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First baby 
arrives

The first baby of 2022 
has arrived, born just two 
days into the new year.

Joshua John Cravens 
was born on January 2. He 
is the son of Annika Della 
Vedova and Joshua 
Cravens.

As the first baby born 
in the Northwood-Kensett 
school district, Joshua and 
his parents will receive a 
variety of prizes from a 
number of local businesses 
as congratulations.

More information will 
be shared in a future issue 
of the Northwood Anchor.

Worth 4-H 
new member 
meeting 
Sunday

Worth County 4-H will 
host a new member meet-
ing for all fourth to sixth 
graders this Sunday, Jan-
uary 16, at 4 p.m. at the 
Worth County Extension 
Office Community Room at 
the Fairgrounds in North-
wood. 

The meeting will be up-
dating all members and 
potential 4-H members 
about all of the learning 
opportunities there are 
in the Worth County 4-H 
program. All existing 4-H 
members as well as those 
considering joining 4-H are 
welcome to attend. 

There will be several 
exhibits on hand as well 
as videos of 4-H members 
in action along with senior 
high 4-H’ers demonstrat-
ing what the multitude of 
4-H project possibilities 
there are for 4-H members 
to get involved in by joining 
4-H. 

Those wanting more 
information may contact 
Worth County 4-H Youth 
Coordinator Kimberly 
Bode at the Worth County 
Extension Office in North-
wood at 641-324-1531 or 
Dennis Johnson, Worth 
County Extension Educa-
tion Specialist, at 641-390-
0795.

The Week’s
WEATHER

by  National Weather Service 
Observer

John Podgorniak
Date	 H	 L	 Prec.
Tues. Jan. 4	 23	 -1
Wed. Jan. 5	 30	 3
Thurs. Jan. 6	 6	 -12	
Fri. Jan. 7	 -7	 -13	
Sat. Jan. 8	 -7	 -13		
Sun. Jan. 9	 27	 -3	
Mon. Jan. 10	 11	 -3

April
The Northwood Chamber 

of Commerce welcomed 
Easter with the annual egg 
hunt, held at the Worth 
County fairgrounds.

Ground was officially 
broken on the new Vikings 
Activity Center at the N-K 
High School.

The Worth County super-
visors passed a moratorium 
on wind energy projects in 
the county.

The Northwood city 
council took their first 
action in regards to student 
transit, initially choosing 
not to provide the service in 
the coming school year.

While the WCDA opted 
against an in-person event, 
it nevertheless awarded 
$1,009,260.70 to county and 
regional recipients. The 
Northern Lights Masonic 
Lodge received the largest 
amount for tuckpointing in 
Northwood.

After the return of unruly 
and dangerous behavior, 
largely by visitors, the 
Worth County supervisors 
approved an ordinance that 
banned alcohol at county 
parks through the summer.

The Twenties Study Club 
opted to take a cautious 
approach and cancelled 
their annual Senior Tea for 
the second year.

Wyatt Willand made his-
tory as one of the first ath-
letes to take part in the 
wheelchair competition at 
the Drake Relays. He set 
the second fastest record 
time in the 400-meter race 
in state history at the 
Relays. Willand would also 
go on to take second at the 
State meet.

With the arrival of spring 
weather, N-K Elementary 
adapted its COVID precau-
tions to once again open its 
playground for the first 
time in a year.

May
N-K held prom festivi-

ties, with a theme of 
“Welcome to the Jungle.” 
The prom and post prom 
were held at the Worth 
County fairgrounds.

The N-K school board 
was presented with a pro-
posal to put former weight 
and wrestling rooms into 
use to shift towards a mid-
dle school program.

Just before the school 
year ended, guidance was 
released by State agencies, 
that made masks optional 
for the remaining days of 
classes.

The 45 members of the 
Northwood-Kensett class of 
2021 graduated on May 23. 
The graduates were award-
ed in $840,8728.12 in schol-
arships, including WCDA 
funds and local scholarship 
programs.

Worth County school 
YIR, see Page 2

Year in Review
Groundbreaking, wind, moratorium, prom, fair returns

Seeing red
A welcome touch of color can sometimes be seen in the subdued gray and white winter land-
scapes of the area. That can be seen in the picture above, as JoAnn Lower spotted this northern 
cardinal resting on one of her snow-lined trees. The northern cardinal is one of the few species 
that remain in the area through out the winter season. They also don’t molt, so their bright red 
feathers can be seen throughout the winter. And as spring approached, the birds get increas-
ingly vocal and can be heard singing a happy spring tune.

Last week, the 
Northwood-Kensett school 
district prepared for a 
national policy that would 
require COVID-19 vaccina-
tions amongst its staff.

The requirement comes 
from OSHA (the 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration), 
which published an emer-
gency rule on November 5. 
The rule would require 
entities, including school 
districts, with 100 or more 
employees to have their 
staff vaccinated, or submit 
to weekly COVID-19 testing 
and wearing face coverings.

The requirements were 
set to go into effect on 
January 10, meaning that 
the N-K school board had to 
approve associated district 
policies before the require-
ments went into effect.

The board discussed the 
district policy at a meeting 
on January 6.

In the policy, employees 
were to submit their proof 
of vaccination by this past 
Sunday.

Employees that aren’t 
vaccinated, or that don’t 
submit proof, would be con-
sidered unvaccinated.

School, see Page 2

N-K board 
approves 
employee  
vaccine policy

This Thursday, January 
13, will be the first blood 
drive in Northwood 2022 
and will be at the VFW 
between 1:30 and 5:30 p.m. 
The Our Buddies VFW post 
is located north on Highway 
65. 

Three organizations have 
come together for this blood 

drive, which is being called 
the "Blue Blood Drive" and 
they are the Northwood 
Lions Club, the Worth 
County Sheriff's Department 
and LifeServe Blood Center.

LifeServe Blood Center 
provides blood for MercyOne 
located in Mason City. 

Each of the organizations 

sponsoring this drive encour-
ages all to participate for the 
need for blood continues to 
grow across the area and the 
nation.

Those that would like to 
schedule an appointment to 
shorten the time for the 
blood draw may call Bob 
Perry at 641-324-2252.

Blood drive set for Thursday

COVID up in 
Worth, as half of 
those vaccinated 
get boosters

The latest release of 
county level COVID data 
shows another large 
increase in Worth 
County's COVID num-
bers. At the same time, 
half of the vaccinated 
population of the county 
has received a booster 
dose.

In the most recent 
week, there were 37 new 
cases of COVID-19 in 
Worth County, bringing 
the new total to 1,454. 
That made a seven day 
positivity rate of 13.9%, 
up from 4.7% on December 
30.

Of the new cases in the 
week, the majority were 

amongst those 18-29, 
making up 10 of the new 
cases in the past week.

In the past two weeks, 
there have been 56 new 
cases in Worth. The 14 
day positivity rate was 
9.1%.

Worth County remains 
in the high community 
transmission rate, accord-
ing to the CDC. Masks 
are still recommended in 
public indoor settings.

For the region that 
includes Worth and the 
seven bordering counties, 
there have been a total of 
36,776 cases of COVID-19 
reported by state agen-

COVID, see Page 2

Northwood-Kensett ’s 
student-run eatery will 
return this Friday.

The Viking Cafe is a class 
in which students learn 
about and experience the 
various aspects of working 
in the restaurant business.

That includes meal plan-
ning, preparation, serving, 

hosting and other aspects 
involved.

The results of their 
efforts are then shared with 
school staff and members of 
the public who visit their 
classroom for a meal or take 
food to go.

The Viking Cafe opens 
again this Friday. On the 

menu are cheeseburger 
soup or broccoli cheese soup, 
as well as giant sticky buns 
or rolls, for $5.

People may eat in the 
classroom restaurant or get 
a meal to go.

Those planning to order 
or attend are asked to sign 

Cafe, see Page 2

Viking Cafe returns Friday

Anne and Dave Ver Helst retired after serving the community 
for 38 years as the local pharmacists. They are pictured with 
their son, Matt, at farewell event in June.
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Coming February 2!

Area Businesses
Years of Service WORTH COUNTY FAIREstablished in1878Serving Northwood143 Years

Businesses listed from 1858—2021
Contact the Anchor before Jan. 27 if 
you would like to be included in this 

annual newspaper section with 
over 90 local businesses.

(641) 324-1051 Serving

North Iowa

Since 1980

4350 Dancer Ave.
St. Ansgar, Iowa

We Take Pride In 
Our Quality Service!

Don't let an old system slow you down!
"Forget the Rest, Come See the BEST!"

New & Used
Computer Sales & Service

Windows 7 available on all systems!
• Custom Built Computers

• Custom Servers • Custom Networking 
• Upgrades on Older Systems 

• Websites

Call Nick or Tim Today: 
(641) 713-2141

Unvaccinated employees 
of the district would be eligi-
ble for paid time off to get a 
vaccination.

Starting this past 
Monday, teachers that have 
not received a vaccine would 
have to wear a face covering 
indoors or in vehicles with 
other people.

Starting on February 10, 
unvaccinated employees 
would have to be tested once 
a week.

Superintendent Mike 
Crozier told the school board 
that he was working with 
public health on the possibil-
ity of providing testing at 
the school at no cost to 
employees. That method 
would require test samples 
to be sent to a state lab, 
returned within three days. 
Crozier said they would like-

ly be tested on Friday to 
know test results by the 
start of the next week.

Under the policy, if an 
employee tested positive, 
vaccinated or not, they would 
have to return to work after 
they have received a nega-
tive result; or they have 
stayed home for 5 days with 
no or resolving symptoms; 
and they continue to wear a 
mask for 5 more days; or 
they receive a recommenda-
tion to return to work from a 
licensed health care provid-
er.

The policy would allow 
employees to apply for waiv-
ers from the policy for medi-
cal or religious reasons. 
Crozier said that he had 
been advised that it wouldn’t 
be a simple process, and that 
the district would be investi-

gating waiver requests.
Crozier said that to OSHA 

investigations and fines if 
they were found to be in vio-
lation. Those fines could 
range from $13,000-14,000 
per violation, up to $100,000 
in district funds.

The school board approved 
the policy changes for the 
vaccination rules, with the 
caveat that the policy would 
not be enacted, or be sus-
pended should court or or 
agencies suspend the rules.

That happened the next 
day, as Iowa Labor 
Commissioner Rod Roberts 
said that the agency would 
not be adopting the federal 
rule or enforcing the federal 
mandate. With that, N-K 
officials suspended the poli-
cy approved the night before.

up by noon the Thursday 
beforehand.

Those interested may 
email N-K FCS teacher 
Megan Thorson at mthor-
son@nkvikings.com.

In the second half of the 
school year, the Viking Cafe 
will offer freezer meals to 
go.

More information on 
future Viking Cafe offerings 
may be found on the 
Northwood-Kensett Family 
Consumer Science Facebook 
page.

Cafe
Cont. from Page 1

cies. That is up 1,049 in the 
past week, from the total as 
of December 30. That 
includes 2,668 in 
Winnebago, 2,596 in 
Hancock, 9,884 in Cerro 
Gordo, 3,096 in Floyd and 
2,196 in Mitchell counties in 
Iowa, and 6,575 in Freeborn 
and 8,307 in Mower coun-
ties in Minnesota.

In the week, there were 
13 additional lives lost to 
COVID-19 in the eight 
county region, with a new 
total of 449.

According to the CDC, 
3,705 residents of Worth 
County have been fully vac-
cinated, for 50.2% of the 
total population. That is up 
15 Worth County residents 
since December 30.

CDC numbers show that  
3,956 Worth residents have 
received at least one dose of 
vaccine, for 53.6% of the 
population. That is up 12 
since December 30.

In the county, 1,325 of 
those 65 and over, the first 

age group that could receive 
the vaccine, were fully vac-
cinated, 85.8% of that popu-
lation. Of that age group, 
1,385, or 89.6% have had at 
least one dose.

Of those that have been 
able to receive the vaccine 
since early April, those 18 
and over, 3,495 have been 
fully vaccinated, for 59.7% 
of that population. Of those, 
3,714 have received one 
dose, for 63.5%.

Those 12 and over have 
been eligible since the 
month of May. Of that 
group, 3,656, or 57.3% have 
been fully vaccinated. Of 
those 12 and older, 3,895 or 
61% have received at least 
one dose.

Those 5 years and older 
have been eligible to receive 
a vaccine since early 
November.

Of those 5 years and 
older in Worth County, 
53.2% have been fully vacci-
nated and 56.8% have 
received at least one dose.

Of those fully vaccinated 
in Worth County, 1,853, or 
50% have received a booster 
dose.

Other counties in the 
region have vaccination 
rates of 50.6% in Winnebago, 
47.9% in Hancock, 60.9% in 
Cerro Gordo, 51.2% in 
Floyd, 47.3% in Mitchell, 
54.8% in Freeborn and 
59.3% in Mower counties.

Across the region, 55.7% 
of the total population has 
been fully vaccinated.

Information and COVID-
19 resources can be found 
on the state’s COVID-19 
website at coronavirus.
iowa.gov.

Information on vaccina-
tion in Iowa can be found 
online at vaccinate.iowa.
gov.

Local information can be 
found at Worth County 
Public Health’s Facebook 
page, or by calling 641-324-
1741.

bands were well represent-
ed at the North Iowa Band 
Festival, as Hannah 
Lanphere, from Central 
Springs, was chosen as 
Band Festival Queen, while 
Nathan Moore, from N-K, 
was chosen king.

June
The second annual 

Wheelin’ with Worth was 
held. The car cruise and car 
show once again raised 
funds for the American 
Cancer Society.

Two longtime area faith 
leaders bid adieu to their 
congregations, as Pastor 

Tom Martin and Pastor Z 
(Solveig Zamzow), retired 
from their local service.

Ongoing safety concerns 
led Worth County officials 
to close Kuennen’s Quarry 
as they sought ways to open 

the park and prevent the 
dangerous behavior.

The Worth County Fair 
returned, including all the 
events and activities that 
make the annual communi-
ty celebration special. That 

included rides, games, food, 
livestock shows, horticul-
ture, art and other events, 
entertainment and much 
more.

Bolan once again played 
host to youth from several 

area churches with its annu-
al Vacation Bible School, 
with a theme of “Rocky 
Railway.”

The Northwood commu-
nity bid farewell to its long-
time hometown drug store, 
as Dave and Anne Ver Helst 
retired to enjoy a well-
earned retirement after 38 
years.

A MercyOne pharmacy 
location opened in 
Northwood, where Ver Helst 
once offered pharmacy ser-
vices.

YIR
Cont. from Page 1
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Worth County 4-H will 
hold a 4-H Club Leader 
meeting next Wednesday, 
January 19, at the Exten-
sion community room at 
6 p.m. for pizza and 6:30 
p.m. for the meeting.

The program will be for 
all  Worth County 4-H club 
leaders and 4-H Commit-

tee members. The meeting 
will be to update and in-
form 4-H volunteer leaders 
about what their duties 
and responsibilities are in 
serving the hundreds of 
4-H’ers in Worth County.

More information is 
available by contacting 
Dennis Johnson, Worth 

County Extension Edu-
cation Specialist, or Kim-
berly Bode, Worth County 
Extension 4-H Youth Co-
ordinator, at the Worth 
County Extension Office 
in Northwood at 641-324-
1531.

Worth County 4-H Club leader 
meeting held on January 19

The Worth County Ex-
tension Service will host a 
Worth County 4-H Wash-
ington, D.C. Trip Orienta-
tion Meeting on Sunday, 
January 30, at 7 p.m. at the 
Worth County Extension 
Office Community Room at 
the Fairgrounds in North-
wood. 

Participants will have 
the opportunity to go over 
trip schedules, observe a 
few Washington, D.C., trip 
video highlights and learn 
about travel plans, includ-
ing what to wear and pack 
for the March 12 to 19 
Worth County 4-H Wash-
ington, D.C., trip. 

Those wanting more in-
formation about the meet-
ing are asked to call Dennis 
Johnson, Worth County 
Extension Education Spe-
cialist at the Worth County 
Extension Office in North-
wood at 641-324-1531 or 
his cell phone at 641-390-
0795.

4-H D.C. trip meeting set for Jan. 30

Branching out
Like the cardinal in the photo on the front page, this wren was recently seen by JoAnn Lower 
in a tree near her home. The wren enjoyed his time on the tree before moving on to another 
seasonal stop.
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Northwood - “A Friendly Town”

Northwood 

Good reasons why itpays to shop locally.
Think about all the school fundraising and  
benefit events during the year. Local  businesses throughout our area contribute many thou-
sands of dollars in money, services and merchandise to 
help make them successful.
When you spend money with local shops and business-
es, you help those businesses grow and propser. 
Successful businesses stay around for a long time and 
help share the tax load for government services.When you shop locally, you help yourself and all of us! 

Keep your dollars close to home — shop locally for 
goods and services.

EVERYONE BENEFITS!

Remember  It’s  Good  Business
To  Do  Business  in  Northwood

Last Wednesday, on one 
of the colder days of the 
week, the Worth County 
conservation department 
underwent an important 
safety exercise, as they tra-
versed thin ice to remove a 
potential temptation.

It all began during the 
New Year’s weekend, 
according to Worth County 
conservation director Jim 
Hanson. Conservation staff 
were informed that some-
one had taken a sled of fish-
ing equipment onto the ice 
at Kuennen’s Quarry.

The person found that 
the ice was not yet thick 
enough to support fishing 
activities and the ice broke. 
Fortunately they were able 
to leave the ice, but did 
have to seek medical atten-
tion.

In the process they left 
behind a sled and their fish-
ing equipment.

That left a potential dan-
ger that the conservation 
staff addressed last week.

“One of the main reasons 
we had to get the equip-
ment off the ice was so that 
no one else would go out 
there to get it.” Hanson 
said. “We didn’t want some-
one to get too close and 
break through themselves.”

Hanson said that with 
the aerator working and the 
winds last week, the ice in 
that area is dangerous.

There are warnings in 

place, set by the DNR, but 
Hanson said that they 
thought it best to remove 
any temptation.

To get the equipment 
out, two members of the 
conservation crew employed 
their emergency response 
training.

Hanson, along with 
maintenance supervisor 
Brett Backhaus, have 
served with the Northwood 
Volunteer Fire Company 
and have training in ice res-
cues.

All the members of the 
conservation staff traveled 
to the park last Wednesday 
to retrieve the fishing sup-
plies take part in an 
impromptu emergency 
training scenario.

With the help of the other 
conservation staff, 
Backhaus and Hanson put 
on ice rescue attire and 
attached the various pieces 
of safety equipment.

Backhaus, attached by 
safety cord, acted as the 
safety measure, staying on 
secure ice as Hanson ven-
tured forward to grab the 
sled and fishing equipment, 
ready to pull him back if 
needed.

Fortunately there were 
no issues and Hanson was 
able to collect the fishing 
supplies before rejoining 
Backhaus and returning to 
the shore.

WCCB takes to ice to retrieve 
abandoned supplies

Gov. Reynolds 
awards $210M 
in broadband 
grants

Morningside Universi-
ty Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs Chris Spicer 
recently announced the 
421 students named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall se-
mester of the 2021-22 ac-
ademic year. Of those an-
nounced was Ryan M. Cole 
of Plymouth, Iowa.

The Dean’s List recog-
nizes Morningside students 
who achieve a 3.67-grade 
point average or better and 
complete at least 12 credits 
of coursework with no grade 
below a “C-.” Students that 
achieved a 4.0-grade point 
average are denoted with 
an asterisk (*).

Cole announced on 
Morningside Dean's list

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds and the Office of the 
Chief Information Officer (OCIO) announced the lat-
est recipients of the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband 
Grants Program.  

Funding of more than $210 million for new broad-
band infrastructure has been awarded to 160 appli-
cants as part of the latest investment in expanding 
broadband across the state, announced in October 
2021.  

Amongst the awards was a grant of $285,107.97 to 
WCTA to extend fiber to the home for the Manly and 
Mason City areas.  

“Our commitment to high-speed, reliable broad-
band for all Iowans continues to make great prog-
ress,” said Gov. Reynolds. “We’ve received an over-
whelming number of applications and funding 
requests, which highlights the considerable need to 
expand broadband to all corners of the state. Our 
investments will help bridge the gap and provide 
thousands more Iowans the necessary connectivity 
needed in their homes and communities.” 

Projects awarded under this grant opportunity 
will bring more than $526 million of new broadband 
infrastructure investment to Iowa, serving over 
39,000 homes, schools, and businesses. To date, the 
Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Program has 
awarded grant funding that will result in over $880 
million in new broadband investment, reaching 
approximately 115,000 homes, schools, and busi-
nesses upon the completion of grant-funded projects. 

The OCIO will expedite an additional federal-
ly-funded grant opportunity in the first half of 2022 
to continue expanding access to broadband in 
unserved and rural areas across Iowa which have 
not been built out in the previous grant opportuni-
ties.
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608 8th St. N.
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-2735

Tom & Amber Stevens
4561 Quail Avenue,  Northwood, Iowa 50459

Cutting
Raking
Baling

Hay
         Straw   

  Stalks           
(641) 390-0743tastevens@wctatel.net

88 8th St. North
Northwood, Iowa
(641) 324-2141

Dave Osborne, Agent

Cell: 641-390-1529
Office: 641-592-2665

krisgordonrealtor@gmail.com
www.rogblackdiamond.com

111 N. Mill St.
Lake Mills, IA 50450

Kris Gordon
Realtor®

On December 17, 2021, 
a crowd of farmers and 
agriculture professionals 
gathered at the Bethel 
United Methodist Church in 
Manly for the annual Corn 
& Soybean Clinic, hosted 
by the Extension Offices 
in Worth and Cerro Gordo 
counties.

The event is also an op-
portunity for people to qual-
ify for their private pesticide 
applicator recertification.

Worth County Extension 
Education Specialist Dennis 
Johnson opened the clinic, 
introducing Extension field 
agronomist Angie Rieck-
Hinz.

Rieck-Hinz discussed a 
variety of pesticides, how to 
read labels for safety mea-
sures and equipment and 
how to make informed pest 
management decisions.

Rieck-Hinz discussed sev-
eral specific chemicals and 
their safety considerations, 
including some that would 
soon be illegal to own and 
how they should be disposed 
of.

Rieck-Hinz guided those 
at the clinic through a 
review of a pesticide label, 
including what equipment 
and application procedures 
were recommended. 

Rieck-Hinz also discussed 
some of the pests that had 
been seen in the previous 
season, including the fall 
armyworm.

The discussion included 
how to identify the pest and 
what pesticides may be most 
effective.

Rieck-Hinz talked about 
contamination risks, such 
as drift, specialty crops and 
other considerations that 
can be found on labels.

Rieck-Hinz also shared 
several resources to find 
information, such as labels 
and safety information. 

After Rieck-Hinz, Chris 
Hager, from Anastasi 
Counseling Services, spoke 
about mental health issues 
facing farmers and farming 
culture, and how there were 
resources for those that 
want to seek help.

Next, field agronomist 
Gentry Sorenson discussed 
herbicide concerns.

Sorenson talked about 
potential herbicide shortag-
es. He discussed alternative 
options and resources to 
find them.

Sorenson mentioned 
ways to extend the use of 
remaining stock of those 
chemicals.

Sorenson talked about 
the safe ways to store pesti-
cides over the winter.

Sorenson next talked 
about corn rootworm control 
measures.

Sorenson discussed a big 
issue seen in 2021, where 
certain mixes of chemicals 
reduced the effectiveness 
compared to the individual 
chemicals.

Sorenson discussed white 
mold, including how it 
grows, spreads and flourish-
es. He talked about chemical 
remedies, biological control 
methods and apps that can 
be used to keep track of 
mold conditions.

Sorenson was followed by 
a video from an Extension 
test plot in which Entomolo-
gist Specialist Erin Hodgson 
and Education Extension 
Specialist Ashley Dean 
showed corn rootworm ex-
amples and talke about how 
to identify the pest.

They also talked about 
management options, like 
alternating crops in a field, 
chemicals and insecticides 
and RNA to interrupt larval 
development.

The final speaker of the 
day was Matt Russell, State 
Executive Director of the 
Farm Service Agency, who 
joined the clinic via video 
conference on a screen in 
the church. 

Russell shared his story 
as a fifth generation farmer 
and history history in Iowa, 
rural Iowa and farming.

Russell also shared that 
the agency is working to 
make sure that Iowa farm-
ers can work to address cli-
mate problems and issues.

The clinic was held days 
after the windy weather 
event that happened in 
December. Russell said that 
such extreme weather im-
pacts were likely to become 
more common. 

Russell said that is a 
particular strong point for 
Iowa, with its food and ener-
gy prospects, and resources 
that range from land, people, 
farmers and rural communi-
ties and infrastructure.

Russell also said that 
addressing those global 
problems will continue to 
be something that Iowa can 

lead in, as they adapt to the 
world around them.

Russell talked about var-
ious FSA programs, enroll-
ment dates and deadlines.

Before signing off, Rus-
sell shared his personal 
example of the welcoming 
communities that can be 
found in Iowa.

Russell shared that 
he and his husband had 
become guardians of two 
teenage brothers, including 
introducing them to work on 
their farm and in alternative 
crop options. The brothers 
eventually asked Russell 
and his husband to adopt 
them. Russell had to sign off 
from the clinic to attend one 
of their weddings.

The clinic ended with the 
introduction and recognition 
of the program’s sponsors, 
before a meal was offered 
and served by Extension 
staff.

Corn and Soybean Clinic 2021
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Farmland at historic high, but lower than 
2012 and 2013 when adjusted for inflation

After several years of 
modest gains and losses, 
the average value of an 
acre of Iowa farmland 
skyrocketed 29% in 2021. 
The nominal value of an 
acre of farmland is now 
higher than at any point 
since Iowa State Universi-
ty began surveying values 
in 1941, and is 12% higher 
than the previous peak in 
2013; although the current 
value in inflation-adjusted 
terms is still lower than 
that for 2012 and 2013.

The last time farmland 
values increased more 
than 25% was in 2011, 
when values rose 32.5%.

“Surging ethanol de-
mand and high commod-
ity prices were two of the 
significant factors driving 
the increase in 2011,” 
said Wendong Zhang, 
an associate professor of 
economics at Iowa State’s 
Center for Agricultural 
and Rural Development. 
“The increase this year 
is in part due to much 
stronger commodity prices 
thanks to higher exports, 
stronger than expected 
crop yields, and strong 
ad hoc COVID-19 related 
government payments,” 
Zhang said.

Zhang leads Iowa 
State’s annual Land Value 
Survey, which found that 
the average statewide val-
ue of an acre of farmland 
is $9,751, an increase of 
29%, or $2,192, since 2020. 
The $9,751 per acre esti-
mate, and 29% increase 
in value, represents a 
statewide average of low-, 
medium-, and high-quality 
farmland.

Zhang said that favor-
able interest rates also 
contributed to the increas-
es in 2011 and this year; 
however, he noted that 
inflation was a very im-
portant factor behind the 
value increase this year as 
well. The U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics reported 
that the U.S. inflation rate 
rose 6.8% over the last 
year, which was the larg-
est increase since 1982.

“Inflation is driving 
some investors to consider 
farmland as an alternative 
investment asset because 
farmland value tends to 
rise with higher inflation. 
The inflation-adjusted 
average value only rose 
21% but the nominal value 
rose 29%, which shows the 
effect of inflation,” Zhang 
said.

As for U.S. net farm 
income, Zhang said it is 
forecasted to grow $22.0 
billion (23.2%) from 2020 
levels to $116.8 billion in 
2021, which is the highest 
level since 2013.

“The increase in 2021 
farm income is largely 
driven by the rises in 
commodity prices and the 
resulting crop and live-
stock receipts, as opposed 
to almost solely ad hoc fed-
eral government payments 
as in 2020,” he said.

After the large increase 
in 2011, farmland prices 
jumped another 23.7% in 
2012, though Zhang said 
that while 80% of respon-
dents had optimistic views 
about what the farmland 
market would look like 
one year from now, most 
reported that they expect 
values to increase less 
than 10% in 2022.

  
Looking five years 

ahead, Zhang said that 
the number of respondents 
expecting a decline in 
farmland values nearly 
doubled, but over 80% 
of respondents predicted 
that farmland values 
would rise another 10% to 
20% over 2021 values.

Land Values by 
County

All 99 of Iowa’s counties 
showed an increase in land 
values. For the ninth con-
secutive year, Scott and 
Decatur Counties reported 
the highest and lowest 
values, respectively. Land 
values in Scott County 

increased 30%, or $3,193 
per acre, to $13,852. Land 
values in Decatur County 
increased 31.5%, or $1,213 
per acre, to $5,062.

Clayton and Allamakee 
Counties reported the 
largest percentage in-
crease, 36.4%, while Scott 
County saw the largest 
dollar increase, $3,193 per 
acre. The smallest per-
centage increase, 23.2%, 
was reported in Keokuk 
County, while Taylor 
County saw the smallest 
dollar increase, $1,199 per 
acre.

Worth County reported 
a change of 31.1%, increas-
ing $2,276, from $7,311 to 
$9,587.

Land Values by 
District

Land values across all 
crop reporting districts 
increased. The Northwest 
district reported the high-
est overall value, $12,164 
per acre, while the North 
Central district reported 
the largest percentage 
increase, 34.5%, and the 
largest dollar increase, 
$2,737 per acre.

The South Central dis-
trict reported the lowest 
values, $6,035 per acre, 
and the lowest dollar 
change, $1,377 per acre, 
while the Southeast dis-
trict saw the smallest per-
centage increase, 21.9%.

Land Values by 
Quality

Statewide, low-quality 
land now averages $6,397 
per acre, an increase of 
26% or $1,319 per acre. 
Medium-quality land 
now averages $9,071 
per acre, an increase of 
27.4% or $1,953 per acre. 
High-quality land now 
averages $11,834 per acre, 
an increase of 30.5% or 
$2,766 per acre.

The Northwest district 
reported the highest 
values for low-, medium-, 
and high-quality land 
at $8,088, $11,042, and 
$13,997 per acre, respec-
tively. The South Central 
district reported the lowest 
values for low-, medium-, 
and high-quality land at 
$4,058, $6,094, and $8,194 
per acre, respectively.

Low-quality land in all 
crop reporting districts, 
less the Southeast district, 
saw increases of more than 
23%. The North Central 
district saw the largest 
percentage increase, 32%, 
and the largest dollar 
increase, $1,695 per acre. 
The Southeast district 
showed the smallest per-
centage increase, 14.5%, 
and the smallest dollar 
increase, $600 per acre.

Medium-quality land 
saw increases of more 
than 30% in the North 
Central, Northeast, West 
Central, and South Cen-
tral districts. The South 
Central district saw the 
largest percentage in-
crease, 33.6%, while the 
North Central district 
showed the largest dollar 
increase, $2,291 per acre. 
The Southwest district 
reported both the small-
est percentage increase, 
22.3%, and the smallest 
dollar increase, $1,302 per 
acre, in medium-quality 
land.

High-quality land in 
the North Central, North-
east, West Central, and 
East Central districts all 
saw increases of more 
than 30%, with the North 
Central district reporting 
the highest percentage 
increase, 35.7%. The East 
Central district reported 
the largest dollar increase 
in high-quality land at 
$3,304 per acre. The South-
east district reported the 
smallest percent change 
in high-quality land, 25%, 
and the South Central dis-
trict reported the smallest 
dollar increase, $1,786 per 
acre.

Factors Influencing 
the Land Market

The most frequently 

mentioned positive factor 
influencing the land mar-
ket was higher commodity 
prices. Favorable interest 
rates and strong yields 
were the second- and 
third- most frequently 
mentioned factors. Other 
frequently mentioned fac-
tors included limited land 
supply, strong demand, 
COVID-related govern-
ment payments, and a 
good farm economy.

The most frequently 
mentioned negative factor 
affecting land values was 
higher input costs. Other 
noted factors included 
concerns about the sus-
tainability of high land 
prices, possible changes 
in interest rates, political 
uncertainty related to 
policies, such as tax law 
changes, and uncertainty 
related to COVID-19.

Land values were deter-
mined by the 2021 Iowa 
State University Land 
Value Survey, conducted 
in November by the Center 
for Agricultural and Rural 
Development at Iowa State 
and Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach. 
Results from the survey 
are consistent with results 
by the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago, the Re-
altors Land Institute, and 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

The Iowa State Land 
Value Survey is based on 
reports by agricultural 
professionals knowledge-

able of land market condi-
tions, such as appraisers, 
farm managers, agricul-
tural lenders, and actual 
land sales, and is intended 
to provide information on 
general land value trends, 
geographical land price 
relationships, and factors 
influencing the Iowa land 
market. The 2021 survey 
is based on 645 usable 
responses from 455 ag-
ricultural professionals. 
Seventy-five percent of the 
455 respondents answered 
the survey online.

The Iowa State Land 
Value Survey was initiat-
ed in 1941, the first in the 
nation, and is sponsored 
annually by Iowa State. 
The survey is typically 
conducted every Novem-
ber and the results are 
released mid-December. 
Only the state average 
and the district averages 
are based directly on the 
Iowa State survey data. 
County estimates are 
derived using a procedure 
that combines the Iowa 
State survey results with 

data from the U.S. Census 
of Agriculture.

CARD offers a web 
portal at https://www.
card.iastate.edu/farmland/ 
that includes visualization 
tools, such as charts and 
interactive county maps, 
allowing users to examine 
land value trends over 
time at the county, district 
and state level.

“We a Little Hard to Find, But Worth It”

MARK TAETS, Owner    3785 Red Ball Road
Osage, IA                                 (641) 732-5044

Tractor and Implement Repair
Dealer for:

Glencoe • Farm Hand • Calumet
Kinze • GD Loaders • Hiniker • Gehl

FULL LINE OF POWER TOOLS & HARDWARE

507-448-3302

Trading Post
GLENVILLE, MN

LARSEN PLUMBING & 
HEATING, INC.

Fertile, IA  50428

(641) 797-2219
LEVI HANSON

President

  An Independent 

Worth County
Veterinary Service

Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.
(641) 324-1084

Hwy. 105 E.
Northwood, Iowa  50459

1/22

www.LakeMillsDentist.com

11-21

Brad Brunsvold
Independent Sales Representative for

Pioneer® brand products
2030 Central Ave • Northwood, IA 50459

(641) 512-0822 Tel
brad.brunsvold@plantpioneer.com

Northwood and Worth County’s
Community Newspaper Since 1869

801 Central Ave., P.O. Box 107, Northwood, IA  50459
ph. (641) 324-1051 • fax (641) 324-2432

email: anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Dealer

CENTURY 21 Preferred • CENTURY 21 Preferred
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Preferred JULIE HAGEN ROBB

REALTOR®/Associate Broker

641-390-0007
Northwood Office

641-324-2733
513 Central Ave. • Northwood

CENTURY 21 Preferred • CENTURY 21 Preferred
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The Sponsors of this feature do so with the 
hope that more people will attend the

church of their choice on a weekly basis

TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

Suffering and Redemption
Christians believe that we are saved by Jesus’ suffer-
ing and death on the cross, in essence that he suffered 
and died for our sins. We consider Jesus’ suffering to 
be sacred, as it is part and parcel of humanity’s 
redemption. Jesus showed us that suffering can be 
sacred. That is not a cure or remedy for suffering, but 
a way to at least make it meaningful. It is sometimes 
said that human beings can live without anything 
except hope. We might also say that we can suffer 
anything as long as there is some meaning or purpose in it. As the 
philosopher Nietzsche put it, “He who has a why to live for can bear 
with almost any how.” Nothing is worse than severe and interminable 
suffering that has no meaning. That might almost serve as a defini-
tion of Hell: severe and endless suffering that has no meaning. 
Imagine having the realization at the gates of Hell that we could have 
had salvation, but instead we chose selfishness, momentary pleasures 
and sin and now we are going to pay for it. That bargain, to sell one’s 
soul for momentary pleasure or selfish gain, will undoubtedly appear 
meaningless in the grand scheme of things. Infinitely better to delay 
gratification and suffer meaningfully now than risk eternal meaning-
less suffering in the hereafter. – Christopher Simon
For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than 
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righ-
teous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 1 Peter 3:17-18

Northwood 
Anchor Church
Fertile Lutheran 
Church

Sunday, Sunday School 
& Confirmation, 9:30 
a.m., Worship Service & 
Annual Meeting, 10:30 
a.m.
Bethlehem 
Lutheran, Manly

Sunday, Worship at 
Bethlehem, 10:30 a.m., 
Grace Worship, 9 a.m.

Linda Johnson Prest-
holt, Pastor

Bethany Lutheran 
Church/Elk Creek Lu-
theran

Wednesday, Confirma-
tion at Grace; Thursday, 
MANNA Open 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Worship - 
Bethany, 9 a.m., Sunday 
School - EC, 9:45 a.m., 
Elk Elk Creek Annual 
Meeting Following Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m.; Monday, 
Bethany Council Meeting, 
7 p.m., MANNA Open, 10 
a.m. - Noon

Linda Johnson Prest-
holt, Pastor

Trinity United 
Methodist, Bolan

Sunday, Worship Ser-
vice, 9:10 a.m., Coffee Fel-
lowship, 10 a.m.

Pastor Cory Allard
Northwood United 
Methodist Church

Wednesday, Swallow 
Coffee House Lake Mills, 
10 a.m.; Thursday, Pub 
Theology, 7 p.m.; Sunday, 
Worship Service, 10:45 
a.m., Fellowship, 11:45 
a.m.

Rev. Rob Lanphere
One In Christ 
Lutheran Parish

Sunday, Worship Ser-
vices 10:30 a.m. available 
online at “One in Christ 
Lutheran Parish” Face-
book Page and YouTube 

under “One in Christ Lu-
theran Parish.” Sunday 
Worship Services, 8 a.m. 
Immanuel, 105 E. 3rd St., 
Scarville, 641-568-3666; 
9 a.m., Bethany, 201 
Franke St., Joice, 641-
588-3366, Wednesdays 6 
p.m., KC (Kids & Christ) 
Night; 9:30 a.m., Silver 
Lake, 705 Silver Lake 
Rd., Northwood, 641-293-
5556; 11 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m., Win-
nebago, 40029 210th Ave., 
Lake Mills; 11 a.m., Lun-
der, 14982 735th Ave., 
Albert Lea; All services 
require masks and social 
distancing.
First Lutheran 
Church, Northwood

Wednesday, 7th & 8th 
Confirmation, 4:30 p.m.; 
Choir, SH Youth, 7 p.m.; 
Thursday, Quilting, 8:30 
a.m., Prayer Gr., 9 a.m., 
Taekwondo, 6:30 p.m., Pub 
Theology, 7 p.m.; Sunday, 
Service with H.C., 9 a.m., 
Sunday School, 10:10 
a.m., JH Youth, 6:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Staff Meeting, 
11 a.m., Bible Study, 6 
p.m., AA-Al-Anon, 7 p.m.
Peace Lutheran 
Church, Northwood

Sunday Worship Ser-
vice with Holy Commu-
nion at 9 a.m.

Rev. Barbara M. Wills, 
Pastor

Sacred Heart Church, 
Manly

Mass Wednesday, 8 
a.m.; Mass Saturday, 5:30 
p.m.

Rev. Neil Manternach, 
Pastor

Fr. Jake Dunne, 
Associate Pastor

www.sacredheartmanly.
org

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Closed To fulfill President Lincoln’s promise “To care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and 

his orphan” by serving and honoring the men and 
women who are America’s Veterans. 

 

Mission Statement: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Iowa celebrated a mile-
stone on December 28, 2021; 
its 175th anniversary of 
statehood.  The Bolan 
Schoolhouse & Cultural 
Center (BSCC) celebrated 
this special event by hosting 
a supper, starting the bidding 
on silent auction items, and 
held a program on the anni-
versary date.

Since the weather forecast 
was unfavorable and 
undoubtedly deterred folks 
from traveling to Bolan, it 
has been decided to “DO IT 
AGAIN!” on Wednesday, 
January 26, 2022.

From 4:30 – 7 p.m., there 
will be a variety of soups, 
along with ham and turkey 
sandwiches on Paradise Pizza 
buns, crackers, veggies and 
beverages.  Homemade 
brownies with Iowa’s Blue 
Bunny ice cream will be avail-
able too, all for a free-will 

donation.
There are 52 silent auction 

items with starting bids.  The 
bidding will continue until 
Wednesday, January 26 at 
the conclusion of the program 
at 9 p.m.  

Donations were made by 
Flower Forager, Milk House 
Candles, Nine Pines Winery, 
Worth Brewing, Grain 
Millers, Jolly Time Popcorn, 
Paradise Pizza, Signatures, 
Scent From Heaven, Fox 
River Mills, Palmer Candy 
Co, Blue Bunny, RADA 
Cutlery and the Northwood 
Anchor.  Individual support-
ers have made available a 
variety of Iowa note cards, 
playing cards, books, calen-
dars and wine glasses to bid 
on as well.  Financial and/or 
in-kind sponsors include 
Farmers State Bank, Kenison 
Construction, S&L Masonry, 
Bolan Storage, HyVee East, 

ADA Enterprises, Trustile 
Doors, Norlyn & Jean Stowell 
and the Northwood Anchor.

Piano player Sam Crosser 
will entertain with music 
throughout the evening.  The 
program honoring the state’s 
175th anniversary will begin 
at 7 p.m., with the singing of 
“The Song of Iowa” written in 
1897 by S.H.M Byers to the 
tune of “O Tannenbaum.”   
After a bit of Iowa fun facts & 
trivia, a 72-minute documen-
tary “IOWA early history – 
Glaciers to Settlement” will 
be shown on the big screen.  
Fresh popped popcorn will be 
available with bottled water 
and soda.  During a brief 
intermission, final bids on 
silent auction items may be 
placed.  To conclude the eve-
ning, the “Iowa Waltz” will be 
sung and a blessing shared 
for 2022.

“Come have some hot soup 

on a cold night, learn some 
interesting history about our 
fine state of Iowa, and enjoy 
the company of friends while 
at the Bolan Schoolhouse on 
Wednesday, January 26, 
2022.  All funds will go toward 

future projects and programs 
to be held at the BSCC. 

“If you would like to sup-
port the Program and BSCC 
with a donation or put togeth-
er an Iowa gift basket to add 

to the silent auction, contact 
Lori Willert at 641-903-9472 
or lwillert@wctatel.net.”

Bolan hosts postponed Iowa anniversary celebration Jan. 26

Some of the auction items.

Loren Nydegger and 
Anna from Mt. Vernon 
came to the Joe and Lin-
da Nydegger home on 
Thursday morning.  Dan-
iel Nydegger, who is still 
on Christmas break as is 
Anna, came in the evening.  
Anna  and Linda used a 
couple of woks to make a 
full Chinese supper for the 
group, including dessert.  
Lori Willert was able to join 
them in the early evening.   
Loren and Anna returned 
home on Friday morning 
and Daniel on Saturday af-
ternoon.

One of Bolan Trinity's 
own turned 92 on Sat-
urday, January 8.  Lois 
Krumm, who resides at 
Manly Specialty Care, had 
visitors bringing birthday 
wishes throughout the day. 

Bolan

Pork 
Tenderloin 

or Pizza 
Burger with 
French Fries

for $8
Closed January 14

January 13-19
641-324-1244

Thursday: Herb-Rubbed 
Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes 
w/Gravy, Asparagus, Apple 
Slices, Whole Wheat Roll
Friday:  Crispy Baked 
Chicken, Sweet Potato Fries, 
Baked Beans, Mixed Fruit, 
Birthday Cake
Monday: Baked Cod w/Lemon 
Cream Sauce, Roasted Red 
Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables, 
Bread Pudding
Tuesday: Philly Sloppy Joe 
on WW Bun, Roasted Sweet 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Pears
Wednesday: Brown Sugar 
Glazed Pork, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Gravy, Steamed 
Carrots, Banana, Whole 
Wheat Roll

Scott 
Shop 

Towels
2 Rolls for 

$5
Hours

Mon. - Fri. 
6 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat. 6 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Open for Dine-In

SHOP 
LOCALLY

Congregate 
Meals

CARQUEST 
Auto PartsTequila’sSue’s 

Cornerpost

641-324-2912

Signature’s 
Supper Club

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Open for dine-in!

Northwood Theatre

SHOWING
Jan. 13-15 

“Sing 2” 
Rated PG

COMING
Jan. 20-22 

“West Side 
Story” 
Rated PG-13

Show Times
Thurs. - Sat. 7 p.m.

Unless otherwise noted

740 Central Ave. • 324-0064
Adults $5

Students (18 & Under) $3
2 & Under Free

324-1052

Call for 
reservations

Check us out 
now on 

Facebook!

Daily 
Specials each 

day of 
the week!

Filing a 2021 federal tax 
return will involve a little 
extra preparation for many 
families because of some 
short-term programs that 
were put in place as part of 
COVID-19 relief, according to 
Barb Wollan, human sciences 
specialist with Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach.

New this year
The most significant new 

issue on the 2021 federal tax 
return is the need to report all 
advance payments of the 
Child Tax Credit. This applies 
to families with children 
under age 18, said Wollan, 
who specializes in family 
wellbeing.

As a COVID-19 relief mea-
sure, the IRS, beginning July 
15, sent monthly payments to 
families based on IRS records 
of the number and ages of 
children present in a home. 
The payments were generally 
equal to $300 per child, or 
$360 for children under age 6. 
These payments are not 
reported as income, but the 
amount must be reported to 
calculate the remainder of the 
Child Tax Credit payable 
with the family's tax refund.

“Families will receive a let-
ter from the IRS stating the 
total amount the family 
received. However, since 
anecdotal reports suggest 
that many families received 
payments that varied from 
month to month, I suggest 
that families also check their 

own records and bank state-
ments to make sure the 
amount in the IRS letter is 
correct,” Wollan said.

“Don’t file your tax return 
until you have received the 
letter,” Wollan added.

“The tax credit for those 
with day care expenses for 
qualifying children or other 
dependents is expanded this 
year as well, so be sure to 
include that information on 
your return,” Wollan contin-
ued. “In the past, I've seen 
many families who didn't 
bother to put their day care 
costs on their tax return, 
because it wasn't very much, 
or because the tax credit 
didn’t help them the previous 
year. That’s why it’s so 
important that people know 
that for 2021, this credit is 
larger, and it is refundable. 
That means that even fami-
lies who didn’t benefit in prior 
years are likely to benefit 
from the credit this year.”

Iowans also need to know 
how much they received in 
the third Economic Stimulus 
Payment, which was sent out 
beginning in April 2021 
through the summer or fall.

“This payment was gener-
ally $1,400 per qualifying per-
son,” said Wollan. “Everyone 
should report what they 
received, and if you received 
less than you should have, 
the IRS will include the extra 
payment in your tax refund.”

Important every year
Wollan offers the following 

routine reminders for tax 
preparation:

Wait until you have all 
your income documents 
before you file. Even a job 
that you quit last January 
needs to be included on your 
tax return, so make sure to 
get that W-2 form, as well as 
statements about bank inter-
est, brokerage accounts and 
other sources of income.

Take advantage of oppor-
tunities to file taxes for free if 
you are eligible. Free tax 
preparation by IRS-certified 
volunteers is available in 
many communities at 
Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance or AARP tax sites. 
In addition, for those with 
2021 income below $72,000, 
IRS Free File may be an 
option; you'll find it on the 
IRS homepage, www.irs.gov.

Think long term when you 
decide how to use your tax 
refund. A tax refund only 
comes once each year, so it is 
wise to think of the needs that 
might arise throughout the 
year before spending your 
refund. These may include 
annual expenses, such as 
vehicle registration, property 
tax, back-to-school or birth-
days. They may also include 
events or needs you can antic-
ipate, such as planned travel 
for a family wedding, replac-
ing the lawn mower that died 
or knowing you will need new 
tires this year.

Wollan notes that IRS 
VITA tax sites are located 
throughout Iowa and partner 

with organizations including 
some ISU Extension and 
Outreach county offices. A list 
of extension-sponsored sites 
is available from the Human 
Sciences Extension and 
Outreach website at https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/
humansciences/vita. The IRS 
offers a VITA locator tool at 
https://irs.treasury.gov/free-
taxprep/.

To locate AARP volunteer 
tax assistance near you, visit 
the AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide Locator.,

New issues for 2021 tax returns
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One dish meals have been popular like 
forever. Who enjoys a sink full of crusty pots 
and pans after dinner? Better Homes and 
Gardens, a company people have trusted 
for many decades, published many cook-
books over the years. The following recipes 
are adapted from “One Dish! 90 Irresistible 
Easy Dinners that Are Ready When You 
Are” (2013, Hearst Books, NYC). These rec-
ipes not only have instructions but also nu-
tritional facts about each, along with tips to 
make the dish turn out perfectly.

Roasted Broccoli and Chicken Bake
1 cup pearl barley
3 cups low-sodium chicken broth, 
canned or homemade
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 pound boneless, skinless chicken 
breasts cut into 1-inch chunks
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper
1 large carrot, peeled and finely 
chopped
1 small yellow onion, finely chopped
2 large cloves fresh garlic, finely 
chopped
8 oz. fresh white button mushrooms, 
thinly sliced
1/4 cup water
6 cups fresh broccoli florets (about 
two bunches of broccoli)
 In a large microwave-safe bowl, stir 

the barley and broth together. Cover 
with a vented cover and cook on HIGH 
until most of the liquid is absorbed, 20-25 
minutes. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees 
F.  In the meantime, heat 1 tablespoon 
of oil over medium-high heat in a heavy 
12-inch skillet. Add the chicken, sprinkle 
with 1/4 teaspoon salt and the pepper, 
and cook until golden, about 4 minutes, 
stirring once. Remove to a bowl but keep 
the drippings in the skillet. Add the carrot, 
onion and cook 3 minutes. Add the gar-
lic and cook another 30 seconds. Add 
the mushrooms and water, scraping up 
the browned bits from the skillet. Cook 
another 2 minutes and remove from the 
heat. Add the chicken and barley. Trans-
fer all this to a shallow baking dish.  Toss 
the broccoli with the remaining salt and 

oil; arrange on top of the broccoli mixture. 
Bake, uncovered, for 20-25 minutes or un-
til the broccoli is tender.

Shrimp Creole
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 jumbo yellow onion, cut into 1/2-
inch pieces
1 medium green bell pepper, 
coarsely chopped
1 medium red bell pepper, coarsely 
chopped
8 oz. fully-cooked chorizo sausage 
OR pepperoni
2 large clover fresh garlic, minced
1 1/2 cup cooked minute-type white 
rice
1 can (14.5 oz) stewed tomatoes, 
chopped up by hand
1 bottle (8 oz) clam juice
1 pound medium shrimp, shelled and 
deveined.
1 package (10 oz.) frozen whole okra, 

thawed.  SANDY’S NOTE: we don’t eat 
much okra in North Iowa but don’t let 
that turn you off. Yes, it gets somewhat 
mushy when cooked but is really neces-
sary for Creole cooking. Also, try to find 
the chorizo; pepperoni just doesn’t have 
the same flavor.

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. In 
a 3 1/2-quart Dutch oven, heat the oil 
over medium heat until hot. Add the on-
ion and peppers; cook about 10 minutes 
stirring frequently, until tender and lightly 
browned. Cut the sausage into 1/4-inch 
slices and it to the skillet with the garlic. 
Cook 5 minutes longer until the sausage is 
lightly browned. Stir in the rice, stewed to-
matoes, clam juice and 1 3/4 cups water 
and heat to boiling. Cover and place in 
the oven for 20 minutes. Stir in the shrimp 
and okra, recover the pan and bake an-
other 10 minutes or until the rice is tender 
and the shrimp is pink. 

This cookbook has many unusual reci-
pes but I notice that while they take only 
one dish…or two…to prepare most of them 
have multiple ingredients and a bit of prep 
time.  No matter if you are wanting to create 
a new experience for your family or friends.  
And….that’s all she wrote.

We may live without poetry, music and 
art; We may live without conscience and 
live without heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without books; But a 
civilized man cannot live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com

Roger and June (Mach-
mer) Erdmann of North-
wood, celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on De-
cember 27, 2021.  Their Trin-
ity United Methodist Church 
family held a surprise coffee 
fellowship for them after ser-
vice that Sunday.

Roger and June were mar-
ried in Silver Spring, Mary-
land.

They have a daughter,  Dr. 
Susan Erdmann, married to 
Dr. Stephen Dougherty, both 
professors at the University 
of Agder in Kristiansand and 
have sons, Peter and Ter-
ence.  All live in Norway.

Trinity UMC holds surprise 
fellowship for Erdmanns 60th

ROGER AND JUNE ERDMANN

THANK YOU
The City of  Kensett would like to 

thank the WCDA Board, Township 
Trustees and Diamond Jo Casino 

for the grants received for 
shingles for the Shelter House 
and refinishing City Hall floor.  

Thanks bunches!!!

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.” 641-845-2033

Any Single Topping 
Pizza $9.99

12 pc. Chicken $15.99

Cafe Open:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. • 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Good through January 31, 2021

Sunday DINNER SPECIAL
2 pc. Broasted

Chicken Dinner $6.95

We no longer have E85 Gaswe now carry Premium 91 Octane Gas

January SPECIALS

Store open 
7 days a week!

Hours: 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

TUNE Fundraiser 2022

B I N G O
Thursdays, January 13 & 20
at The Timbers from 6-8 p.m.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Family Friendly • Snacks Available • Bar Open

Bingo Card 
$1

641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas 
insurance needs 

since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

JUNE AND ROGER ERDMANN

The recent blast of arctic 
air is growing ice on lakes and 
ponds over much of Iowa. 
Anglers are ready to get out 
for the popular early ice fish-
ing season.

The DNR recommends a 
minimum of four inches of 
clear ice for fishing and at 
least five inches for snowmo-
biles and ATVs. 

A blanket of snow on top of 
an ice-covered lake insulates 
the ice, slowing the growth of 
ice and hiding potential haz-
ards or weak spots. River ice 
is 15 percent weaker than 
lake ice.  Ice with a bluish 

color is safer than clear ice.  
Avoid slushy or honey-combed 
ice and stay away from dark 
spots on the ice.  Don’t walk 
into areas where the snow 
cover looks discolored.

Safety Tips on the Ice
No ice is 100 percent safe.
New ice is usually stronger 

than old ice. 
Don’t go out alone.
Let someone know where 

you are going and when you 
will return.

Check ice thickness as you 
go out.

Avoid off-colored snow or 
ice.

Bring along these basic 
items to help keep you safe: 
hand warmers, ice cleats, ice 
picks to help you crawl out of 
the water if you fall in, a life 
jacket, a floating safety rope, 
a whistle, a basic first aid kit 
and extra dry clothes.

Stay safe as Iowa lakes freeze over
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Echoes from the Loafers’ Club 
Meeting

I’m worried about my brother.
What’s wrong?
He keeps saying, “Deep hole with 

water.”
Don’t worry, he means well.

Driving by Bruce’s drive
I have a wonderful neighbor named 

Bruce. Whenever I pass his drive, 
thoughts occur to me. The sun came up. 
It’s a great way to start a day. The 
weather had been uneven, but variety 
is the spice of life. A meteorologist 
keeps telling me that. A friend said his 
life was good. He’d gotten an air fryer 
for Christmas and doesn’t know how to 
use it or what it’s for, but he’s happy to 
have it. He’s the kind who eats soup 
once a week that he’s made from the 
detritus scraped from his microwave 
oven.

Years ago, a classmate built a tire 
home in Minnesota, a dwelling some-
times called an earthship. It’s a self-suf-
ficient, sustainable and off-the-grid 
home. He said having a home made of 
recycled tires crammed with dirt gave 
him fewer things to worry about during 
his long absences. I’ve never lived in an 
earthship, but I have put bread wrap-
pers over my socks before putting my 
trotters into my boots. This allows my 
off-the-grid feet to slide in easier and 
stay dryer. I’d put my lunch into recy-
cled bread wrappers, too. I had to make 
sure I didn’t recycle the bags from 
around my socks to encase my food.

What’s that noise?

We had the doorbell repaired here at 
the Batt Cave. Now I hear a strange 
sound I haven’t heard since before 
Covid hit. When the doorbell first rang 
in “The Beverly Hillbillies” TV series, 
the Clampett family looked at the walls 
and ceiling, hoping to find out where 
the sound came from. Later, they dis-
covered that each time the music 
played, someone was at the front door. 
I’ve become a Clampett, probably 
Jethro. Now that we have a working 
doorbell, I’ll never win the No Bell 
Prize.

Stories can be found anywhere
A guy I used to know got off work at 

4 each afternoon, at which time he’d 
carry a 5-gallon bucket, holding ice fish-
ing gear, from his workplace to a lake. 
He sat on that bucket five days a week, 
staring into a hole cut into the ice. 
When 90 minutes had passed, he’d 
head home for supper. He could tell 
endless stories about that experience.

Tanks for the memories
In 1971, “All in the Family” was the 

first TV show to feature a toilet flush-
ing. “Leave It to Beaver” was the first 
sitcom to show a toilet when it included 
shots of a toilet tank in 1957.

Freehanded Louisiana
I worked in a big city in Louisiana. I 

was a long way from nothing. It was 
hot. The city smelled like I was in some-
one’s mouth. The amiable woman who 
picked me up at the airport gave me 
chocolates as a gift. I thanked her and 
told her I’d take them home for my 
wife. My driver thought I was being 
sweet, but that was only partially true. 
I don’t like chocolate. There aren’t 

many of us that are averse to chocolate. 
There are so few we could hold our 
annual membership meeting in a phone 
booth if we could find a phone booth.

Nature notes
A house sparrow missing his tail 

was in my yard. If Jim Rockford were 
around, I’d have him put a tail on the 
bird. Dark-eyed juncos are snowbirds. 
Old Man Winter gave them a lot of 
responsibility, but they come through. 
Some red-bellied woodpeckers take 
their red bellies everywhere. Others 
don’t. The red belly isn’t always easily 
noticed. A nervous rooster pheasant in 
the yard behaved hawkwardly. 
Squirrels left footprints in the snow, 
with the larger hind feet appearing in 
front of the smaller front feet. Rabbit 
tracks resemble those of squirrels, 
except the front feet aren’t paired with 
the hind feet and form a triangular 
shape. I know where rabbits have fed 
as twigs and shrubs show clean diago-
nal cuts.  

Meeting adjourned
“If you sit down at set of sun And 

count the acts that you have done, And, 
counting, find One self-denying deed, 
one word That eased the heart of him 
who heard, One glance most kind That 
fell like sunshine where it went—Then 
you may count that day well spent. But 
if, through all the livelong day, You’ve 
cheered no heart, by yea or nay—If, 
through it all You’ve nothing done that 
you can trace That brought the sun-
shine to one face—No act most small 
That helped some soul and nothing 
cost—Then count that day as worse 
than lost.”—George Eliot. 

©Al Batt 2022

Northwood
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Fit to print... Following through on 
New Year’s resolutions

Savvy Senior
How to Get Your Affairs in Order
Dear Savvy Senior,

I would like to get my personal, legal and financial 
information organized so my kids will know what’s 
going on when I’m no longer around. Can you offer any 
tips on the best way to do this?

Unorganized Emma

Dear Emma,
Organizing your important papers and getting your 

personal and financial affairs in order is a smart idea 
and wonderful gift to your loved ones. Here are some 
tips to get you started. 

Get Organized
The first step in getting your affairs in order is to 

gather up all your important personal, financial and 
legal information so you can arrange it in a format that 
will benefit you now, and your loved ones later. 

Then you’ll need to sit down and create various lists 
of important information and instructions of how you 
want certain things handled when you die or if you 
become incapacitated. Here’s a checklist of areas you 
need to focus on.

Personal Information
•	 Contacts: Make a master list of names and 

phone numbers of close friends, doctors, and profession-
al advisers such as your lawyer, accountant, broker and 
insurance agent. 

•	 Medical information: Include a list of medica-
tions you take, along with any allergies and illnesses. 

•	 Personal documents: Include such items as 
your birth certificate, Social Security card, marriage 
license, military discharge papers, etc. 

•	 Secured places: List all the places you keep 
under lock and key such as safe deposit boxes, safe com-
bination, security alarms, etc. 

•	 Digital assets: Make a list of all your digital 
assets, including everything from social media accounts 
to online banking accounts to home utilities that you 
manage online. It should include usernames and pass-
words. Use Rutgers Digital Assets Inventory Worksheet 
(njaes.rutgers.edu/money/pdfs/digital-assets-worksheet.
pdf) as a guide.   

•	 Pets: If you have a pet, give instructions for the 
care of the animal. 

•	 End of life: Indicate your wishes for organ and 
tissue donation and write out your funeral instructions. 
If you’ve made pre-arrangements with a funeral home 
include a copy of agreement, their contact information 
and whether you’ve prepaid or not.  

Legal Documents
•	 Will, trust and estate plan: Include the original 

copy of your will and other estate planning documents 
you’ve made. 

•	 Financial power of attorney: This document 
names someone you trust to handle money matters if 
you’re incapacitated. 

•	 Advance health care directives: This includes a 
living will and medical power of attorney, which spell 
out your wishes regarding your end-of-life medical 
treatment when you can no longer make decisions for 
yourself. 

Financial Records
•	 Financial accounts: Make a list of all your bank 

accounts, brokerage and mutual fund accounts, and any 
other financial assets you have. 

•	 Debts and liabilities: Make a list of any loans, 
leases or debts you have – mortgages owed, car loans, 
student loans, medical bills, credit card debts. Also, 
make a list of all credit and charge cards, including the 
card numbers and contact information.  

•	 Company benefits: List any retirement plans, 
pensions or health benefits from your current or former 
employer including the contact information of the bene-
fits administrator.   

•	 Insurance: List the insurance policies you have 
(life, long-term care, home, auto, Medicare, Medigap, 
prescription drug, etc.) including the policy numbers, 
agents, and phone numbers.  

•	 Property: List real estate, vehicles and other 
properties you own, rent or lease and include documents 
such as deeds, titles, and loan or lease agreements. 

•	 Taxes: Include the location of your tax records 
and your tax preparer’s contact information.  

Keep all your organized information and files togeth-
er in one convenient location, ideally in a fireproof filing 
cabinet or safe in your home. Also be sure to review and 
update it every year, and don’t forget to tell your kids 
where they can find it. 

If you need help, get a copy of “Get It Together: 
Organize Your Records So Your Family Won’t Have To” 
at Nolo.com for $17.50 for the downloadable versions, or 
$20 for a printed copy.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

 

Ponderings from
the Batt Cave

By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.

By Mark Canada and Christina 
Downey
Iowa Capital Dispatch
www.iowacapitaldispatch.com

If you’ve made a New Year’s res-
olution, your plot for self-improve-
ment probably kicks into gear some-
time on Jan. 1, when the hangover 
wears off and the quest for the “new 
you” begins in earnest.

But if research on habit change 
is any indication, only about half of 
New Year’s resolutions are likely to 
make it out of January, much less 
last a lifetime.

As experts in positive psychology 
and literature, we recommend an 
unconventional but more promising 
approach.

We call it the “old year’s resolu-
tion.”

It combines insights from psychol-
ogists and America’s first self-im-
provement guru, Benjamin Franklin, 
who pioneered a habit-change model 
that was way ahead of its time.

With the “old year” approach, 
perhaps you can sidestep the inevi-
table challenges that come with tra-
ditional New Year’s resolutions and 
achieve lasting, positive changes.

A period to practice – and fail
Research has highlighted two po-

tential pitfalls with New Year’s res-
olutions.

First, if you lack the confidence 
to invest in a full-fledged effort, fail-
ure to achieve the goal may become 
a self-fulfilling prophesy. Further-
more, if you maintain the change but 
perceive progress as unacceptably 
slow or inadequate, you may aban-
don the effort.

The old year’s resolution is differ-
ent. Instead of waiting until January 
to start trying to change your life, 
you do a dry run before the New Year 
begins, or start after it begins.

How does that work?
First, identify a change you want 

to make in your life. Do you want to 
eat better? Move more? Sock away 
more savings? Track your progress. 
You might stumble now and then, 
but here’s the thing: You’re just prac-
ticing.

If you’ve ever rehearsed for a play 
or played scrimmages, you’ve used 
this kind of low-stakes practice to 
prepare for the real thing. Such ex-
periences give us permission to fail.

Psychologist Carol Dweck and her 
colleagues have shown that when 
people see failure as the natural re-
sult of striving to achieve something 
challenging, they are more likely to 
persist to the goal.

However, if people perceive failure 
as a definitive sign that they are not 
capable – or even deserving – of suc-
cess, failure can lead to surrender.

If you become convinced that you 
cannot achieve a goal, something 
called “learned helplessness” can 
result, which means you’re likely to 
abandon the endeavor altogether.

Many of us unintentionally set 
ourselves up for failure with our New 
Year’s resolutions. On Jan. 1, we 
jump right into a new lifestyle and, 
unsurprisingly, slip, fall, slip again – 
and eventually never get up.

The old year’s resolution takes 
the pressure off. It gives you per-
mission to fail and even learn from 
failure. You can slowly build confi-
dence, while failures become less of a 
big deal, since they’re all happening 
before the official “start date” of the 
resolution.

A gardener weeding one bed at a 
time

Long before he became one of 
America’s greatest success stories, 
Franklin devised a method that 
helped him overcome life’s inevitable 
failures – and could help you master 
your old year’s resolutions.

When he was still a young man, 
Franklin came up with what he 
called his “bold and arduous project 
of arriving at moral perfection.” With 
charming confidence, he set out to 
master 13 virtues, including temper-
ance, frugality, chastity, industry, 
order and humility.

In a typically Franklinian move, 
he applied a little strategy to his ef-
forts, concentrating on one virtue at 
a time. He likened this approach to 
that of a gardener who “does not at-
tempt to eradicate all the bad herbs 
at once, which would exceed his 
reach and his strength, but works on 
one of the beds at a time.”

In his autobiography, where he de-
scribed this project in detail, Frank-
lin did not say that he tied his project 
to a new year. He also did not give 
up when he slipped once – or more 
than once.

“I was surpris’d to find myself 

so much fuller of faults than I had 
imagined; but I had the satisfaction 
of seeing them diminish,” Franklin 
wrote.

Benjamin Franklin recorded his 
slip-ups over the course of a week.

He made his progress visible in a 
book, where he recorded his slip-ups. 
One page – perhaps only a hypothet-
ical example – shows 16 of them tied 
to “temperance” in a single week. 
(Instead of marking faults, we rec-
ommend recording successes in line 
with the work of habit expert B.J. 
Fogg, whose research suggests that 
celebrating victories helps to drive 
habit change.) Repeated failures 
might discourage someone enough 
to abandon the endeavor altogether. 
But Franklin kept at it – for years. 
To Franklin, it was all about per-
spective: This effort to make himself 
better was a “project,” and projects 
take time.

‘A better and a happier man’
Many years later, Franklin admit-

ted that he never was perfect, despite 
his best efforts. His final assessment, 
however, is worth remembering:

“But, on the whole, tho’ I never 
arrived at the perfection I had been 
so ambitious of obtaining, but fell far 
short of it, yet I was, by the endeav-
our, a better and a happier man than 
I otherwise should have been if I had 
not attempted it.”

Treating self-improvement as 
a project with no rigid time frame 
worked for Franklin. In fact, his 
scheme probably helped him suc-
ceed wildly in business, science and 
politics. Importantly, he also found 
immense personal satisfaction in the 
endeavor: “This little artifice, with 
the blessing of God,” he wrote, was 
the key to “the constant felicity of his 
life, down to his 79th year, in which 
this is written.”

You can enjoy the same success 
Franklin did if you start on your own 
schedule – now, during a new year – 
and treat self-improvement not as a 
goal with a starting date but as an 
ongoing “project.”

It might also help to remember 
Franklin’s note to himself on a virtue 
he called, coincidentally, “Resolu-
tion”: “Resolve to perform what you 
ought; perform without fail what you 
resolve.”
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Northwood 
Anchor Early Files

25 years
ago

January 8, 1997
National Weather 

Service employees Bill 
Scott and Dale Miller last 
Tuesday helped new North-
wood weather observer 
John Podgorniak install 
a temperature sensor at 
the Podgorniak acreage on 
fourth Street South. The 
men had to dig through 
nine inches of snow to give 
the instrument a firm base.

New Worth County 
Sheriff David Gentz took 
the oath of office from coun-
ty attorney Doug Krull last 
Thursday while his father 
Raymond, mother Dorothy, 

daughter Hanna, wife 
Cheryl, daughter Naomi 
and son Jacob looked on in 
the magistrate’s chamber of 
the courthouse annex here. 
Krull also administered the 
oath of office to new district 
supervisor Richard Holstad 
last Thursday just prior to 
the board of supervisors 
1997 organization meeting.

Doug Wallin, county 
Farm Bureau president of 
Northwood, received the 
Worth County Farm Bu-
reau recognition award at 
the Iowa Farm Bureau Fed-
eration annual meeting in 
Des Moines. Larry Babcock, 
director of field service, 
made the presentation. 
Worth County received gold 
star recognition for its 1996 
programs in membership 
and silver stars for legisla-

tive, policy development, ag 
in the classroom leadership 
development, political 
effectiveness and insurance 
activities. 

Kensett residents Orin 
and Aida Knutson were just 
one of the many couples 
who danced the night away 
for “old time’s sake” at the 
Kensett Community Center 
last Tuesday night during 
the annual New Year’s Eve 
celebration sponsored by 
the Kensett Women’s Club.

Northwood-Kensett’s 
two leading rebounders, 
junior center Jon Hickamn 
and senior swingman Ryan 
Buehrer, contested this 
rebound with Lake Mills 
forward Mark VanGorkom 
in their 52-48 win over 
the Bulldogs earlier this 
season. 

75 years 
ago

January 9, 1947
A group of men acting as 

a legislative committee from 
various Farm Bureaus of 
this state legislative district 
met in Northwood at the 
courthouse last Thursday 
with Senator Leo Elthon of 
Fertile. Mitchell, Winnebago 
and Worth counties, which 
comprise Mr. Elthon’s 
district, were represented 
by several delegates each 
and discussion of proposed 
legislation affecting agri-
culture was interesting and 
informative.

Work is under way on the 
N.H.S. annual, which it is 

expected will be a 40-page 
book including photos of 
many school activities, class 
pictures and much interest-
ing text matter. Only once 
before in 1942, has the local 
high school had a printed 
annual. Brice Turvold is in 
charge of the project.

Officers of Northern Light 
Masonic Lodge of this city 
were installed at the regular 
meeting on Tuesday eve-
ning. Ansel J. Conner, the 
outgoing worshipful master, 
served as installing officer 
and Clarence S. Huus at 
installing marshal.

The first of February a new 
active member of The Anchor 
staff is to be added in the 
person of George H. Pitman, 
son of the senior member of 
the Pitman-Barnes Printing 
Company, publishers of 

the newspaper. The young 
man received preliminary 
training in printing and pub-
lishing work while attending 
Northwood high school form 
which he was graduated in 
1929. Following his gradu-
ation from Pomona College 
in California, where he had 
majored in voice and organ, 
George located in Hollywood, 
where he has since been 
engaged in motion pictures 
and radio work as musician 
and actor. 

It was like circus day 
in Northwood on Monday, 
when well over 1,000 persons 
came to town to attend the 
opening of the new Kittleson 
Implement building, get a 
free lunch and take in the 
free show sponsored by the 
Kittlesons at the Northwood 
Theatre. 

100 years 
ago

January 11, 1922
At the organization of the 

Worth County Mail Carriers’ 
Association, Leon H. Wiley, 
Northwood, was chosen presi-
dent for 1922. All carriers, but 
two, were present.

Owing to the fact that the 
Walker Mill machinery ran 
about four feet of water out of 
the pond above the dam one 
day and allowed the Ice to 
fall to the bed of the stream. 
Ice cutting is again confined 
to the “strait” west of the 
A.A. Thompto farm adjoining 
town.

At the regular meeting of 
the Worth County board of 

supervisors held in North-
wood, Supervisor John Mitch-
ell, of Manly, was elected 
chairman for the year of 1922. 
He succeeds Nels Thorson, 
of Northwood, who served 
during 1921. 

The beautiful new Stan-
dard Oil filling station built 
during the fall on the old Park 
Hotel corner was opened for 
business with Ed J. Julson 
as manager. R.J. Traiger, of 
the Des Moines headquarters 
office, was here and officially 
inducted Mr. Julson in his 
new office. The larger part 
of the old hotel building has 
been torn down and removed. 

At the postponed meet-
ing of the directors of the 
Farmers Mutual Insurance 
Association of Worth County 
held at the courthouse in 
Northwood on Monday, O.E. 

Lobben was elected president; 
W.R. Johnson, secretary; and 
C.H. Dwelle, treasurer. Mr. 
Lobben and Mr. Dwelle were 
re-elected to succeed them-
selves and Mr. Johnson takes 
the place of Honorable T.C. 
Rone. J.A. Tenold was elected 
vice president. 

The boards of supervisors 
of Worth and Mitchell coun-
ties will have to defend a shot 
in the February term of court 
at Northwood in which the 
sum of $95,075.17 is involved. 
The matter has to do with a 
contract entered into with 
the Quality Cement Products 
Company of Medford, Minne-
sota, by the terms of which 
the latter corporation was to 
supply drain tile for the joint 
drainage ditch known as No. 
50 in Worth County and No. 7 
in Mitchell County.

50 years 
ago

January 13, 1972
Five local men were 

honored at the annual North-
wood Jaycee recognition ban-
quet at the United Methodist 
Church. Maynard Jaspers 
was named Boss of the Year; 
Daryl Carlson, Grafton, 
Outstanding Young Farmer; 
Craig Lease, Outstanding 
Young Educator; Kenneth 
Logemann, Distinguished 
Service Award; and W.W. 
Hudson, Special Recognition 
Award. Francis Lawler, juve-
nile probation officer, was the 
guest speaker.

Boyd A. Harmon, North-
wood, was elected chairman 

of the Worth County Board of 
Supervisors at their meeting, 
Jan. 3. He was also chairman 
in 1969. Other board mem-
bers are Arnold Buechele, 
Grafton, and Harvey Bartz, 
Kensett. Bartz was chairman 
in 1971 and Buchele, in 1970.

Four Northwood-Kensett 
seniors will attend the Dorian 
Vocal Music Festival at Lu-
ther College, Decorah, Jan. 
23 and 24. They are LuAnne 
Erickson, Marty Ringham, 
Lonna Hanson and Brian 
Groe. The 662 students from 
177 schools will be directed 
by Bev. R. Hanson, director 
of choral activities, Texas 
Christian University, Fort 
Worth, Texas. Miss Erickson 
will also attend Meisters-
inger Festival, Jan. 29 and 
30 at Wartburg College, 
Waverly. Dr. Dale Warland, 

Macalester College, St. Paul, 
Minn., will direct the 85-voice 
choir from Iowa, Nebraska, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Abrams, of Northwood, wish 
to announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Jane 
Marie, to Mr. James Donald 
Schroeder, son of Mrs. Merna 
Schroeder and the late Donal 
Schroeder of Sheffield. Miss 
Abrams is a gradate of North-
wood-Kensett High School 
and of North Iowa Area Com-
munity College of Mason city. 
She is presently employed as 
a medical secretary at Mary 
Greeley Memorial Hospital in 
Ames. Schroeder is a gradu-
ate of Sheffield-Chapin High 
School and is a senior at Iowa 
State in Ames, majoring in 
architecture.

10 years      
ago

January 11, 2012
Mike Ingersoll of North-

wood recently retired as a 
Worth County jailer after 
19 years of service to the 
county. A reception was 
held for him on January 
5 at the Worth County 
Courthouse. Sheriff Jay 
Langenbau presented a 
plaque to Ingersoll stating 
“… For over 19 years of 
dedicated service to the 
Worth County Sheriff’s 
Office and the people of 
Worth County. December 
30, 1992- January 15, 
2012.”

Last week North-

wood-Kensett Junior High 
students took part in the 
annual geography bee at 
the school. This year’s 
competition came down 
to a close finish. Zach 
Hengesteg won this year’s 
bee. Hayden Halbach fin-
ished second place. Jacob 
Mix took third place.

Jeff and Susan Greve 
of Park Ridge, Illinois, 
are proud to announce the 
marriage of their daugh-
ter, Larisa Greve, to Travis 
Kruger, son of Neil and 
Laurene Kruger of Grafton, 
Iowa. They were married 
on July 10, 2011, at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church in 
Park Ridge, Illinois.

N-K’s Jami Dahlby, 
who has taken her game 
to exciting new heights as 
a senior leader, goes up 

strong in a sea of Saints for 
two of her 10 points Friday 
night in Northwood.

While to some a 1-16 
record might not be much 
to brag about, it is a huge 
step in the right direction 
for the younger North-
wood-Kensett wrestling 
team. In the new year that 
we just celebrated, N-K 
is 1-5 and is just a break 
or two from being 2-4 for 
2012.

Freshman Colby Bra-
trud looks to his coaches 
for some advice while he 
tries to put his Hamp-
ton-Dumont opponent’s 
shoulders to the mat 
Saturday morning at the 
Hampton-Dumont Duals. 
Bratrud could it get the fall 
but scored a technical fall 
instead.

Worth County officials 
sat down last week with 
state and national repre-
sentatives to discuss issues 
facing the local government 
agencies.

Ashley Hinson, U.S. 
Representative represent-
ing Worth County, met 
with county officials, as 
well as Jane Bloomingdale, 
who represents Worth 
County in the Iowa legisla-
ture.

Hinson asked the county 
officials to discuss some of 
the issues facing them.

Sheriff Dan Fank said 
that one of the main con-
cerns for his department is 
staffing issues.

Hinson asked if recruit-
ment issues were mainly 
due to pay or benefits.

Fank said that one of the 
main issues is the outsized 
duties for a small county. 
He said that his deputies 
have to deal with the thou-
sands of visitors to the casi-
no and the traffic that trav-
els through the county on 
the interstate.

That has only gotten 
worse in recent years, as 
State law enforcement 
hours and patrols have 
been reduced in the county.

Another issue is that 
deputies can often find 
higher pay across county or 
state borders.

Another major issue 
shared by Fank is a rise in 
the theft of catalytic con-
verters, stolen from homes, 
garages and parking lots. 
Fank said that the convert-
ers are also sold illegally in 

the county as buyers travel 
to make the sale.

Fank shared that there 
has been considerable 
improvement in regards to 
mental health services, 
after the county moved to a 
region that included fewer 
counties.

Fank added that is espe-
cially true when it comes to 
dealing with someone with 
dementia or other mental 
health issues. Having men-
tal health professionals 
respond quickly means 
that law enforcement can 
leave it in qualified hands.

Worth County Public 
Health director Jessica 
Reyerson agreed with 
Fank’s comments, saying 
mental health service 
access is much improved.

Emergency management 
director Mark Tomlinson 
said that getting supplies 
has created difficulties.

Tomlinson also said that 
while there are a lot of 
grant programs for emer-
gency uses, they often don’t 
apply for the needs of a 
county with a smaller pop-
ulation.

Reyerson also discussed 
the difficulties in keeping 
her department staffed. 
She said that, while she is 
currently fully staffed, that 
has been an issue in the 
past.

Reyerson said that the 
pandemic has added more 
duties and responsibilities 
for her staff.

Hinson said that she is 
working in committee to 
try to figure out where the 

workforce disappeared to, 
and how to get people to 
come back. She said they 
are working on ways to 
engage with workers.

Fank said child care is 
another concern.

Hinson said that they 
are working on ways to 
reduce the bottom line 
costs of child care and ways 
to better compensate child 
care workers.

Bloomingdale said that 
there have been several 
bills in the Iowa legislature 
that have worked to 
address child care issues. 
She said that she hoped 
they would progress during 
the coming session.

Another concern for all 
those at the meeting was a 
lack of clarity when it 
comes to pandemic relief 
funds.

All the representatives 
of the county agencies said 
that they have access to 
funds, but it is not clear 
what uses qualify, and if 
they spend the funds, if 
they will qualify to be 
repaid.

Hinson said that has 
been something she has 
been hearing from local 
government officials from 
throughout her district.

Hinson thanked the 
county officials for their 
time and said that her 
favorite part of the job is 
the time she gets to spend 
in Iowa meeting with those 
that live and serve in the 
counties she represents.

Legislators meet with county officials

Nearly one-third (30 
percent) of U.S. home fires 
involving Christmas trees 
occur in January. With 
this post-holiday fire haz-
ard in mind, the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) strongly encour-
ages everyone to keep the 
festive memories and 
remove the hazards by 
disposing of Christmas 
trees promptly after the 
holiday season.

“As much as we all 
enjoy the look and feel of 
Christmas trees in our 
homes, they’re large com-
bustible items that have 
the potential to result in 
serious fires,” said 
Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s 
vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy. “The longer 
Christmas trees remain in 
homes, the longer they 
present a risk.”

Carli notes that fresh 
Christmas trees, which 
continue to dry out and 
become more flammable 
over time, are involved in 
a much larger share of 
reported Christmas tree 

fires than artificial trees.
According to the latest 

NFPA winter holiday fire 
data, 160 home structure 
fires began with Christmas 
trees, resulting in two 
civilian deaths, 12 civilian 
injuries, and $10 million 
in direct property damage, 
on average each year 
between 2015 and 2019. 
Overall, fires that begin 
with Christmas trees rep-
resent a very small but 
notable part of the U.S. 
fire problem, considering 
that they are generally in 
use for a short time each 
year.

To safely dispose of a 
Christmas tree, NFPA 
recommends using the 
local community’s recy-
cling program, if possible; 
trees should not be put in 
the garage or left outside. 
NFPA also offers these 
tips for safely removing 
lighting and decorations 
to ensure that they remain 
in good condition:

Use the gripping area 
on the plug when unplug-
ging electrical decora-

tions. Never pull the cord 
to unplug any device from 
an electrical outlet, as 
this can harm the wire 
and insulation of the cord, 
increasing the risk for 
shock or electrical fire.

As you pack up light 
strings, inspect each line 
for damage, throwing out 
any sets that have loose 
connections, broken sock-
ets or cracked or bare 
wires.

Wrap each set of lights 
and put them in individu-
al plastic bags or wrap 
them around a piece of 
cardboard.

Store electrical decora-
tions in a dry place away 
from children and pets 
where they will not be 
damaged by water or 
dampness.

For more information 
on home fire safety all 
winter long, visit a winter 
safety campaign NFPA 
promotes annually with 
the U.S.  Fire 
Administration.

NFPA encourages removal 
of Christmas trees, as 
nearly one-third of Christmas 
tree fires occur in January



January 3, 2022
First Day

The Worth County Board of 
Supervisors met pursuant to ad-
journment with Mark Smeby and 
A.J. Stone present, Enos Loberg 
via Zoom.

Stone led the meeting in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

Unless otherwise indicated, all 
of the following motions offered 
at this meeting were carried with 
the following vote: Ayes: Smeby, 
Loberg and Stone. Nays: none. 
Abstentions: none.  Absent:  None.  

Motion by Loberg, second by 
Stone, carried to appoint Mark 
Smeby as Chairperson for 2022.

Motion by Loberg, second by 
Stone, carried to appoint Enos 
Loberg as Vice-Chairperson for 
2022.

Motion by Stone, second 
by Loberg, carried to approve 
the January 3, 2022 Agenda as 
amended.   

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve the De-
cember 27, 2021 board minutes.   

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to re-appoint Rich 
Brumm as County Engineer.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to adopt a resolu-
tion that Rich Brumm  is hereby 
authorized and empowered on 
behalf of the Worth County Super-
visors to execute the certification 
of completion of work and final ac-
ceptance with plans and specifica-
tions therefore in connection with 
all Farm to Market construction 
projects in the county, adopt a res-
olution to comply with provisions 
of the 1970 Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Land Acquisition 
Policies Act as amended by Title 
IV of the Surface Transportation 
and Uniform Relocation Assis-
tance Act of 1987; that in accor-
dance with county engineer rec-
ommendation, that for secondary 
road projects, ROW payments be 
3 ½ times the 100% valuation, 

fence removed be $18.00/rod for 
barbed-wire and $32.00/rod for 
woven wire, and crop damage to be 
$950.00/acre for corn and $700.00/
acre for all other crops.

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried that the County 
Auditor be authorized to pay bills 
during a meeting adjournment:

1. Salaries and payroll previ-
ously approved by the board.

2. Insurance payments and 
unemployment quarterly report 
payments.

3. Emergency expenses deemed 
necessary by the County Auditor.

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve drain-
age claims in the amount of 
$1,165.69 as per the following 
schedule:

Century Ag Inc.	, DD #17/Lat 5, 
Repairs............................$1,165.69

Motion by Loberg, second by 
Stone, carried to approve claims in 
the amount of $10,430.35, as per 
the following schedule:
Black Hills Energy Inc
  Service-Eng.................... 1,171.63 
Cindy Thompson
  Reimb-Asr.......................... 109.29 
D & L Equipment
  Supplies-Con..................... 357.21 
Dan Mueller, Reimb-Eng...... 32.92 
Electronic Engineering
  Service-Shf......................... 250.00 
Heartland Power Coop
  Service-Wat....................... 107.00 
Ia State Sheriffs & Deputies 
Association
  Dues-Shf.............................. 50.00 
Isac, Edu-Asr......................  210.00 
J & J Machining Welding & 
Fabricating
  Supplies-Eng....................... 68.00 
Joe's Collision & Performance Inc
  Service-Shf......................... 297.07 
Kevin Springer Construction
  Service-Gsr........................ 200.00 
Larry Elwood Construction
  Parts-Eng........................... 152.64 
Lawson Products Inc
  Supplies-Eng..................... 237.29 
Mediacom, Service-Gsr....... 239.95 

Plunkett's Pest Control Inc
  Service-Gsr........................ 108.16 
The Rustic Thread
  Supplies-Shf................... 1,080.00 
Trading Post
  Supplies-Eng..................... 237.18 
Wahltek  Inc
  Service-911..................... 4,709.60 
Grand Total.................... 10,430.35 

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve the An-
nual Construction Evaluation 

RESOLUTION 
#2022.01.03.01

CONSTRUCTION EVALUA-
TION RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Iowa Code 
section 459.304(3) sets out 
the procedure if a board of 
supervisors wishes to adopt a 
“construction evaluation res-
olution” relating to the con-
struction of a confinement 
feeding operation structure; 
and

WHEREAS, only counties 
that have adopted a construc-
tion evaluation resolution can 
submit to the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) an 
adopted recommendation to 
approve or disapprove a con-
struction permit application 
regarding a proposed confine-
ment feeding operation struc-
ture; and

WHEREAS, only counties 
that have adopted a construc-
tion evaluation resolution and 
submitted an adopted recom-
mendation may contest the 
DNR’s decision regarding a 
specific application; and 

WHEREAS, by adopting a 
construction evaluation reso-
lution the board of supervisors 
agrees to evaluate every con-
struction permit application 
for a proposed confinement 

feeding operation structure 
received by the board of su-
pervisors between February 
1, 2022 and January 31, 2023 
and submit an adopted recom-
mendation regarding that ap-
plication to the DNR; and 

WHEREAS, the board of 
supervisors must conduct an 
evaluation of every construc-
tion permit application using 
the master matrix created in 
Iowa Code section 459.305, 
but the board’s recommenda-
tion to the DNR may be based 
on the final score on the mas-
ter matrix or may be based on 
reasons other than the final 
score on the master matrix;

NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF WORTH COUNTY that 
the Board of Supervisors here-
by adopts this construction 
evaluation resolution pur-
suant to Iowa Code section 
459.304(3).  

Mark Smeby
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Date:  January 3, 2022
ATTEST:

Jacki A. Backhaus, 
County Auditor

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to acknowledge 
the Compensation Board recom-
mendations.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve that 
$14.03 will be the hourly rate paid 
by the courthouse for 2022.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried that the North-
wood Anchor and Manly Junction 
Signal be designated the official 
county newspapers for 2022.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Smeby, carried to approve $.585/
mile as the mileage rate for 2022.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve the 
county daily meal reimbursement 
rate remain at $35/day for 2022.  

Chairperson, Mark Smeby re-
cessed the regular session at 8:54 
A.M.

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to open the public 
hearing of the first reading of Or-
dinance #08-01-11A – Ordinance 
to Establish Election Precincts 
at 9:00 A.M. There was no public 
comment.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to close the public 
hearing at 9:01 A.M.

Chairperson, Mark Smeby re-
convened the regular session at 
9:01 A.M.  

The third reading of Ordiance 
#08-01-11A is set for Monday, 
January 10th at 9:00 A.M.    

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to adjourn at 
9:01 A.M.  The next meeting of 
the Board of Supervisors will be 
Monday, January 10, 2022 at 8:30 
A.M.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Aaron Stone, Chairperson

Supervisors
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Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

900 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-1023  Home 324-1391

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. Thursday
First Lutheran Church

For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244

NORTHWOOD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

641-324-1340

Dr. Scott Bosacker DDS
For All Your Dental Needs
We Welcome New Patients!

Mon. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday Evenings • Some Saturdays
Emergency Appts.

www.LakeMillsDentist.com
206 E. Main St.

Lake Mills, IA 50450
641-592-1100

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. -  Noon

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Legal

 IN THE IOWA 
DISTRICT COURT

FOR WORTH COUNTY IN 
THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
DONALD L. LAU, 

DECEASED
Probate No. ESPR009299 

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF 
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT 

OF EXECUTORS, AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interest-

ed in the Estate of Donald L. 
Lau, Deceased, who died on 
or about the 31st day of July, 
2021:

You are hereby notified 
that on the 20th day of De-
cember, 2021, the Last Will 
and Testament of Donald L. 
Lau, deceased, bearing date 
of the 21st day of November, 
2018, was admitted to probate 
in the above named court and 
that Cora C. Lau was appoint-
ed Executor of the estate. Any 
action to set aside the will 
must be brought in the district 
court of said county within the 
later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of 
mailing this notice to all heirs 
of the decedent and devisees 
under the will whose identi-
ties are reasonably ascertain-
able, or thereafter be forever 
barred. Notice is further giv-
en that all persons indebted 
to the estate are requested to 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned, and credi-
tors having claims against the 
estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above named dis-
trict court, as provided by law, 
duly authenticated, for allow-
ance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur of four months 
from the second publication of 
this notice or one month from 
the date of mailing of this no-
tice (unless otherwise allowed 
or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.

Dated this 29th day of De-
cember, 2021

Cora C. Lau 
84420 120th Street

Glenville, Minnesota 56036 
Executor of the Estate

Andrew C. Johnston 
ICIS Pin No. AT0012303
Laird Law Firm, P.L.C. 
11 Fourth Street NE
P.O. Box 1567
Mason City, IA 50402-1567 
Attorney for Executor

Date of second publication 
the 12th day of January, 2022.
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By Kaylee Schuermann
Winn-Worth Betco 
marketing assistant

With years of alteration 
experience, Northwood local 
Brittany Low began work-
ing independently as a 
seamstress in 2017. By the 
end of the year, she had 
turned her business into a 
formal wear shop named 
Fringe and Lace by 
Brittany.

Fringe and Lace By 
Brittany carries four differ-
ent designers and six main 
collections. Low sells dress-
es for bridal, bridesmaids, 
mothers and prom, and 
suits for men.

According to Low, she is 
particular about the design-
ers she carries. She looks 
specifically at fabric quali-
ties and construction to 
ensure quality and reason-
ably priced products for her 
customers.

“I don’t want to put 
gowns out that are poor 
quality, but I don’t want 
them to break the bank 
either,” said Low. “All of the 
(bridal) gowns in the store 
range on average $1,200-
2,200... I promise you that it 

is the best quality that is 
out there.”

The business consists of 
Low, another seamstress 
and a couple of salespeople. 
Low said she “couldn’t func-
tion without them” and 
claims she and her team are 
confident in their abilities 
and proud of their alter-
ation skills.

“It’s nice to be able to 
trust that I will have help 
and support,” Low said. “It’s 
nice that I can be away from 
the store and not have to 
worry.”

Before starting her busi-
ness, those around Low had 
some concerns about wheth-
er or not she would be able 
to run a successful business 
in a small town like 
Northwood. Low never 
doubted that she could do it.

Fringe and Lace By 
Brittany pulls customers 
not only from Clear Lake, 
Mason City and Albert Lea 
but also from Des Moines, 
Rochester, Cedar Rapids 
and other farther-out signif-
icant cities.

“I’m bringing the latest 
and greatest designs that 
you’ll find in big metro 

areas, but I’m bringing 
them to Northwood,” said 
Low. “So if you like that 
kind of boutique, intimate 
feel, I think that is what 
made us so unique overall, 
and probably what has 
made us as successful as we 

are too.”
Those interested in shop-

ping through Fringe and 
Lace By Brittany can book 
an appointment on its web-
site at fringeandlacebybrit-
tany.com.

Fringe and Lace by Brittany
Winn-Worth Betco spotlight
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Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (641) 398-2524
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (641) 398-2524

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

THOFSON
PLUMBING, HEATING & 

COOLING

Full Service Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

Commercial, Residential 
& Remodeling

Tim Thofson
Bus.: 641-324-3253
Cell: 641-390-0864

2000 Central Ave. • Northwood, IA

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING 

RATES
First 50 Words $10 plus .10/

word over 50
(Minimum charge $10)

Classified Display; $6.40 
per column inch

$1.50 Billing Charge
Phone 324-1051 or by 

Deadline Noon 
on Fridays

FOR RENT: Two bedroom 
apartment for rent. Stove, 
refrigerator, gas & water in-
cluded. No pets, no smoking. 
$500 deposit / $500 per month. 
Available November 1.  Call 
641-390-1394                  43-tfTP

FOR RENT: One Bedroom 
Apartment upstairs for rent. 
Stove, refrigerator, microwave 
& water included. No smoking/
no pets. Application or refer-
ences. $310 plus deposit. Call 
641-390-1317.                45tfBN

FOR RENT
Wanted to Buy or Trade
Buying and selling any gold and silver items, collector coins, diamonds, gold 
jewelry, paying $20-$30 for silver dollars, rare currency. No collection too big. 
Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, Minnesota, 507-235-3886, 507-399-9982, open 10:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.641-324-1051

N o t e p a d s  F o r  S a l e
Call the Northwood Anchor 

for details 

641-324-1051

NOTICE: “IOWA’S 75th An-
niversary” Rescheduled event 
at the Bolan Schoolhouse & 
Cultural Center, 4206 Tulip 
Lane, Bolan, Iowa. Wednesday, 
Jan. 26, 2022, 4:30 – 9 p.m. 
Soups, sandwiches, brownies, 
ice cream, 53 silent auction 
items, $5 – $100 values. “Iowa 
early history – Glaciers to Set-
tlement” 72-min documentary 
showing at 7 p.m. More info, 
call 641-903-9472.               2-2t

NOTICE

By Mike Simmons
Sports Editor

After picking up its first 
win of the season right 
before the Christmas break, 
beating Central Springs, 
the Northwood-Kensett 
boys basketball team con-
tinued its winning ways 
in the new year, beating 
Riceville and Saint Ansgar 
before ending the week with 
a loss to Osage.

Looking to pick up right 
where they left off before 
the break, the Vikings came 
into last Monday’s non-con-
ference game with Riceville 
full of confidence and ended 
the first quarter with a six-
point advantage, 12-6.

The scoring picked up for 
both schools in the second 
quarter when they com-
bined for 33 points but the 
Vikings, who once led in the 
second quarter by 10, 25-15, 
nonetheless ended the first 
half of play with a five-point 
advantage, leading 28-23 at 
the halftime break. 

Once again leading by 10 
points in the third quarter, 
the Vikings scored eight 
consecutive points to lead 
46-28 and eventually ended 
the third quarter with a 52-
36 lead. 

The Wildcats chipped 
away at the deficit in the 
fourth quarter, outscoring 
the Vikings 25-17 in the 

final eight minutes of play 
and made a game of it be-
fore falling to N-K down the 
stretch, losing 69-61. 

The win gives the Vikings 
a win in 11 of the last 12 
games played between the 
once Corn Bowl Conference 
rivals. 

Lamonte Sims and Jason 
Hanson scored 18 points 
each while Carter Anderson 
and Kooper Julseth added 
13 and 11 points respective-
ly. 

The Vikings made it three 
in a row and two for two in 
2022 with a win last Tues-
day night over the Saints, 
giving Northwood-Kensett 
three consecutive wins over 

Saint Ansgar after snapping 
a nine-game losing streak to 
its rival.

As the score indicates, 
this was a tight game 
throughout with neither 
team holding more than a 
three-point lead at the end 
of any quarter. The Vikings 
led 9-8 after the first, it was 
tied at 19-19 at the half, 
the Vikings led 30-28 after 
three and they held on for 
the 42-39 win after outscor-
ing the Saints 12-11 in the 
final eight minutes of play. 

Freshman Colby Eskild-
sen led the team with 11 
points and eight rebounds 
while Sims, Hanson and 
Anderson all added eight 

points each. 
Last Friday night the 

Green Devils of Osage 
continued their dominance 
over the Vikings with their 
14th consecutive win over 
N-K since joining the Top 
of Iowa Conference East in 
2015. 

Compounding a 41-20 
halftime deficit, the Vikings 
were outscored 19-4 in the 
third quarter, sealing their 
fate in this game, a 76-38 
TIC East loss.

The Green Devil’s bench 
outscored N-K’s 24-2 in a 
game that was decided by 
36 points. 

With the two wins last 
week the Vikings are now 

3-6 overall and 2-5 in the 
TIC East.

They had games sched-
uled for this week on 
Tuesday at North Butler 
and Friday at home against 
Nashua-Plainfield.

TIC East Standings
TIC East       Overall

Newman Catholic 	8-0 10-0
Osage 	 7-1 9-2
North Butler 	 4-3 7-4
Nashua-Plainfield 	 4-4 7-4
Central Springs 	 3-5 4-6
West Fork 	 3-5 3-6
Northwood-Kensett 	2-5 3-6
Rockford 	 2-5 5-6
Saint Ansgar 	 1-6 1-8

Young Vikings win three straight, now sit at 3-6 overall

Freshman sensation Colby Eskildsen makes scoring look easy with two points in the lane last 
Monday night in Northwood. Eskildsen, who is second on the team with 12.3 points per game, 
got into foul trouble against the Wildcats, picking up his fourth foul with 4:50 remaining in 
the third quarter.

N-K’s Lamonte Sims drives to the basket for two points in last Monday’s 69-61 win over Ricev-
ille. Sims usually gets his points driving hard to the basket but on this night, the talented 
junior splashed four treys, giving him a career high 18 points against the Wildcats.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Viking Manor

1503 3rd Ave. S., Northwood, IA
Stove and refrigerator furnished.

Laundry center on site.
Rental assistance available to qualified tenants.
Ideal setting for elderly (62 yrs. of age or older) 

or disabled individuals of any age!
Special incentive - $200 Security Deposit.

Murphy Realty and 
Management, Inc.

P.O. Box 476, Algona, IA 50511
515-295-2927

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

155.97 Acres, M/L - Cerro Gordo Co., IA
Located approximately 3 mi. northwest of Clear Lake

149.46 Crop acres with 78.00 CSR2 
One-Chance Sealed Bid 

Deadline: 4:00 p.m., CST, February 8, 2022 
To Request a Bid Packet with Complete Details

Contact our Mason City Office Below

Sealed 
Bid Sale

Mason City • 641.423.9531 
www.Hertz.ag

• Diagnostics 
• Oil Changes 
• Tires 
• Engine Work 
• General Repair

Kirby Knudtson, Owner
616 Central Ave.



By Mike Simmons
Sports Editor

In search of its identity, 
the Lady Vikings of North-
wood-Kensett lost all three 
games played last week and 
have now lost seven of the 
last eight games played, 
having not won since a 
December 22nd win over 
Central Springs.

Starting 2022 winless 
after losing to Riceville, Saint 
Ansgar and Osage, the Lady 
Vikings are in search of their 
identity – are they an inside 
scoring team, an outside 
shooting team, a balanced 
scoring team or do they rely 
on a few solid players while 
the rest are supporting 
actors?

Until the team figures this 
out, they’ll continue to suffer 
losses like they did last Mon-
day night to non-conference 
rival Riceville. The Lady Vi-
kings fell behind 9-0 to start 
the first eight minutes of play 
and despite some improved 
play throughout the game, 
N-K never really managed 
to make a run against the 
Wildcats, trailing 27-12 at 
the half before finally falling 
41-29.

N-K is 21-5 against the 
Wildcats since 2006 but 
Riceville has been on a roll 
lately, winning two in a row 
and three of the last four 
games against its former 
Corn Bowl Conference rival. 

Senior Emma Davidson 
led the team with eight 
points while Madalynn 
Hanson and Chloe Costello 
for 10 points, three steals, six 
assists and 12 rebounds in 
the non-conference loss. 

In last Tuesday night’s 
game against Saint Ansgar, 
the Lady Vikings drained the 
same number of field goals 
as the Saints and even hit 
five more 3s than their oppo-
nents, but the big difference 
in this narrow 47-43 loss was 
the charity stripe, where the 
Saints drained 13 of 21 while 
N-K managed just 4 of 7, 
directly leading to the four-
point deficit.

The loss to the Saints last 
Tuesday is the ninth loss in 
a row for the Lady Vikings 
against their Top of Iowa 
Conference East rival. 

Senior Carly Hengesteg 
led the team with 10 points, 
while sophomore Ella Leon-
ard added eight points and 
two rebounds. 

After losing to Riceville 
and Saint Ansgar, two teams 
that the Lady Vikings could 
have and should have beat-
en, they started last Friday’s 
game against 3A’s Osage 

on a high note, holding the 
Green Devils to just five first 
quarter points. 

But after that nice defen-
sive start, N-K lost ground 
in the second quarter and 
was looking at a 21-9 deficit 
to start the third quarter of 
play. In the third, the Lady 
Vikings hung with Osage, 

ending the third even with 
the Green Devils at 11 points 
each but still trailing by 12, 
32-20 heading into the final 
eight minutes of play, even-
tually losing by 17 points, 
45-28. The Green Devils are 
now 13-0 against N-K since 
joining the TIC East in 2015. 

With the three losses last 
week the Lady Vikings are 

now 3-7 overall and 2-5 in the 
TIC East.

N-K’s games this week 
included Tuesday at North 
Butler and Friday versus 
Nashua-Plainfield. 

TIC East Standings
           TIC East     Overall

Osage 7-1 8-3
Saint Ansgar 6-1 7-3
West Fork 6-2 7-3

Central Springs 4-3 6-4
Nashua-Plainfield 4-4 7-5
Newman Catholic 3-4 3-8
Northwood-Kensett 2-5 3-7
North Butler 1-6 1-10
Rockford 0-7 1-10

By Mike Simmons
Sports Editor

The Northwood-Kensett 
wrestling team took a little 
break from dual action 
after compiling a 6-13 record 
before the holiday break, 
competing instead in an 
individual tournament last 
Saturday at GTRA, its first 
action of 2022.

At last Saturday’s GTRA 
Invitational, the Vikings 

crowned four champions and 
placed fifth out of 11 teams 
competing. That included 
Akron-Westfield, Boy-
den-Hull/Rock Valley, Cen-
tral Springs, Garner-Hay-
field-Ventura, GTRA, 
Manson NW Webster, North 
Union, Northwood-Kensett, 
OA-BCIG, Sibley-Ocheyedan 
and West Bend-Mallard.

The Vikings’ four champi-
ons include Josiah Kliment, 

who went 3-0 and won his 
first-place match by fall in 
just 41 seconds over Ian 
Kohnen of Manson NW 
Webster; Drake Tiedemann, 
who went 4-0, winning all by 
fall and won his first-place 
match over Jordan Saul of 
GTRA; Tyler Mills, who went 
3-0 and won his first-place 
match by fall over Casey Pick 
of Boyden-Hull/Rock Valley; 
and Mason Thofson, who 

went 3-0 and won his first-
place match by fall over Cael 
Moffatt of Akron-Westfield. 

Others competing at 
GTRA for the Vikings were 
Aden Bice (1-2), Michael Da-
vis (1-2), Trent Tiedemann 
(2-1 – 5th) and Hayden 
Moore (0-2).

The Vikings, now 6-13 
in duals on the year, will 
compete against Forest City, 
Saint Ansgar and G-H-V this 

Thursday in Forest City and 
will end the week on Satur-
day at AGWSR. 

Vikings Season (Career) 
Records – Drake Tiedemann 
26-0 (133-22), Kylie Robin-
son 2-0 (2-0), Tyler Mills 24-2 
(80-31), Josiah Kliment 23-3 
(113-43), Mason Thofson 
13-2 (35-26), Treycen Rollene 
4-1 (70-32), Trent Tiedemann 
6-2 (6-2), Jessika Ausborn 
14-7 (14-7), Dalton Logeman 

4-2 (43-40), Michael Davis 
17-11 (17-11), Terry Ausborn 
9-7 (9-7), Aden Bice 16-17 
(16-17), Michael Janssen 7-9 
(18-50), Hayden Moore 11-15 
(39-55), Thomas Rodemeyer 
3-6 (3-6), Noah Woltzen 3-8 
(3-8), Aaron Davis 1-3 (1-5), 
Chaz Cummins 5-16 (5-16), 
Marisa Halbach 1-4 (1-4), 
Christopher Madsen 2-9 
(3-10), Hadley Buenzow 0-4 
(0-4)
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Stat of the Week: Normally, a senior win-
ning the crown at a wrestling tournament 
might not be breaking news, but when that 
senior has battled injuries and seen limited 
time on the mat this season and came into the 
year with a sub .500 record at 22-24, it is big 
news. And a big man, N-K’s heavyweight, se-
nior Mason Thofson, went wild on the com-
petition last Saturday at GTRA, winning all 
three matches by fall, including the champi-
onship match where he pinned his opponent 
just 1:26 into the second period. Thofson, who 
is now 13-2 on the year, has won nine of those 
matches by fall and has earned his team 54 
points this season.

Stat of the Week: With a lineup that has 
four players going 6’-4”, 6’-4”, 6’-4” and 6’-
3”, you wouldn’t expect a whole lot out of the 
fifth starter who pushes 5’-5” in platform 
sneakers. But you won’t be able to convince 
Riceville of that after N-K’s small but tal-
ented point guard, Lamonte Sims, lit up the 
Wildcats with a career high 18 points in last 
Monday’s non-conference win over Riceville. 
Sims, who usually dishes out assists (2nd 
with 1.3 per game) and is averaging just 4.6 
points per game, drained 7-12 of his shots, 
including 4-7 from 3-point range. He also 
had two steals, one assist and four rebounds 
while committing just three turnovers.

Sp
or

ts

LAMONTE SIMS MASON THOFSON

N-K senior Carly Hengesteg 
puts up a running jumper in 
last Monday’s non-conference 
loss Riceville. Hengesteg 
scored four points on 2-10 
shooting from the field. 

In search of an identity Lady Vikings lose seven of last eight games

6-13 Vikings crown four champions at GTRA Invitational

Worth County

All Worth County 
Families are 
invited to 
attend, learn 
about 4-H and 
enroll in 4-H!
No pre-registration 
required necessary

JOIN 

NOW!

For more information contact Kimberly Bode, Worth County 4-H Coordinator 
or Dennis Johnson, Extension Education Specialist at 641-324-1531

Sunday, January 16 • 4-5 p.m.
Worth County Extension

Community Room at Fairgrounds

4-H NEW MEMBER MEETING

Coming close on multiple occasions to pinning his opponent, the Vikings’ Michael Davis tries 
one more time to put the shoulders on the mat last Saturday morning at the GTRA Invitational. 
Davis eventually won the match by fall over Paul Shonka of Central Springs and finished the 
day with a 1-2 record.

N-K’s Drake Tiedemann pins Isaac Van Beek of Boyden-Hull/Rock Valley at last Saturday’s 
GTRA Invitational. Tiedemann won the title at 170 pounds, going 4-0 with four falls. The tal-
ented senior is now 26-0 on the year with 16 of those wins coming by fall.

1 MAPLE ST. • KENSETT, IA 50448 • 641-845-2199

Amazing Winter Sales

D&L EQUIPMENT

New Ariens 
PRO 32

2 Stage, 420cc 
Ariens Engine, 
32” Clearing 
Path, Electric 

start, Auto-Turn, 
Handwarmers

$2,799

$1,999
New Ariens 
Deluxe 30 

EFI
2 Stage 306cc 
Ariens Engine, 
30” Clearing 

Path, Auto-Turn, 
Electric Start 

$1,399

New Ariens 
Deluxe 28
2 Stage, 254cc 
Ariens Engine, 
28” Clearing 

Path, Auto-Turn, 
Electric Start

$649

New Ariens 
Path Pro

Single Stage, 208cc Ariens 
Engine, 21” Clearing Path, 

Electric StartNew Ariens Compact 24
2 Stage, 223cc Ariens Engine, 
24” Clearing Path, Track Drive, 

Electric Start

$1,399

Sophomore Chloe Costello 
attempts a long-range jump 
shot in last Monday night’s 
41-29 non-conference loss to 
the Wildcats. Costello went 
0-4 from 3-point range but 
sank 3-10 from the field and 
scored six points in the loss.
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