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Worth County 
Fair 2022 4-H 
and FFA swine 
weigh-in set 
for March 4

The Worth County 
Fair 4-H and FFA swine 
weigh-ins will take place 
this Friday, March 4 from 
4 to 6 p.m. at the North-
wood-Kensett Vo. Ag. 
Shop. 

Exhibitors may weigh 
up to eight market gilts 
or eight market barrows. 
The maximum weight is 
85 pounds and exhibitors 
are to have all pigs ear 
notched and castrated 
prior to the weigh-in. 

More information is 
available by calling Dennis 
Johnson, Worth County 
Extension Education Spe-
cialist, at  641-324-1531 
in Northwood or emailing 
him at djohn@iastate.edu.

County  
Republican 
Convention 
March 12

The Worth County 
Republican Convention 
will be held at the N-K 
high school, beginning at 
10 a.m, on Saturday, 
March 12.

 The Central Committee 
will meet concurrent with 
the convention.

All delegates and cen-
tral committee members 
elected at the February 
Caucus should attend to 
determine the county 
Republican platform and 
elect delegates to attend 
the District and State 
Republican Conventions.

Anyone with questions 
may contact Jeff Gorball 
at 641 529-0975.

The Week’s
WEATHER

by  National Weather Service 
Observer

John Podgorniak
Date	 Hi	       Lo	 Prec.
Tues. Feb. 22	 21	 -1	
Wed. Feb. 23	 7	 -6		
Thurs. Feb. 24	 16	 2		
Fri. Feb. 25	 14	 1	
Sat. Feb. 26	 34	 8
Sun. Feb. 27	 39	 13
Mon. Feb. 28	 53	 36		  The Lutheran Retirement Home named its annual Valentines Royalty and this year for 2022 is 

Paul Hanson and Gloria Hall.

The Lutheran Retirement Home also had a Fantasy Football 
competition this year and this was won by Michael Christ, who 
had the LA Rams.

This Friday, March 4, 
Northwood-Kensett stu-
dents will share their tal-
ents during POPS LIV, 
with a theme of “Just 
Dance!" The show will go on 
at 7 p.m. at the N-K 
Elementary gym. 

The toe-tapping tunes 
will include the high school 
band sharing “Dancing in 
the Street”; “Your Mama 
Don’t Dance”; “Can I Have 
This Dance” (from “High 
School Musical 3”); “Jump, 
Jive an’ Wail”; and “Party 
Dance Mix” (includes 
“Moves Like Jager,” “Good 
Time,” and “Party Rock 
Anthem”).

The high school jazz 
band is also preparing sev-
eral selections.

The high school choir 
will perform “Charleston,” 
“Puttin’ on the Ritz,” “Born 
to Hand Jive” and “Dance 
Evolution medley” (“Hound 
Dog,” “The Twist,” “Keep 
On,” “Greased Lightning,” 

POPS, see Page 3

POPS 
LIV on 
the way 
Friday

The Worth County 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission had a public 
hearing last week to answer 
questions about the process 
of a potential recommenda-
tion for countywide zoning.

The expansion of zoning 
is being discussed after the 
Worth County supervisors 
began the consideration of a 
wind development ordi-
nance. The supervisors 
were advised that passing 
the ordinance on its own 
could be viewed as discrimi-
natory against the industry.

However, zoning ordi-
nances include similar rules 
to what is included in the 

wind ordinance, and can be 
applied to specific land 
uses.

The county does have a 
zoning ordinance in place. 
However, it is only in effect 
in the three townships, that 
include Interstate 35.

To make wind develop-
ment rules apply county-
wide, zoning would need to 
expand.

While it is a motivating 
factor, it is not the first time 
that zoning expansion has 
been considered.

With that in mind, the 
zoning commission has been 
discussing the process of 
determining if and how they 

should make a recommen-
dation to the supervisors. 
Part of that is two public 
hearings to hear comments 
and questions from those 
that could find themselves 
in a newly zoned township.

The first public hearing 
was held on February 22. 
The intent of that meeting 
was to answer any ques-
tions about the process of 
expanded zoning and how 
the commission intends to 
proceed.

The meeting was some-
what sparsely attended, but 
a few rural residents, whose 
properties would become 
zoned, asked questions, 

while another signaled sup-
port.

One rural resident asked 
what the process would 
involve to modify the coun-
ty’s zoning ordinance if it is 
expanded to encompass all 
12 townships, mentioning 
wind turbine setbacks in 
the process.

Commission chairman 
Jeff Gorball said that the 
process would begin with 
expanding zoning. As the 
county’s zoning ordinance 
does not mention wind 
developments currently, 
there would be no turbine 
regulations initially. Adding 

Zoning, see Page 2

Expanded county zoning brings 
questions at first public hearing

Worth County's school 
districts recently approved 
their plans for their share 
of WCDA education dollars.

Since it was established, 
education has been a focus 
of the WCDA, as it has des-
ignated half of its 5.76% of 
Diamond Jo casino revenue 
to students and schools. 
That money goes towards 

scholarships for Worth 
County's graduating seniors 
each year, gift cards for 
Worth students and pre-
school tuition, along with 
funds given to school dis-
tricts with borders in Worth 
County, based on the num-
ber of Worth students 
attending.

At recent meetings, the 

Northwood-Kensett and 
Central Springs school 
boards approved their plans 
for how districts will spend 
their portion of WCDA edu-
cation dollars.

The amount available to 
the school districts was up 
from the previous school 
year. However in 2021, the 
WCDA funds were down 

after the casino was closed 
during the first year of the 
pandemic.

Northwood-Kensett will 
receive $464,820.86 for the 
2022-2023 school year. That 
is up 20.2%, or $78,183.65 
from the total for the cur-
rent school year.

The most recent amount 
for a full year of casino 

operations brought in 
$493,154.19 for the 2020-
2021 school year at N-K. 
That is 6.1%, or $28,333.33 
more than for the next 
school year.

At Central Springs, 
$370,540.26 will be avail-
able for the coming school 
year. That is up 58.9%, or 

WCDA, see Page 2

Worth schools approve WCDA education fund uses

Worth County officials 
recently discussed potential 
uses of federal COVID-19 
recovery funds.

The funds come as a part 
of the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. 
The County has discussed 
several potential projects, 
needs and other uses of 
those funds. That contin-
ued at the December 21 
meeting as supervisor AJ 
Stone shared what was dis-
cussed by the committee of 
county officials that has 
looked at uses of ARPA 
funds.

The funds will come in 
Funds, see Page 2

County 
officials 
consider 
uses of 
recovery 
act funds

Game time
Students in Northwood-Kensett’s sports marketing class took a field trip last week to see the subject of the class in a real 
world application. The trip included a visit to the Target Center to learn how sports marketing is used by the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves and to take in a game.
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several phases. The first 
phase includes roughly 
$700,000 for the inter-
change water/wastewater 
system.

Other funds that have 
been suggested, according 
to Stone are wifi and secu-
rity cameras at Kuennen’s 
Quarry and Worth County 
Lake.

The cameras would 
address the issues with 
dangerous behavior at 
Kuennen’s Quarry in previ-
ous summers. The wireless 
internet connection is nec-
essary to access the video 
from the cameras remotely. 
The wifi could also be used 
as a feature for those camp-
ing at the parks. The esti-
mated cost of the internet 
connections and cameras is 
between $40,000-50,000.

Another project that is 
being considered is build-
ing or renovating a build-
ing that could be used for 
storage, as well as a drive-
through clinic should a 
future public health situa-
tion require that option.

The storage could pro-
vide an enclosed space for 
the county’s public trans-
portation vehicles, as well 
as an EMA trailer and elec-

tions equipment. There was 
some discussion of working 
with the Worth County 
Fair Board to either reno-
vate or build a new build-
ing that would meet the 
County’s needs but then 
could be vacated and be 
made available for other 
uses during the fair.

Other potential ARPA 
uses included future unex-
pected maintenance needs 
at the courthouse, until a 
course of action for renovat-
ing or building a new facili-
ty begins.

At that meeting the 
supervisors had learned 
about the need to clean 
mold from ductwork in sev-
eral areas of the court-
house. It was suggested 
that remaining first phase 
ARPA funds could be used 
for that purpose. 
Unforeseen projects at the 
courthouse were also noted 
for funds in the future.

One suggestion that was 
not as certain was the 
potential use of ARPA 
funds to give to County 
employees as a form of haz-
ard pay.

Supervisor Mark Smeby 
said that while he valued 
the dedication of the 

employees, he thought the 
funds should be used on 
projects that are for the 
greater good of the county 
and that benefit the tax-
payers.

Enos Loberg said that he 
would like to see some com-
pensation for the hazards 
that were likely faced by 
those working in public 
health and in the sheriff’s 
office during the early days 
of the pandemic. But, he 
acknowledged that they 
shouldn’t only compensate 
those departments if they 
did approve some form of 
hazard pay.

Stone said that he was 
on the fence. He noted that 
no one went without pay or 
had any lost income to com-
pensate for, as workers in 
other sectors that received 
additional funds may have.

 The supervisors noted 
that the County did not 
have the funds on hand for 
the hazard pay from the 
first round of ARPA money.

The committee consider-
ing uses of the funds will 
continue their discussions 
and make recommenda-
tions as future rounds of 
funding become available.

Funds
Cont. from Page 1

the proposed wind regula-
tions would come after the 
zoning expansion.

Another resident asked 
about how zoning would 
apply if it expands, specifi-
cally if it would impact the 
current or potential future 
uses of her property.

Gorball explained that 
when zoning first expands, 
that any existing use of 
property would be allowed, 
as would any buildings that 
are in the process of being 
built. Minor changes to 
property would also be 
allowed, such as  windows, 
trees or replacing a part of 
an existing structure.

Any new building or a 
change of the use of a prop-
erty would require a build-
ing permit. If the new 
structure or land complies 
with zoning rules, there 
would be no other issues. A 
process also exists to apply 
for variances that may still 
allow for some projects that 
don’t meet zoning regula-
tions.

The commission mem-
bers were asked if the per-
mit requirements would 
apply to land zoned for 
agricultural purposes.

Gorball said that by Iowa 
law, any land zoned as agri-
cultural would be exempt 
from zoning requirements, 
including the permit pro-
cess. That includes homes, 
sheds and other buildings 
and ag uses.

The commission was 
asked how the zoning ordi-
nance would be enforced.

Gorball said that the 
permit process is the main 
method. He added that he 
thought it unlikely that the 
County would hire someone 
to drive around and patrol 
for permit uses. In response 
to another question later in 
the hearing, Gorball added 
that there isn’t an inspec-
tion process in the ordi-
nance, just an initial review 
after the permit is approved.

Another resident, who 
has spoken in opposition to 
wind development, shared 
her support for expanded 
zoning, particularly as a 
way to implement the pro-
posed wind regulations.

She said that she has 
worked with zoning in 
other counties and that 
those that make the deci-
sions are people with the 
best interest of the commu-

nity in mind. She said that 
countywide zoning would 
strengthen the ordinances 
of the county.

Gorball said that the 
commission will continue 
the process based on the 
hearing and will prepare 
for a second hearing after 
sharing more information, 
including potential zoning 
designations in the unzoned 
townships.

Gorball said that if the 
commission proceeds, the 
supervisors likely won’t 
receive a recommendation 
on countywide zoning until 
April. 

If the commission makes 
that recommendation, the 
supervisors would decide 
whether or not to proceed, 
with a process that would 
involve additional public 
hearings before approval.

Information on the 
planned expansion, as well 
as the existing zoning ordi-
nance that may be expand-
ed countywide, can be found 
on the Worth County web-
site, online at worthcounty-
iowa.gov and clicking on 
“Planning and Zoning” 
under “My Government.”

$137,318.22 from the cur-
rent school year's total of 
$233,222.04.

School districts must 
spend their WCDA educa-
tion funds based on four 
different categories, with a 
percentage dedicated to 
each. That includes 29% for 
physical plant operations, 
maintenance, expansion 
and/or green energy; 24% 
for staff development, 
equipment, technology, text 
books, library books, sup-
port staff and instructional 
support; 19% for operation 
requests, fees and fundrais-
ing; and 14% to be divided 
amongst a district's teach-
ers for classroom uses. The 
remaining 14% includes the 
funds used to provide schol-
arships to the district's 
graduates that school year.

At N-K, as approved by 
the school board at their 
February regular meeting, 
the 29%, or $156,741.92, 
will go towards two purpos-
es. That includes $16,741.92 
for the Vikings Activity 
Center project and $30,000 
for concrete repair.

Of the 24%, or 
$129,717.45, that includes 
equipment and technology, 
$38,000 will be used for 
textbooks, $35,000 for tech-
nology, $3,000 for library 
books, $47,691.45 for stage 
curtains, $2,700 for powder 
coating, $2,926 for saxo-
phones and related costs 
and $400 for banners and 
signage.

The 19%, or $102,692.98, 

for organizations, fees and 
fundraising will include 
$25,000 for book fees, $3,000 
for milk breaks, $24,850 for 
activity passes, $20,000 for 
the activity fund, $10,000 
for athletic uniforms, $3,000 
for high school student 
camps, $875.83 for towel 
fees, $4,967.15 for field trips 
and $11,000 for laptops.

The 14% for teachers, 
$75,668.51 total, will pro-
vide $1,576 to each of 48 
teachers, along with $20.51 
for paper supplies shared 
between teachers.

At Central Springs, the 
29%, or $124,949.62, for 
physical needs will include 
$3,000 for the grades 5-12 
band; $6,000 for science 
units; $20,000 for bus and 
vehicle maintenance; $4,500 
for radios; $18,000 for a 
baseball fence; $36,282.01 
for a camera system; 
$15,000 for wrestling mats 
and football helmets; $5,600 
for science room desks; 
$1,500 for whiteboards; 
$7,400 for middle school 
tables, chairs and seating; 
$6,500 for window clings; 
and $1,167.61 for energy 
savings projects.

The 24%, or $103,406.58, 
for staff development and 
educational resources will 
be spent on a variety of 
classroom needs, such as 
scripts for the K-8 music 
festival and contest music; 
online textbooks and 
resources and other learn-
ing resources; monitors; 
Lego League; Future 

Problem Solvers; Reading 
and Math Club; Big Brother 
and Big Sister; field trips; 
Panther Pride awards; citi-
zenship incentives; the 
Worth County Naturalist 
program; microscopes; 
branding and marketing; 
and energy savings projects.

The 19%, or $81,863.55, 
for organizations, fees and 
fundraising will include 
$2,000 on the senior citizen 
meals; $1,800 for roller 
skate rentals for PE/PTO; 
$300 for basketballs; $600 
for recess supplies; $2,800 
for milk breaks; $3,000 for 
conference meals; $1,200 for 
student incentives; $1,700 
for the trap shooting team; 
$2,500 for the post prom; 
$4,500 to reduce the costs of 
yearbooks for students; 
$3,000 for sports physicals; 
$25,000 for student passes 
to athletic events; $3,125.80 
for coaches clinics and train-
er; $2,500 for athletic 
awards and letter programs; 
$1,500 for rugby; $10,000 
for middle school activities; 
$3,000 for culture and cli-
mate supplies; $12,337.75 
for the high school activities 
fund; and $1,000 for the 
high school student council.

The 14%, or $60320.51, 
will provide $972.92 to 62 
Central springs teachers.

The WCDA board must 
approve the districts' 
requested fund uses before 
the funds are made avail-
able.

WCDA
Cont. from Page 1
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Everyone is invited to 
participate in this year’s 
Junior Naturalist Program 
with Worth County Conser-
vation Naturalist Dakota 
Popp. There are a few dif-
ferent programs to choose 
from. Everyone is encour-
aged to sign up for anything 
that is of interest, and rank 
choices so Popp will know 
what they are really inter-
ested in.

Each class offered will 
include pick up at Bosworth 
Park in Manly or the Con-
servation Office in North-
wood. There are no costs for 
these programs, except the 
Cave trip.

Classes are limited to 
10 participants, first come 
first served. Applicants will 

receive an acknowledgment 
and confirmation of their 
spot mailed back to them. 
Programs are open to ages 
13 - 18 (7th to 12th grade).

Programs include fish-
ing, blacksmithing, hiking, 
boating, mix bag and cave.

Registration closes on 
Wednesday, April 27, 2022. 

This year they are at-
tempting to go paper-

less. To register click or 
scan the QR code or vis-
it https://form.jotform.
com/220314308408143

For questions or to re-
quest a paper form email 
D a k o t a 
at dako-
t a . p o p p @
worthcoun-
ty.org.

Junior Naturalist Program offered 
with Naturalist Dakota Popp

Worth County 4-H will 
host their annual 4-H Edu-
cational Presentation Night 
on Wednesday, March 
30, from 3 to 7 p.m. at the 
Worth County Extension 
Office Community Room. 

The meeting will be an 
opportunity for all Worth 
County 4-H’ers to organize 
and deliver a presentation 
for potentially being select-
ed to advance to the Iowa 
State Fair this summer in 

Des Moines. 
More information is 

available by calling Kim-
berly Bode, Worth County 
4-H Youth Coordinator at 
the Worth County Exten-
sion Office at 641-324-1531. 

Worth County 4-H Educational 
Presentation Night held March 30

The CDC announced on 
Friday that it had revamped 
its guidance for how to 
determine the community 
transmission levels for coun-
ties in the U.S.

The former method of cal-
culation meant that almost 
all counties in the U.S. were 
classified as areas of high 
transmission. The new 
method has left a wider 
range between low and high 
transmission across the 
country.

As of Monday, Worth 
County remained an area 
determined to have a high 
transmission level.

The new system for mea-
suring community transmis-
sion levels uses a combina-
tion of factors.

The first of those is the 
number of new COVID-19 
cases in the past seven days, 
measured out of 100,000 
people. 

Worth County, according 

to the CDC, had 15 new 
cases of COVID in the week 
between February 16 and 
February 23. Calculated as 
the number of cases per 
100,000 people, that would 
be 203.3. A number that is 
200 or more puts a county in 
the medium or high trans-
mission levels.

Two other factors are 
used to determine a county’s 
level, the number of new 
COVID-19 admissions and 
the proportion of staffed 
inpatient beds occupied by 
COVID-19 patients. A coun-
ty, like Worth, would be 
counted in the high range if 
either category reaches a 
high level.

While there is no such 
data online for Worth 
County, the closest county 
with a hospital that Worth 
resident may be sent to, 
Cerro Gordo, has a number 
of new admissions that 
would put Worth in the high 

transmission level.
Under the updated meth-

od of determining transmis-
sion levels, several area 
counties are amongst the 14 
remaining in Iowa that are 
in the high level of transmis-
sion. That includes Cerro 
Gordo, Hancock and 
Winnebago counties. 
Mitchell County is a medi-
um transmission area. Floyd 
County is a low transmis-
sion area. Across the border, 
Freeborn and Mower coun-
ties remain in the high 
transmission category.

Based on a high trans-
mission level, those in Worth 
County are encouraged to 
wear a mask in public 
indoors, along with the more 
general recommendations of 
staying up to date with 
COVID vaccinations, get-
ting tested if you have symp-
toms and taking additional 
precautions if you are at 
high risk of severe illness.

Worth remains a high transmission 
area under new CDC guidance
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N-K  Variety Show, POPS on the way
Northwood-Kensett stu-

dents will share their tal-
ents with upcoming con-certs.

The first of those is this 
Monday, February 28, with the Junior High Variety Show, which will 

be held at 7 p.m. in the N-K Elementary gym.The show will include performances from the junior choir, with songs like “Corner of the Sky,” “At the Hop” and “Daydream Believer.”The sixth grade band will perform “Over the Rainbow” and “Ding, Dong! The Witch is Dead.” 
The junior high band will 
perform “Raiders March” 
(the Indiana Jones theme), 
“No one is Alone” (from “Into the Woods”) and Mercy, Mercy, Mercy.On Friday, March 4, students will share their 

talents during the POPS 
LIV, with a theme of “Just 
Dance!”

The toe-tapping tunes 
will include the high school band sharing “Dancing in the Street”; “Your Mama Don’t Dance”; 

“Can I Have This Dance” 
(from “High School Musical 3”); “Jump, Jive an’ Wail”; and “Party Dance Mix” (includes “Moves Like Jager,” “Good 

Time,” and “Party Rock Anthem”).
The high school jazz band is also preparing sev-

eral selections.The high school choir will perform “Charleston,” 
“Puttin’ on the Ritz,” “Born to Hand Jive” and 

“Dance Evolution medley” 
(“Hound Dog,” “The Twist,” “Keep On,” “Greased Lightning,” “Thriller,” “Oompa Loompa,” “Mr. Roboto,” “Walk Like an Egyptian,” 

“Ice, Ice, Baby,” “Can’t Touch This,” “Cotton Eye 
Joe,” “Bye Bye Bye” and “Hey Ya!”).

POPS LIV will also 
include several solo perfor-
mances and skits through-
out.

The Week’sWEATHERby  National Weather Service ObserverJohn PodgorniakDate 
Hi        Lo Prec.

Tues. Feb. 15 36 12 Wed. Feb. 16 38 18  
Thurs. Feb. 17 17 3  
Fri. Feb. 18 40 5 Sat. Feb. 19 24 2Sun. Feb. 20 50 24Mon. Feb. 21 33 30  

For the past several 
months, Northwood-
Kensett’s secondary cam-
pus has been a construc-
tion site as the Vikings 
Activity Center has come 
closer and closer to comple-
tion. More recently, reno-
vations have been under-
way on a building acquired 
initially to serve as a new 
place to house and main-
tain the district’s vehicles.Construction began in 

April 2021 on the Vikings 
Activity Center. The facili-
ty will provide additional 
gym and other student 
athlete resources. It will 
also serve as a public gym, 
with exercise equipment, 
spaces and an elevated 
track available with mem-
berships, details of which 
have yet to be announced.The facility also offers a 

meeting space and an office 
that will be rented to a 
physical therapist, who 
will offer services to the 

district and to the public.The VAC’s first floor 
will include two basketball 
courts, which can be con-
verted for use for a number 
of other sports and activi-
ties, along with a new 
wrestling room. Other 
spaces on the first floor 
include a meeting space, 
PT office, locker rooms and 
wrestling room.The second floor, acces-

sible by stairs or elevator, 
includes the elevated 
track, with weight and fit-
ness equipment along the 
track.

Most of the base struc-
ture is in place, while inte-
rior elements like walls, 
floors and other structural 
features, duct work and 
electrical work are left to 
complete.

The project is expected 
to be largely complete in 
May. It is currently pro-
jected to be open to be used 
by the public in June.

The more recent project 
is the renovation of the for-
mer TS Express building.The district had been 

pursuing plans to build a 

new transportation facility 
adjacent to the district 
high school property when 
bids for the project came in 
too high to proceed.

While district officials 
were working to refine the 
project to make it afford-
able, the former TS Express 

Construction, see Page 3

Construction makes progress at N-K

By JoAnn LowerWhen Kimberly Bode 
took over as Worth County’s 
new 4-H Youth Coordinator 
in December 2021, she hit 
the ground running. She recently took the 

largest delegation – 18 
4-H’ers and 5 adults – to the 
4-H Extension Legislative 
Day at the State Capitol. 
After meeting with Senator 
Waylon Brown and 
Representative Jane 
Bloomingdale, they attend-
ed three workshops at the 

Des Moines Botanical 
Garden.

The weekend of February 
19 Bode accompanied the 
4-H’ers on an Intermediate 
4-H Record Book Awards 
Trip to Iowa State 
University. Their day 
included an exciting wom-
en’s basketball game 
between Iowa State and 
Oklahoma, a dinner outing, 
and a walk around the col-
lege.

In the middle of March, 
Kimberly’s husband Mike 

and two oldest children will 
go on the 4-H Washington, 
D.C., trip.

Bode is preparing classes 
in communications that will 
begin in the spring. The end 
of March she will feature 
“4-H Sharing the Fun Day,” 
with the top three acts per-
forming in Des Moines in 
August.

Mike and Kimberly’s 
kids are active in 4-H. “They 
started out in Clover Kids 
and in fourth grade joined Bode, see Page 3

Bode hits the ground running as 4-H coordinator

At a recent meeting of 
the Worth County board of 
supervisors, county officials 
shared some legislation 
being considered that would 
impact county operations 
and services. The supervi-
sors also discussed the pro-
cess of establishing a tax 
that would fund emergency 
services.

Supervisor AJ Stone 
began by outlining the first 
step the supervisors will 
need to take to put an  EMS 
(emergency medical ser-
vices) tax on the general 
election ballot in November.

The first step is for the 
supervisors to officially 
declare EMS as an essential 
service of the county.The County would then 

establish a committee, like-
ly made up of those repre-
senting the EMS agencies 
of the county, including fire 
departments and county 
representatives.That committee would be 

responsible for determining 
what needs would be served 
with an EMS levy, and how 
much would be needed to 
meet those needs.The supervisors planned 

to make the official declara-

tion of EMS as an essential 
service and begin the pro-
cess to put an EMS tax 
before the voters in 
November.

In the past, an EMS levy 
has been discussed as a 
potential way to fund an 
ambulance and crew locat-
ed in Worth County.

Over the course of the 
February 14 meeting, sev-
eral county officials weighed 
in on legislative activity 
that could impact their 
offices.

Conservation director 
Jim Hanson shared that 
there has been some discus-
sion of a bill that would 
fund the voter-approved 
measure to support conser-
vation, natural resources 
and outdoor recreation. 
Iowans approved their sup-
port for establishing a fund 
towards that end in 2009, 
but so far the Iowa legisla-
ture has not followed 
through.

Hanson said that while a 
bill has been discussed 
again this year, it is once 
again seeing some opposi-
tion.

Hanson also talked about 
Supervisors, see Page 2

Supervisors  discuss impact of legislation, emergency levies

Students at Northwood-Kensett 

once again competed to make the most 

complicated machines as a part of the 

annual Rube Goldberg Engineering 

Machine Design Contest, which was 

held at St. Ansgar schools on February 

14.
The contest challenges teams of stu-

dents to use science, technology, engi-

neering and math (STEM) skills to 

construct overly complex machines to 

solve simple tasks.The contest is named for Pulitzer 

Prize winning cartoonist Rube 

Goldberg, who often depicted unneces-

sarily complex machines in the more 
Competition, see Page 2

Students craft complicated 
contraptions at competition

N-K Math Club team captains Teagan Johnson 

(left) and Emma Davidson accepted the "Wonder-

fully Wacky" award at the recent Rube Goldberg 

contest.

If your paper is checked its due in March 2022

Progress continues on the Vikings Activity Center. The main gym area is pictured, along with 

the walking track and space for fitness or weight equipment on the second level.

N-K machine makers pictured include (in front, from left) Kale and Ariah Bode, Teagan John-

son, Emma Davidson, Kinley Stambaugh, (middle row) Kenny Conlin, Christopher Madsen, Ma-

dalynn Hanson, Chloe Costello, Weston Willand, (back row) Jon Meksi, Hailee Schmitt, Josiah 

Kliment, Aaron Davis and Eli Mix.
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A message to speak of
Last week Northwood-Kensett schools were visited by Joe Beckman, who visited to share pro-
gram on self-esteem and ways to focus on mental health. The program featured music, dancing 
and a variety of activities and messages that encouraged students to value themselves, keep 
a positive attitude, make connections, do what is right and make a difference in the lives of 
others.

In the past week, the 
downward trend in new 
COVID positive tests con-
tinued in Worth County.

Since the pandemic 
began, the State of Iowa's 
now decommissioned web-
site listed COVID-19 num-
bers in positive tests and in 
rates of positivity. Since 
shifting to the Iowa 
Department of Public 
Health's website, the 
COVID-19 data has elimi-
nated rates and added the 
number of the total positive 
cases. The new category on 
the State's website more 
closely aligns with how the 
CDC shares its COVID 
transmission data.

The recent shift from a 
designated COVID-19 infor-
mation website by the State 
of Iowa added a new catego-
ry of COVID information, 
total postive cases. 
According to the IDPH 
information there have 
been 1,744 positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Worth County.

Based on the previous 
State focus, the number of 
positive tests, there have 
been a total of 1,927 in 
Worth County. That is up 
21 in the past week. In the 
past two weeks, there have 
been 51 new cases.

Worth County remains 
in the high community 
transmission rate, accord-
ing to the CDC. Masks are 
still recommended in public 
indoor settings.

For the eight county 
region that includes Worth 
County, there have been 
506 deaths. That was up 7 
since February 16.

For the region that 
includes Worth and the 
seven bordering counties, 
there have been a total of 
47,844 positive tests for 
COVID-19 reported by state 
agencies. That is up 421 in 
the past week, from the 
total as of February 16. 
That includes 3,255 in 
Winnebago, 3,140 in 
Hancock, 12,342 in Cerro 
Gordo, 3,923 in Floyd and 
2,716 in Mitchell counties 
in Iowa, and 8,865 in 
Freeborn and 11,676 in 
Mower counties in 
Minnesota.

According to the CDC, 
3,796 residents of Worth 
County had been fully vac-
cinated, for 51.4% of the 
total population. That is up 
11 Worth County residents 
since February 16.

CDC numbers show that  
4,053 Worth residents have 
received at least one dose of 
vaccine, for 54.9% of the 
population. That is up 10 
since February 16.

In the county, 1,332 of 
those 65 and over were fully 
vaccinated, 86.2% of that 
population. Of that age 
group, 1,395, or 90.3% have 
had at least one dose.

Of those 18 and over, 
3,561 have been fully vacci-
nated, for 60.9% of that 

population. Of those, 3,788 
have received one dose, for 
64.7%.

Of the 12 and over age 
group, 3,730, or 58.4% have 
been fully vaccinated. Of 
those 12 and older, 3,978 or 
62.3% have received at least 
one dose.

Of those 5 years and 
older in Worth County, 
54.5% have been fully vacci-
nated and 58.2% have 
received at least one dose.

Of those fully vaccinated 
in Worth County, 2,093, or 
55.1% have received a 
booster dose.

Other counties in the 
region have vaccination 
rates that include 51.8% in 
Winnebago, 49.1% in 
Hancock, 62.4% in Cerro 
Gordo, 52.4% in Floyd, 
48.3% in Mitchell, 56.7% in 
Freeborn and 61.4% in 
Mower counties.

Across the region, 57.3% 
of the total population has 
been fully vaccinated.

Information and COVID-
19 can be found the Iowa 
Department of Public 
Health website, online at 
idph.iowa.gov.

Information will also be 
shared at the CDC website, 
at covid.coc.gov/covid-da-
ta-tracker.

Local information can be 
found at Worth County 
Public Health’s Facebook 
page, or by calling 641-324-
1741.

COVID test numbers continue down

All Worth County 4-H 
members interested in par-
ticipating in this year’s 4-H 
Animal Science Roundup 
during the annual State 
4-H Conference scheduled 
for June 28 - June 30 are 
reminded to get their ap-
plication submitted to the 
State 4-H Office by Friday, 
April 15.

This opportunity is be-
ing offered to all 8th grade 
to 12th grade 4-H members 
that might want to attend 

one of three days of educa-
tional training in the ar-
eas of horse, swine, sheep, 
dairy, beef and poultry.

Those interested may 
call Dennis Johnson, Worth 

County Extension Edu-
cation Specialist, at the 
Extension Office in North-
wood at 641-390-0795 or 
email djohn@iastate.edu.

4-H Animal Science Round-Up 
applications are due on April 15

POPS
Cont. from Page 1

“Thriller,” “Oompa Loompa,” 
“Mr. Roboto,” “Walk Like 
an  Egyptian,” “Ice, Ice, 
Baby,” “Can’t Touch This,” 
“Cotton Eye Joe,” “Bye Bye 

Bye” and “Hey Ya!”).
POPS LIV will also 

include several solo perfor-
mances and skits through-
out.
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See Our Inventory at findcars.com 
507-448-3302

2019 Kia Sportage EX, 37k...................................................... $26,900
2018 Ram 1500 Bighorn, 108k................................................ $29,900
2018 Toyota RAV4 Hybrid, 68k............................................... $28,900
2018 Nissan Rogue S, 82k...................................................... $19,900
2018 Kia Soul Plus, 49k........................................................... $17,900
2017 Subaru Forester Premium, 110k.................................... $19,900
2017 Ford Escape SE AWD, 67k............................................. $19,900
2017 Ford Fusion Energi 71k.................................................. $16,900
2017 Kia Soul Plus, 36k........................................................... $15,900
2016 Toyota Camry XSE, 47k.................................................. $21,900
2016 Chevy Equinox LT, 71k................................................... $18,900
2015 Buick Encore Leather FWD, 40k................................... $19,900
2014 Jeep Patriot Latitude 4WD, 71k..................................... $16,900
2014 Buick Encore Convenience FWD, 79k.......................... $14,900
2014 Buick Encore Convenience AWD, 88k.......................... $14,900
2014 Ram Cargo Van, 101k..................................................... $10,900
2014 Kia Soul Plus, 106k........................................................... $9,500
2013 Lexus RX350 AWD, 75k.................................................. $24,900
2013 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT, 140k..................................... $23.900
2013 Toyota Avalon Limited, 85k........................................... $19,900
2013 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo, 90k............................... $16,900
2013 Buick LaCrosse Premium, 84k...................................... $15,900
2013 Honda Ridgeline RTL 4WD, 195k.................................. $14,900
2013 Toyota Prius Three, 116k............................................... $13,900
2013 Kia Soul Plus 6-Speed, 71k.............................................. $9,995
2013 Honda Fit, 121k................................................................. $8,995
2012 Dodge Wheelchair Van, 35k........................................... $19,900
2010 Subaru Forester 5-Speed, 94k....................................... $11,900
2008 Buick Lucerne CXL, 108k................................................. $9,500
2008 Chrysler T & C Wheelchair, 123k..................................... $8,995
2008 Pontiac G6 Coupe, 112k................................................... $6,995
2008 Toyota Corolla, 160k......................................................... $6,995
1999 Dodge Durango 4x4, 140k................................................ $3,195

Josh Olson
Agent

Town & Country
Insurance Agency

Contact us for all of your Commercial - Farm 
Homeowner Auto - Recreational Vehicle 

Life & Health Insurance needs!

30 N. Hawkeye Avenue 
Nora Springs, Iowa

641-732-5576
711 Main Street, Osage, Iowa

205 W. 4th St., Suite #2 
St. Ansgar, Iowa 50472

Karla Mitchell, Agent Scott Wilde, Agent Brent Estlund, Agent

Janet Solberg, Agent Spencer Potter, Agent Josh Olson, Agent

Contact us for all your Commercial 
Farm • Home • Auto • RV 

Life & Health Insurance needs!

Three Locations to Serve You

641-732-5576
711 Main Street

Osage, Iowa

30 N. Hawkeye Avenue
Nora Springs, Iowa

205 W. 4th Street Suite #2
St. Ansgar, Iowa

Joe Heimer, Agent

Lindsey Davidson, soph-
omore, distance, a gradu-
ate of Northwood-Kensett 
High School received one 
varsity letter as a member 
of the Central College wom-
en’s track and field team.

The Dutch return 18 let-
terwinners from last year’s 
squad that finished fifth at 
both the indoor and out-
door American Rivers Con-
ference Championships.

Already in the midst of 
its indoor season, Central 
opens the outdoor season 
on April 1-2 by hosting the 
Central Invitational.

Davidson on Central  
College track and field team

LINDSEY DAVIDSON

Worth County 4-H se-
nior high members will be 
participating in a state-
wide 4-H Recognition In-
terview Day on Saturday, 
March 26.  

This is scheduled for 
those Worth County 
4-H’ers who submitted 
State 4-H Recognition 
Award applications on Feb-
ruary 1. The awards rec-
ognition includes trips to 
Atlanta, Georgia, Washing-
ton, D.C. and include State 

4-H Project awards as well 
as opportunities for 4-H 
members to serve as State 
4-H Council and Shooting 
Sports ambassadors. 

Those wanting more in-
formation may call Dennis 
Johnson, Worth County 
Extension Education Spe-
cialist, at 641-390-0795 
or email him at djohn@
iastate.edu; or contact Kim-
berly Bode, Worth County 
Extension Youth Coordina-
tor at kabode@iastate.edu.

Worth 4-H State Recognition 
Day is on March 26

FEMA announced that 
federal disaster assistance 
has been made available to 
the state of Iowa to supple-
ment state, tribal and local 
recovery efforts in the areas 
affected by severe storms, 
straight-line winds and tor-
nadoes on December 15, 
2021.

Federal funding is avail-
able to the state, eligible 
local and tribal govern-
ments and certain private 
nonprofit organizations on 
a cost-sharing basis for 
emergency work and the 

repair or replacement of 
facilities in Appanoose, 
Audubon, Buena Vista, 
Calhoun, Cass, Cherokee, 
Davis, Emmet, Floyd, 
Franklin, Greene, Guthrie, 
Hamilton, Hancock, 
Howard, Humboldt, Mills, 
Mitchell, Palo Alto, 
Pocahontas, Sac, Van 
Buren, Webster, Worth and 
Wright counties.

Federal funding is also 
available on a cost-sharing 
basis for hazard mitigation 
measures statewide.

DuWayne Tewes has 

been named Federal 
Coordinating Officer for 
federal recovery operations 
in the affected areas. 
Additional designations 
may be made at a later date 
if warranted by the results 
of damage assessments.

Public Assistance fund-
ing may be used for emer-
gency work, such as debris 
removal and emergency 
protective measures, or for 
the repair or replacement of 
disaster-damaged facilities. 

Federal disaster declaration 
approved for Dec. 15 storm

More than 300 Iowans 
are currently missing. The 
Iowa Department of Public 
Safety’s relaunch of the 
Missing Person Information 
Clearinghouse website – 
iowamissingpersons.com – 
provides an interactive 
design and advanced func-
tions to make it easier to 
help identify and locate peo-
ple. 

Established in 1985 with-
in the Division of Criminal 
Investigation (DCI), the 
Missing Person Information 
Clearinghouse compiles, 
coordinates and dissemi-
nates information in rela-
tion to missing persons and 
unidentified body/persons. 

Since 2005, the 
Clearinghouse has been 
sharing missing person 
information through a pub-
lic-facing website that com-
bines an individual’s identi-
fication data supplied from 
law enforcement agencies 
across the state with a 
photo provided by families. 

Development of the new 
website enhances the dis-
play of persons currently 
missing, and provides more 
robust search capabilities to 
improve the user experi-
ence. Upgraded features 
include an advanced search 
function that allows users 
to select identifiable body 
details, date of birth, type of 

incident and originating 
law enforcement agency, 
among others. Users can 
also create a downloadable 
poster featuring a missing 
person and access a child 
fingerprint ID kit. 

According to DCI Missing 
Person Information 
Clearinghouse Coordinator, 
Medina Rahmanovic, the 
mission of the new website 
is two-fold. The primary 
purpose is sharing missing 
person information. 
However, the site also 
serves as an educational 
hub housing resources to 
support the prevention of 
children and adult run-
aways, and abductions as 
well as general information 
about missing person 
issues.

“We have been working 
for many years toward our 
goal of generating aware-
ness, prevention and coop-
eration, and updating the 
Missing Person Information 
Clearinghouse website to 
make it more user-friend-

ly,” said Rahmanovic, who 
added that a key priority for 
the DCI is reducing the 
number of profiles without 
photos. More than 75% of 
the approximately 300 
missing persons do not have 
photos available to display. 
“We need the public’s assis-

tance, and we encourage 
loved ones to share a photo 
with us at mpicinfo@dps.
state.ia.us.”

Iowa Department of 
Public Safety Commissioner 
Stephan Bayens said, 
“Locating missing persons 
is difficult work, and often 

takes collaboration from a 
wide network of people. 
We’re very pleased to give 
the public and our law 
enforcement partners more 
advanced tools to help locate 
and bring missing Iowans 
safely home.”

DPS launches new missing person website, seeks public’s assistance

Iowa State University Extension
Worth County Office 641-324-1531

Calendar of Events for March 2022

Calendar Sponsored By:

88 8th St. North • Northwood, Iowa
(641) 324-2141

Dave Osborne, Agent

March 2–Worth County Extension Staff Meeting at Extension Office Community Room at Fairgrounds, 2 P.M. 
with Lacey Waller, Worth County Extension Office Manager, Kimberly Bode, Worth County Extension Youth 
Coordinator, Donovan Olson, Region 4 Extension Director and Dennis Johnson, Worth County Extension 
Education Specialist

March 3–Northwood-Kensett Schools Senior Interviews at N-K High School, 10:05 A.M. with Dennis Johnson
March 4–Worth County Fair Swine Derby Weigh-in at Northwood-Kensett Vo. Ag. Shop, 4 - 6 P.M.  with Dennis 
Johnson and Marty Cotter

March 5–Iowa Association of Extension Councils Annual Conference at Iowa State University, Ames, 9 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. with Dennis Johnson

March 6–Green Shamrocks 4-H Club meeting at Town Hall, Kensett, 1 P.M. with Teresa Butler and Heather 
Rheingans, 4-H Club Leaders

March 6–Worth County 4-H Hoofprints Club Meeting at Worth County Extension Community Room (Fair-
grounds), Northwood, 1:30 P.M. with Pat Rothove and Val Foss, Hoofprint 4-H Club Leader

March 7–Iowa Ag Extension Association Meeting at Iowa State University, Noon with Dennis Johnson
March 8–Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Annual Conference at Iowa State University, Ames 
with Dennis Johnson

March 8–Worth County 4-H Clover Kids K-1 Meeting with Worth County Extension Office, Northwood, 3:45 
P.M. with Lacey Waller

March 10–Worth County 4-H e-Staff Meeting at Adobe Connect Virtual Meeting, 9 A.M. with Kimberly Bode 
and Dennis Johnson

March 10–Worth County Fair Board Meeting at Worth County Extension Office Community Room, Northwood, 
7 P.M. with Worth County Fair Board and Dennis Johnson

March 12-19–Worth County 4-H Washington D.C. Trip at Alexandria, Virginia, Saturday, March 12 to Saturday, 
March 19 with Dennis Johnson

March 21–Worth County 4-H Regional 4-H Volunteer Training at Mason City, 6 to 9 P.M. with Kimberly Bode 
and Dennis Johnson

March 22–ISU Extension Financial Security Meeting at Virtual Zoom Connection, 1 P.M. with Dennis Johnson
March 23–Region 4-H Staff Meeting at Cerro Gordo County Extension Office, 9 A.M. with Gail Castillo, Region 
4 4-H and Youth Field Specialist, Kimberly Bode and Dennis Johnson

March 23–Worth County 4-H Interview Preparation Night at Worth County Extension Office, Northwood, 6 
P.M. with Evan Fritz, Worth County 4-H Communications Project Leader, Kimberly Bode and Dennis Johnson

March 24–Worth County 4-H Clover Kids Meeting at Worth County Extension Community Room (Fairgrounds), 
3:45 P.M. with Lacey Waller 

March 26–Worth County 4-H State Recognition Day at Iowa State University, Ames, All Day with Kimberly 
Bode and Dennis Johnson

March 27–Worth County 4-H Hot Shots Club Meeting at Chad and Lori Pestorious Home, 10 A.M. with Chad 
and Lor Pestorious and Dean Mueller 4-H Club Leaders

March 27–Deer Creek 4-H Club Meeting at Worth County Extension Office Community Room, Afternoon with 
Anneke Urbatsch and Gina Solberg, 4-H Club Leaders

March 29–Worth County Extension Council Meeting at Worth County Extension Community Room at Fair-
grounds, 7 P.M. with Curt Schaub, Worth County Extension Council President, Lacey Waller, Kimberly Bode, 
Dennis Johnson and Donovan Olson, Region 3 Extension Education Director

March 30–ISU Extension Horticulture Meeting at Worth County Extension Office Zoom Meeting, Northwood, 
8:30 A.M. with Dennis Johnson

March 30–Worth County 4-H Educational Presentation Night at Worth County Extension Office Community 
Room, Fairgrounds, Northwood, 3 to 7 P.M. with Kimberly Bode

Apps of the USA
Students in Northwood-Ken-
sett’s Foods class have 
recently spent time learning 
about cooking across the 
U.S. The students researched 
areas of the U.S. and taught 
their classmates about the 
climates, crops and popular 
dishes of those areas. The 
lesson also included cooking 
a popular appetizer from the 
area. Pictured are a few of 
the American appetizers that 
they made.
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By Katie Akin
Iowa Capital Dispatch
www.iowacapitaldispat 
h.com

Iowans would pay a 3.9% 
income tax under a massive 
tax bill passed Thursday by 
the Iowa Legislature, part of 
what GOP leaders called the 
“largest tax cut in Iowa histo-
ry.”

“This transformative legis-
lation is the greatest act of 
social justice that we have 
done here in the six years 
that I have been here,” said 
Rep. Jon Jacobsen, R-Council 
Bluffs, who delayed a trip to 
his daughter’s wedding to 
vote on the bill.

House File 2317 is the 
result of negotiations among 
Republicans in the House 
and Senate, as well as the 
governor’s office. It would cre-
ate a single income tax brack-
et for all Iowans, lower the 
corporate tax rate, eliminate 
taxes on retirement income 
and reduce some corporate 
tax exemptions.

The nonpartisan 
Legislative Services Agency 
(LSA) estimates the bill 
would result in a reduction of 
$1.9 billion per year in tax 
revenues going to the state’s 
general fund. It would mean 

a $1.7 billion income tax cut 
for Iowans and a $230 million 
reduction in the corporate tax 
rate when changes are fully 
implemented in fiscal year 
2028.

The Senate passed the bill 
Thursday afternoon, 32-16, 
sending it to the House for 
consideration. Every 
Republican voted in favor 
along with two Democrats: 
Sen. Tony Bisignano, D-Des 
Moines, and Sen. Kevin 
Kinney, D-Oxford.

The House voted 61-34 to 
pass the bill Thursday eve-
ning. Two Democrats voted 
in favor: Rep. Steven Hansen, 
D-Sioux City, and Rep. 
Kenan Judge, D-Waukee.

Gov. Kim Reynolds was 
expected to sign the bill into 
law.

“Iowans will reinvest these 
dollars in our economy, com-
munities will prosper, and 
families will rest a little easi-
er,” Reynolds said in a state-
ment after the vote. “Once 
again, we’re putting our faith 
in Iowans, and they won’t let 
us down.”

What would the tax bill 
do?

The final bill is similar to 
what Reynolds proposed 

when the legislative session 
began in January.

The most significant 
change is an income tax cut: 
Iowans, regardless of income, 
would pay the same 3.9% 
rate. 

“The current system right 
now penalizes people who 
work harder,” said Sen. Dan 
Dawson, chair of the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee. 
“We want to treat Iowans 
fairly.”

Under current law, Iowa 
would have four tax brackets 
in 2023, with the lowest earn-
ers paying 4.4%. The bill still 
divides Iowa into four tax 
brackets for 2023, the first 
step in a gradual process to a 
flat rate in 2026.

Final plan cuts corporate 
tax rate, some credits

The package includes a 
corporate tax cut, cutting the 
top rate gradually from 9.8% 
to 5.5%. Corporate taxes 
would decrease only when 
the state exceeds $700 mil-
lion in corporate tax revenue.

“It makes sure it main-
tains the state at $700 mil-
lion worth of revenue, so 
you’re not going to see any 
drastic dips when it comes to 
revenue,” House Speaker Pat 

Grassley said. “You maintain 
that level.”

The bill also reduces some 
large corporate tax credits by 
5% each year over the course 
of five years. The Research 
and Activities Tax Credit will 
be reduced even further. That 
would result in additional 
state money, as Iowa will 
have to pay out fewer tax 
credits over time: The LSA 
estimates the state would col-
lect an additional $49.7 mil-
lion by fiscal year 2028, when 
the changes are fully imple-
mented.

The bill eliminates the 
retirement income tax and 
introduces an additional 
exemption to retired farmers 
beginning in tax year 2023.

Democrats say tax cuts 
unfairly advantage wealthy 
Iowans

Most Democrats were 
opposed to the tax cut pack-
age, arguing the flat income 
tax rate and corporate cuts 
would unfairly prioritize the 
highest-earning Iowans.

Sen. Zach Wahls present-
ed data on the median house-
hold income in Iowa – earn-
ers who make $68,000. He 
said those individuals would 
see their state taxes reduced 

by about $563 under the plan.
Meanwhile, Iowans who 

earn more than $1 million 
annually would see a much 
higher reduction.

“Their average tax cut, 
under this plan, would be 
$67,000,” Wahls, D-Coralville, 
said. “So $1,286 per week, 
which is more than twice as 
much per week as your aver-
age household gets in an 
entire year.”

Dawson, R-Council Bluffs, 
rattled off his own numbers 
on floor debate, emphasizing 
that families across Iowa 
would save several hundred 
dollars a year under the plan.

“The question before this 
body is simple: Will this tax 
proposal help the average 
Iowan?” he said. “The answer 
is unequivocally yes.”

Senate Democrats pro-
posed several amendments to 
increase the earned income 
tax credit and child depen-
dent care tax credit, and to 
introduce more exemptions 
for beginner farmers. Sen. 
Jackie Smith, D-Sioux City, 
led a push for Iowa to retain 
a higher tax rate for people 
making over $250,000.

“Let’s give a tax cut to 
families who are struggling 
and still protect education, 

protect public safety, protect 
public health systems,” Smith 
said.

All Democratic amend-
ments failed on the Senate 
floor.

Rep. Dave Jacoby, ranking 
member of the House Ways 
and Means Committee, said 
he was surprised Republicans 
brought the tax bills to a vote 
Thursday, hours after Russia 
took military action into 
Ukraine. He raised concerns 
the conflict in Ukraine could 
complicate the projected 
growth rate for Iowa’s econo-
my.

“The invasion in Ukraine 
– we don’t know what the 
economy is going to look like,” 
Jacoby, D-Coralville, said. 
“And we’re putting a lot of 
investment in a 3.5% growth 
per year… I’m not sure that’s 
going to happen with every-
thing going on right now.”

Senate Majority Leader 
Jack Whitver told reporters 
he was “very confident” about 
the state’s finances, pointing 
toward a record-high surplus 
and a full Taxpayer Relief 
Fund.

“This tax plan will work 
for Iowa long-term,” Whitver, 
R-Ankeny, said.

Lawmakers pass massive tax cut
Letters to LRH
Students in Samantha Hemann’s first grade class at Northwood-Kensett spent some time with some special correspondence as Valentine’s Day approached. The students are pictured above 
as they created Valentines for residents at the Lutheran Retirement Home.
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The Sponsors of this feature do so with the 
hope that more people will attend the

church of their choice on a weekly basis

TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

Your Problems are Portable
People often assume that they can run away 
from their problems. It can be tempting to 
think that if you could only trade in your 
pushy boss and annoying coworkers for a 
better job elsewhere, all would be well. But, 
there are pushy bosses and annoying cowork-
ers in most organizations. Perhaps we need 
to learn how to be more assertive with our 
boss and coworkers. Many people flee from 
relationships, assuming the problem is the 
other person when in fact the problem is at 
least partly their own doing. I recently heard 
someone say that everything in their life 
would be better once they left town. I immediately heard the voice of 
a wise counselor who told me years ago that my problems were porta-
ble. I have quit more than a few decent jobs because I was convinced 
that the problem was inherent in the situation rather than in me. I’ve 
also given up on good relationships because I didn’t have the patience, 
courage or flexibility to work on my own issues. Many of life’s serious 
problems boil down to personal issues that we must work through 
ourselves, and even when the problem really is something or some-
body else, how we deal with it matters more than almost anything 
else in determining the outcome. – Christopher Simon
“Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take 
pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to 

someone else, for each one should carry their own load.”
– Galatians 6:4-5

Northwood 
Anchor Church
Fertile Lutheran Church

Wednesday, Coffee & 
Crafts, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 
Worship Service with Holy 
Communion, 9:30 a.m., Sun-
day School & Confirmation, 
10:30 a.m.
Bethlehem 
Lutheran, Manly

Sunday, Worship at Beth-
lehem, 10:30 a.m., Grace 
Worship, 9 a.m.

Linda Johnson Prestholt, 
Pastor

Bethany Lutheran 
Church/Elk Creek Lu-
theran

Wednesday, Confirma-
tion at Elk Creek; Thursday, 
MANNA Open, 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Worship - Elk 
Creek, 9 a.m., Sunday School 
- EC, 9:45 a.m., Bethany Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m.; MANNA 
Open, 10 a.m. - Noon

Linda Johnson Prestholt, 
Pastor

Trinity United 
Methodist, Bolan

Wednesday, Ash Wednes-
day, Potluck at Bethel UMC, 
5:30 p.m., Ash Wednesday 
Services, 6:15 p.m.; Friday, 
World Day of Prayer at Beth-
lehem Lutheran Church in 
Manly, 1:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Worship Services, Commu-
nion, 9:10 a.m., Coffee Fel-
lowship, 10 a.m.

Pastor Cory Allard
Northwood United Meth-
odist Church

Sunday, Worship Service, 
10:45 a.m., Fellowship, 11:45 
a.m.

Rev. Rob Lanphere
One In Christ 
Lutheran Parish

Sunday, Worship Services 
10:30 a.m. available online 
at “One in Christ Luther-
an Parish” Facebook Page 
and YouTube under “One 

in Christ Lutheran Parish.” 
Sunday Worship Services, 8 
a.m. Immanuel, 105 E. 3rd 
St., Scarville, 641-568-3666; 
9 a.m., Bethany, 201 Fran-
ke St., Joice, 641-588-3366, 
Wednesdays 6 p.m., KC 
(Kids & Christ) Night; 9:30 
a.m., Silver Lake, 705 Silver 
Lake Rd., Northwood, 641-
293-5556; 11 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m., Winneba-
go, 40029 210th Ave., Lake 
Mills; 11 a.m., Lunder, 14982 
735th Ave., Albert Lea; All 
services require masks and 
social distancing.
First Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Wednesday, LRH Ash 
Service, 10 a.m., 7th & 8th 
Confirmation, 4:30 p.m.; Ash 
Wednesday Service, 6 p.m., 
SH Youth, Choir, 7 p.m.; 
Thursday, Quilting, 8:30 
a.m., Prayer Gr., 9 a.m., Tae-
kwondo, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Service with 1st Communion 
for 5th & 6th Grade, 9 a.m., 
Council Meeting, 10 a.m., 
Sunday School, 10:10 a.m., 
JH Youth, 6:30 p.m.; Mon-
day, Julia Circle in Fireside 
Room, 2 p.m.; Tuesday, Staff 
Meeting, 11 a.m., AA-Al-
Anon, 7 p.m. 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Sunday Worship Service 
with Holy Communion at 9 
a.m.

Rev. Barbara M. Wills, 
Pastor

Sacred Heart Church, 
Manly

Mass Wednesday, 8 a.m.; 
Mass Saturday, 5:30 p.m.

Rev. Neil Manternach, 
Pastor

Fr. Jake Dunne, 
Associate Pastor

www.sacredheartmanly.org

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Closed Worth County Veterans Affairs is offering 
Holiday food assistance to Worth County veterans 

who are in need.  Please contact this office 
if you are a veteran in need of a little help 

putting a holiday meal on the table.

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

88th General 
Assembly: 

For the past year or so 
I’ve been involved in Senate 
Study Bill 3130 - Repower-
ing Legislation. The bill 
codifies recommendations 
of the Replacement Tax 
Task Force and is designed 
to provide consistent treat-
ment for property taxpayers 
owning wind energy conver-
sion property. The bill will 
not impact those districts 
that have reset their sched-
ule due to repowering (Win-
nebago and Hancock).

The task force is created 
under the Iowa Code and 
it requires the Department 
of Management and the 
Department of Revenue to 
initiate and coordinate the 
task force. Along with the 
departments the task force 
includes electric companies, 
natural gas companies, mu-
nicipal utilities, electric co-
operatives, counties, cities, 
school boards, and industri-
al commercial and residen-
tial consumers and other 
stakeholders. The purpose 
of the task force is to study 
the effect of the replacement 
tax on local taxing districts, 
consumers, and taxpayers. 
It is to look at issues and 
make recommendations. 
The task force has met three 
times and discussed issues 
related to wind energy con-
version property.

This bill addresses three 

main areas of concern re-
garding the assessment and 
taxation of wind energy con-
version property. 

Provides direction on 
how wind energy conversion 
property should be assessed 
for property tax purposes if 
a local ordinance related to 
creating a special valuation 
for wind energy conversion 
property is repealed and 
the required 19 assessment 
years have passed or in the 
case where an ordinance is 
not adopted.

If the wind energy con-
version property is sell-
ing power to an end user 
- it would be subject to the 
Utility Replacement Tax 
(if selling to the grid), local 
assessment (not selling to 
the grid – for own use) or 
central assessment by the 
Department of Revenue (co-
ops not currently under the 
replacement tax – this is a 
very limited number of sit-
uations).

Addresses how wind en-
ergy conversion property 
should be valued if it is re-
powered. This is defined as 
refurbishing replacement of 
parts. The provision clari-

fies the act of repowering 
does not reset the special as-
sessment schedule (to start 
over).

Addresses the valuation 
of collector and interconnect 
substations.  The provision 
adds a collector substations 
definition and adds them to 
the definition of wind ener-
gy conversion property to be 
covered under the special 
schedule. The bill does not 
include interconnect sub-
stations to the definition 
of wind energy conversion 
property and is therefore 
not subject to the special 
valuation.

 The bill applies retroac-
tively to assessment years 
beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2022.

My position on this bill 
is one of great concern for 
Iowans and specifically for 
our school funding. If we 
don’t make modifications 
millions of dollars of valu-
ations can come off the tax 
rolls and will directly affect 
our schools' Physical Plant 
Equipment Levy (PPEL). 
Without proper and fair 
wind energy taxation value, 
we will see an increase in 

other areas of property tax-
es to meet the needs for our 
schools.

I have heard from a num-
ber of county supervisors 
who have concerns about 
this bill and aspects of the 
proposed legislation. We are 
currently sorting through 
the concerns and at the 
end of the day our goal is 
to bring consistency and to 
protect the local property 
tax bases.

I was happy to learn this 
week that Governor Reyn-
olds will deliver the Repub-
lican response to the State 
of the Union on Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022. This honor 
is given to a strong Repub-
lican leader whose actions 
and policies embody true 
conservative leadership. 
Governor Reynolds’s strong 
leadership throughout 
the pandemic has provid-
ed a stark contrast to the 
failed policies of the Biden 
administration. Her com-
mon-sense policies and con-
servative ideals have helped 
keep Iowa open, successful, 
and thriving. I am so proud 
that our governor has been 
chosen for this honor and 
gets to share Iowa's success 
stories all of America Tues-
day evening. It’s not often 
we have this opportunity in 
front of the nation to show 
why Iowa is the best place 
to live, work, raise a family 
and to retire.

The Constituent Connection
Waylon Brown

State Senator
District 26

Valentines Day at N-K
It was a busy day at Northwood-Kensett Elementary, with 
crafts and other activities. That included the paper hears and 
glasses that put love in the students’ eyes.

We are 
in Texas 
and miss 
you all!

Mar. 3-9
641-324-1244

Call 
Congregate 

Meals for 
the daily 

lunch 
menu

Open for Dine-In

SHOP 
LOCALLY

Congregate 
Meals

Tequila’sSue’s 
Cornerpost

641-324-2912

Signature’s 
Supper Club

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Open for dine-in!

Northwood Theatre

SHOWING
March 3-5 

“Marry Me” 
Rated PG-13

Show Times
Thurs. - Sat. 7 p.m.

Unless otherwise noted

740 Central Ave. • 324-0064
Adults $5

Students (18 & Under) $3
2 & Under Free

324-1052

Call for 
reservations

Check us out 
now on 

Facebook!

Daily 
Specials each 

day of 
the week!

Northwood 
Anchor

Subscribe to the 
Northwood 

Anchor ONLINE!
www.nwdanchor.com

Call for details
641-324-1051
801 Central Ave. 

P.O. Box 107
Northwood, IA 50459
anchor1@nwdanchor.com

COMING
March 10-12 

“DOG” 
Rated PG-13

Week Seven 
The week after our first 

funnel week is always busy 
with floor debate.  We debat-
ed several bills every day this 
week and passed a record 32 
bills on Wednesday after-
noon.  At least a record in my 
6 years as a legislator.  With 
a busy week of debate, we 
were still fortunate to have 
several organizations visit 
the Capitol.   I was able to 
visit with North Iowa cattle-
men, Mark Dodd and some of 
his staff from One Vision, and 
had a photo opportunity with 
CY from Iowa State.

Protecting Girl’s Sports
We debated HF 2416, leg-

islation aimed at protecting 
girl’s sports in the state of 
Iowa.  Who is eligible to play 
on a women’s team?  
Schools have been asking for 
guidance on the issue of 
transgender girls playing 
girls’ sports.  In this bill, every 
athlete has an equal opportu-
nity to play sports, it does not 

tell any child that they can’t 
participate. This bill does not 
discriminate or bully any stu-
dents.   It is not hateful.   It 
simply states stu-
dents may participate in the 
sport under the gender on 
their birth certificate. Women 
fought hard to secure their 
own level playing field 
because males quite simply 
have a biological advantage. 
Without this bill, girls could 
lose the equal playing field 
that many of us fought for in 
the early 1970’s.

More Tax Cuts
The House and the Senate 

came to an agreement and 
passed the largest tax sav-
ings in Iowa history without 

cutting funding for Iowan’s 
priorities.   This tax package 
reduces the individual income 
tax rate to a flat tax of 3.9%, 
providing a reduction in tax 
to all taxpayers.  We provide 
savings to retirees by elimi-
nating tax on all retirement 
income.   Additionally, this 
tax reform reduces Iowa’s cor-
porate tax rate, which is one 
of the highest in the nation, if 
the state exceeds  a revenue 
trigger of $700 million.  This 
also includes reform to Iowa’s 
refundable corporate tax 
credits, by cutting the refund-
ability by 25% over 5 years.  
HF 2317 passed the Iowa 
House 61- 34 with bipartisan 
support. 

Metastatic Breast Cancer 
Awareness Day 

I was honored to be asked 
by Representative Gaines to 
be part of the group including 
Representatives Westrich, 
Thede, and Anderson reading 
in House Resolution 105 on 
Wednesday morning.   HR 
105 brings awareness to 
Metastatic Breast Cancer 
and number of women and 
families affected by this dis-
ease.   This resolution desig-
nates October 13, as 
Metastatic Breast Cancer 
Awareness Day and it was 
adopted unanimously.

I honored to serve as your 
representative and as always, 
feel free to contact me with 
your concerns or questions on 
issues.

Phone: 515-281-2331
Email: jane.bloomingda-

le@legis.iowa.gov

Week 7: girls sports, tax cuts, breast cancer awareness

Jane
Bloomingdale

Iowa House
District 51
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When I lived in Upstate New York, 
I attended the State Fair in Syracuse 
every summer.  It’s a big, beautiful fair 
and food is always a major feature from 
judging to cooking demos to the multi-
tude of food vendors and trucks. Each 
year the Fair also compiled a cookbook 
of prize winning recipes. “Prize Winning 
Recipes” from the New York State Fair, 
the 1988 edition, has been on my library 
shelves since that time.  It’s good to light 
the oven in the winter, so the following 
are taken from the chapter on Breads.

Cheesy Casserole Bread
Bread:
2 1/2 cups bread flour, sifted
1/2 cup whole milk
2 tablespoons sugar
1/2 cup water
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 stick real butter
2 packages dry yeast
1 large egg, slightly beaten
1/4 cup grated Parmesan
1 1/2 teaspoon sesame seed
Filling:
1/4 teaspoon EACH: onion powder, dried
oregano, dried basil and garlic powder
1/2 stick real butter, softened
4 oz. shredded sharp Cheddar

Combine all the filling ingredients in a 
small bowl, stirring well to combine the spic-
es into the butter. Set aside. In a large bowl 
combine 1 1/2 cups of the flour, sugar, salt, 
dry yeast and Parmesan. Whisk together 
well. In a heavy saucepan, heat the milk, 
water and butter until warm (120-130 de-
grees F. ) Add this, along with the beaten 
egg, to the flour mixture and blend with an 
electric mixer at low speed until moistened. 
Beat 3 minutes at medium speed. Grad-
ually stir in the remaining 1 cup of flour to 
make a stiff batter.  Grease a 12-cup Bundt 
or angel food pan and sprinkle the bottom 
with the sesame seed. Put half of the batter 
into the pan and spread the filling on top 
of the batter. Top with the remaining bat-
ter. Cover and let rise in a warm place until 
doubled, about an hour. Preheat the oven 
to 350 degrees F. Place a rack in the middle 
of the oven and bake the bread for 35 min-
utes. (If the top starts to get too brown, cov-
er with a piece of foil). When baked, turn 
out immediately onto a wire rack. Serve 
warm with good butter!

English Muffin Bread
5 1/2 – 6 cups bread flour

1/4 teaspoon baking soda
2 packages dry yeast
2 cups whole milk
1 tablespoon sugar
1/2 cup water
2 teaspoons salt
Cornmeal

Combine 3 cups of the flour, the yeast, 
sugar, salt and baking soda. Whisk well. 
In a small heavy saucepan, heat the milk 
and water until very warm (120 degrees F.) 
Gradually add this to the dry ingredients 
and beat well. Stir in enough more flour to 
make a stiff batter. Spoon the batter into 
two 8X5-inch loaf pans that have been 
greased and sprinkled with cornmeal. Light-
ly sprinkle the tops of the loaves with more 
cornmeal. Cover and let rise in a warm 
place for 45 minutes.   Preheat the oven 
to 400 degrees F.  On a center rack, bake 
the bread for 25 minutes. Remove from the 
pans immediately and cool on a wire rack.  
This is delicious sliced and toasted, as you 
would an English muffin.

Quick Whole Wheat Bread
2 large eggs
1 1/2 cups bread flour
1 cup sugar
1 1/2 cups whole wheat flour
1/4 cup melted shortening
1 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup molasses
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup buttermilk
1 cup raisins
1 cup chopped nuts (walnuts, pecans, 
almonds)

Beat the eggs and sugar together until 
well blended. Add the melted shortening 
and mix. Add the molasses and mix again, 
combining well. Add the buttermilk and mix 
again. In a separate bowl combine the dry 
ingredients. Add this gradually to the wet 
mixture, beating well. Fold in the raisins and 
nuts.  Pour the batter into greased loaf pans 
(how many will depend upon their size) Pre-
heat the oven to 350 degrees F. Bake the 
bread for 50-60 or until it tests done with a 
toothpick.

These recipes are old-school type 
breads with mixing and rising steps 
in some of them.  No bread machines 
in these competitions! Freshly baked 
bread has an aroma that few can resist;  
it makes a kitchen seem so comfortable 
on a winter’s day. Be sure to have real 
butter (no margarine, please!) to slather 
on top.  Life is good! And…that’s all she 
wrote.

We may live without poetry, music and 
art; We may live without conscience and 
live without heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without books; But a 
civilized man cannot live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com

641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas 
insurance needs 

since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.” 641-845-2033

Pepperoni Pizza $9.99
16 pc. Chicken $24.96

Cafe Open:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. • 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Good through March 31, 2022

Sunday DINNER SPECIAL
2 pc. Broasted

Chicken Dinner $6.95

We no longer have E85 Gaswe now carry Premium 91 Octane Gas

March SPECIALS

Store open 
7 days a week!

Hours: 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY.
CALL (641) 732-5477 TODAY TO SEE HOW I 
CAN HELP PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST.

Niky Lewis, Agent
625 Main St.

Osage, IA 50461
Bus: (641) 732-5477
nlewis@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.
American Family Insurance Company
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11678221

LINDA ANDERSON
TAX & ACCOUNTING

Evening and Weekend Appointments
641-324-2369

ourhomecomp@msn.com

• 30 years tax experience
• IRS Registered Preparer
• Individual
• Small Business
• Tax Planning
• New business startup

Aspirational attire
During the recent National FCCLA Week, the celebration included a day where members 
dressed for a job they hope to have some day. Pictured are aspiring horse trainer, nurses and 
veterinarian (from left) MacKensy Tomlinson, Macy Thorson, Jadyn Beland and Haddie Hanson.

The future 
of Agri-
Sales & 
Building 
Supply

Last week's Northwood 
Anchor featured a story on 
Ann and Arne Low and how 
they founded Agri-Sales & 
Building Supply.

The story did not include 
the future of the business. 
Ann and Arne's son, Tom, 
currently works as the man-
ager of the business. He has 
worked at the business for 
20 years and will run the 
business in the future.ARNE AND TOM LOW

By Sandy Olson
Senior Center

They say a “senior mo-
ment” is when a word 
temporarily escapes you 
or a name doesn't pop up 
when you meet someone.  I 
have those and so do many 
of my “seasoned” friends.  
But, I also like to think 
of a Senior Moment as a 
time when I feel content 
with all the years I have 
lived, the people I have 
met and the things yet to 
come.  There IS a great 
value to having lived to 
reach “senior citizenship” 
and I want to enjoy every 
minute awarded me. Part 
of the fun is knowing the 
Northwood Senior Center 
is planning many things 
to keep my mind and 
body active.  Here are the 

events in store for attend-
ees in March.

Fun Bingo is one of the 
best happenings and will 
take place the first and 
third Mondays of each 
month. For March that is 
the 7th and the 21st. Lorri 
and Carol will call; you'll 
win the prizes! 12:30 p.m.

Also on Monday, March 
7, the Northwood Book-
worms will meet at the 
Public Library to talk 
about their most recent 
read.  Sue Cherney will 
lead the meeting and 
the next book will be an-
nounced.  This club is be-
coming larger as people 
who enjoy reading decide 
it's fun to read and discuss 
the book with friends. 2 
p.m. If you haven't yet 
joined, jump in!

On Wednesday, March 
9, Lorri and Marcia will 
demonstrate and teach a 
St. Patrick's Day craft. It's 
a surprise what it will be 
but I'm sure it will bring 
you lots of good luck! There 
will be a $2 charge for ma-
terials; time is 12:30 p.m.

Our State Representa-
tive Jane Bloomingdale 
will meet with seniors on 
Friday, March 11.  She'll 
tell us how current or re-
cent legislation affects se-
nior population.  Jane is 
so easy to talk to and so 
knowledgeable; you won't 
want to miss this. Time is 
12 p.m. Bring questions if 
you have them.

Amy, the dietitian from 
Iowa State Extension, will 
hold her Fresh Conversa-
tions meeting on Tuesday, 

March 15 at 11:15 a.m. 
This is both tasty and in-
formative as she talks 
about nutrition for seniors 
and brings a sample of 
something to enjoy.

Be ready to sing along..
or just enjoy the music...as 
Lois Meyer shares her tal-
ent with the Senior Cen-
ter. On Thursday, March 
17, she'll have music with 
lunch and on Thursday, 
March 31 she will play and 
sing hymns.  Lois is such 
a blessing to the Center; 
don't miss her programs. 
Times are 11:45 a.m. each 
of those days. 

Do you know what you 
know or what you don't 
know? What??? Test your 
knowledge of trivia with 
Lorri on Wednesday, 
March 23. Time is 12 p.m. 

and there will be prizes 
awarded!

On Monday, March 28, 
Lorri will teach everyone 
how to make a beautiful 
Easter globe.  No water is 
involved and you choose 
from beautiful things to 
fill your “snow” globe.  A 
$5 fee will be charged for 
materials for each globe 
you want to make.  These 
are nice gifts for grand-
kids or anyone who loves 
pretties.

Please remember that 
there are no organized 
activities on Tuesdays.  
That's because the Center 
is available for any groups 
of Seniors who wish to 
play cards, games or just 
visit over coffee.  Many 
times people don't have 
the space in their house 

or apartment to entertain 
a card club.  Use the Se-
nior Center (no charge) on 
Tuesdays and bring your 
own refreshments and 
snacks.  Bring the games 
of your choice and have a 
relaxing afternoon with 
friends.

Also, don't forget the 
delicious lunches that can 
be purchased Monday – 
Friday at the Center.  Just 
call by 8 a.m. the day be-
fore to let them know you 
will be attending.  The 
menu is always in the An-
chor and the meals are  a 
great bargain for about $5 
including beverage and 
dessert...no top or tax. 
That's less than McDon-
alds!

A Senior Moment
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Echoes from the Loafers’ Club 
Meeting

My father is looking down on us 
today.

I didn’t know your father had 
died.

He didn’t. He’s just very conde-
scending.

Driving by Bruce’s drive
I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur 
as I drive past his drive. Cerberus, a 
three-headed dog in Greek mytholo-
gy, guarded the entrance to Hades. 
Winter weather threw three heads at 
us—wind, cold and snow. A day of 
snow and tell. A perfect storm is 
never a perfect storm. The good thing 
was, when it snows in February, it’s 
no one’s fault. I knuckled the eye 
butter and sands of the night from 
my peepers and scraped my memory. 
A fellow in the hotel parking lot 
scraped a windshield with his finger-
nails. He had no gloves, I supposed. I 
needed to get going, but I feared he’d 
go after the task six ways to Sunday 
and resort to gnawing the ice with 
his teeth. I offered him the use of my 
long-handled scraper. I became his 
best friend.

My drive home was like being in 
the Olympics. There was no chance 
of me getting a medal.

The Eat Around It Cafe
“Whatever” would make a great 

name for a restaurant if it’s not 
already the name of a restaurant. 
What couple hasn’t had a conversa-
tion including the following collec-
tion of words? Where do you want to 
eat? I don’t care. Pick a place. 
Whatever.

There are worse things
I needed to get my driver’s license 

renewed. I showered but didn’t get 
all spiffed up. I figured no one will 
ever look at my license and say, 
“What were you wearing?” I heard a 
man at an airport, asked by a cus-
toms agent if he had anything to 
declare, say, “I hate my passport 
photo.” I like my driver’s license 
photo. Why not? Despite the dire 
warnings over those intending to be 
helpful, my wait time wasn’t bad. I 
had to wait nearly a minute before a 
pleasant and efficient fellow started 
the process and I walked out with a 
temporary license. We don’t enjoy 
waiting to do things we aren’t excited 
about doing, especially when we 
don’t have those great magazines to 
read while we’re waiting. “Great” is a 
code word meaning “ancient.” We’re 
all busy, but waiting isn’t one of the 
seven deadly sins. Waiting is like the 
nasty-tasting medicines coming from 
brown bottles. Many a youngster was 
told that if it’s hard to swallow, it 
must be good for you.

I’ve learned
Nobody rides an elevator to listen 

to the music. 
If fans are any guides, the best 

place to referee a basketball game is 
while seated in the stands.

If you move to or visit a place 
because of its slower pace, don’t 
become frustrated by its slower pace.

Nature notes
I heard little about March coming 

in like a lion and going out like a 
lamb or vice versa. Maybe it came in 
like a cardinal? There were four car-
dinals in a hawthorn tree in my yard. 
I’m still celebrating. I’ve seen more 
than that in a tree before, but never 

at my place.
I saw robins. The vast majority of 

robins move south in the winter. 
However, some stick around—and 
move around. Fruit is the robin’s 
winter food source. As the ground 
thaws in the spring, they switch to 
earthworms and insects. Robins may 
arrive when the average daily tem-
perature isotherms reach 37° because 
food becomes available, not because 
they need warm temperatures. They 
might not be a true harbinger of 
spring, because some winter here.

I spotted a muskrat doing a walk-
about. Perhaps it had run out of food 
and was forced to venture from its 
home. Muskrats aren’t rats and are 
much smaller than beavers.

A sign of spring is the sight of a 
killdeer. Killdeer are shorebirds that 
don’t need a beach and call out their 
names. Another sign is the return of 
red-winged blackbirds. The males 
sing “Look-at-meee” from a promi-
nent perch. Their songs remind me of 
Simon & Garfunkel’s “Homeward 
Bound,” “Home where my thought’s 
escaping. Home where my music’s 
playing. Home where my love lies 
waiting, silently for me.” The females 
aren’t waiting for them. They gener-
ally return later than the males.

Meeting adjourned
Mr. Rogers said, “When Henry 

James’s nephew was about to go off 
to school for the first time, he came 
to his uncle and asked, ‘Do you have 
any advice for me?’ Henry James 
answered, ‘I have three pieces of 
advice. The first is to be kind. The 
second is to be kind. The third is to 
be kind.’” 

©️Al Batt 2022
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Fit to print... National Women’s Month 2022: ‘Wom-
en providing healing, promoting hope’

Savvy Senior
Can COVID-19 cause shingles?
Dear Savvy Senior,

How effective is the shingles vaccine and what is 
the CDC recommendation for getting it? My older 
brother and sister, both in their fifties, got COVID a 
few months back followed by shingles. Do you know 
if there is a connection between these viruses, and 
would the shingles vaccine have protected them? 

Scared of Shingles

Dear Scared,
Great question! Many healthcare professionals 

across the country have been urging their older 
patients to get the shingles vaccine (in addition to 
the COVID-19 vaccinations) during the pandemic 
because getting COVID-19 can increase your chanc-
es of developing shingles. And the more severe case 
of COVID you get, the greater your risk for shingles. 

The reason for this is because when you contract 
COVID-19 your immune system becomes compro-
mised fighting off the virus, which gives shingles – a 
virus that already exist in your body if you’ve had 
chickenpox – a chance to reactivate. 

Here’s what you should know about shingles, the 
shingles vaccine, and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recommendations.

What are Shingles?
Shingles, also known as herpes zoster, is a burn-

ing, blistering skin rash that affects around 1 million 
Americans each year. The same virus that causes 
chickenpox causes shingles. What happens is the 
chickenpox virus that most people get as kids never 
leaves the body. It hides in the nerve cells near the 
spinal cord and, for some people, emerges later in 
the form of shingles. 

In the U.S., about one out of every three people 
will develop shingles during their lifetime. While 
anyone who’s had chickenpox can get shingles, it 
most commonly occurs in people over age 50, along 
with people who have weakened immune systems. 
But you can’t catch shingles from someone else.

Early signs of the disease include pain, itching or 
tingling before a blistering rash appears several 
days later, and can last up to four weeks. The rash 
typically occurs on one side of the body, often as a 
band of blisters that extends from the middle of your 
back around to the breastbone. It can also appear 
above an eye or on the side of the face or neck.

In addition to the rash, about 20 to 25 percent of 
those who get shingles go on to develop severe nerve 
pain (postherpetic neuralgia, or PHN) that can last 
for months or even years. And in rare cases, shingles 
can also cause strokes, encephalitis, spinal cord 
damage and vision loss.

Shingles Vaccine
The vaccine for shingles called Shingrix (see 

Shingrix.com) provides much better protection than 
the old shingles vaccine, Zostavax. 

Manufactured by GlaxoSmithKline, Shingrix is 
97 percent effective in preventing shingles in people 
50 to 69 years old, and 91 percent effective in those 
70 and older. 

Shingrix also does a terrific job of preventing 
nerve pain that continues after a shingles rash has 
cleared – about 90 percent effective.

Because of this protection, the CDC recommends 
that everyone age 50 and older, receive the Shingrix 
vaccine, which is given in two doses, separated by 
two to six months. 

Even if you’ve already had shingles, you still need 
these vaccinations because reoccurring cases are 
possible. The CDC also recommends that anyone 
previously vaccinated with Zostavax be revaccinated 
with Shingrix.

You should also know that Shingrix can cause 
some adverse side effects for some people, including 
muscle pain, fatigue, headache, fever and upset 
stomach. 

Shingrix – which averages around $205 for both 
doses – is covered by most private health insurance 
plans including Medicare Part D prescription drug 
plans, but there may be a cost to you depending on 
your plan. Contact your insurer to find out.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. 
Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

 

Ponderings from
the Batt Cave

By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.

From the the National Women’s 
History Alliance:

The 2022 Women’s History 
theme, “Providing Healing, Pro-
moting Hope,” is both a tribute to 
the ceaseless work of caregivers 
and frontline workers during this 
ongoing pandemic and also a recog-
nition of the thousands of ways that 
women of all cultures have provided 
both healing and hope throughout 
history.

Women as healers harken back 
to ancient times. Healing is the 
personal experience of transcend-
ing suffering and transforming 
it to wholeness. The gift of hope 
spreads light to the lives of others 
and reflects a belief in the unlimited 
possibilities of this and future gen-
erations. Together, healing and hope 
are essential fuels for our dreams 
and our recovery.

This year, in particular, we 
are reminded of the importance 
of healers and caregivers who are 
helping to promote and sustain hope 
for the future. The NWHA encour-
ages communities throughout the 
country to honor local women who 
bring and have historically brought 
these priceless gifts to their fami-
lies, workplaces, and neighborhoods, 
sometimes at great sacrifice. These 
are the women who, as counselors 
and clerics, artists and teachers, 
doctors, nurses, mothers, and 
grandmothers listen, ease suffering, 
restore dignity, and make decisions 
for our general as well as our per-
sonal welfare.

Women have long advocated 
for compassionate treatments and 
new directions in public health and 
in women’s mental and physical 
health. Women have also historical-
ly led the way in mending divisions, 
healing wounds, and finding peace-
ful solutions. This timeless work, in 
so many ways and in addition to so 
many other tasks, has helped count-
less individuals in our communities 
recover and follow their dreams.

The 2022 theme proudly hon-
ors those who, in both public and 
private life, provide healing and pro-
mote hope for the betterment of all.

-----------------------

Why March is National Women’s 
History Month

Local Celebrations
As recently as the 1970s, women’s 

history was virtually an unknown 
topic in the K-12 curriculum or in 
general public consciousness. To ad-
dress this situation, the Education 
Task Force of the Sonoma County 
(California) Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women initiated a “Women’s 
History Week” celebration for 1978.

The week March 8th, Interna-
tional Women’s Day, was chosen as 
the focal point of the observance. 
The local Women’s History Week 
activities met with enthusiastic 
response, and dozens of schools 
planned special programs for Wom-
en’s History Week. Over one-hun-
dred community women participat-
ed by doing special presentations in 
classrooms throughout the country 
and an annual “Real Woman” Essay 
Contest drew hundreds of entries. 
The finale for the week was a cele-
bratory parade and program held in 
the center of downtown Santa Rosa, 
California.

Mobilizing a Movement
In 1979, Molly Murphy MacGre-

gor, a member of our group, was in-
vited to participate in The Women’s 
History Institute at Sarah Lawrence 
College, which was chaired by noted 
historian, Gerda Lerner and attend-
ed by the national leaders of organi-
zations for women and girls. When 
the participants learned about the 
success of the Sonoma County’s 
Women’s History Week celebration, 
they decided to initiate similar 
celebrations within their own orga-
nizations, communities, and school 
districts. They also agreed to sup-
port an effort to secure a “National 
Women’s History Week.”

Presidential and Congressional 
Support

The first steps toward success 
came in February 1980 when Pres-
ident Carter issued the first Presi-
dential Proclamation declaring the 
Week of March 8th 1980 as National 
Women’s History Week. In the 
same year, Representative Barbara 
Mikulski, who at the time was in 

the House of Representatives, and 
Senator Orrin Hatch co-sponsored a 
Congressional Resolution for Na-
tional Women’s History Week 1981. 
This co-sponsorship demonstrated 
the wide-ranging political support 
for recognizing, honoring, and cele-
brating the achievements of Ameri-
can women.

A National Lobbying Effort
As word spread rapidly across the 

nation, state departments of educa-
tion encouraged celebrations of Na-
tional Women’s History Week as an 
effective means to achieving equity 
goals within classrooms. Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Oregon, 
Alaska, and other states developed 
and distributed curriculum mate-
rials for all of their public schools. 
Organizations sponsored essay 
contests and other special programs 
in their local areas. Within a few 
years, thousands of schools and com-
munities were celebrating National 
Women’s History Week, supported 
and encouraged by resolutions from 
governors, city councils, school 
boards, and the U.S. Congress.

Each year, the dates of National 
Women’s History Week, (the week of 
March 8th) changed and every year 
a new lobbying effort was needed. 
Yearly, a national effort that in-
cluded thousands of individuals and 
hundreds of educational and wom-
en’s organizations was spearheaded 
by the National Women’s History 
Alliance.

National Women’s History Month
By 1986, 14 states had already 

declared March as Women’s History 
Month. This momentum and state-
by-state action was used as the 
rational to lobby Congress to declare 
the entire month of March 1987 as 
National Women’s History Month. 
In 1987, Congress declared March 
as National Women’s History Month 
in perpetuity. A special Presidential 
Proclamation is issued every year 
which honors the extraordinary 
achievements of American women.

By Molly Murphy MacGregor, 
Executive Director and Co-founder 
of the National Women’s History 
Alliance
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25 years
ago

February 26, 1997
Worth County super-

visor Bev Pangburn and 
Win-Worth Betco executive 
director Dave Brunsvold 
visited with Rep. Jim Nussle 
following the congressman’s 
“town hall” meeting at the 
courthouse.

Northwood-Kensett se-
nior Laurie Steinmetz was 
all smiles as she accepted 
her Merit finalist certificate 
from teacher Deb Calvert. 
N-K High principal John 
Dayton emceed the ceremo-
ny during halftime of the Vi-
kings-Forest City ballgame.

The Northwood Volun-

teer Fire Company recently 
elected officers for the 
coming year. The officers in-
clude fire chief Rick Hanson, 
second assistant chief Daryl 
Love, secretary Randy Sev-
erson and treasurer John 
Carlson. First assistant 
Chief Russ Julseth was not 
present for the photo.

Kensett Volunteer Fire 
Department members 
served as the honor guard 
during the funeral of 
longtime Kensett fireman 
Charles Mitchell. One of the 
department’s vehicles leads 
the funeral procession as 
it approaches the Kensett 
cemetery. Mitchell died sud-
denly as he left a gathering 
in the Kensett Community 
Center.

Timen Dale Moretz, son 
of Dean and Tanna Moretz, 

rural Hanlontown, was born 
on Friday, February 21, 
at the North Iowa Mercy 
Medical Center. He weighed 
7 lbs., 12 oz. and was wel-
comed by brothers Nathan. 
6 1/2, and Mitchell, 4 years 
old. Grandparents are Art 
and Sharon Moretz and 
Dale and Ann Johnson, all 
of rural Northwood.

Inter Se Study Club mem-
ber Julie Hansen, Diane 
Hanson and Linda Myhre 
recently presented Linda 
Macrae, Northwood Kensett 
school librarian, with a $400 
check to purchase books and 
supplies for the elementary 
school library. The club 
raised the money by selling 
Christmas and all occasion 
wrapping paper last fall.

75 years 
ago

February 27, 1947
In an overtime game fol-

lowing a tie score of 43-43 at 
the end of the regular period 
of play, the Forest City High 
School Indians broke the 
long string of 19 Northwood 
high school victories on the 
baseball tour in Memorial 
Auditorium at Forest City. 
The final score was 53-47.

Among 65 Iowa churches 
that received certificates of 
merit for distinguished rural 
church work is Emmanuel 
Lutheran of Grafton, whose 
pastor is the Rev. S.M. 
Becker. The awards were 
given at the annual meeting 

of the Iowa Christian Rural 
Fellowship held at Ames in 
cooperation with the Iowa 
State College extension 
service.

The Mueller Hatchery, 
now in its 11th year of 
business in Northwood, 
invites the public to inspect 
the new modern automatic 
Jamesway incubators that 
they have just installed. The 
four units are all white baked 
on enamel with chrome hard-
ware. 

From the South Polar 
regions, where he is with the 
Byrd antarctic exploration 
party, Calvin Burns has writ-
ten two letters to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Burns 
of Gordonsillve. One dated 
December 12, 1946, and the 
other January 24 of this year 
revealed his whereabouts. It 

is ‘summertime’ now in that 
region with the temperate 
“only 30 degrees below zero” 
one of the letters said.

Continuing the modern-
ization program started two 
years ago, the Northwood 
Theatre completed installa-
tion of a high-intension booth 
equipment, as well as a new 
screen. 

Local hog buyers are not 
in the market for hogs at the 
present time, it was stated at 
both elevators. “Under pres-
ent conditions we do not know 
what they are worth” seemed 
to be the opinion held. With 
$30 per 100-weight paid on 
the Chicago hog market, an 
all-time high record was set 
in that city. Iowa and Min-
nesota packing plants were 
reported to have offered $29 
per cwt. on that day.

100 years 
ago

March 1, 1922
The Auxiliary tea will 

be held at the club rooms 
with Mesdames Orlandus 
Vold, R.G. Mellem, J.O.E. 
Johnson and T.S. Hanson 
as hostesses. Come early 
and bring your fancy work. 

Ed E. Swensrud, north-
east of town, returned the 
latter part of last week from 
a pleasure trip, which took 
him to Florida and other 
southern states across to 
Cuba and back into the 
States. Washington, D.C., 
and other eastern points of 
interest were visited. J.S. 

Page of Glenville, who ac-
companied Mr. Swensrud, 
stopped in Indiana for a 
visit with relatives. 

With the expectation of 
Prof. and Mrs. G.C. Hamer-
sly and family, all of the 
children and grandchildren 
of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Buchanan spent Sunday at 
their home in Northwood in 
honor of Mrs. Buchanan’s 
birthday anniversary. 

About 70 neighbors 
and old friends called at 
the Fred Luth home east 
of Northwood last Friday 
evening and gave Mrs. Luth 
a surprise. The evening was 
spent in a social way and at 
about 12 o’clock a bounteous 
lunch was served. 

Under the direction 
of Miss Dorothy Meder, 

instructor of music in the 
Northwood schools, the 
Japanese operetta, “O’Hara 
San,” will be given at the 
Slosson Theatre Thursday 
and Friday evenings on 
March 16 and 17.

Dr. C.W. Sanders, while 
on his way to the R.M. 
Sherrard home, southeast 
of Northwood on Friday 
morning at 4 o’clock, found 
himself stalled in the poor 
road south of the seven mile 
corner with his automobile 
out of commission as a re-
sult of a broken crank case. 
Dr. Sanders says he finds 
many stretches of almost 
impassible roads during his 
country drives and thinks 
more highway funds could 
be spent to advantage on 
the side roads.

50 years 
ago

March 2, 1972
Students in the jazz band 

will join some 130 other 
Northwood-Kensett vocal 
musicians for “Pops IV” to 
be presented, at the West 
Elementary Auditorium 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. In 
addition to the jazz band, the 
concert choir, girls chorus, 
boys chorus, swing choir and 
the other small groups and 
skits will be presented. Low-
ell Gangstad is vocal director 
and George Feuerhelm is in-
strumental director. The N-K 
art department will exhibit 
a pop art display and special 
effects with Mrs. Lois Welsh, 

art director, supervising. A 
charge of $1 for adults and 
50 cents for children will be 
made for the concert and 
exhibit.

Arleigh J. Hostad has been 
nominated by the North-
wood-Kensett Education 
Association as a candidate to 
receive the Friends of Educa-
tion Award sponsored by the 
National Education aAted at 
the annual NEA Education 
convention in Atlantic City, 
N.J. The award is given on 
the basis of leadership and 
support of education, educa-
tors and students. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Mad-
sen, Plentywood, Montana, 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Grace Mary, 
to Airman David M. Hansen, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Hansen, Route 1, Glenville. 

Miss Madsen is a graduate 
from Plentywood High 
School. Her fiancé graduated 
from Glenville High School 
in 1970, enlisted in the Air 
Force in April 1971, and is 
stationed at Fortuna, North 
Dakota. A March wedding is 
being planned. 

The Northwood-Kensett 
Junior High School flute 
sextette earned a blue ribbon 
at the annual grade school 
music festival held in Mason 
City. Members of the group 
are Jane Madson, Kathy 
Bloomingdale, Karen David-
son, Sue Madsen and Grace 
Medlang. 

The Northwood Library 
is all but complete, with the 
contractors expecting to com-
plete construction this week. 

10 years      
ago

February 29, 2012
Last week represen-

tatives of Worth County 
Farm Bureau visited Worth 
County schools, including 
N-K High School, and 
served lunch to students as 
a part of Food Check-Out 
Week, which highlights the 
impact Iowa farmers have 
on the national and global 
food markets.

Allan Johnson is pictured 
with his Supreme Champi-
on. The judges and Teresa 
Claeys from South Dakota 
State University pose with 
them at the Sioux Empire 
Farm Show.

Members of the Worth 
County Farm Bureau trav-
eled to the state capitol on 
February 21, for Iowa Farm 
Bureau’s annual day on 
the hill. The local members 
met with Senator Merlin 
Bartz to discuss issues in 
the state legislature as well 
as important issues facing 
Iowa farmers. 

On February 9, the Math 
Club hosted a “Chess Lunch 
& Learn” in the high school 
conference room. Paul Hert-
zel, NIACC Mathematics 
Professor and Chess Club 
Advisor, was prepared to 
show the students some 
strategies. A total of 14 
students took part and the 
underclassmen in atten-
dance suggested that the 
Chess Lunch & Learn be 
held again next year.

Natalie Braun of Graf-
ton, Iowa, earned Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Platteville 
dean’s honor scholastic list 
honors for the fall 2011 se-
mester with a 3.5 or better 
grade point average.

Many area residents ea-
gerly watched the Academy 
Awards. That included the 
local members of the Kuen-
nen family, who watched as 
their relative, Dan Junge, 
win the Oscar for Docu-
mentary Short, for “Saving 
Face.”

Dave Capitani, who was 
inducted into the Knoxville 
High School Athletic Hall 
of Frame for his prowess on 
the baseball diamond, won 
his 150th game as head 
football coach this past 
season.
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Elaine W. Butler, 87, of 
Northwood passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, 
February 24, 2022, at 
the Lutheran Retirement 
Home.

A funeral service was 
held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022, at First Lu-
theran Church, 309 Ninth 
Street North, Northwood, 
IA 50459 with Rev. Becky 
Sogge officiating. She was 
laid to rest in South Shell 
Rock Cemetery, North-
wood, beside her late hus-
band, Luane.

Visitation and public 
viewing was from 5 to 7 
p.m. on Monday, February 
28, 2022, at Conner Co-
lonial Chapel, 1008 First 
Ave. South, Northwood, IA 
50459. Visitation continued 
one hour prior to the ser-
vice at the church.

Elaine Wanda Johnson 
was born on February 6, 
1935, in Albert Lea, the 
daughter of Willie E. and 
Edythe (Iverson) Johnson. 
Growing up in Northwood, 
she attended Northwood 
High School, graduating in 
1953. On June 11, 1956, she 
married the love of her life, 
Luane Arlington Butler, 
and the couple was blessed 
with two daughters, Lori 
and Susan. Elaine contin-

ued her education at Ham-
ilton Business College and 
worked at First Lutheran 
Church in the office. Later, 
she worked at the Luther-
an Retirement Home for 
numerous years in house-
keeping, where her hands 
were never idle.

Elaine was a dedicat-
ed, loving farm wife who 
never sat down. She was 
constantly working on 
something, whether it 
was milking cows, mak-
ing snacks and meals for 
the workers, doing chores 
or traveling around North 
Iowa for her daughter’s ac-
tivities. She loved to work 
and found joy in caring for 
others. She was known to 
always have cookies and 

bars at the ready and it 
was understood that if you 
left Elaine’s house hun-
gry, it was your own fault. 
Most of all Elaine’s calm, 
kind, even temper made 
her a loving, compassionate 
mother and wife. Her fam-
ily was always the center 
of her world and she cher-
ished time spent together.

Those left to cherish 
her memory are her two 
daughters, Lori Turner 
of McKinney, Texas, and 
Susan (Brian) Nelson of 
Northwood; grandchildren, 
Megan and Wyatt Turner, 
Ashley (Richie) Murrel and 
Brock Nelson; great-grand-
children, Ryan, Alana, and 
Erik; sister, Mavis (Darrell) 
Swartwood of Shakopee, 
Minn.; and sister-in-law, 
MaryAnn (Gary) Christian-
son of Northwood; as well 
as numerous nieces, neph-
ews and extended family 
members.

Those preceding her 
in death are her beloved 
husband, Luane; a grand-
daughter, Faith Elaine 
Turner; parents, Willie E. 
and Edythe K. Johnson; 
Luane’s parents, Gilman 
and Jennie; and brothers-
in-law, Carrol Butler and 
Glenn (Karen) Butler.

Elaine Butler

ELAINE BUTLER

Nancy R. Whitesell, 78, 
passed away at the North-
wood Lutheran Retirement 
home on Monday, February 
14, 2022. 

She was born in Sioux 
City, Iowa on May 7, 1943.  
Paul and Clara Whitesell 
adopted Nancy when she 
was 16 months old.  Nan-
cy’s family lived in a variety 
of places, including Chero-
kee, Fort Dodge and Ames 
where she eventually grad-
uated from High School.  
After her father passed 
away, Nancy and her moth-
er, Clara, moved to North-
wood, where they could 
be closer to Clara’s sister, 
Karen (Vernon) Kruse.  
Nancy was a member of the 
Methodist church and was 
employed in the kitchens 
of the Midway Café, the 
Corner Post and Annie’s, 
where she enjoyed her fa-
vorite meal of hamburgers 
and french fries.  

Nancy enjoyed playing 
“Name that Tune,” watch-
ing the Hallmark channel 
and  listening to country 
music.    Her favorite hobby 
was cutting out interesting 
articles from the paper and 
magazines and organizing 
them into scrapbooks.  She 
also often rode her bicycle 
everywhere around town, 

especially on her way to get 
her favorite bottles of Pepsi 
from the grocery store.  

After her mother passed 
away, Nancy moved to the 
Northwood Hotel.  She be-
came great friends with 
Arlys Reeder and enjoyed 
helping her in a variety of 
activities such as answer-
ing the hotel phone and 
helping with the organiza-
tion of birthday parties for 
the hotel residents.  Since 
Nancy did not drive, Arlys 
helped her get to those 
places beyond walking dis-
tance.  While walking to 
do her errands about town, 
Nancy would sit on one 
of the many benches on 
main street Northwood and 
“people watch,” another of 
Nancy’s favorite activities.  
Then in October of 2014, 

she became a resident of 
The Lutheran Retirement 
Home in Northwood.  The 
nurses and staff there en-
joyed her spicy personality.  
Nancy got along especially 
well with her regular daily 
nurse, April, who she fond-
ly nicknamed ‘Vicki.’   

Nancy is survived by 
her cousins, Laura (Mike) 
Richter, New Hartford, 
Iowa, Karen (Paul) Hen-
drikson, Escondido, Cali-
fornia, Richard Pedersen, 
Rose Creek, Minnesota, 
Don (Faye) Pedersen, Lois 
(Paul) Saum, Connie (spe-
cial friend Roger Lee) Nel-
son, Northwood, Iowa, and 
Clarice Dempewolf,  Albert 
Lea, Minnesota, along with 
all their families.  

Nancy was preceded in 
death by her parents, Paul 
and Clara Whitesell; broth-
er, Gary Whitesell; and 
many aunts and uncles.  

There will be a memorial 
service held in the summer 
where we can share our fa-
vorite Nancy stories and 
memories.  

Memorials, in Nancy’s 
name, are preferred to the 
Northwood Retirement 
Home and cards may be 
sent to Conner Colonial  
Chapel, P.O. Box 223, 
Northwood, IA 50459.

Nancy Whitesell

NANCY WHITESELL

See page 10 for a full 
obit of Eileen Perkins 
Ruble obituary

Ernest 
Hanson

Ernest Hanson, 95, of 
Northwood passed away on 
Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022.

Arrangements are pend-
ing with Schroeder & Sites 
Funeral Home, Northwood.



Eileen Lynn Perkins 
Ruble, 77, of Hanlontown 
passed away on Thursday, 
February 24, 2022, at the 
Lutheran Retirement Home 
in Northwood. She had suf-
fered from Alzheimer’s for 
several years.

The funeral service was 
held at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, February 28, 2022, at 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
302 Fourth St. E., Hanlon-
town, Iowa, with Pastor 
Linda Johnson Prestholt 
officiating. Visitation began 
at 9:30 a.m. the day of the 
funeral at the church.  Buri-
al took place at Brush Point 
Cemetery, located between 
Hanlontown and Fertile, 
Iowa.  The service streamed 
online at facebook.com/Ho-
ganBremerMooreColonial-
Chapel.

Eileen Lynn Ruble was 
born on March 18, 1944, at 
the Naeve Hospital in Al-
bert Lea, Minnesota, the 
daughter of Clinton “Hap-
py” and Wilma (Thompson) 
Perkins of rural Northwood.  
She began her education at 
Otranto, Iowa, and graduat-
ed from Northwood-Kensett 

High School. She furthered 
her education at Hamilton 
Business College in Mason 
City, Iowa, graduating with 
a secretarial degree. She 
worked at the Clear Lake 
Bank & Trust Company, 
Winnebago Industries and 
Iowa Dept. of Human Ser-
vices as an executive secre-
tary. 

On August 14, 1965, 
Eileen married Paul 
Brunsvold of Hanlontown, 
Iowa, at the Deer Creek 
Lutheran Church of rural 

Carpenter, Iowa.  They en-
joyed delivering Winnebago 
motor homes to customers 
across the country, biked 
across Iowa in RAGBRAI, 
and taught stained glass 
classes. She also enjoyed 
cross-country skiing. They 
were members of Grace Lu-
theran Church in Hanlon-
town, where they donated a 
Rodgers organ that Eileen 
enjoyed playing for Sunday 
services.

Eileen and Paul later 
divorced and on May 11, 
2002, she married Jerred 
Ruble at Beaver Creek Lu-
theran Church at Heritage 
Park in Forest City, Iowa.  
Jerred owned a prestigious 
collection of steam engines, 
threshing machines and gas 
tractors, and Eileen became 
as enthusiastic as Jerred 
was about “Old Iron.”  Eileen 
was particularly proud of 

the “Old Iron” she acquired 
– a 1914 30-60 Hart-Parr, a 
1/3 scale Gaar Scott steam 
engine and water wagon, a 
dish pan Fairbanks Morse 
1.5 HP gas engine and a 
Massey Harris 44 Special 
tractor like her Dad had 
and she drove growing up 
on the farm.  They travelled 
across the U.S. and Canada 
attending steam shows and 
displaying “Old Iron” from 
their collection where they 
made many friends.

Eileen didn’t have any 
children, but “adopted” sev-
eral children from amongst 
their steam engine friends – 
Colin Hall, Kenneth Sellers, 
Scott Evans and Nicholas 
“Nick” Swanz.

Eileen is survived by her 
four sisters, Carol Tinkey 
and Doreen (Duane) Doren-
kamp of Mason City, Iowa, 
Nancy Vaught, West Des 

Moines, Iowa. and Barb 
(Dale) Eppens of Mason 
City; many nieces and neph-
ews; stepsons, Tim Ruble, 
Dallas, Texas. and Nathan 
Ruble, Bismarck, N.D.; and 
brothers-in-law Steve (Cin-
dy) Ruble and Dan (Bonnie) 
Ruble.

Preceding her in death 
are her husband, Jerred 
on February 18, 2022; par-
ents; brothers-in-law, Lloyd 
Tinkey and Richard Vaught, 
and Randy and Craig Ruble.

In lieu of flowers memori-
als may be directed to Bea-
ver Creek Lutheran Church 
at Heritage Park in Forest 
City, Iowa, Grace Luther-
an Church in Hanlontown, 
Iowa, or Deer Creek Luther-
an Church rural Carpenter, 
Iowa. Messages of sympa-
thy may be sent to Carol 
Tinkey, 27 N. Willowgreen 
Ct., Mason City, IA 50401.

Eileen Perkins Ruble

EILEEN PERKINS RUBLE

ObituariesNorthwood  Anchor

Page 10 —The Northwood Anchor—Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Northwood  
Anchor

PROFESSIONAL 
CARD

Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

900 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-1023  Home 324-1391

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. Thursday
First Lutheran Church

For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244

NORTHWOOD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

641-324-1340

Dr. Scott Bosacker DDS
For All Your Dental Needs
We Welcome New Patients!

Mon. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday Evenings • Some Saturdays
Emergency Appts.

www.LakeMillsDentist.com
206 E. Main St.

Lake Mills, IA 50450
641-592-1100

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. -  Noon

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Legal

 IN THE IOWA 
DISTRICT COURT

FOR WORTH COUNTY IN 
THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
JEFFREY G. MOORE, 

Deceased
Case No. ESPR009288 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATOR AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interest-

ed in the Estate of Jeffrey G. 
Moore, Deceased, who died on 
or about the September 17, 
2021:

You are hereby notified 
that on February 16, 2022, the 
undersigned was appointed as 
administrator of the estate. 

Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the 
estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate 
shall file them with the clerk 
of the above named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, 

and unless so filed by the later 
to occur of four months from 
the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or 
paid) a claim is thereafter for-
ever barred.

Dated this February 17, 
2022.

First Citizens Bank
2601 4th Street SW

Mason City, IA 50401
Administrator 

of the Estate

John P. Lander
ICIS#: AT0004583
Brown, Kinsey, Funkhouser & 
Lander, P.L.C.
214 North Adams
P.O. Box 679
Mason City, IA 50402-0679
Attorney for the 
Administrator

Date of second publication 
the 2nd day of March, 2022.

8-2t

Notice

 IN THE IOWA 
DISTRICT COURT

FOR WORTH COUNTY IN 
THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
JERRY E. WILLIAMSON, 

Deceased
Case No. ESPR009304 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATOR AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested 

in the Estate of Jerry E. Wil-
liamson, Deceased, who died 
on or about the January 20, 
2022:

You are hereby notified 
that on February 16, 2022, the 
undersigned was appointed as 
administrator of the estate. 

Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the 
estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate 
shall file them with the clerk 
of the above named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later 
to occur of four months from 
the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or 
paid) a claim is thereafter for-
ever barred.

Dated this January 27, 
2022.

Terry J. Williamson
129 E. Elmore

P.O. Box 65
Manly, IA 50456

Administrator 
of the Estate

Douglas A. Krull
ICIS#000008531
Krull Law Office
714 Central Avenue
P.O. Box 200
Northwood, IA 50459
Attorney for Administrator

Date of second publication 
the 2nd day of March, 2022.

8-2t

Notice

February 22, 2022
Eighth Day

The Worth County Board of 
Supervisors met pursuant to ad-
journment with Mark Smeby, 
Enos Loberg and A.J. Stone, pres-
ent.  

Smeby led the meeting in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

Unless otherwise indicated, all 
of the following motions offered at 
this meeting were carried with the 
following vote: Ayes: Stone, Smeby 
and Loberg. Nays: none. Absten-
tions: none.  Absent:  none.

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve the 
February 22, 2022 board agenda.

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve the 
February 14, 2022 board minutes.

Motion by Loberg, second by 
Stone, carried to approve Nathan-
iel Julseth and Merlin Bartz as 
Board Appointed Appraisers and 
Reclassification Commissioners 
for DD #11, 13, 24, 34, 37, 49 and 
52.  

Motion by Loberg, second by 
Stone, carried to approve claims in 
the amount of $167,396.33, as per 
the following schedule:
Agvantage Fs Inc
  Fuel-Eng............................ 263.13 
Alliant Energy
  Service-Sdp........................ 779.92 
Aramark
  Service-Gsr........................ 277.10 
Berge Oil Company
  Fuel-Eng....................... 16,311.67 
Brian Lund, Mileage-Gsr...... 11.35 
Carquest Auto Parts Inc
  Supplies-Shf.......................... 4.08 
Centurylink, Service-Gsr.... 127.04 
Certified Laboratories
  Fuel-Eng......................... 1,269.70 
Cindy Thompson
  Reimb-Asr............................ 79.70 
City Of Fertile
  Service-Eng......................... 81.10 
Elderbridge Agency On Aging

  Fy22 Appro-Org.............. 2,814.00 
Fertile Public Library/City Of 
Fertile, Fy22 Appro-Lib... 9,500.00 
Galls, Llc, Supplies-Shf...... 283.49 
Grafton Public Library/City Of 
Grafton
  Fy22 Appro-Lib.............. 9,500.00 
Hartland Lubricants & Chemicals
  Supplies-Eng.................. 1,954.64 
Healthy Harvest Of No Ia
  Fy22 Appro-Org.............. 1,307.50 
Hotsy Equipment
  Supplies-Eng..................... 304.17 
I35/105 Welcome Center Inc.
  Fy22 Appro-Org.............. 7,500.00 
Iowa Employment Conference
  Edu-Asr.............................. 375.00 
Jessica Reyerson
  Reimb-Phd........................... 50.00 
John Deere Financial
  Supplies............................. 218.58 
Joice Public Library/City Of Joice
  Fy22 Appro-Lib.............. 9,500.00 
Kensett Public Library/City Of 
Kensett, Fy22 Appro-Lib.9,500.00 
Kinney Memorial Library/City Of 
Hanlontown
  Fy22 Appro-Lib.............. 9,500.00 
Knudtson Automotive Service
  Service-Shf......................... 264.82 
Manly Public Library/City Of 
Manly, Fy22 Appro-Lib.... 9,500.00 
Marco Technologies Llc
  Service-Dap....................... 171.06 
Mark Smeby, Mileage-Sup.259.72 
Motorola Solutions Inc
  Supplies-Ema................. 9,320.00 
Nassco Inc., Supplies-Gsr... 525.85 
Northwood Anchor Inc
  Service-Ema...................... 597.71 
Northwood Public Library/City Of 
Northwood
  Fy22 Appro-Lib.............. 9,500.00 
Nuss Truck & Equipment Inc
  Parts-Eng........................... 778.73 
Pinnacle Quality Insight
  Service-Phd........................ 154.50 
Reinhart Food Service Llc
  Supplies-Shf...................... 427.16 
Richard Brumm
  Reimb-Eng......................... 430.09 

Rsvp, Fy22 Appro-Org..... 2,250.00 
Stromleys Repair Llc
   Service-Eng........................ 34.00 
Tellma Engineering
  Supplies-Gsr........................ 55.00 
Thrifty White Pharmacy
  Supplies-Shf................... 1,113.85 
U S Postal Service
  Postage-Aud...................... 196.00 
Verizon Wireless
   Service-It/Gis.................... 384.77 
Visa, Service-Con............. 4,798.14 
Windstream, Service-Eng..... 14.47 
Worth County Engineer
  Fuel-Shf.......................... 8,287.39 
Worth County Extension
  Fy22 Appro-Org............ 20,000.00 
Worth County Fair
  Fy22 Appro-Org............ 16,000.00 
Worth Lumber Co
  Supplies-Eng....................... 52.72 
Youth Shelter Care Of N Ia Inc
  Service-Juj......................... 768.18 
Grand Total.................. 167,396.33 

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to approve the 
Class C Liquor License for the 
Northwood Country Club.  	

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to appoint Chad 
Nelson to the NIACOG Revolving 
Loan Fund Committee.  

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to engage Serve 
Pro to complete mold mitigation in 
the HVAC in courthouse. 

Motion by Loberg, second by 
Stone, carried to approve the 
LMR Datalogger Membership 28E 
Agreement by and between Worth 
County and Chickasaw County.   

Motion by Stone, second by 
Loberg, carried to adjourn at 9:21 
A.M.  The next meeting of the 
Board of Supervisors will be Mon-
day, February 28, 2022 at 8:30 
A.M.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Mark Smeby, Chairperson

Supervisors

The Kensett City Council met 
in regular session 2/14/22 at 7:00 
P.M. at City Hall with Mayor 
Corey Pulju presiding.    Council 
Members present were Douglas, 
Parker, Heiken, & Woltzen.

Absent: Pilkington.
Visitors:  R. Bauer-City Main-

tenance, L. McNally-Deputy City 
Clerk

Mayor called meeting to order.
Motion to approve agenda by 

Parker, 2nd by Woltzen, carried 
unanimously.

Maintenance discussed where 
the raccoon could have possibly 
came in from and general mainte-
nance.

Clerk discussed door grant for 
City Hall, old computer, and gen-
eral correspondence. 

Old Business: None
New Business:  Setting Feb-

ruary 28, 2022 for public hearing 
approving 2022/2023 maximum 
property tax dollars, motion by 
Parker, 2nd by Douglas, carried 
unanimously. 

Discussed City clean-up day, 
May 7th weather permitting, oth-
erwise the 14th. 

ICAP recommendations dis-
cussed. 

Clerk holiday pay, PTO, and 
acquiring an employee handbook 
discussed.

Minimum usage discussed: 
non-residential, non-commer-
cial water fees, ordinance change 
needed. 

Resolution #638, transfer of 
funds. Motion by Parker, 2nd by 
Woltzen, carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: January 
2022 Revenues by Fund: General 
4647.16, Utilities 5489.74, Spe-
cial 5290.47.  Total Revenues: 
$15,427.37.  Stands approved as 
read.

Motion to pay bills by Heik-
en, 2nd by Parker, carried unan-
imously. 

Payable: Alliant Energy 
3826.00, WCTA 271.44, B. Luck-
ason 247.84 (net), R. Bauer 
1197.74 (net), L. McNally 1749.37 

(net), W. Hillson 614.62 (net), 
C. Hagen 715.99 (net), Federal 
& SS 1282.23 (payroll), IPERS 
921.55 (payroll), C. Pulju 50.40 
(mileage-general), D&L 71.22 
(oil-road use), Sales Tax 442.00 
(water-405.00, sewer-33.01, gar-
bage-3.99), Sales Tax 179.41 
(general-KCAP will reimburse), 
Pioneer Critical Power 143.37 
(supplies-general), Staples 667.35 
(supplies-general), AgSource 
25.50 (service-water-testing), Ken-
sett Water 104.00 (sewer fees), L. 
McNally 66.08 (mileage-general), 
C. Hagen 14.56 (mileage-gener-
el), Waste Management 1442.24 
(garbage & recycling-general), C. 
Pulju 184.70 (net), KFD 400.00 
(fire protection), Tractor Loan 
Payment #36/60– 321.98 (casino 
$ – general), Nelson Septic Ser-
vice 85.00 (service – general), R80 
65.76 (KFD-general), Menards 
197.38 (supplies-CC-general), 
Northwood Anchor 98.61 (publi-
cations-general), Kelly Hardware 
25.07 (supplies-general), Hawkins 
293.38 (chemicals-water), Landfill 
346.95 (dues-general), Counsel 
610.78 (toners-general), Worth 
County Auditor 722.00 (fees), 
Uline 466.15 (supplies-general), 
R80 48.05 (city-road use), VISA 
75.61 (tec service-general), Water 
deposit refunds: Sandy Bice 50.00, 
Morgan Johnson 100.00, Emily 
Dierks 100.00, Bridget Lorenz 
100.00, Barbara Watchorn 100.00, 
Krystal Thompson 100.00, Al Tra-
cy 100.00. Herb Thompson 75.00, 
Baker & Taylor 231.09 (books), 
Midwest Tape 22.49, Arlys Berg-
dale 84.00, Our Iowa Magazine 
34.98, EBSCO 398.39 (books).

Disbursements by Fund: Gen-
eral 8,867.24, Special 1,792.34, 
Utilities 1,996.66, Payroll 6,914.04 
(gross).     

Total Disbursements: 
$19,570.28.

Motion to adjourn by Parker, 
2nd by Heiken, carried unani-
mously.

Carrie Hagen, City Clerk
Corey Pulju, Mayor

City of Kensett

Green Shamrocks Feb-
ruary 20 meeting was 
called to order by Jadyn 
Beland and seconded by El-
lie Ehrhardt.

Roll call was lead by Ja-
dyn Beland, and the theme 
was our favorite president. 
Pledges were led by Kelsi 
Liddle.

Old business includes 
fair project ideas and com-

munity involvement ideas.
New business includes 

club dues, pop tabs for Jacy 
at Worth County Extension 
Office February 14 - June 
28, Family Fun Night, 
Share the Fun and Fair 
Beautification.

Meeting adjourned by 
Camryn Rheingans and 
seconded by Ellie Ehrhardt.

Reporter, Kelsi Liddle

Green Shamrocks 4-H 
Club meets on Feb. 20

The sprucing up of the 
Bolan Trinity UM Church 
basement is coming right 
along.  What a difference 
some fixing up and paint-
ing can do!  Now we wait 
for the next step.

Bolan



Agricultural/Farming 
Services
SOYBEAN WHITE 
MOLD have you wor-
ried this year? We want 
to help with a winning 
strategy for 2022. Call 
Jeff, Heads Up Plant 
Protectants 309/278-

2446
Help Wanted – Government 
POLICE OFFICER TEST NOTICE! Test 
Dates: March 25 & 26, 2022 @ 9:00am At 
the Regional Wellness Center in Estherville, 
Iowa Application deadline is March 11, 2022, 
at 4:00pm Lakes Area Law Enforcement Em-
ployment Co-op is establishing an eligibility 
list for current and future law enforcement 
openings in the beautiful Iowa Great Lakes 
Area! The Co-op consists of: Armstrong, Ar-
nolds Park, Emmetsburg, Estherville, Lake 
Park, Milford, Okoboji, Spencer, Spirit Lake 
Police Departments; Clay & Dickinson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offices. At the time of application, 
candidates must meet State Requirements 
for Law Enforcement Employment. Currently 
certified ILEA applicants are allowed lateral 
transfer. Applicants without certification are 

required to pass P.O.S.T. & physical agility 
exams. Successful applicants are eligible for 
employment by all agencies. For application 
details contact Dickinson County Sheriff’s 
Office, 712-336-2793, any Co-op Agency, or 
visit www.dickinsoncountysheriff.com. EOE

641-324-1051
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Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (641) 398-2524
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (641) 398-2524

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

THOFSON
PLUMBING, HEATING & 

COOLING

Full Service Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

Commercial, Residential 
& Remodeling

Tim Thofson
Bus.: 641-324-3253
Cell: 641-390-0864

2000 Central Ave. • Northwood, IA

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING 

RATES
First 50 Words $10 plus .10/

word over 50
(Minimum charge $10)

Classified Display; $6.40 
per column inch

$1.50 Billing Charge
Phone 324-1051 or by 

Deadline Noon 
on Fridays

• Diagnostics 
• Oil Changes 
• Tires 
• Engine Work 
• General Repair

Kirby Knudtson, Owner
616 Central Ave.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Viking Manor

1503 3rd Ave. S., Northwood, IA
Stove and refrigerator furnished.

Laundry center on site.
Rental assistance available to qualified tenants.
Ideal setting for elderly (62 yrs. of age or older) 

or disabled individuals of any age!
Special incentive - $200 Security Deposit.

Murphy Realty and 
Management, Inc.

P.O. Box 476, Algona, IA 50511
515-295-2927

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Northwood Park & Rec
Sign up for ...

Summer 
Baseball/Softball

and T-Ball
Registrations are due by Friday, March 4 

Forms may be picked up at City Hall 
627 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 50459

The City of Manly 
is accepting sealed bids for a

1,000 GALLON ACE ROTO-MOLD
NSF CERTIFIED POLY 

WATER TANK ON SKIDS.
Bids can be left at

City Hall • 106 S. Broadway St.
Manly, IA 50456
641-454-3090

The deadline is 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 2 p.m.

By Kaylee Schuermann
Winn-Worth Betco 
marketing assistant

Kids Power Pedal Tractor 
Pulls, owned by Hanlontown 
mayor Rick Scholbrock, has 
been serving smiles to chil-
dren’s faces all over Iowa 
and Minneapolis since 2005.

Tractor pedal pulling is a 
competition between chil-
dren 4-11 years old where 
the children sit on minia-
ture tractors with weighted 
skids and pedal as far as 
they can.

Scholbrock believes these 
competitions provide chil-
dren with a unique way to 
have fun while still teach-
ing them competitive val-
ues.

Scholbrock and his fami-
ly became involved when a 
power pedal pull event was 
held at the Hanlontown 
centennial celebration in 
1999. His daughter, then 
four years old, wanted to 
participate and placed first 
in her age group, qualifying 
for state.

She placed in the top five 
on that level, where she 
then qualified and partici-
pated on the national and 
international levels. 
Throughout her time grow-
ing up, she had 450 wins, 
including six international, 
and broke several records.

Scholbrock became famil-
iar and known throughout 
the power pedal pull com-
munity in the area and was 
asked to take over the busi-
ness after an unexpected 
death in previous owner-
ship.

At first, Scholbrock was 
reluctant, wanting to dis-
continue involvement in the 
competitions when his 
daughter became too old to 
compete. After some time, 
he ran a few power pedal 
pull events and was con-
vinced by his wife to take 
over the business in 2005.

Scholbrock’s business 
has grown through the 
years. In his first year of 
business, he ran 20 events, 
and last year, he hosted 
roughly 100. Twenty-two of 
last year’s events had over 
100 competitors.

Scholbrock noted he 

hasn’t paid for a business 
advertisement in 16 years, 
claiming word-of-mouth 
works well for his business 
and that his phone is still 
constantly ringing.

Event-goers can find 
Rick and his daughter host-
ing these competitions in 45 
county fairs and other local 
events, including the Top of 
Iowa Car Show in Joice, the 
Scarville Fourth of July 
Celebration and Cannonball 
Day and National Night 
Out in Mason City.

Iowa’s state pull competi-
tion will be held on Sept. 10 
at the North Iowa Events 
Center Fairgrounds in 

Mason City. Scholbrock 
hopes this location choice 
will pull in 350-400 compet-
itors and showcase Mason 
City simultaneously.

Owning Kids Power 
Pedal Tractor Pull is 
rewarding for Scholbrock. 
He enjoys meeting the fam-
ilies of children he met in 
competitions 20 years ago 
and catching up with them.

During events, 
Scholbrock encourages chil-
dren with disabilities to 
participate. After they com-
pete, Scholbrock brings 
those children into the trail-
er to give them a trophy for 
their pull. He just wants to 

bring a smile to their faces.
“I put them on a tractor 

just like every other kid,” 
said Scholbrock. “They come 
out with that trophy and 
people clap. I ain’t doing it 
for glory. I want that kid to 
have a trophy.”

Scholbrock recalled 
talking to the parent of a 
child with a disability who 
had done a tractor pull 
three years prior who 
thanked him for what he 
did for his son.

“He said, ‘My son still 
sleeps with that trophy. I 
appreciate it,’” said 
Scholbrock. “That is suc-
cess.”

Kids Power Pedal Tractor Pulls
Winn-Worth Betco spotlight

By Jennifer Shutt
Iowa Capital Dispatch
www.iowacapitaldis-
patch.com

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention on 
Friday unveiled updated 
guidance for wearing masks 
indoors in public places, a 
move that means 70% of 
Americans likely will be able 
to ditch their masks.

The new guidance will 
divvy counties into low, 
medium or high transmis-
sion categories based on new 
hospitalizations for COVID-
19, the number of hospital 
beds filled with patients with 
coronavirus and new cases.

“This updated approach 
focuses on directing our pre-
vention efforts towards pro-
tecting people at high risk for 
severe ailments and prevent-
ing hospitals and health care 
systems from being over-
whelmed,” CDC Director 
Rochelle Walensky said.

Fourteen Iowa counties 
are currently on the CDC’s 
“high transmission” list: 
Kossuth, Winnebago, Worth, 
Hancock, Cerro Gordo, 
Franklin, Howard, 
Winneshiek, Allamakee, 
Fayette, Greene, Guthrie, 
Taylor and Wayne.

Most of central Iowa, 
including Polk County, is 
listed as “low transmission.”

The new metrics are a 
significant departure from 
the previous CDC masking 
guidance, which recommend-
ed anyone in an area of high 
or sustained transmission, 
about 95% of the country, 
wear masks inside in public 
places.

Based on the new metrics, 
about 30% of Americans are 
in low transmission counties, 
where no indoor public mask-
ing is recommended.

Another 42% of the popu-
lation is in medium spread 
counties, where people with 
underlying health conditions 
may want to wear masks 
and talk with their doctors 
about prevention measures. 
The remaining 28% of 
Americans live in high trans-
mission counties and should 
continue wearing well-fitted 
masks covering their nose 
and mouth in public indoor 

spaces.
The guidance extends to 

schools, where the CDC is 
now only recommending uni-
versal masking for students 
and teachers in the high 
transmission regions. In 
Iowa, a state lawing banning 
school mask mandates has 
been partially blocked by the 
courts, citing federal law that 
protects students with dis-
abilities.

U.S. Secretary of 
Education Miguel Cardona 
said in a statement the new 
guidance means officials “can 
continue to keep schools safe-
ly open while allowing for 
educators and parents to get 
back to focusing on what is 
most important: our stu-
dents’ futures.”

“Moving forward, districts 
should continue to work with 
local health experts, parents, 
and educators to identify 
what works best for their 
communities and consider 
the appropriate mitigation 
strategies needed to keep 
students and staff safe,” he 
said.

Walensky did, however, 
stress that anyone who tests 
positive for COVID-19 or 
who has been exposed to the 
virus should wear a mask to 
avoid infecting others with 
the virus, which has killed 
more than 940,000 
Americans.

She added that nothing in 
the CDC’s new recommenda-
tions prevents anyone who 
wants to wear a mask from 
wearing one.

She also sought to remind 
Americans that they may 
need to be flexible about put-
ting masks back on if a new 
variant or surge occurs.

“None of us know what 
the future may hold for us 
and for this virus. And we 
need to be prepared and we 
need to be ready for whatev-
er comes next,” she said.

The new guidance doesn’t 
extend to public transporta-
tion systems, where travel-
ers must continue wearing 
masks. The CDC, Walensky 
said, will be looking at that 
guidance ahead of the March 
18 expiration date for buses, 
trains and planes.

New CDC guidance 
relaxes indoor masking
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Amazing Winter Sales

D&L EQUIPMENT

New 
Meteor 
SB68

68” Wide, Cat 1 
3 mpt, 540 pto, 

Hyd Chute 
Rotation, 5 Blade 
fan, skid shoes, 

14” auger$3,600

New Kioti CK2610SEHC
26 hp., Cab AC/Heat, 3 Range Hydro, 
MFWD, 2 sets rear hyd. remotes, 3 pt., 

540 pto, KL4030 loader 66” bucket 

$26,300

New Kioti CK4010SEH
40HP, 3 Range Hydro, MFWD, R14 tires, 

3pt, 540 pto, 2 sets rear hyd remotes, 
KL4030 loader with 66” bucket

$64,000

New Wacker 
Neuson ST35

100hp Kohler, Cab AC/Heat, 
EH controls, Hyd coupler, 25 
GPM, 2 Speed, 84” Bucket

New Meteor SB72
72” Wide, Cat 1 3pt, 540 pto, 

hyd chute rotation, 5 blade fan, 
skid shoes, 14” auger

$3,800

$27,500
with 1.99% 

for 84 
months

Finance 1.99% 
for 72 Months

with 1.99% 
for 84 months Cash discount 

price $24,000

FFA competes in Leadership event
Northwood-Kensett FFA members competed in a Leadership Development Event In St. Ans-
gar on February 24. Pictured is the Conduct of Meetings team, including (in front, from left) 
Morgan Wallin, Madalynn Hanson, Macy Thorson, (back row) Christopher Madsen, Brayden 
Hoeppner, Jackson Foss, Justin Mills and Kooper Julseth. The team received a silver for there 
presentation. Thorson competed in the FFA Creed contest and received a silver for her presen-
tation.

Reading, writing, arithmetic and roofing
Students in Northwood-Kensett’s construction class recently got a chance to learn more 
about roofing with business teacher and owner of BET Roofing Brendan Ehlke and mrembers 
of his crew. Ehlke stepped in to lend his expertise while their teacher Steve Hartman was 
recovering from surgery. The students learned the process from start to finish, including 
how a roofing system works, how to install shingles and the importance of properly cleaning 
up when the job is complete.
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