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Moms and 
Mimosas 
Sunday

Waking Miss Winifred 
will host a Mother’s Day 
brunch, Mom and 
Mimosas, this Sunday, 
May 10, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Northwood 
Country Club.

The brunch includes 
frittatas, muffins, fruit 
and a mimosa, for $20 per 
person, with kids 12 and 
under $10.

Those that would like 
tickets may call 641-390-
0003.

Fraud, scam 
and human 
trafficking 
program 
May 13

The Worth County 
Sheriff’s Office and Worth 
County Public Health will 
present a program on 
frauds, scams and human 
trafficking on Wednesday, 
May 13, from 5-6:15 p.m.

The program will 
include information on 
phone scams, online safety 
and human trafficking. 
That will include ways to 
keep people and their fam-
ilies informed, educated 
and safe.

The program will be 
held on May 13, from 
5-6:15 p.m. at the Worth 
County Fairgrounds com-
munity room.

Blood drive 
set for May 14

The N-K High School 
and the Northwood Lions 
Club are co-sponsoring the 
upcoming blood drive to be 
held on Thursday, May 14, 
from 1-5:30 p.m. at the 
Worth County Fair 
Grounds Community 
Room.

All potential and past 
donors will be receiving 
phone calls as a reminder 
to assist the student mem-
bers by donating their 

Blood drive, see Page 2

The Week’s
WEATHER

From
National Weather Service

information
Date	 Hi	       Lo	 Prec.
Mon. April 27	 67	 44	 0.45	
Tues. April 28	 56	 39	 T
Wed. April 29	 57	 40	 T	
Thurs. April 30	 54	 35	 T	
Fri. May 1	 54	 34	
Sat. May 2	 63	 29
Sun. May 3	 72	 46	 T

City of 
Northwood 
recognizes 
John Greve
Northwood mayor Doug Moehle and 
members of the city council recently 
honored John Greve with an apprecia-
tion plaque for serving 62 years as the 
City Attorney before stepping down on 
March 16. His service and dedication 
to the City of Northwood was truly re-
markable. Pictured at the recent coun-
cil meeting are (from left) council members Teresa George-Zenz, Mike Bode, Steve Peterson, 
Moehle, Greve and council members Dan Reeder and Annika Schreiber.

By Ron McMullen
Bob Perry, a long-time 

teacher and coach at 
Northwood-Kensett schools 
(and former mayor of 
Northwood), got me inter-
ested in public service and 
the world beyond Iowa 
when I was a student of his 
in the 1970s. His classes on 
social studies and govern-
ment helped motivate me to 
eventually become a U.S. 
diplomat.

Since retiring from the 
Foreign Service my wife 
Jane and I have lived in 
Iowa City, where I teach 
political science at the 
University of Iowa. 

We were delighted to 
learn that Bob wanted to 
visit my classes at the 
University of Iowa and 
check up on his old student. 

Accompanied by his 
daughter Vicki and son-in-
law Mark Tilson, Bob was a 
special guest at two of my 
classes on April 16. 

I introduced him to my 
undergraduate students as 
my former teacher, coach, 
neighbor, mentor, mayor 
and friend. 

I also mentioned that 
Bob, now in his 90s, rou-
tinely does 115 pushups a 
day. I asked my students, 
“How many of you do 115 
pushups a day, or even 
could!?” Only one student 
(an ROTC member) raised 
his hand. 

After attending my class-
es, Bob, Vicki and Mark 
went to visit former N-K 
band director Donna Angel 
and later had supper with 

Classroom, see Page 2

From one classroom inspiration to another

Bob Perry, his former student Ron McMullen, and members of Ron’s University of Iowa class 
“The Horn of Africa: Politics and Transnational Issues”

The Northwood City 
Council discussed a next 
phase of road resurfacing 
and a way to improve safety 
for students crossing a city 
street, at its regular meet-
ing on April 27.

The council discussed 
and approved a bid for 
street surfacing projects 
that would nearly complete 
road resurfacing in the city, 

an ongoing project over the 
past several years.

Road resurfacing proj-
ects for the summer include 
asphalt resurfacing in the 
area in the northwest area 
of the city, with 8th Avenue 
North leading to the City’s 
water treatment plant, 
including the plant’s park-
ing lot.

Another portion of the 
project would include resur-

facing and new asphalt on 
Second Avenue North and 
17th and 18th Streets east 
of the railroad tracks.

Atwood Road, or Fourth 
Avenue South, would also 
be resurfaced.

The final resurfacing 
project, as originally bid, 
would include Partridge 
Avenue, on the east side of 
the airport property. The 

Council, see Page 2

Council discusses street 
projects, student safety plan

After ending the use of 
compensation boards last 
November, the Worth 
County supervisors 
recently approve salaries 
for elected officials with-
out official recommenda-
tions.

For years, county 
supervisors had relied on 
compensation boards, 
appointed by county elect-
ed officials. The boards 
would meet to discuss and 
then recommend raises 
for those elected officials.

Supervisors would then 
be allowed to approve 
raises up to those recom-
mended levels.

A change in Iowa law 
opened up the process in 
2024, allowing supervi-
sors to disband their com-
pensation boards alto-
gether or to take their 
recommendations as 
advice, but with no impact 
or limit on salary changes.

Last year, the supervi-
sors faced budget con-

cerns and were not satis-
fied with the research for 
recommended raises. 
There were no increases 
for elected official salaries 
in the current fiscal year.

This past November 
the supervisors decided to 
no longer use a compensa-
tion board in the sala-
ry-setting process. That 
would leave any research 
and an ultimate decision 
up to the supervisors.

At their meeting on 
April 20, the supervisors 
approved increases from 
the salaries that have 
been in place for the cur-
rent and previous fiscal 
years.

For two offices, changes 
in the position and state 
laws led to larger increas-
es for the fiscal year that 
will begin on July 1.

The county attorney’s 
position will change from 
a part time to a full time 
position after the 

Salaries, see Page 2

Worth County’s appeal to 
the Iowa Supreme Court in 
regards to a planned wind 
turbine development was 
ruled on last week, return-
ing the issue to district 
court for review.

According to the court 
documents, Worthwhile 
Wind, an affiliate of 
Invenergy, began efforts to 
develop a commercial wind 
project in Worth County in 
2018. That project would 
have built up 55 turbines to 
generate 165 megawatts of 
electricity.

Worthwhile was not the 
company that would build 
the turbines, but the com-
pany that would do the pre-
liminary work before trans-
ferring the project to anoth-
er company for construction 
and installation of the tur-
bines.

Between 2018 and 2021, 
Worthwhile Wind under-
took preliminary work in 
the project, including envi-
ronmental and animal stud-
ies and screenings, engi-
neering assessments, sound 
and shadow analysis and 
other studies.

The company also began 
pursuing wind energy leas-
es with over 100 landown-
ers.

Worthwhile Wind also 
filed an application with 
the company managing the 
electrical grid.

According to the Supreme 
Court ruling, while a num-
ber of preliminary efforts 
were made, the essential 
parameters of the project 
had not begun and were not 
specified, including the 
number of turbines, 

Wind, see Page 2

Supreme Court finds  
in favor of County's 
appeal in wind  
company lawsuit

Last week’s Northwood 
Anchor and Manly Signal 
featured a story on the 
information shared in bud-
gets for the County’s EMS 
districts. However, those 
budgets do not show a com-
plete look at the financial 
operations of districts that 
make ambulance coverage 
possible in their areas.

There are two EMS, or 
ambulance, districts in 

Worth County that cover 
ambulance expenses with 
property taxes.

In the western portion of 
the county, including 
Bristol, Fertile, Silver Lake 
and the western portion of 
Danville, along with the cit-
ies of Fertile, Hanlontown 
and Joice, the Winnebago 
County Ambulance Service 
provides for EMS needs.

In the southeastern part 

of the county, including 
Lincoln, Union and a por-
tion of Danville townships, 
as well as the towns of 
Grafton and Manly, the 
Mason City Fire Department 
provides ambulance or EMS 
service.

While voters in the west-
ern EMS district approved 
levies of up to $0.45 per 
$1,000 of taxable valuation, 

EMS, see Page 2

Worth County EMS districts 
in good financial shape
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Wind
Cont. from Page 1

the types of turbines and 
others.

Limited construction that 
had taken place included 
two meteorological towers 
and excavation in advance of 
cement stabilization at two 
proposed turbine locations.

The company claimed to 
have invested just over $2.8 
million in the preliminary 
process, according to court 
documents.

More essential to the 
Supreme Court’s ruling was 
that the company had not 
applied for or obtained any 
permit or other authoriza-
tion to develop, construct or 
operate commercial wind 
turbines.

At the time the company 
began preliminary efforts, 
there was no substantial 
regulation in place in Worth 
County. And previous mem-
bers of the board of supervi-
sors had passed resolutions 
showing support for other 
wind developments.

That began to change in 
2021, following the construc-
tion of the Freeborn Wind 
Farm, according to the 
Supreme Court ruling.

With two new supervisors 
in place, a moratorium on 
wind developments was 

adopted in April 2021, pend-
ing implementation of regu-
lations on wind develop-
ment.

In June 2022, the Board 
of supervisors approved an 
ordinance that regulates the 
construction and operation 
of wind turbines, including 
setbacks, height, noise and 
shadow flicker restrictions.

Worthwhile Wind took 
the matter to court, with a 
first count claiming that it 
had vested rights, or a sub-
stantial enough investment 
in its project, that the com-
pany should be allowed to 
pursue its project under the 
regulations and lack of regu-
lations that were in place 
when it began preliminary 
efforts.

The company also filed a 
second count that alleged 
that the ordinance and regu-
lation were “arbitrary, capri-
cious, unreasonable and con-
trary to public policy.”

A district court ruling 
found that Worthwhile Wind 
did have a vested right to 
complete its project under 
Worth County law that 
existed prior to the moratori-
um and regulations. The dis-
trict court also found that 
the County had acted in bad 

faith in the process.
In the ruling filed on April 

24, the Supreme Court dis-
agreed with the district 
court ruling of vested rights.

According to the Supreme 
ruling, vested rights claims 
would apply only if there 
had been substantial con-
struction or if a permit for a 
project had been issued, 
which the new ordinances 
would contradict.

With limited construc-
tion, a largely undefined 
project and no permit in 
place, the Supreme Court 
ruled that Worthwhile Wind 
does not have vested rights 
in its project.

The Supreme Court also 
found that the Worth County 
supervisors had not acted in 
bad faith, that the County’s 
regulations had been thor-
oughly researched, devel-
oped with public health and 
safety and property rights in 
mind. The Supreme Court 
opinion also stated that the 
ordinance did not restrict all 
wind turbine construction, 
and that different models of 
turbines may be able to be 
built and still comply with 
Worth’s ordinance.

The Supreme Court 
reversed the ruling of the 

district court, and remanded 
the case back to the district 
court for review.

The Supreme Court’s 
decision sends the case back 
to district court, which would 
include any potential pro-
ceedings on the company’s 
second count, that the 
County’s regulations are 
“arbitrary, capricious, 
unreasonable and contrary 
to public policy.”

Council
Cont. from Page 1

City is working on the road 
along side the County as it 
extends beyond city limits.

At the April 27 meeting, 
city superintendent Dirk 
VanRyswyk shared that the 
original budgeted estimate 
for the project was $350,000.

The City received a bid of 
$299,560 for the projects.

Based on the savings 
over the estimated cost, 
VanRyswyk said that it 
would be in the budget for 
the City to add Clover Court 
to the project, and still come 
in at a total cost near 
$350,000.

The council approved the 
bid for the projects, and pur-
suing the Clover Court road 
as an add on.

If included, that would 
mostly complete the City’s 
resurfacing projects.

One street would remain, 
16th Street, which is cur-
rently unpaved.

City officials have dis-
cussed waiting until con-
struction on Worth County’s 
new secondary road facility 
is complete to potentially 
work with the County and 
nearby grain elevator to 
determine the costs, needs 
and usage of the road for 
heavy farm and road 
machinery on the street.

The city council also 
heard from mayor Doug 
Moehle about a potential 
solution to concerns brought 
by Northwood-Kensett stu-
dents at the previous meet-
ing.

At the April 13 meeting, 
N-K students had shared 
their concerns with the 
council, on behalf of stu-
dents that walk from the 
middle/high school building 
to their homes.

The students asked the 
council to consider adding 
crosswalks, stop signs or 
other ways to slow or stop 
traffic for those students 

that walk across Seventh 
Street North before or after 
school.

The City reviewed options 
after hearing from the stu-
dents.

At the April 27 meeting,  
Moehle shared a recommen-
dation that had been given 
to the school district.

Moehle and Worth 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Katrina Neve proposed two 
crosswalks on Seventh 
Street North. Both would 
connect from near the stu-
dent parking lot, to the side-
walks in place near the 
apartment buildings to the 
east, and then to the side-

walk along Sixth Avenue 
North.

The school would need to 
add two small stretches of 
sidewalk between the exist-
ing sidewalk and the street, 
to connect to the crosswalk 
areas.

The City representatives 
said that they did not think 
stop signs would be a good 
option, considering the traf-
fic flow on Seventh Street at 
the start and end of the 
school day and during school 
sports and other events.

The suggested solution 
was shared with high school 
principal and superinten-
dent Tony Hiatt to consider.

Salaries
Cont. from Page 1

November general election 
and the start of the next 
term in January 2027.

The attorney’s salary 
increase was approved at 
$108,761, an increase of 
12.56% over the current sal-
ary of $96,623.

The sheriff’s salary will 
increase at a higher rate 
this year as the supervisors 
work to comply with a state 
law that is intended to 
increase local law enforce-
ment compensation. The 
Back the Blue law requires 
counties to pay sheriffs at 
similar rates as other law 
enforcement officers in 
State agencies and in city 
police departments with 
similar populations.

The sheriff’s salary was 
approved at $109,532, up 
10% from $99,574.

The sheriff department’s 
deputies can be paid sala-
ries up to 80% of the sher-
iff’s. The supervisors have 
discussed increasing sala-
ries for other sheriff’s office 
staff at a similar rate as the 
sheriff.

The supervisors approved 
3% increased for the offices 
of auditor, recorder and 
treasurer. That would bring 
those salaries to $72,122, 
up from $70,021.

The Worth County audi-
tor also receives a stipend of 
$7,500 to prepare the 
County’s budget.

EMS
Cont. from Page 1

in the current fiscal year 
and next fiscal year, which 
begins on July 1, the dis-
trict will only need a $0.40 
levy rate.

The southeastern district 
received voter approval for 
a $0.85, which was in place 
in the current fiscal year 
and will continue in the 
next.

According to Worth 
County auditor Jacki 
Backhaus, while cities and 
the rural portions of the 
EMS districts are required 
to file budgets and levy dol-
lars separately, the rural 
districts write the checks 
for the entirety of the EMS 
areas, including rural and 
city portions.

With that in mind, the 
separate rural and city bud-
gets shared in recent news-
papers only show a com-
plete picture when com-
bined, with the rural dis-

trict budgets showing the 
majority of the funds, and 
including some of the cities’ 
taxes, revenue and expens-
es.

With that in mind, 
according to Backhaus, the 
western district will have 
property tax income and 
other revenue to cover the 
costs of Worth County 
Ambulance’s services in the 
next fiscal year. 

The same is true of the 
southeastern EMS rural 
area and cities.

Backhaus noted that the 
process of setting budgets 
for the separate portions of 
each EMS area is new, and 
with very few similar 
arrangements in the state, 
is still something being 
worked out. But both areas 
are raising enough money 
to pay for their ambulance 
coverage.

blood and therefore assist-
ing students gaining credit 
for scholarships for their 
continuing education. 

For those that have been 
receiving calls to donate 
blood by LifeServe it is 
because they have an urgent 
need for specific types of 
blood or a patient needs a 
blood type immediately.

For some past donors 
who have had to stop donat-
ing blood because of medica-
tion, etc., some of these 
restrictions have been 
reduced. Whereas things 
like age and weight, are 
similar, some of these are 
no longer restrictions to 
donating. For example, 

those past donors who are 
taking “water pills” are cur-
rently encouraged to donate 
blood by the FDA, because 
it is no longer necessary not 
to donate.

As in the past, the 
Northwood Lions members 
are encouraging everyone to 
donate their lifesaving blood 
for those in need and at the 
same time give N-K stu-
dents help with their post 
graduate scholarships and 
their futures. Those that 
would like to be a donor, 
may schedule an appoint-
ment by calling LifeServe at 
1-515-815-7242 or 1-800-
287-4903 or online at life-
servebloodcenter.org.

Blood drive
Cont. from Page 1

Jane and me, along with 
N-K graduates Terri 
(Angel), Steve Larson and 
Peyton Pangburn. Another 
N-K grad living in Iowa 
City, Scot Swenson, couldn’t 
make it as he was officiating 
at a track meet. 

We recounted lots of 
Northwood lore, characters, 
and stories that help make 
Northwood the special place 
it is. I hope I can inspire 
some of my students like 
Bob Perry inspired me.

Classroom
Cont. from Page 1

Gardiner+ Company re-
cently released an audit re-
port on Worth County.

The County's govern-
mental revenues totaled 
$22,143,912 for the year 
ended June 30, 2025, a 
8.40% increase from the pri-
or year. Expenses for Coun-
ty operations for the year 
ended June 30, 2025 totaled 
$17,262,980, a 26.72% in-
crease from the prior year.

Gardiner + Company 
reported several findings 
related to the receipt and 
expenditure of taxpayer 

funds. They are found on 
pages 84 through 89 of this 
report. The findings ad-
dress issues such as lack of 
segregation of duties and 
material amounts of re-
ceipts, accounts receivable, 
accrued interest, deferred 
inflows of resources and ac-
counts payable not proper-
ly recorded in the County's 
financial statements. Gar-
diner + Company provided 
the County with recommen-
dations to address each of 
these findings.

Six of the findings dis-

cussed above are repeated 
from the prior year. The 
County Board of Supervi-
sors have a fiduciary respon-
sibility to provide oversight 
of the County's operations 
and financial transactions. 
Oversight is typically de-
fined as the "watchful and 
responsible care" a govern-
ing body exercises in its fi-
duciary capacity.

A copy of the audit report 
is available for review on 
the Auditor of State's web-
site at Audit Reports - Audi-
tor of State.

Worth County, Iowa audit report 
released by Gardiner+ Company

Chalk on the 
sidewalks at N-K
Middle school students in 
the ISTEP (Iowa Students for 
Tobacco Education and Pre-
vention) program at North-
wood-Kensett, working with 
Worth County Public Health, 
recently shared positive art-
work and messages on the 
sidewalks at the Middle/
High School. The messages 
promoted staying drug and 
tobacco free. The goal of the 
artwork, like the program it-
self, was to  inspire students 
and other members of the 
community to make healthy 
positive choices.

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.”

641-845-2033

We carry Premium 91 Octane Gas

Store open 7 days a week!
until 9 p.m.

Genuine Broaster Chicken 
available at Kensett & 
Northwood Locations

In Northwood
641-323-7555

Watch for all of 
our monthly 

specials on pizza 
and chicken!
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Business Directory

JOE FIEROVABRIAN AKINSKAREN POWERS

    Northwood Dental   

802 9th Ave. N. • 641-324-1364

David  Penfold, DDS
Open Monday - Friday

7 a.m. Appointments Available

Cell: 641-390-1529Office: 641-592-2665krisgordonrealtor@gmail.comwww.rogblackdiamond.com
111 N. Mill St.Lake Mills, IA 50450

Kris Gordon
Realtor®

KJERSTIN
MOSBY

ALAYNA 
UNDERDAHL

803 9th Ave. N. • Northwood 641-324-1221

641-324-2452704 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas insurance needs 
since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203120 E. Main St., Suite 1Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

641-390-0105

1-22

John Midtgaard

Northwood 

Insurance Agency
91 9th St. South • Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-9844 

fax: 641-324-9844

email:jamidtgaard@gmail.com

  PROMPT
  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE

FAX 641-423-3964

Distributors 
of:

Vinyl Replacement 

Windows - Aluminum 

Entrances Custom Glass 

and Mirror

2127 S. FEDERAL AVEMASON CITY, IOWA 50401

We Meet by Accident           www.tandwtowing.com

T & W Towing LLC

2090 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA 5045924/7 Dispatch 641-552-1396tw.towing@outlook.com

Heavy & Light Duty Towing/RecoveryEquipment Hauling • HD Road Service • Off-Road RecoveryHAZMAT/Spill Clean Up • Rotator/Crane Service                    Air Cushion Recovery 

Find us on Facebook

Email: hammerdownauction@gmail.com

Jerry Olson

641-390-0105

4685 Vine Ave

Northwood, IA 50459

Advertise Your 
Business HereContact the 

Northwood Anchor
641-324-1051

anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Dagen Peterson, a stu-
dent at Northwood-Kensett 
School, was recognized by 
Gov. Kim Reynolds and Lt. 
Governor Chris Cournoyer 
for outstanding academic 
achievement at the 24th 
Annual Governor’s Scholar 
Recognition Ceremony on 
April 26 at the Iowa Events 
Center in Des Moines.

The statewide program, 
sponsored by the Iowa Gov-
ernor’s Office, Iowa High 
School Athletic Association 
(IHSAA) and its title spon-
sor the Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federation (IFBF), honored 
429 high school seniors 
from across Iowa.

“Supporting Iowa youth 
and their education is a 
pillar of Iowa Farm Bu-
reau, and we’re proud of 
our long history of support-
ing students in their edu-

cational journey knowing 
they represent the leaders 
of tomorrow,” said IFBF 
President Brent Johnson.  
“From providing more than 
a half-million dollars in col-
lege scholarships annually 
to our long-time title spon-
sorship of the Annual Gov-
ernor’s Scholar Recognition 
Ceremony, we’re honored to 
recognize and celebrate the 
achievements of Iowa’s out-
standing students.” 

Each high school was in-
vited to select a senior stu-
dent with the highest aca-
demic ranking.  Students 
selected for the award also 
had the opportunity to rec-
ognize their favorite/most 
influential teacher and will 
receive a photo plaque of 
their meeting with Gover-
nor Reynolds and Lt. Gov-
ernor Cournoyer.

"The principles learned 
through academic suc-
cess, like those learned 
from participation in ed-
ucation-based activities, 
help develop outstanding 
leaders and citizens," said 
IHSAA Executive Director 
Tom Keating.  "The part-
nership between the IHSAA 
and the Iowa Farm Bureau, 
along with the great coop-
eration of the Governor’s 
Office has made this event 
possible for many years."

Ninety-eight percent of 
those recognized partic-
ipate in extra-curricular 
school activities, with more 
than 80 percent participat-
ing in at least one inter-
scholastic sport.  More than 
68 percent of the group plan 
to continue their education 
in Iowa.

Peterson recognized by Governor 
Reynolds for academic excellence

LT. GOVERNOR COURNOYER, DAGEN PETERSON, GOVERNOR REYNOLDS

What began more than a 
decade ago as a vision to 
better serve veterans across 
Winnebago and Worth coun-
ties came full circle on 
Tuesday, April 21, when 
Melissa Michaelis, 
Executive Director of Winn-
Worth Betco, was surprised 
with the very first Home 
Base Iowa Community 
Champion Award.

The award was presented 
by Jamie Norton, Director of 
Veteran Workforce Services 
with IowaWORKS, and 
Adam Blanchard, Veteran 
Career Planner with Iowa 
Workforce Development, fol-
lowing the City of Fertile’s 
official designation as a 
Home Base Iowa 
Community, the final com-
munity among the 14 
Michaelis serves to achieve 
the milestone.

Gathered alongside local 
and state partners, Norton 
and Blanchard recognized 
Michaelis not only for com-
pleting Fertile’s designa-
tion, but for her unwavering 
leadership and advocacy 
that helped guide every 
community in the region 
through the Home Base 
Iowa process.

“Melissa didn’t just help 
one city or one county 
become Home Base Iowa 
certified, she helped build 
an entire regional culture of 
support for veterans,” said 
Norton. “Her leadership has 
ensured that veterans and 
their families know they are 
welcomed, valued and sup-
ported no matter which 
community they choose to 
call home.”

Home Base Iowa con-
nects veterans and transi-
tioning service members 
with over 2,600 Iowa busi-
nesses pledged to hire and 
support those who have 
served. It also recognizes 
communities that meet key 
standards, including veter-
an-focused business engage-
ment, incentive creation, 
official signage and passage 
of supportive resolutions. 
Under Michaelis’ guidance, 
every community across 
Winnebago and Worth coun-
ties met these requirements, 
an achievement few regions 
in the state can claim.

Blanchard reflected on 
the personal impact of 
Michaelis’ work, particular-
ly from a veteran-centered 
perspective.

“As a Veteran Career 
Planner, I see firsthand how 
much local support matters 
to veterans as they transi-
tion into civilian life,” 
Blanchard said. “Melissa’s 
initiative and persistence 
have strengthened the 
entire support system 
around them. Because of 
her efforts, veterans aren’t 
just finding jobs here, 
they’re finding communities 
that genuinely want them.”

Michaelis’ leadership was 
especially evident in 
November 2022, when she 
successfully partnered with 
both Winnebago and Worth 
Counties to secure county-
wide Home Base Iowa desig-
nations. Each county estab-
lished a $1,000 relocation 
incentive for veterans mov-
ing to the area, with Winn-
Worth Betco committing to 
support up to six veterans 
per year—an investment 
that continues to benefit 
service members and their 
families.

At the same time, 
Michaelis expanded her 
efforts city by city, working 
closely with local leaders in 
Northwood, Forest City, and 
ultimately all 14 communi-
ties under Winn-Worth 
Betco’s umbrella. Fertile’s 
designation marked the 
final step in a journey root-
ed in collaboration, patience 
and long-term commitment.

The Community 
Champion Award was pre-
sented on behalf of Robert J. 

Haege III, Home Base Iowa 
Program Manager, who 
praised Michaelis’ lasting 
impact on the program.

“Melissa Michaelis exem-
plifies what it means to be a 
Home Base Iowa Champion,” 
said Haege. “Her dedication, 
advocacy, and passion have 
inspired multiple communi-
ties to step forward and for-
mally support veterans and 
their families. Because of 
her work, Home Base Iowa 
is not just a designation in 
Winnebago and Worth coun-
ties, it’s a promise.”

Visibly moved by the rec-
ognition, Michaelis shared 
her gratitude and reflected 
on the collective effort 
behind the achievement.

“This work has always 
been about collaboration,” 
Michaelis said. “From local 
councils and clerks to state 
partners and employers, 
everyone played a role. 
Seeing all 14 communities 
reach this point together is 
incredibly rewarding, and 
I’m excited about what it 
means for the veterans who 
will choose to build their 
lives here.”

With the presentation of 
the first Home Base Iowa 
Community Champion 
Award, Michaelis’ legacy is 
now formally recognized, 
not just for completing a 
process, but for strengthen-
ing communities, honoring 
service and creating a true 
home base for those who 
have given so much.

A full-circle honor: Michaelis  
receives first Home Base Iowa  
Community Champion Award

Subscribe to The Northwood Anchor  
for School Events and Activities!

Great way to get pictures for your childrens scrapbooks! 
A treasure they will have for a life time.

Stop by the Anchor or give us a call 641-324-1051 

JAMIE NORTON, DIRECTOR OF VETERAN WORKFORCE 
SERVICES, IOWAWORKS; MELISSA MICHAELIS, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, WINN-WORTH BETCO; AND ADAM BLANCHARD, 

VETERAN CAREER PLANNER, IOWA WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT



Planting seeds of 
education
Northwood-Kensett third graders 
took part in lessons that taught them 
about growing plants, presented by 
Worth County Farm Bureau Outreach 
Coordinator Teresa Stehn. Stehn read 
from “Seed to Plant.” Then all the third 
graders got to plant flower seeds and 
waited for their flowers to sprout.  In 
the process they learned about what 
plants need to grow, including just the 
right amount of water, sun, heat and more. About 70% of the seeds planted 
sprouted by the time Stehn returned to the classrooms. The students that 
didn’t see success were given seeds and soil to try again. The students also 
enjoyed the dessert version of dirt cups, including different crumbled sweet 
treats to represent the layers of soil, along with gummy worms.
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Northwood 
Anchor Northwood

Serving

North Iowa

Since 1980

4350 Dancer Ave.
St. Ansgar, Iowa

We Take Pride In 
Our Quality Service!

Don't let an old system slow you down!
"Forget the Rest, Come See the BEST!"

New & Used
Computer Sales & Service

Windows 7 available on all systems!
• Custom Built Computers

• Custom Servers • Custom Networking 
• Upgrades on Older Systems 

• Websites

Call Nick or Tim Today: 
(641) 713-2141

641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas 
insurance needs 

since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

Graduation
Open House

Announcements 

801 Central Avenue, Northwood
641-324-1051

~ Deadline Friday, May 1 
Published Wednesday, May 6

~ Deadline Friday, May 8 
Published Wednesday, May 13 

Email: anchor1@nwdanchor.com  
Call 641-324-1051

Graduation

Open House
honoring

Addison 
Tasker
Friday, June 6

4 - 7 p.m.

at her home

4788 Juniper Ave.

Northwood*

GraduationOpen HousehonoringLoghan NelsonSaturday, May 244 - 7 p.m.Worth County Fairgrounds1206 3rd Ave. N.Northwood, IA 50459*

$32

Iowa State University Extension
Worth County Office 641-324-1531

Calendar of Events for May 2026

Calendar Sponsored By:

88 8th St. North • Northwood, Iowa
114 N. Clark St. • Forest City, Iowa

(641) 324-2141
Dave 

Osborne, 
Agent

May 6–Community Connection Day with N-K Middle School, 
9 a.m.

May 6–Fair 101 Workshop, 6 p.m. at Worth County  
Extension Office

May 12–Go Getters Clover Kids, 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the 
Worth County Extension Office

May 12–YQCA, 5-7 p.m. at the Worth County Extension 
Office

May 15–ANIMAL IDS ARE DUE
May 17–Worth County Leash Leaders Training, 5–6:30 p.m. 
at the Worth County Show Arena

May 17–Kensett Creators Clover Kids, 10-11 a.m. at the 
Worth County Extension Office

May 19–Sew and Style Club Meetings, 6:30-8 p.m. at the 
Worth County Extension Office

May 20–Sew and Style Club Meetings, 6:30-8 p.m. at the 
Worth County Extension Office

May 24–Worth County Leash Leaders Training, 5–6:30 p.m. 
at the Worth County Show Arena

May 27–Green Shamrocks Meeting, 6 p.m. at the Worth 
County Extension Office

May 31–Beef Team Meeting, 1-3 p.m. at the Worth County 
Extension Office

May 31–Hartland Achievers Meeting 4 p.m. at the Worth 
County Extension Office

May 31–Worth County Leash Leaders Training, 5–6:30 p.m. 
at the Worth County Show Arena

N-K students visit culinary classes
Students in Northwood-Kensett’s Foods class recently paid 
a visit to Iowa Central Community College. While there they 
toured the college’s culinary classrooms. They learned about 
and plated desserts and grilled their own steaks.

Droning 
on
Students at North-
wood-Kensett 
have recently been 
getting hands-on 
lessons with a vari-
ety of drones. That 
includes some on 
wheels and some 
flying through the 
air in the Viking 
Activity Center. 
They learned about 
programming and 
piloting the devic-
es and about some 
of their uses.

Kindergarten Round up



NIACC AEL Open House set for May
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People’s 
Right To 

Know

PROFESSIONAL 
CARD

Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

91 9th St. S., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-9844  Fax 641-324-9844

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. Thursday
First Lutheran Church

For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244

NORTHWOOD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

641-324-1340

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. -  Noon

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Northwood  
Anchor

Legal

THE IOWA DISTRICT 
COURT FOR 

Worth COUNTY
CASE NO. ESPR011667

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF 
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT 

OF EXECUTOR, AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF Mary Jane Cal-
gaard, Deceased

To All Persons Interested 
in the Estate of Mary Jane 
Calgaard, Deceased, who died 
on or about July 13, 2025:

You are hereby notified 
that on September 26, 2025, 
the Last Will and Testament 
of Mary Jane Calgaard, de-
ceased, bearing date of August 
14, 1988, was admitted to pro-
bate in the above-named court 
and that Michael Calgaard 
and Linda Worrell were ap-
pointed Co-Executors of the 
estate. Any action to set aside 
the will must be brought in 
the district court of said coun-
ty within the later to occur of 
four months from the date of 
the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice 
to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the will whose 
identities are reasonably as-

certainable, or thereafter be 
forever barred.

Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the 
estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate 
shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later 
to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month 
from the date of mailing of this 
notice (unless otherwise al-
lowed or paid) a claim is there-
after forever barred.

Dated April 23, 2026.

Daniel I Dittman, 
ICIS#: AT0001839
Attorney for Executors
Erickson Sederstrom
10330 Regency Parkway Dr.
Omaha, NE  68114

Michael Calgaard 
& Linda Worrell, 

Co-Executors
16511 M. Street

Omaha, NE  68135
17-2t

Notice

April 27, 2026
Eighteenth Day

The Worth County Board of 
Supervisors met pursuant to ad-
journment with Mark Smeby, A.J. 
Stone and Enos Loberg, present.  
All members voting “AYE” unless 
noted.  

Meeting called to order by 
Loberg, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve today’s agenda and April 
20, 2026 minutes.  Motion carried.       

Motion Stone/Second Smeby 
to approve the FY27 DOT Budget 
and Five-year Construction Pro-
gram.  Motion carried.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve the DD #10/Lat 6 work or-
der submitted by Brian Tweeten.  
Motion carried.

Motion Stone/Second Smeby 
to approve claims in the amount 
of $190,679.26 per the following 
schedule.  Motion carried.  
Agvantage Fs Inc
  Fuel-Eng......................... 4,804.13 
Albert Lea Seed House Inc
  Supplies-Con..................... 180.00 
Alliant Energy
  Service-Gsr..................... 8,618.95 
Austin Office Products
  Supplies-Shf........................ 22.81 
Bauer Built Tire Inc
  Supplies-Eng.................. 7,212.00 
Bmc Aggregates Llc
  Rock-Eng........................... 925.55 
Bridges Bay Resort
  Edu-Aty.............................. 801.36 
C J Cooper & Associates Inc
  Service-Eng & Con............ 165.00 
Cdw Government Llc
  Supplies-Dap.................. 1,797.84 
Colwell Motors
  Service-Eng....................... 118.27 
Core & Main Lp
  Supplies-Eng..................... 855.92 
Crazy Clean, Service-Gsr.2,100.00 
Eilertson Repair
  Service-Phd.......................... 59.00 
Elk Creek Lutheran Cemetery
  Service-Vaf........................ 492.00 
Eurofins Test America
  Service-San........................ 431.50 
Falkstone Llc, Rock-Eng..... 213.52 
Forest City Ford, Inc
  Service-Shf........................... 78.75 
Frank Dunn Company
  Supplies-Con.................. 1,996.00 
Gardiner + Company

  Service-Ndp.................. 28,675.00 
Grafton Welding
  Service-Eng....................... 130.00 
Heartland Business Systems, Llc
  Supplies-Dap................ 86,806.62 
Henry M. Adkins & Son Inc.
  Service-Aud.................... 7,452.77 
Ia Law Enforcement Academy
  Edu-Shf.............................. 125.00 
Ia State University
  Edu-Eng............................. 270.00 
John Deere Financial
  Supplies.......................... 1,389.84 
Kim Hennigar, Mileage-Phd.23.20 
Kimberly Bode
  Mileage-Eng........................ 73.95 
Lawson Products Inc
  Supplies-Eng....................... 79.79 
Mediacom, Service-Gsr....... 294.90 
Mitchell Co Sheriff
  Service-Shf...................... 5,980.00 
Nelson Family Trust
  Rent-Shf............................. 300.00 
Niacog, Service-Tra.......... 3,995.27 
Northwood Electric Inc
  Service-Gsr........................ 944.70 
Overhead Door Co Of Mason City
  Service-Eng.................... 1,292.00 
Plunkett's Pest Control Inc
  Service-Gsr........................ 174.92 
Professional Office Services
  Service-Trs......................... 438.46 
Richard Brumm
  Edu-Eng............................... 75.00 
Shana Butler, Mileage-Phd.180.42 
State Medical Examiners Office
  Service-Mex.................... 2,148.00 
Tapco, Supplies-Eng........ 5,570.15 
Thomas Reid, Edu-Vaf..... 1,832.38 
Trading Post
  Supplies-Eng..................... 151.96 
Truck Center Companies
  Parts-Eng........................... 233.06 
Usa Archery
  Supplies-Con.................. 4,224.08 
Verizon Wireless
  Service-It/Gis & Eng......... 193.85 
Vestis, Service-Eng............... 13.77 
Visa, Service-Con............. 5,705.68 
Worth Co Sheriff Petty Cash
  Reimb-Shf............................ 82.14 
Worth County Fair
  Fair-Phd............................. 250.00 
Youth And Shelter Services, Inc.
  Service-Juj......................... 699.75 
Grand Total.................. 190,679.26 

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
adjourn at 9:06 A.M.  Motion car-
ried.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Enos Loberg, Chairperson 

Supervisors

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR WORTH COUNTY

CASE NO. ESPR 009510
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF 

WILL, OF APPOINTMENT OF 
EXECUTOR, AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF MARILYN R. DOLL-
OFF, Deceased

To All Persons Interested in 
the Estate of Marilyn R. Dolloff, 
Deceased, who died on or about 
April 13, 2026:

You are hereby notified that on 
April 27, 2026, the Last Will and 
Testament of Marilyn R. Dolloff, 
deceased, bearing date of June 25, 
1990, was admitted to probate in 
the above-named court and that 
Gary Dolloff was appointed Ex-
ecutor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought 
in the district court of said coun-
ty within the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the sec-
ond publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mail-
ing of this notice to all heirs of the 
decedent and devisees under the 
will whose identities are reason-
ably ascertainable, or thereafter 
be forever barred.

Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against 
the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above-named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, and 
unless so filed by the later to oc-
cur of four months from the date 
of the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the date 
of mailing of this notice (unless 
otherwise allowed or paid) a claim 
is thereafter forever barred.

Gary Dolloff
Executor of Estate

113 Westminster Dr.
Mackinaw, IL 61755

Timothy A Casperson, 
ICIS#: AT0001472
Attorney for Executor
Casperson Law Office, PLC
102 N. 2nd Ave W.
PO Box 145
Lake Mills, IA 50450

Day of second publication the 
13th day of May, 2026.

18-2t

Notice

The Kensett City Council met 
in regular session 04/13/2026 at 
7:00 P.M. at City Hall with Mayor 
Richard Olson presiding. Coun-
cil Members present were Kris 
Woltzen, LaRue Douglas, Ryder 
Lestrud and Eil Gile. 

Absent: Brandee Cooper
Visitors: Richard Bauer, Larry 

Larson, & Art Keunen.
Olson called meeting to order.
Motion to approve agenda by 

K. Woltzen, 2nd E. Gile, carried 
unanimously.

Motion to approve minutes by 
K. Woltzen, 2nd E. Gile, carried 
unanimously

Maintenance reported mowers 
are ready to go. Water heater at 
the old fire station/public works 
building stopped working. Going 
to get an inline tankless heater.    

The Clerk mentioned the 
monthly grant that is received 
from the WCDA. 

Old Business: 
City of Kensett purchased 

the land/property at 212 Walnut 
Street, Kensett. City of going to 
demo the house. City proposed 
to demolish the house. Received 
quote for $9,000 to have house torn 
down for $9,000 and they will haul 
the materials away or for $1,600 
less, push all the materials into 
hole/ground. City called motion 
to approve to pay $9,000 to have 
house torn down and hauled away. 
Motion to approve by E. Gile, 2nd 
L. Douglas, carried unanimously.

Quotes were received for main-
tenance of streets.

Final budget hearing set for 
April 27th at 6pm City 

New Business: 
City proposed options for yard 

waste and tree limb cleanup. 
Council is going to consider and 
bring up next monthly meeting. 
City has received two applica-
tions for part-time maintenance 
position. Scheduling interviews on 
April 27th. Fire hydrant update, 
there are a total of 26 hydrants 
that need to be sandblasted and 
re-painted. ½ of the hydrants do 
not need to be sandblasted. Quote 
has not been received yet. City 
motioned to approve purchase 
of paint, painting supplies, and 
sandblasting. Motion to approve 
by K. Woltzen, 2nd E. Gile, carried 
unanimously. Employee review of 
Wendy Varner, she will receive a 
$1,000 salary increase effective 
April 15th, 2026. Motion to ap-
prove by E. Gile, 2nd R. Lestrud, 
carried unanimously.

Mayors Report: N/A
Council Reports: N/A 
Treasurer’s Report: Janu-

ary Revenues by Fund: General 

$10,249.40, Utilities $7,309.59, 
Special $2,978.00. Total Revenues: 
$20,536.99.  Stands approved as 
read.

Motion to approve bills by K. 
Woltzen, 2nd by E. Gile, carried 
unanimously. 

Payable: Alliant Energy 
$4,062.00, WCTA $369.86, Bar-
bara Luckason 651.51 (net), Lisa 
Luskey-Lestrud $600.67 (net) 
Richard Bauer $1,407.88 (net), 
Wendy Varner $1,290.38 (net), 
Richard Olson $230.87 (net) Fed-
eral & SS $980.68 (payroll), IPERS 
$704.23 (payroll), Water Service 
Tax $131.36 (water), AgSource 
$28.00 (water), KFD $400.00 (fire 
protection), Kensett Water Works 
$112.50 (sewer fees), Waste Man-
agement $1595.08 (garbage & re-
cycling), Kruger Electric $74.28 
(general), Auditor of State $800.00 
(spec.), Caleb Arens $3,000 (spec.) 
Iowa Prison Industries $199.99 
(gen.) IAMU $698.00 (spec.) Peter-
son Excavating $1,400 (gen.) 

Disbursements by Fund: Gen-
eral $2,048.74, Special $4,810.49, 
Utilities $4,591.22, Payroll 
$5,866.22 (gross)     

Total Disbursements: 
$11,450.45

Motion to adjourn by E. Gile, 
2nd by R. Lestrud, carried unan-
imously.

Wendy Varner, City Clerk                                           
Richard Olson, Mayor

The Kensett City Council met 
in regular session 03/09/2026 at 
7:00 P.M. at City Hall with Mayor 
Richard Olson presiding. Coun-
cil Members present were Kris 
Woltzen, LaRue Douglas, Ryder 
Lestrud and Eil Gile. 

Absent: LaRue Douglas
Visitors: Richard Bauer & Lar-

ry Larson
Olson called meeting to order.
Motion to approve agenda by 

K. Woltzen, 2nd R. Lestrud, car-
ried unanimously.

Motion to approve minutes by 
K. Woltzen, 2nd B. Cooper, carried 
unanimously

Maintenance reported inqui-
ries about spring clean-up. The 
City will contact Waste Manage-
ment to coordinate and confirm a 
date for the service.   

The Clerk mentioned the 
monthly grant that is received 
from the WCDA and annual bud-
get has been submitted. 

Old Business: 
The Clerk reached out to land 

surveyor to quote easement on the 
Larson Driveway. Waiting to hear 
back to c

New Business: 
Under New Business, the 

Council considered the City’s re-
quest to purchase the property 
located at 212 Walnut Street for 
$3,000. A motion to approve the 
agenda was made by K. Woltzen 
and seconded by R. Lestrud; the 
motion carried out unanimous-
ly. The first hearing for the up-
coming budget was scheduled for 
April 6 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall. 
Discussion was held regarding 
temporary alley restrictions on the 
alley along 1st Street leading to 
R80, as Peterson Excavating will 
be delivering rock to improve cur-
rent conditions; vehicle access will 
be limited during this time. The 
Council also reviewed a request 
to purchase electronic speed signs 
to enhance existing traffic control 
measures. A motion to approve the 
minutes was made by K. Woltzen 
and seconded by B. Cooper; the 
motion carried out unanimously. 
Additionally, the city will obtain 
quotes over the next month for 
street maintenance.

Mayors Report: N/A
Council Reports: N/A 
Treasurer’s Report: Janu-

ary Revenues by Fund: General 
$6,853.81, Utilities $7,548.03, 
Special $3,378.63. Total Revenues: 
$17,780.47.  Stands approved as 
read.

Motion to approve bills by K. 
Woltzen, 2nd by B. Cooper, carried 
unanimously. 

Payable: Alliant Energy 
$3,545.85, WCTA $371.36, Bar-
bara Luckason 447.14 (net), Lisa 
Luskey-Lestrud $610.45 (net) 
Richard Bauer $1,271.10 (net), 
Wendy Varner $1,290.38 (net), 
Richard Olson $230.87 (net) Fed-
eral & SS $911.52 (payroll), IPERS 
$704.25 (payroll), Water Service 
Tax $145.45 (water), AgSource 
$29.25 (water), KFD $400.00 
(fire protection), Kensett Water 
Works $112.50 (sewer fees), Waste 
Management $1595.08 (garbage 
& recycling), Thofson Plumbing 
$10,871.00 (general), D&L Equip-
ment $700.34 (spec.), Northwood 
Anchor $55.39 (gen.) Nelson Sep-
tic $250.00 (gen.) Iowa Once Call 
$18.00 (spec.) USPS $90.14 (gen.) 
Olson Insurance $125.00 (gen.)

Disbursements by Fund: Gen-
eral $2,515.61, Special $718.34, 
Utilities $15,446.77, Payroll 
$6,092.81 (gross)     

Total Disbursements: 
$24,773.53

Motion to adjourn by K. Wolt-
zen, 2nd by R. Lestrud, carried 
unanimously.

Wendy Varner, City Clerk                                           
Richard Olson, Mayor

City of Kensett

The Open House on Sat-
urday at Grandma Sina 
White’s Museum in Bolan 
was very well attended.  
Coming special for this oc-
casion was Phyllis White, 
granddaughter of Sina’s, 
from Centennial, Colora-
do.  Those in attendance 
enjoyed hearing Dorothy 
White’ player piano.  She 
was a cousin of Phyllis’s.   
Everyone was able to pick 
up a May Basket and en-
joyed visiting time with 
other refreshments around 
a Duncan Phyfe table that 
Phyllis was able to find and 
bring to the Museum.  This 
is just like the table that 
Sina had!  There was also 
information regarding the 
Train Mural planned for 
Bolan.

On Saturday, May 9, 
there will be a bridal show-
er brunch honoring Kelsie 
Willert, daughter of Scott 
and Lori Willert, at the Bo-
lan Schoolhouse and Cul-
tural Center from 10 a.m. 
until Noon.  Introductions 
will be at 11 a.m.  Kelsie 
will be married to Reese 
Drenth on June 6, 2026.

Bolan

The Green Thumb Gar-
den Club met on Monday, 
March 27 at the home 
of Penny Robb. Theresa 
Cooper, President, called 
the meeting to order and 
opened the meeting with 
the pledge of allegiance and 
the conservation pledge.

Eleven members were 
present and answered the 
roll call question “What 
flower represents your per-
sonality and why?”. Penny, 
Secretary, read the March 
minutes. Louise Philipp 
moved the minutes be ap-
proved as read, Peter Ju-

lseth seconded and all 
approved. Julie Robb, Trea-
surer, provided the Trea-
surer’s report.

The Horticulture com-
mittee provided final de-
tails on this year's Fun in 
the Sun plant and treasure 
fundraiser. Mary Low and 
Karen Davidson answered 
questions regarding the 
flower show schedule. On 
behalf of the club Louise 
sent a 90th birthday card to 
Rosie Kruger.

Theresa gave a recap of 
the decisions made at the 
District meeting in Inde-

pendence on April 24. The 
second vote for combining 
Districts II and III passed 
and the first vote for in-
cluding District I with Dis-
tricts II and III passed. The 
district directors will meet 
this summer to coordinate 
merging the districts.

Green Thumb received 
a blue ribbon Yearbook 
award, blue ribbon Ad-
vanced Rating award, and 
a blue ribbon for Standard 
Flower Show (schedule) 
award.

Penny moved to reaffirm 
the decision to provide mile-
age to the club president 
for attending District and 
State meetings. Louise sec-
onded, all approved. Jean 

VanVeldhuizen moved the 
meeting be adjourned, Pe-
ter seconded, all approved.

Penny had a program 
on how to make your con-
tainer grown plants show 
worthy and the judges con-
siderations when awarding 
points and ribbons.

The May meeting will 
be Monday, June 1 at 5:30 
p.m. (as the 4th Monday 
in May is Memorial Day) 
at the home of Julie Robb. 
Penny will provide the med-
itation or arrangement and 
Jean will have the program. 
If you would like to visit the 
June 1st meeting please let 
Julie, 641-390-0007, know 
you will join us.

Green Thumb Garden Club meets on April 27

The Council of the City of 
Northwood met in regular session 
at City Hall on April 27, 2026 at 
6:00 pm with Mayor Moehle pre-
siding and the following council 
members present:

George-Zenz, Bode, Peterson, 
Schreiber, Reeder.

Motion to approve the agenda. 
Unam.

Motion to approve the follow-
ing under Consent Agenda: Meet-
ing Minutes of April 13, 2026; Set 
FY 26 Budget Amendment Public 
Hearing for Monday May 11, 2026 
at 6 pm. Unam.

Mayor Moehle presented John 
Greve with a plaque thanking him 
for 62 years of service & dedication 
as the City Attorney. 

Following the public hearing 
there was a motion to approve 

Resolution No. 2604-02 Approve 
& Award Bid for Street Overlay 
Project to Heartland Asphalt for 
299,560.00. Unam.

Motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2604-03 Approve Setting Sala-
ries for FY 2026-2027. Unam.

Motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2604-04 Approve Setting Sal-
aries for 2026 Pool Season. Unam.

Motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2604-05 Approve Setting Sal-
aries for 2026 Park & Rec Season. 
Unam.

Motion to approve the pur-
chase of a John Deere 524 P Tier 
Wheel Loader from Murphy Trac-
tor & Equipment. Unam. 

Motion to adjourn. Unam.
Doug Moehle, Mayor

Amber Julseth
City Administrator/Clerk

City Council

North Iowa Area Community 
College (NIACC) reminds commu-
nity members of Adult Education & 
Literacy (AEL) Open House events 
taking place in May. These free 
events provide information on En-
glish language learning, high school 
equivalency preparation, digital 

skills, college readiness and short-
term workforce training opportuni-
ties.

All events are held from 2 - 5:30 
p.m. May open house dates include:

• May 12 - John V. Hanson Ca-
reer Center, Forest City

Adults interested in strength-

ening basic skills, earning a high 
school equivalency diploma, or ex-
ploring new career pathways are 
encouraged to attend.

More information is available by 
contacting Katelyn Shears at 641-
422-4219 or katelyn.shears@niacc.
edu.



We just ended the fif-
teenth week of the legisla-
tive session, and Tuesday 
marked the 100th day and 
the scheduled final day of the 
legislative session. As pre-
dicted and with important 
work still to be completed, 
we will be heading into over-
time. 

This week, a few notable 
bills that were passed in-
clude:

Senate File 274— Cash 
Entry for Athletic Events; 
this bill requires that pub-
lic schools must accept legal 
tender as a form of payment 
for entry into extracurricu-
lar interscholastic athletic 
events. It also requires that 
organizations which spon-
sor athletic events must ac-
cept legal tender as a form 
of payment for entrance into 
events sponsored by the or-
ganization.

Senate File 473— Foster 
Care and Adoptive Parent 
Protections on Religious 
or Moral Beliefs; this bill 
adds new protection on the 
grounds of a person’s sincere-
ly held religious or moral be-
liefs in relation to their abili-
ty to provide foster care or as 
a prospective adoptive par-
ent. Iowa HHS is prohibited 
from requiring an individual, 
as a licensed foster parent or 
prospective adoptive parent, 
to affirm, accept, or support 
a policy related to sexual ori-
entation or gender identity 
that conflicts with the per-
son’s sincerely held religious 
or moral beliefs.

Senate File 2428— Re-
moval of Disruptive Stu-
dents from Classroom; this 
bill addresses discipline for 
student-caused nonviolent or 
violent disruptions in school 
classrooms. Under current 
law, discipline of a student 
relates to making a threat of 
violence or causing an inci-
dent of violence that results 
in injury, property damage, 
or assault. This bill changes 
the responsibility relating to 
discipline of a student to any 

event causing a violent or 
non-violent disruption.

One big topic talked about 
this week was additional 
funding for pediatric cancer 
research. Senate File 2480 
implements an additional 
tax on alternative nicotine 
or vapor products and appro-
priates $3 million to the Uni-
versity of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital for con-
ducting pediatric research.

This year, we have talked 
a lot about property tax re-
lief, fiscal responsibility, and 
ensuring efficient and effec-
tive use of taxpayer dollars. 
Senate File 2500 brings this 
issue to the forefront. This 
bill updates a section of code 
that hasn’t been updated in 
decades, when townships 
managed much more at the 
local level. Now, cities and 
counties have taken over 
many of those tasks. To help 
ensure transparency and 
give some oversight to yet an-
other tax levying authority in 
Iowa, Senate File 2500 man-
dates standardized training 
for all township trustees and 
clerks. It also moves many of 
our small counties to an ap-
pointment system for town-
ship trustees and clerks.

The legislation signifi-
cantly increases fiscal trans-
parency by requiring item-
ized budgets and annual 
financial reports to be post-
ed online and submitted to 
the Department of Manage-
ment. Crucially, it creates 
tiered oversight. Currently, 
townships with appoint-
ed officials must have their 
budgets approved by county 
supervisors, whereas elected 
townships remain more in-
dependent. To ensure service 
stability and fiscal integrity, 
the bill prohibits the com-

mingling of township funds 
by supervisors, protects ex-
isting contractual obligations 
during governance transi-
tions, and requires cities to 
deposit township fire service 
payments into dedicated ru-
ral fire protection funds. This 
bill was an important pro-
posal to increase oversight 
of taxpayer funds, improve 
training for trustees and 
clerks, increase transparen-
cy, and ease the burden of 
elections in rural areas.

Senate focused on real 
property tax relief for Iowans

Progress continues to be 
made on property tax reform 
with the House passing an 
amended version of our bill, 
Senate File 2472. The House 
amended their own proposal 
onto the bill and passed it out 
of their chamber on Wednes-
day. While this is a positive 
step forward to continue dis-
cussions, the House proposal 
has a number of aspects that 
make it problematic moving 
forward.

As many have said before, 
after decades of fixes and 
tweaks and carve-outs and 
exemptions, Iowa’s property 
tax system is complicated. In 
2023, the legislature passed 
the first step in major prop-
erty tax reform, working to 
drive down levy rates and 
start simplifying the system.

A few weeks ago, the 
Senate passed Senate File 
2472 nearly unanimously 
out of our chamber. It is a 
comprehensive property tax 
overhaul designed to replace 
a complicated, outdated sys-
tem with permanent relief 
and predictability for tax-
payers. The bill simplifies 
the tax code by offering every 
Iowa homeowner a 50 per-
cent discount on the taxable 

value of their home. Then, 
that discount increases ten 
percent every decade follow-
ing. It also automatically 
lowers levy rates if property 
inflation exceeds 2 percent, 
eliminates the variable roll-
back system, and imple-
ments strict local levy con-
trols to rein in government 
spending.

While the House moved 
our proposal forward and 
started discussions on their 
changes, one thing was no-
ticeable during the public 
hearings. We heard from 
some landlords and devel-
opers alleging that these 
changes would cause rents to 
increase. Over a decade ago, 
this legislature heard cries 
from these same people, say-
ing if they received tax rate 
cuts for their business, those 
savings would be passed onto 
renters and keep more mon-
ey in the pockets of Iowans. 
But that is not what hap-
pened. Instead, while their 
tax rate was cut in half, over 
a decade, rent for Iowans 
increased. While these busi-
nesses got a discount of over 
46 percent on the taxable 
value of their buildings, Io-
wans saw rents increase by 
36 percent. What we didn’t 
see during the hearings was 
someone fighting for the ev-
eryday Iowa taxpayers or 
homeowners who have been 
emailing us, calling us, and 
meeting with us asking for 
relief.

The focus of the Senate 
property tax proposal has 
always been the Iowa home-
owner. They deserve a better 
deal in our state. We want 
to encourage and help Io-
wans achieve the American 
dream right here in our state 
and homeownership must be 
more affordable. For months 
now, we have been talking 
about what the Senate’s vi-
sion is for property tax re-
form. We will continue to 
pursue real, permanent re-
lief that targets Iowa home-
owners, simplifies Iowa’s 

property tax system, and 
brings important reforms to 
an antiquated, patchworked 
system. I look forward to con-
tinuing these important con-
versations and talking about 
why the concepts in our bill 
are so important.

When you cut property 
taxes, you cut the city's and 
county's ability to provide 
maintenance and services.

Fifty percent of cities bud-

gets are tied to public safety.
We have heard and re-

sponded to the desperate 
requests of citizens to lower 
their real-estate tax burden. 
The rate of real-estate tax in-
crease has brought many to a 
level of outrage.

This gives you transpar-
ency into the prevailing cir-
cumstances Iowans have to 
negotiate.

To The Point
Doug Campbell

State Senator
District 30
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The Sponsors of this feature do so with the 
hope that more people will attend the

church of their choice on a weekly basis

TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

The Line Separating 
Good from Evil

The Russian writer and dissident 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn very astutely 
remarked that “the line dividing good 
and evil cuts through the heart of 
every human being.” All of us have the 
capacity for both good and evil within 
us and every day is a struggle to help 
the “better angels” prevail. Perhaps 
what separates the saints from the 
sinners is not so much that some sin 
and others don’t, but that the saints 
recognize their sinful nature and are 
better at resisting their sinful impuls-
es. The essential work of our lives is to know that this line is 
there and to stay on the side of the good, resisting the nev-
er-ending lure and temptation of evil. We should pray for the 
wisdom and discernment to recognize where the line separat-
ing good from evil runs, and for the goodwill and fortitude to 
stay on the side of the good. - Christopher Simon

Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.

–Romans 12:21

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Closed

Fertile Lutheran Church
Sunday, Worship Service, 9:30 

a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation, 
10:30 a.m.
Bethlehem 
Lutheran, Manly

Wednesday, Last WAGS, 5:30 
p.m., Confirmation at Bethlehem, 
5:30 p.m.; Sunday, Bethlehem Wor-
ship, 9 a.m., Grace Worship, 10:30 
a.m.; 

Linda Johnson Prestholt, Pastor
Bethany Lutheran Church/Elk 
Creek Lutheran

Saturday, Tractor Ride Stops 
at Bethlehem for Coffee Break, 11 
a.m. approx.; Sunday, Bible Study at 
Bethlehem, 8 a.m., Bethlehem Wor-
ship, 9 a.m., Grace Worship, 10:30 
a.m.; Tuesday, Bethlehem Council, 
6:30 p.m.

Linda Johnson Prestholt, Pastor
Trinity United 
Methodist, Bolan

Sunday, Worship Services, 9:15 
a.m., Coffee Fellowship, 10 a.m., 
Mother’s Day

Pastor Cory Allard
Bethel United 
Methodist Church

Wednesday, Diner, 8:30 a.m., 
Bethel UWF, 9:30 a.m., Last WOW 
of the School Year Mini Choir, 4:30 
p.m., Mini Bells, 5 p.m., Meal, 5:15, 
Worship, 5:50 p.m., Activities, 6:05 
p.m., JH/HS Youth Group, 7:15 p.m.; 
Sunday, Graduation/Confirmation 
Sunday, Bethel Worship, 8 a.m., 
Trinity Worship, 9:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m., Bethel Worship, 
10:30 a.m.; Tuesday, Pastor at Care 
Center, 10 a.m. 
Northwood United 
Methodist Church

Wednesday, N-K Early Out; 
Saturday, Royce & Mya Graduation 
Celebration, 4-7 p.m.; Sunday, Wor-
ship Service, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship, 
11:45 a.m.; Tuesday, Pastor Fellow-
ship  Grothe’s Diner, 10 a.m.

Rev. Rob Lanphere
One In Christ 
Lutheran Parish

Sunday, Worship Services 10:30 

a.m. available online at “One in 
Christ Lutheran Parish” Facebook 
Page and YouTube under “One in 
Christ Lutheran Parish.” Sunday 
Worship Services, 9 a.m., Silver 
Lake, 705 Silver Lake Rd., North-
wood, 641-293-5556; 9 a.m., Bethany, 
201 Franke St., Joice, 641-588-3366; 
9 a.m., Lunder, 14982 735th Ave., 
Albert Lea; 10:30 a.m., Winnebago, 
40029 210th Ave., Lake Mills.
First Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Wednesday, Confirmation, 4 
p.m., End of Year Celebration, 5 
p.m., Service, 6:15 p.m., Choir, SH 
Youth, 7 p.m.; Thursday, Quilting, 
8:30 a.m., Prayer Group, 9 a.m., Cub 
Scouts, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday, Worship 
Service FLC, 9 a.m., DCV Service, 
10;30 a.m., JH Youth, 6:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, AA-Al-Anon, 7 p.m. 
Peace Lutheran Church, North-
wood

Sunday Worship Service with 
Holy Communion at 9 a.m., Adult 
Bible Study and Children’s Sunday 
School following service.

Rev. Barbara M. Wills, Pastor
Sacred Heart Church, Manly

Mass Wednesday, 8 a.m.; Mass 
Saturday, 5:30 p.m.

Fr. Dave O’Connor, Pastor
Fr. Ben Valentine, 

Associate Pastor
www.sacredheartmanly.org

Faith Lutheran Church, London
Sunday School and Adult Bi-

ble Class, 9:30 a.m. (Fall through 
Spring); Sunday, Worship, 10:30 
a.m.

Pastor Kent Otterman
First Shell Rock Lutheran 
Church, Northwood

Sunday, Worship Service, 10:45 
a.m.

Pastor Theodore Gullixson
Sion Lutheran Church, 
Lake Mills

Sunday, Worship Service, 9 a.m. 
Sunday School and fellowship follow-
ing

Pastor Mark Decker

Northwood 
Anchor Church

Bring your damaged or unserviceable 
flags to the Veterans Affairs office.

There will be a dignified disposal on 
Sunday, June 14 - Flag Day

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

Mark your 

calendar: 

ROLL CALL X

Saturday, 

November 7, 2026

Another week, a few more 
bills, and we are still not 
ready to sine die. It has been 
a lot of “hurry up and wait,” 
but we have debated a hand-
ful of bills and passed them 
off the floor and over to the 
Senate.

Discussions continue on 
Property tax reform, the 
focus in on working through 
the details, but the reality is 
this: every dollar reduced 
must be made up some-
where—through spending 
cuts, shifting the burden to 
other taxes, or increased reli-
ance on outside revenue 
sources.  Iowa operates under 
a three-tier system—income 
tax, property tax, and sales 

tax—to fund essential ser-
vices like education, law 
enforcement, fire protection, 
roads and infrastructure, 
healthcare services, and 
water and sewer systems.  
These are not optional—they 
are core responsibilities.  The 
three-tax system provides 
stability and reliability to 
fund these services.

The goal remains clear: 
Deliver meaningful tax relief 
while maintaining the ser-
vices that keep our communi-
ties strong.

A couple of bills passed off 
the floor this week include:

House File 2787 to prohib-
it warrant resolution clinics 
in Iowa.  The bill was prompt-
ed by the tragic death of 

Ashley Marie Hall, a young 
mother from Des Moines. At 
a Polk County warrant reso-
lution clinic, an individual 
with a lengthy violent crimi-
nal history had her warrant 
withdrawn and was released. 
Just days later, she was 
charged with first-degree 
murder. These clinics shift 
focus away from criminal 
behavior and instead treat 
the warrant itself as the 
issue, creating a pathway for 
repeat offenders to avoid 
accountability. HF 2787 clos-
es that process in Iowa and 
ensures warrants are 
addressed through the justice 
system, not informal clinic 
settings.

House File 2772 is the 
Economic Development 
Budget as part of the state 
budget agreement. The focus 
is on strengthening Iowa’s 
workforce, supporting busi-
ness growth, and expanding 
opportunity across the state.  
The budget invests in job 
training and workforce pro-
grams through Iowa 
Workforce Development, 
Manufacturing 4.0, and reg-
istered apprenticeships. It 
also supports economic 
growth through the Iowa 
Economic Development 
Authority, Main Street revi-
talization, and universi-
ty-based initiatives tied to 
skilled labor and bioscience 

innovation.
Housing investments 

include rent assistance for 
individuals with disabilities 
and funding to address 
blighted properties and 
expand affordable housing, 
with a focus on rural commu-
nities.  Additional funding 
supports vocational rehabili-
tation and entrepreneurship 
programs for Iowans with 
disabilities, helping more 
individuals gain employment 
and independence.

It is an honor to represent 
you in the Iowa Legislature 
and as always, please reach 
out with any questions or 
concerns.  jane.bloomingda-
le@legis.iowa.gov.

Jane
Bloomingdale

Iowa House
District 60

Week Sixteeen

Call for this 
weeks 

specials 
and hours

Nov. 9-15
641-324-1244

CLO

We can print 
your black & 

white or 
color 

copies.
 

Call for 
more details

324-1051

May 7-13
641-324-1244

Thursday: Baked Honey 
Chicken, Sweet Potato Fries, 
Whole Wheat Roll, Vegetable, 
Fruit
Friday: Cheese Sandwich, 
Minestrone Soup, Whole 
Wheat Crackers, Lettuce/
Romaine Salad, Fruit
Monday: Ham Slice, Roasted 
Sweet Potatoes, Whole Wheat 
Bread, Vegetable, Fruit
Tuesday: Chicken & 
Mushrooms, Roasted Red 
Potatoes, Whole Wheat Bread, 
Vegetable, Fruit
Wednesday: Liver & Onions or 
Hamburger Patty, Boiled Red 
Potatoes w/Gravy, Whole 
Wheat Bread, Vegetable, Fruit

SHOWING
May 8-11

“The Devil Wears 
Prada 2” 

Rated PG-13

Open for Dine-In

SHOP 
LOCALLY

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Northwood Theatre
Show Times

Fri., Sat., Mon. 7 p.m.
Sun. 4 p.m.

740 Central Ave. • 324-0064
Adults $5

Students (18 & Under) $3
2 & Under Free

324-1052

Subscribe to the 
Northwood 

Anchor ONLINE!
www.nwdanchor.com

Call for details
641-324-1051
801 Central Ave. 

P.O. Box 107
Northwood, IA 50459
anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Monday Madness: Free popcorn 
when you bring your 

own container

Make your 
Reservations Now!

COMING

Northwood 
Anchor

Northwood 
Anchor

Congregate 
Meals

Tequila’sSignature’s 
Supper Club

May 15-18
“Michael” 
Rated PG-13



Wednesday, May 6, 2026—The Northwood Anchor—Page 7

Northwood
Anchor Society

““

I have been having fun with a new hobby: 
making my own spice blends to cook with. Be-
ing able to control the amount of salt, spice, heat 
etc. makes a lot of sense and after you buy bulk 
amounts of the main ingredients it’s simple to 
toss a batch of steak seasoning, barbeque rub 
or pulled pork blend together to use as needed.  
Most of my recipes have come from online sourc-
es but I also found a book in my collection with 
both the spice blend instructions and recipes to 
use each concoction. What a score! “Skinny Spic-
es: 50 Nifty Homemade Spice Blends That Can 
Make Any Diet Delicious” (1990, Surry Books, 
Chicago) was authored by Erica Levy Klein. 
I noted on the inside cover that I bought this 
cookbook in New York City in September 1993. 
The following are adapted as needed for today’s 
kitchens. All these blends are made by simply 
mixing the ingredients together thoroughly.

Lemon Herb Blend
2 tablespoons dry lemon peel
1 teaspoon celery seed
1/2 tablespoon toasted sesame seeds
1 tablespoon dry basil
1 teaspoon garlic powder or granules
1/2 tablespoon dry thyme
1/2 tablespoon oregano
1 teaspoon onion flakes
1/2 tablespoon paprika
1 teaspoon cayenne
2 teaspoons parsley flakes
Wisconsin Cheese Log
4 oz. sharp shredded Cheddar
Garlic powder (to taste)
1/3 cup ricotta cheese
Onion powder (to taste)
1 tablespoon dry white wine
1/4 teaspoon Lemon Herb Blend
Salt/black pepper to taste
1/4 cup minced fresh parsley

SANDY’S NOTE: Although this recipe uses the 
lemon herb blend, it also allows the cook to in-
crease the onion and garlic flavors if desired. 
Also, the amount of salt is determined by the 
cook…or use none at all.

In a blender or food processor, combine all 
the ingredients except the parsley and process 
until smooth. On a large sheet of plastic wrap, 
sprinkle 2 tablespoons of the parsley evenly. 
Spoon the cheese mixture over the parsley in a 
line down the middle of the wrap. Sprinkle the 
remaining parsley over the cheese. Enclose the 
cheese in the plastic and form into a log.  Roll 
over to make it even and wrap tightly. Place in 
the freezer for about 20 minutes, turn over and 
continue to freeze until firm, 10-25 more minutes. 
To serve, remove from the freezer, unwrap and 
place on a platter surrounded by crackers. SAN-
DY’S NOTE: Freezing cheese changes its texture. 

This recipe assumes you are making the cheese 
log shortly before serving it so the freezer step is 
simply to firm it up, not to store it for a long time.

Checkered Tablecloth Italian Blend
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon dried rosemary
1 1/2 tablespoons dried basil
1/2 tablespoon dried marjoram
1 tablespoon dried thyme
1/2 tablespoon dried sage
1 tablespoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon cayenne
Mix all well.
Simple Fresh Italian Tomato Salad

On a large platter, arrange 5 ripe plum or 
Roma tomatoes, sliced and 5 fresh scallions (in-
cluding the green tops) chopped. Sprinkle with 
Checkered Tablecloth Italian Blend seasoning. 
Also sprinkle with black pepper and sea salt to 
taste. No dressing needed! Wonderful served 
with crusty Italian bread and real butter, soft-
ened.

Onion Pepper Blend
3 tablespoons dried onion flakes
2 tablespoons parsley flakes
2 tablespoons coarsely ground 
black pepper
Mix all ingredients well.
Oniony Oven French Fries
2 medium russet potatoes
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons Onion Pepper Blend

Scrub the potatoes well but don’t peel. Cut 
into wedges and place in a bowl of cold water 
for 15-20 minutes. Drain and pat dry with paper 
towels. Preheat the oven to 500 degrees F (yes, 
500!). Put the potato wedges into a plastic bag 
and add the oil. Shake to coat the potatoes well. 
Pour into a bowl and sprinkle the Onion Pepper 
Blend on top. Toss to cover the potatoes evenly 
as possible. Lightly spray a cookie sheet and ar-
range the potato wedges in a single layer. Bake 
for 12-15 minutes or until they are crisp on the out-
sides, turning as necessary during baking. Season 
to taste with sea salt and some paprika for color.

It’s great fun to make your own seasoning 
blends. This past Christmas I made double/tri-
ple batches, put them into decorated jars and 
gave them as gifts to some foodie friends. Having 
control over what is in your seasonings is wise. If 
you notice the labels of seasoning blends on the 
grocery store shelf, the first ingredient is almost 
always salt. It’s inexpensive for the manufactur-
er but it’s also less than healthy for many people. 
Also, by the time you use enough to get flavor on 
a burger or other meat, the result is too salty.  
Give these a try and go online for dozens more. 
And…that’s all she wrote.

We may live without poetry, music and 
art; We may live without conscience and 
live without heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without books; But a 
civilized man cannot live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com

Thank You
The City of  Kensett would like 
to THANK the WCDA Board, 

Township Trustees and 
Diamond Jo Casino for the 

grant received for new 
furnace for the City Hall. 

Thank YouAshley Hanson
Agent

Town & Country
Insurance Agency

Contact us for all of your Commercial - Farm 
Homeowner Auto - Recreational Vehicle 

Life & Health Insurance needs!

30 N. Hawkeye Avenue 
Nora Springs, Iowa

641-732-5576
711 Main Street, Osage, Iowa

205 W. 4th St., Suite #2 
St. Ansgar, Iowa 50472

By Emily Tufte
Library Director

Last month I shared that 
our Summer Reading Pro-
gram donation letters were 
being sent out and the North-
wood Public Library would 
like to give a huge thank you 
to those who have replied so 
far: Dewey Kruger Music 
Center, Farmer’s State Bank, 
Inject Tech Diesel, Knudtson 
Automotive, Northwood Den-
tal, Northwood State Bank, 
Shade Tree Liquor, Tequila’s 
Mexican Bar & Grill, Worth 
Mutual and Olson Insurance. 
Our theme for the year is 
“Plant a Seed, Read!” We’re 
putting the finishing touch-
es on the calendar, and we’ll 
start posting our events! If 
you want have kids or grand-
kids that you might bring 
to the library for the Sum-
mer Reading Program, join 
our Facebook page to follow 
along! www.facebook.com/
groups/278686796498248

The Northwood Public 
Library has four Friday Sto-
ry Times planned for May; 
the 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd, 

starting at 10 a.m. Story 
Time is geared for toddler 
and preschool age, but ba-
bies are welcome too! It’s a 
fun time for kids to socialize 
together, learn about sitting 
quietly for a short story or 
two, have some fun coloring 
and playing with the library 
toys. Parents and caregivers 
can enjoy some chit chat too! 
Please watch the library’s 
Facebook page for more in-
formation.

The library has two dif-
ferent book clubs that par-
ticipate in a monthly reading 
and discussion. If this is any-
thing that sounds interesting 
to you, don’t hesitate to reach 
out at the library for more in-
formation! 

Here are new books com-
ing to the library sometime 
during the month of Decem-
ber: 

Adult Fiction books: “26 
Beauties” by James Patter-
son, “The Calamity Club” by 
Kathryn Stockett, “The Ship-
pers” by Katherine Center, 
“Fever Dream” by Elsie Sil-
ver, “The Midnight Train” by 

Matt Haig, “The Final Tar-
get” by Nora Roberts, “The 
Divorce” by Freida McFad-
den, “The Brothers McKay” 
by Craig Johnson, and lots 
more.

Large Print Fiction: 
“Rainy Day Meet Cute” by 
Debbie Macomber, “C is for 
Courting” by Shelley Shep-
ard Gray, “Harbor Pointe” 
by Irene Hannon, “The Hired 
Man” by Sandra Dallas, 
“Heart’s Perilous Journey” by 
Lacy Williams, “Where We 
Belong” by Kim Vogel Saw-
yer, and more.

I’ve been posting some pic-
tures of the new books to the 
Northwood Public Library’s 
Facebook page, so don’t for-
get to “Like” the page to be 
notified when we put more 
new books out throughout 
the month. Feel free to con-
tact us with any questions 
or concerns you might have 
by emailing us at librarian@
northwoodia.org or call us at 
324-1340. We hope you will 
check us out soon!

Northwood Public Library

Kicking off Mental Health Month
On May 1, events were held at the Northwood Public Library to kick off Mental Health Aware-
ness Month. The day began with story hour and time playing with the Worth County Park and 
Play imagination playground and other fun activities. The children were read a book about 
filling buckets as a way to think about mental health. They were also given a copy of the book 
to take home, along May Day baskets, or buckets, with fun items, snacks and activities.

Fun at LRH
Residents and staff enjoyed some music dancing all around fun recently, as pictured here. “It’s 
moments like these that make everything so special.”
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Echoes from the Loafers’ 
Club Meeting

  Did you notice the notice?
  I noticed the notice.
  Did you notice it wasn’t 

worth noticing?
  I noticed.

Driving by Bruce’s drive
  I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass 
his drive, thoughts occur to me. 
Spring brings high school base-
ball and softball with fans wear-
ing the wrong coats. On the 
farm, we had cattle, pigs, chick-
ens, ducks, geese, goats, guinea 
fowl, pigeons, dogs, cats, a para-
keet, goldfish, peafowl and ham-
sters. The sense of smell is close-
ly related to memory. A whiff of 
something can trigger a memo-
ry. Using a ballfield’s porta-pot-
ty, I remembered we had an 
outhouse.

Lawrence Welk
  A few years back, I did an 

on-air pledge drive for KSMQ-
TV during “The Lawrence Welk 
Show.” Many viewers considered 
the champagne music style with 
its bubble machine releasing 
bubbles across the bandstand as 
the theme song “Bubbles in the 
Wine” played, to be a match for 
Welk’s famous tagline, 
“Wunnerful, wunnerful!” My 
parents favored the Champagne 
Lady Norma Zimmer, Myron 
Floren (The Happy Norwegian) 
and his accordion, Larry 
Hooper’s basso profundo voice 
rendition of “This Old House,” 
and Big Tiny Little who played a 
tiny, big piano or a big, tiny 
piano. I forget which. I paid lit-
tle attention to the show, unless 
Lawrence introduced the lovely 
Lennon sisters. That was Mr. 
Welk’s secret signal for me to 
pay attention. And I did.

Transistor radio

  I was 12 and saved up enough 
money from walking bean rows 
and baling hay to buy a small 
GE transistor radio. It was AM 
only, but it worked in the PM 
too. I listened to it constantly, 
blowing through 9-volt batter-
ies. In the 1960s, carbon-zinc 
was the dominant, standard bat-
tery technology. Those batteries 
struggled with high-drain devic-
es (like portable radios), lasting 
only a blink of an eye before 
needing replacement. They were 
the printer ink cartridges of the 
time. I listened to WDGY, WLS, 
KOMA, WBZ, KDKA and KAAY. 
I enjoyed two kinds of music—
both rock and roll.

I’ve learned
  Mr. Potato Head never sti-

fles a sneeze.
  Veget is one of the world’s 

greatest ables.
  Too many politicians would 

rather see the country fail than 
their opponents succeed.

  Iowa created its first major 
state tax in 1921 when the 
General Assembly passed a 
2-cent-per-package tax on ciga-
rettes. Iowa was the first state 
to pass a cigarette tax.

Bad jokes department
  Scientists grew human vocal 

cords in a test tube. The results 
speak for themselves.

  When my wife saw me stand-
ing on the bathroom scale, suck-
ing in my stomach, she said, 
“That won’t help!” I replied, “It 
helps. It’s the only way I can see 
the numbers.”

  There are two types of people 
in this world. People who finish 
what they start.

Nature notes
  A bumblebee buzzed by my 

ear. The popular myth that bum-
blebees shouldn’t be able to fly 
began in 1934, when a French 
entomologist noted that a bee’s 
flight should be impossible. Bees 
should be able to fly because 

they do fly. Their wings twist 
and rotate, creating enough lift 
to make it possible for bees to 
become and remain airborne.

  Goldfinches are picky eaters 
and want fresh seeds. Nyjer has 
a high oil content, thin shells 
and provides protein and ener-
gy. When Nyjer gets wet, it 
clumps like cat litter and can 
spoil or become moldy. If Nyjer 
gets moldy, remove it and clean 
the feeder with a 10% bleach-wa-
ter solution. Oily seeds can go 
rancid, emitting a foul odor. 
Sniff them and you’ll know. 
Nyjer seed can also dry out. 
Crush the seeds onto a white 
paper towel and look for oil 
blotches. If oil stains are pres-
ent, the seed is fresh. If the 
seeds look dull and aren’t shiny, 
replace them with a fresh batch. 
Nyjer seed isn’t derived from 
thistles, but from an African yel-
low daisy. I think the seeds are 
best served in an open tray 
(metal or plastic) to reduce the 
chances of conjunctivitis.

  A robin fights with my bed-
room window. A pair claims a 
territory and defends it from 
other robins. When one male 
spots another, a chasing fight 
ensues. The dominant male gets 
the desired territory. The win-
dow acts as a mirror. A robin is 
so territorial that he makes an 
enemy of his image. The reflec-
tion refuses to flee. Being per-
sistent and stubborn, the robin 
refuses to negotiate peace with 
itself. I could soap the outside of 
the window or cover it with card-
board, black nylon screen, paint-
er’s cloth, or plastic cling to 
block the assailant’s image. 
Covering the inside of the win-
dow enhances reflections. Plastic 
owls and fake snakes don’t help.

Meeting adjourned
  Offer a kind word to another. 

It’s not taxable.
 

©️Al Batt 2026
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Fit to print... Letters to the Editor-
250th celebration support encouraged

Savvy Senior
The letter your loved ones will treasure
By Jim Miller

Dear Savvy Senior,
I want to leave something meaningful for my chil-

dren and grandchildren, beyond just money or prop-
erty. I’ve heard about “legacy letters,” but I don’t real-
ly know what they are or how to start one. Can you 
help?

--Legacy Seeker

Dear Seeker,
You’re asking a wonderful question. A legacy letter 

– sometimes called an ethical will – is a personal note 
to your loved ones where you can share your values, 
life lessons, cherished memories, hopes, and guidance. 
Unlike a traditional will, which focuses on legal mat-
ters, a legacy letter comes straight from the heart.

Why write one?
Many people think a legacy is just money or prop-

erty. But often, it’s your words, values, and life les-
sons that leave the deepest mark. A legacy letter 
gives your family something to hold onto – your sto-
ries, your traditions, and the experiences that shaped 
who you are. Children and grandchildren often return 
to these letters for comfort, guidance, or inspiration 
long after you’re gone. In many ways, it becomes an 
emotional last will and testament, answering some of 
the most important questions about your life.

A legacy letter can also help explain the “why” 
behind your estate plan in a personal, thoughtful 
way. While a will handles the legal and financial 
details, a legacy letter adds context – why you made 
certain decisions or what you hope your loved ones 
will do with what you leave behind. That added per-
spective can ease misunderstandings, strengthen 
family connections, and leave a lasting sense of close-
ness.

Getting started
Take a moment to reflect on what matters most to 

you. Consider asking yourself:
•	 What values or principles have guided my 

life?
•	 What moments or experiences am I most 

grateful for?
•	 What mistakes or regrets taught me the 

most?
•	 How do I hope to be remembered by my loved 

ones?
•	 What lessons, advice, or guidance do I want 

to leave for my family?
•	 Which family traditions, stories, or dreams do 

I want future generations to carry forward?
Keep it personal and sincere. You can write one 

letter or several for different family members. Most 
letters run one to three pages, though there’s no strict 
rule.

If you’d like a little guidance as you get started, 
Trust & Will has a free legacy letter writing guide 
with step-by-step prompts to help you organize your 
thoughts and begin writing. You can find it at tru-
standwill.com/learn/legacy-letter-writing-guide.

If writing isn’t your thing, consider creating a lega-
cy video. Speak directly to your loved ones, sharing 
stories, guidance, and heartfelt reflections. Most 
smartphones now record high-quality video and 
sound, making it easy to create, store, and share. A 
video captures your voice, expressions, and surround-
ings in a way that a letter simply can’t.

Storing and sharing
Keep letters or videos in a safe, easy-to-find spot. 

Physical letters can go in a secure file, safe, or with 
your attorney, while digital files can be backed up to 
the cloud or an external drive. You can share them 
now or wait until later, after you’re gone. Be sure to 
include instructions in your will so family members 
know where to find them.

When it comes down to it, a legacy letter or video 
is truly the heart behind your will. It gives you the 
chance to share your values, tell your stories, and 
even explain the intentions behind your estate plan, 
leaving your loved ones with words that will matter 
long after you are gone. Written with generosity, 
empathy, and positivity, a few thoughtful pages or a 
short video can create an emotional imprint that 
money alone cannot provide.

Send your questions or comments to questions@sav-
vysenior.org, or to Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070.

 

Ponderings from
the Batt Cave

By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.

Seeking veterans 
and helpers to lead 
parade

With the 4th of July approach-
ing quickly, and as our nation 
prepares to celebrate its 250th 
birthday, our committee has 
selected a very special group to 
serve as the 2026 Grand 
Marshals. We are proud to 
honor all veterans, active-duty 
military members, and mem-
bers of the National Guard.

As a small committee of six, 
we are asking for the communi-
ty’s help to make this tribute 
possible.

We are currently looking for:
•	 Veterans, active-duty 

military, and National Guard 
members who would like to par-
ticipate in the July 4th parade

•	 A wagon or trailer, along 
with a vehicle to pull it in the 
parade

•	 Volunteers to help deco-
rate the float

We are fortunate to have two 
individuals helping coordinate 
these efforts. If you are inter-
ested in participating or assist-
ing in any way, please contact: 
Deanna Luthke at 641-425-3482 
or Paul Ferley at 641-390-0009.

July 4th will be here before 

we know it, so the sooner we can 
get everything organized, the 
better. We look forward to com-
ing together as a community to 
honor those who have served 
and continue to serve our coun-
try.

Sincerely,
4th of July Committee

Share plans for 
Fourth festivities

With 2026 being the 250th 
Birthday of the USA, the 
Northwood Chamber has been 
working on the normal plans for 
the 4th of July,  Parade, food, 
beverage garden, awards, fire-
works, ect.  

We are a very small group of 
six that can’t add more on to our 

list of things to get done, so we 
are asking that if there are any 
groups that are thinking of 
doing something for the 250th 
Birthday celebration to please 
let us know so we can get it on 
the schedule of events and to 
make sure there are no conflicts 
with other groups.

Just a reminder that since 
the 4th of July is on Saturday 
this year, the beverage garden 
will also be on the night of the 
4th as well as the fireworks.

Please contact Teresa George-
Zenz via cell 641-390-1899 call 
or text or email the chamber at 
northwoodchamber@gmail.com

Teresa George-Zenz
President

Northwood Chamber of 
Commerce
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100 years 
ago

April 29, 1926
E.L. Linder has been 

in business in Northwood 
for 28 years and to cele-
brate the anniversary he 
announces a shoe sale at 
his store for one week. Mr. 
Linder has a reputation for 
giving exceptional bargains 
at sales held in the past.

Mrs. Clarissa V. Kean, 
widow of the late Dr. 
Norman L. Kean, died at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
George L. Bolton, where she 
had made her home since 
the death of her husband 
in 1923. The Keans came 
to Northwood in the early 

’70s and remained here 
about 25 years. He then 
practiced at LaCrosse, Wis., 
and at Osage, returning to 
Northwood to reside for a 
time, later moving to Min-
neapolis, where they made 
their home until his death.

Miss Ida Hanson has 
resigned her position as 
office assistant at the Farm 
Bureau office. She has 
capably filled the position 
for the past five years. Miss 
Myrtle Ausenhus is the new 
assistant at the office.

A Swede tent show, “Let 
Ole Do It,” will be in North-
wood tomorrow evening for 
a single night’s showing. 
A band and orchestra are 
included with the sow, and 
a free concert will be given 
on the street at noon.

Contracts were let for 

the erection and equipment 
of five new schoolhouses 
in Bristol Township. C.K. 
Then of Northwood was the 
successful bidder for the ex-
cavating and building con-
tract with a price of $14,700 
for the five buildings. 
Worth County leads all 
counties in the state in the 
number of modern school-
houses. Silver Lake, Barton 
and Union townships have 
all new schools that are 
heated with furnaces and 
equipped with plumbing. 
Deer Creek and Bristol will 
send all their children to 
new schools next fall and a 
bond election will be held in 
Brookfield in May so that 
three new schools may be 
had in that township.
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25 years
ago

May 2, 2001
The City of Northwood 

will join an organized inquiry 
into AT&T’s proposed trans-
fer of Iowa cable franchises to 
Mediacom Communications. 
The Northwood city council 
voted 4-0 last Tuesday night 
to join a consortium of Iowa 
municipalities investigating 
the proposal. The city will 
pay a membership fee of 
$123 to help defray the con-
sortium’s legal expenses.

Northwood teenagers 
Dave Reyerson and Tom 
Carmody bagged these 
trophy turkeys early last 
Thursday morning in eastern 

Hartland Township. Rey-
erson’s gobbler sported an 
11-inch beard and weighed 
22 pounds. Carmody’s had a 
10-inch beard and weighed 
21 pounds. Both had 1-1/4 
inch spurs.

The Worth County Vet-
erans Memorial Fund grew 
by $2,310 last week, thanks 
to 20 donations by couples 
and individuals. The latest 
contributions increased the 
fund balance to $32,515, 
which means the fund is only 
$2,485 short of the organiz-
ers’ $35,000 goal.

Two N-K High School 
graduates are playing 
spring ball at North Iowa 
Area Community College in 
Mason City. April Stayner, 
a 1999 N-K grad, is a 
sophomore outfielder on the 
NIACC softball team. She 

is the daughter of Grayling 
and Marlyn Stayner of rural 
Northwood. Adam Berge, a 
2000 N-K grad, is a fresh-
man pitcher on the NIACC 
baseball team. He is the son 
of Larry and Jeanette Berge 
of rural Northwood.

Members of the Helen 
Hinman Dwelle Chapter 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution celebrated their 
75th anniversary at the 
home of Shirley Vorland last 
week.

N-K High School junior 
Toby Mills and sophomore 
Zeke Thompson helped nat-
ural sciences instructor De-
lores Knudson clean up the 
high school grounds as part 
of a class project during 
the recent Earth Week and 
Earth Day observances at 
N-K High.

75 years 
ago

May 3, 1951
Marcile Kuhlmann will be 

Miss Northwood at the North 
Iowa Band Festival in Mason 
City June 12.

Mr. and Mrs. A.S. Lund 
and daughter Ruth, of Albert 
Lea, were visitors Thursday 
evening with Northwood 
friends. They came especially 
to attend the pancake supper 
at the First Lutheran Church 
that evening.

Editorial: Retailers have 
all but been driven crazy in 
recent weeks preparing the 
price reports, detailed figures 
of cost, invoice numbers, 
dates of purchase, markup, 
selling price, etc., which have 

been required on countless 
articles of merchandise. Price 
fixing will have little effect on 
inflation without an equally 
effective control of wages.

Norma Vaage, Kensett, 
was honored at Iowa State 
Teachers College in Cedar 
Falls by being named to the 
dean’s honor scholastic list. 
She earned a 3.5 or better 
grade point average for the 
honor.

Approximately 50 North-
wood area telephones went 
dead Tuesday at about 4 p.m. 
because of wet cable. Several 
hours were required to repair 
the damage, but the phones 
were all in order by Wednes-
day morning.

Cpl. Bill Storms, son of 
Mrs. August Buntrock of 
Albert Lea and grandson 
of Mrs. Sarah Aase, North-

wood, has been awarded the 
bronze star for heroism in 
Korea. He is a member of a 
military police unit and was 
stationed in Japan before the 
Korean War broke out and 
has been in Korea almost 
since the beginning of hostil-
ities. He writes that he has 
taken charge of a war trained 
German shepherd dog and 
has adopted a mountain owl 
while in Korea.

Margie Nystuen, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. V. H. Nystu-
en, farmers near Kensett, has 
been chosen as a candidate 
from that community for the 
title of Miss North Iowa at 
the North Iowa Band Festi-
val in Mason City, scheduled 
for June 12. After graduation 
she expects to attend Iowa 
Teachers College, Cedar 
Falls.

50 years 
ago

April 29, 1976
Mrs. Jean Ellingson is 

busy making preparations 
for the annual (and final) 
Powder Puff Derby from 
Sacramento, Calif., to Wilm-
ington, Del., in July. She 
will have a practice run in 
Illinois over the Memorial 
Day weekend. Her husband, 
Lemoyne, is a certified flight 
instructor and a former U.S. 
Navy jet pilot.

Mrs. Kermit Helgeland, 
Mrs. Deane Koerner and 
Mrs. Joseph Orth attended 
a dinner in observance of 
the 75th anniversary of 
Chapter CC, PEO held in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

Vernon Rottler in Greene, 
Thursday.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Haugebak are the parents 
of a daughter, Susanne Jo, 
born Thursday, April 22, 
at Mercy Hospital, Mason 
City. The 7 lb., 14 oz., infant 
comes to join two brothers, 
Kristopher and Timothy. 
Grandparents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Orland Tenold, Ken-
sett, and Mr and Mrs. Marle 
Haugebak, Northwood.

The boys golf team is now 
4-0 for the season, winning 
Tuesday over Forest City 
146-150. John Midtgaard 
was low with 35. The girls 
are 2-2, losing to Forest City 
211-201. Terri Angell was 
low with 48.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Oleson announce the en-
gagement and approaching 

marriage of their daughter, 
Roxanne, to Mr. Richard 
Gordon, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Gordon, all of 
Kensett. A July 10 wedding 
is planned.

Mrs. Anna McCready, 
Northwood, was elected dis-
trict secretary at the 57th 
fourth district conference of 
the American Legion and 
Auxiliary meeting held Sat-
urday, April 24, in Waukon.

Dick Tuttle and his 
daughter Rochelle took the 
first leg of the Pony Express 
ride for Camp Sunnyside, 
April 16. Pat Breheny, can-
didate for State Senate, and 
sheriff Ike Davey greeted 
the riders at Manly. Ken 
Logemann, rural North-
wood was area chairman for 
the ride.

10 years      
ago

May 4, 2016
With warmer weather 

arriving in recent weeks, 
the red geraniums, which 
became the official flower 
of the city of Northwood in 
1995, has begun to bloom 
at Village Florist in North-
wood. A push from the Green 
Thumb Garden Club led to 
the flower’s official status as 
the city flower. Tom Sculley 
typically grows 1,200-1,300 
geraniums each year.

Stacy Davidson refers 
to herself as the “luminary 
part” of the Relay of Life. 
“It’s a fun part, and I have 
a great committee to work 
with. So many people have 

had cancer touch their lives. 
When we put names on the 
bags, we remember them.” 
Davidson, herself a cancer 
survivor, was 30 years old 
when she was diagnosed 
with non-Hodgkin’s lympho-
ma.

N-K classmates from 
1964 continue to hold in-
formal gatherings in their 
efforts to stay connected 53 
years after their graduation. 
Two recent get-togethers 
were held last weekend. 
One gathering was held at 
Northwestern Steak House 
in Mason City and the other 
at the drop-in coffee at Sue’s 
Corner Post in Northwood.

The annual Vikings 
Knockout Contest was held 
in April. The winners were 
Carly Hengesteg and Drew 
Wilder.

Jordan Kenison and 
Curt Smalley will marry on 
Saturday, June 25, 2016, in 
Kensett, Iowa. The bride’s 
parents are Connie and 
Brian Kenison of Kensett, 
Iowa. The groom’s parents 
are Russ and Sue Smalley of 
Riceville, Iowa.

N-K’s Sully Reyerson al-
ready has a sixth place med-
al from last year’s state meet 
in the 110-meter hurdles, 
an event that has become 
Reyerson’s specialty. Last 
Friday the talented senior 
added another milestone to 
his impressive track resume 
with a fifth place finish in 
the heat at the 107th Drake 
Relays in Des Moines. 
Reyerson recorded a time 
of 15.42 seconds that was 
good enough for 24th place 
overall in Iowa.

By Lisa Lestrud
Library Director

Greetings from the Ken-
sett Public Library.  Spring 
is in the air and  we are ex-
cited for warmer weather, 
sunshine, and flowers. 

We will celebrate Moth-
er's Day on Saturday, May 
9, 10 - 11:30 a.m.  Join us to 
make a special craft to give 
to a special lady for Moth-
er's Day.  We will also read 
a book and have a snack 
too.  Everyone is welcome. 

On Saturday, May 23, 
10 - 11:30 a.m. it is, "World 
Turtle Day." This will be a 
fun program to learn fun 
facts about our local tur-
tles. We will do a turtle 
craft and have a snack. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

On Monday, May 25, 
at 9 a.m. at the Kensett 
Community Center we will 
have the, "Memorial Day 
Service," honoring all who 
served. This will include 
a presentation about our 
local veterans and music 
performed by the North-
wood-Kensett High School 
Band.  This event is spon-
sored by the Kensett Lions 

Club with refreshments be-
ing served by the Kensett 
Library and board mem-
bers.  Please join us.

We had a very enjoyable 
and interesting program on 
Saturday, April 25, to cele-
brate, "Arbor Day."  Owen 
Burrack, the Worth County 
Conservation Naturalist, 
did a wonderful presen-
tation on the trees in our 
area.  We then got to choose 
an acorn and plant them in 
a pot, which becomes a Bur 
Oak or a Red Oak Tree so 

hopefully these will grow 
into beautiful strong trees.  
Thank you to everyone that 
came.

We have been doing 
some weeding of books, and 
will continue to have books 
until done. Come see if 
there is anything you would 
like for your own collection, 
we  only ask for a free will 
donation. 

Hope to see you at the 
library.

Kensett Public Library

A Million Questions. 
One Answer:

Bronze Memorials 
Granite Headstones
Funeral/Cremation 

Pre-planning
30% Off
Any Marker/ 
Headstone We can help you 

design a 
Memorial for any 

North Iowa Cemetery
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Refreshing the road signs
The Iowa DOT recently replaced the signs on Highway 65 along the entrances to the city of 
Kensett. That includes the declining speed limits, 45 mph and then 35 mph for those traveling 
into the community.
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Lake Mills News

Items brought to 308 S. 4th Ave. W.
Saturday, May 9: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. (or until full)

Sunday, May 10: Closed
Monday, May 11 - Wednesday, May 13:

7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

City of Lake Mills 

Spring Clean-Up

Spring Clean-Up is for garbage paying Lake Mills residents only!

Call City Hall 641-592-3251 or Director of Public Works, 
641-592-2441 prior to May 9 if unable to 

haul large items to disposal site

No small items will be 
picked up at curb 

must be in City issued 
garbage container

Leaves and brush may be brought to 
disposal site, no leaf bags or containers 

DON'T LEAVE IF GATE IS LOCKED!

We do NOT 

accept Oil, Paint, 

Batteries, 
Household 
Chemicals, 

Cleaners or Tires

Appliances and brown good 
(electronics) need a $15 sticker.

Every garbage paying citizen gets 2 Free 
Appliance Stickers before paying for extra ones.

Computer Monitors and Televisions 
require a special $100 sticker each.

Stickers available at City Hall, 
200 1st Ave. W., 

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 Have them at the curb by 7 a.m. 

on your regular garbage day.

Healthcare helper visits library
The Lake Mills Library has continued its Community Helper of the Week program, inviting those 
that serve the community to speak to and share acitivities with the “Little Learners” program. 
That included a recent visit from nurse practitioner Jennie Knudtson. Nurse Jennie talked about 
her job and gave some daily ways to help promote health and well-being. She also talked about 
what happens during an office visit and showed some of the tools used to check them out to 
make sure they’re healthy. The kids tried some of the tools, tried on gloves and masks and 
checked on the adults that accompanied them to the library.

641-585-5555 

57,085 miles, EcoBoost 2.0L Turbo, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$23,840

Ben’s Weekly 
Specials

2024 Ford Maverick2024 Ford Edge

Ben’s 
Special Price

26,760 miles, 3.0L V6 DOHC 24V, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$42,489Ben’s 
Special Price

84,515 miles, 3.5L V6 Turbo, 
Auto 4WD/AWD

$32,161Ben’s 
Special Price

33,995 miles, EcoBoost 2.0L Turbo, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$30,923Ben’s 
Special Price

www.forestcityford.com

2023 Ford Explorer 2020 Ford F150 
Crew Cab

"Where Customers Send Their Friends"

745 Hwy. 69 N.
Forest City

Lake Mills Graduation
Open House

Announcements 

801 Central Avenue, Northwood

~ Deadline Friday, May 1 
Published Wednesday, May 6

~ Deadline Friday, May 8 
Published Wednesday, May 13 

Email: anchor1@nwdanchor.com  
Call 641-324-1051

$32
Let everyone know when 
your 2026 graduate will 

be celebrating!

Jasmine Schwartz, 
a student at Lake Mills 
School, was recognized by 
Gov. Kim Reynolds and Lt. 
Governor Chris Cournoyer 
for outstanding academic 
achievement at the 24th 
Annual Governor’s Scholar 
Recognition Ceremony on 
April 26 at the Iowa Events 
Center in Des Moines.

The statewide program, 
sponsored by the Iowa Gov-
ernor’s Office, Iowa High 
School Athletic Association 
(IHSAA) and its title spon-
sor the Iowa Farm Bureau 
Federation (IFBF), honored 
429 high school seniors 
from across Iowa.

“Supporting Iowa youth 
and their education is a 
pillar of Iowa Farm Bu-
reau, and we’re proud of 
our long history of support-
ing students in their edu-
cational journey knowing 
they represent the leaders 
of tomorrow,” said IFBF 
President Brent Johnson.  
“From providing more than 
a half-million dollars in col-
lege scholarships annually 
to our long-time title spon-
sorship of the Annual Gov-
ernor’s Scholar Recognition 
Ceremony, we’re honored to 
recognize and celebrate the 
achievements of Iowa’s out-
standing students.” 

Each high school was in-
vited to select a senior stu-
dent with the highest aca-
demic ranking.  Students 
selected for the award also 

had the opportunity to rec-
ognize their favorite/most 
influential teacher and will 
receive a photo plaque of 
their meeting with Gover-
nor Reynolds and Lt. Gov-
ernor Cournoyer.

"The principles learned 
through academic suc-
cess, like those learned 
from participation in ed-
ucation-based activities, 
help develop outstanding 
leaders and citizens," said 
IHSAA Executive Director 
Tom Keating.  "The part-
nership between the IHSAA 

and the Iowa Farm Bureau, 
along with the great coop-
eration of the Governor’s 
Office has made this event 
possible for many years."

Ninety-eight percent of 
those recognized partic-
ipate in extra-curricular 
school activities, with more 
than 80 percent participat-
ing in at least one inter-
scholastic sport.  More than 
68 percent of the group plan 
to continue their education 
in Iowa.

Schwartz recognized by Governor 
Reynolds for academic excellence

LT. GOVERNOR CHRIS COURNOYER, JASMINE SCHWARTZ 
AND GOV. KIM REYNOLDS

Going with the 
wind
Students in the Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) class at 
Lake Mills took part in an ac-
tivity that combines science 
and math in April. With some 
art skills thrown in the mix the 
students made their own wind 
socks. Then they practiced 
measuring skills to create the 
length of streamers to catch 
a breeze on their wind socks.

The Lake Mills Public 
Library May calendar of 
events includes:

• May 6, 13, 20, 27 - 
Little Learners, 10:30 - 11 
a.m.

• May 6, 13, 20, 27 - AT-
LAS, 2:15 - 3:30 p.m.

• May 12, 26 - Book De-
livery for Homebound

• May 19 - Author Visit 
with James Kenyon a re-
tired veterinarian turned 
author/public speaker. The 
"Immigrant Next Door," 
4:30-5:30 p.m.

• May 21 - Silent Book 
Club, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

• May 29 - Lunch & 
Learn, Prairie Ridge Har-
ley Froning, prevention 
specialist, 10:30 - 11:30 
a.m.

Lake Mills Public Library May events

The City of Lake 
Mills will hold a spring 
clean up beginning this 
Saturday, May 9, and 
continuing Monday 
through Wednesday, 
May 11-13.

Clean up items may 
be taken to the location 
at 308 South Fourth 
Avenue West.

All appliances and brown 
goods (electronics) need to 
have a sticker on them. 
Each garbage paying house-
hold will be given two free 
stickers for appliances or 
brown goods, except for 
monitors and TVs. 
Computer monitors and 
televisions will require a 
special $100 sticker each. 
Stickers are only available 
at City Hall at 200 North 
First Ave. W. during normal 
business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

Anyone planning to bring 
appliances or brown goods 

to the disposal site will need 
to get stickers ahead of 
time. Additional stickers 
will cost $15 each.  Only 
empty, major appliances 
will be picked up at the curb 
on regular garbage pickup 
day. Those items are asked 
to be at the curb by 7 a.m. of 
regular garbage day.

No small items will be 
picked up at the curb. 
Anything at the curb, other 
than major appliances, 
must be in the City issued 
garbage container.

The City does not accept 
oil, paint, batteries, house-
hold chemicals, cleaners or 
tires.

Items need to be brought 

to 308 South 
Fourth Avenue 
West on Saturday, 
May 9, from 7 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. (or until 
full); and on 
Monday, May 11 - 
Wednesday, May 
13, from 7 a.m. - 7 
p.m. 

For those unable to haul 
large items to the site, 
arrangements for pick up 
may be made by calling City 
Hall at 592-3251, or the 
Director of Public Works at 
592-2441, prior to May 9.

Leaves and brush may 
also be brought to the dis-
posal site. Do not leave leaf 
bags or containers. If the 
gate is locked, individuals 
must wait until the next 
working day to unload.

Watch the Northwood 
Anchor for a clean-up date 
on a Saturday in the Fall.

Spring clean-up is for 
garbage paying Lake Mills 
residents only.

City of Lake Mills Spring 
clean up begins Saturday
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Subscribe to The Northwood Anchor for School Events and Activities!
Great way to get pictures for your childrens scrapbooks! A treasure they will have for a life time.

Stop by the Anchor or give us a call 641-324-1051 

THOFSON
PLUMBING, HEATING & 

COOLING

Full Service Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

Commercial, Residential 
& Remodeling

Tim Thofson
Bus.: 641-324-3253
Cell: 641-390-0864

2000 Central Ave. • Northwood, IA

Kirby Knudtson

641-324-9988

804 8th St. N., Northwood

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

Cory Marsh

Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (515) 528-7996
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (515) 528-7996

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 

Call 1-855-954-5087 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.
Miscellaneous
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hear-
ing aid with touchscreen controls. No 
tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-855-
304-1545

FOR RENT
FOR RENT:  Two bedroom 
apt. for rent in Northwood. 
$545 per month includes gas, 
water, oven, refrigerator & 
community laundry. Available 
in May. Call 641-390-1394.

15-tf TP

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Classified Display 50 Words or less $15; 

10¢ a word after 50  
(Minimum charge $15)

$6.80 per column inch; $1.50 Billing 
Charge; Phone 324-1051 

or by Deadline Noon on Fridays

THANKS
CARD OF THANKS: I want 
to thank everyone that attend-
ed my 90th Birthday Party. 
Thank you for all the great 
cards and the wonderful gifts. 
Also would like to thank my 
son and his wife for having 
the party - also Rhonda and 
Mark for the wonderful food. 
Also thank you Harris’s for my 
gift. Also Mary Low, the flow-
ers were beautiful as usual and 
thanks for my flowers. Also 
thanks to the Timbers, you did 
a great job.

Betty Kruger*
JOB OPENING 

Part-time City Maintenance Worker 
for Kensett, IA 

  Qualifications:
• Valid driver’s license required (CDL preferred or 

ability to obtain)
• Basic mechanical and maintenance skills
• Ability to operate equipment and perform 
   physical labor outdoors in various weather 
   conditions
• Reliable, team-oriented, and willing to learn

Salary depends on experience. 

  Responsibilities:
• Perform general maintenance and repairs on city 

streets, sidewalks, and facilities
• Assist with snow removal, mowing, and seasonal 

maintenance
• Operate and maintain city equipment 
   and vehicles
• Help maintain parks, grounds, and public spaces
• Respond to maintenance requests and assist with 

city projects

Pick up applications at 
Kensett City Clerk’s Office

or from kensettia.com website. 

Send to: Kensett City Clerk
P.O. Box 95  • Kensett, IA 50448 

Attn: Job App 
or email to: cityofkensett@wctatel.net 

Application deadline May 22, 2026 
Call 641-845-2388 with any questions. 

The City of Kensett, IA is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Ditch Spraying 

NOTICE
The Worth County Weed Commissioner /  
Secondary Roads Department are about to  
begin spraying road ditches. You MUST  
contact the Worth County Engineer’s Office and 
fill out the required paperwork if there are any 
areas that you do not want sprayed. A special  
color-coded and labeled flag is available at  
the office to mark your areas. If you have these 
flags from previous years, you may re-use them, 
but you will still need to make sure you are  
registered for the program. Replacement flags 
are also available. 

For registration paperwork, 
details or more information, please 

contact Mike at 641-390-0268
See Our Inventory at findcars.com 

507-448-3302
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

2025 Chevy Blazer 2LT AWD, 24k.................................................................... $29,900
2025 Mazda CX-50 Preferred AWD, 37k.......................................................... $25,900
2024 Honda CRV Hybrid Sport AWD, 81k....................................................... $28,900
2022 Ford Edge SEL AWD, 60k........................................................................ $22,900
2020 Buick Envision Premium AWD, 63k....................................................... $18,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab RWD, 101k........................................................... $15,900
2019 Ford EcoSport SE AWD, 57k.................................................................. $12,900
2018 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L, 87k............................................................ $17,900
2017 Buick Lacrosse Essence, 50k................................................................ $21,900
2017 Chrysler Pacifica Touring-L, 78k............................................................ $16,900
2017 Chrysler Pacifica, 65k............................................................................. $15,900
2017 Chevy Impala LT, 161k............................................................................... $7,995
2016 Toyota Highlander Ltd AWD, 100k......................................................... $22,900
2016 Honda Pilot EX-L AWD, 92k.................................................................... $18,900
2016 Toyota Prius V, 77k.................................................................................. $16,900
2016 GMC Terrain SLT AWD, 87k.................................................................... $15,900
2015 RAM Sport 4x4, 113k............................................................................... $18,900
2015 Honda Odyssey EX-L, 104k.................................................................... $16,900
2015 Chrysler Town & Country, 104k.............................................................. $12,900
2014 Chrylser Town & Country Ltd, 112k........................................................$11,900
2014 Buick Encore Leather AWD, 91k............................................................ $10,900
2014 GMC Terrain SLT-2 AWD, 90k................................................................. $10,900
2014 Buick Lacrosse Leather, 107k.................................................................. $9,995
2014 Subaru Forester, 106k............................................................................. $10,900
2013 Lexus RX 350 AWD, 135k........................................................................ $15,900
2013 Lexus RX 350 AWD, 101k........................................................................ $16,900
2013 Buick Lacrosse Leather, 100k.................................................................. $9,995
2012 Toyota RAV4 AWD, 108k......................................................................... $12,900
2011 Chevy Impala LT, 101k............................................................................... $8,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL, 99k................................................................................ $8,995
2011 Buick Lucerne CXL, 117k.......................................................................... $7,995
2008 Honda Odyssey EX-L, 119k.....................................................................$11,900
2008 Honda CRV EX-L AWD, 113k....................................................................$11,900
2008 Pontiac Solstice C/V, 76k.......................................................................... $8,995
2006 Toyota Avalon, 84k.................................................................................... $8,995
2005 Buick LeSabre Custom, 83k..................................................................... $9,995
2005 Chevy 2500HD Reg. Cab W/T, 214k.......................................................... $6,995

By Julie Salisbury
The Northwood-Kensett 

boys track team traveled to 
Garner on Tuesday, April 
28, for the Cardinal Relays 
and finished in 10th place 
with 11 points.

Ethan Franck was 12th 
in the 100-meter dash with 
a time of 12.47 and Keenan 
Davidson-Jacobs was 20th 
with a time of 13.61.

Aydan Schutz was 22nd 
in the 200-meter dash with 
a time of 28.17.

In the 400-meter dash, 
Tucker Duvall was 18th 
with a time of 1:02.93 and 
Zach Heiken was 20th with 
a time of 1:04.61.

Carson Tufte placed sev-
enth in the 400-meter hur-
dles with a time of 1:05.10.

Dagen Peterson was 
10th in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:21.27 and 
Landen Nelson was 12th 
with a time of 2:24.57.

Heiken was 13th in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:29.80.

The sprint medley re-
lay team of Henry Han-
son, Franck, Gabe Ale-
man and Alec Ducommun 
placed eighth with a time of 
1:47.49.

The distance medley 
team of Aleman, Schutz, 
Ducommun and Hayzin Ja-
cobson placed seventh with 
a time of 4:15.32.

The 4x100 relay team of 
Jacobson, Brady Tufte, Ale-
man and Franck finished 
ninth with a time of 49.72.

The 4x200 relay team 

of Hanson, Weston Heims, 
Kolton Robinson and 
Franck placed eighth with 
a time of 1:42.46.

The shuttle hurdle re-
lay team of B. Tufte, Han-
son, Heims and Robinson 
placed eighth with a time of 
1:14.76.

The 4x400 relay team of 
Ducommun, Heims, Nelson 
and Peterson placed sev-
enth with a time of 4:01.85.

The 4x800 relay team of 
Heiken, C. Tufte, Nelson 
and Peterson placed fourth 
with a time of 9:14.92.

Max Johnson placed 
eighth in the discus with a 
throw of 104-08 and Alex 
Tiedeman was 13th with a 
throw of 92-03.

Jacobson placed eighth 
in the long jump with a 
distance of 17-00.50 and 
Hanson was ninth with a 
distance of 16-06.50.

Tiedemann was 15th in 
the shotput with a throw of 
34-03.75 and Johnson was 
19th with a throw of 29-
05.00

On Thursday, April 30, 
the team traveled to North 
Union for the John Larson 
Relays and finished fifth 
with 83 points.

In the 100-meter dash 
Davidson-Jacobs was ninth 
with a time of 13.66 and 
Kale Bode was 10th with a 
time of 14.31.

Schutz finished ninth in 
the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 27.76 and Duvall 
was 11th with a time of 
29.45.

Duvall placed seventh in 
the 400-meter run with a 
time of 1:03.15.

In the 800-meter run, 
Peterson placed sixth with 
a time of 2:22.43 and Pen-
fold was 10th with a time of 
3:16.76.

Heiken placed third in 
the 1600-meter run with a 
time of 5:14.84 and Penfold 
was ninth with a time of 
7:20.11.

Robinson placed second 

in the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of 17.16.

The 4x100 relay team of 
Tiedemann, Aleman, Nel-
son and Franck placed fifth 
with a time of 48.66.

The 4x200 relay team 
of Heims, Aleman, Nelson 
and Franck placed fourth 
with a time of 1:41.93.

The 4x400 relay team of 
C. Tufte, Ducommun, Han-
son and Peterson placed 
third with a time of 3:49.57.

The 4x800 relay team of 
C. Tufte, Nelson, Heiken 
and Peterson placed second 
with a time of 9:12.43.

The sprint medley team 
of Franck, Jacobson, Ale-
man and Ducommun 
placed fourth with a time of 
1:47.99.

The distance med-
ley team of Ducommun, 
Schutz, Jacobson and C. 
Tufte placed third with a 
time of 4:15.44.

The shuttle hurdle re-
lay team of B. Tufte, Han-
son, Heims, and Robinson 
placed second with a time 
of 1:08.54.

Jacobson placed fourth 
in the long jump with a dis-
tance of 17-04.50 and Han-
son placed fifth with a dis-
tance of 17-01.50.

Tiedemann placed fifth 
in the shotput with a throw 
of 35-06.00 and Johnson 
placed seventh with a dis-
tance of 30-03.50.

N-K boys track runs on the road

Viking Landen Nelson takes the baton from Carson Tufte 
during a relay race on Tuesday in Garner.

Viking Brady Tufte clears a hurdle during Tuesday's shuttle hur-
dle relay in Garner.
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New Kioti CS2520
25hp Diesel, 2 Range Hydro, MFWD, 

3pt, 540 pto, R14 Tires, 
SL2420 loader with QA bucket, 

SM2460 60” mid mower

New Altoz TRX766I
38.5hp Kawasaki EFI, 66” finish cut 
deck, Hydro-Gear ZT-5400 High/Low 

Transmission,  Turf Tracks

New Altoz TRX561
29.5hp Kawasaki EFI engine, 61” 

finish cut deck, Hydro-Gear ZT-4400 
Transmission, Torqflex  

Front Suspension

New 2026 Altoz 
TFX766I

Kawasaki EFI 38.5 hp, 66” HV 
All-Terrain Rear Discharge Deck, 

All-Terrain Terraflex Tracks, TRI-Axis 
Front Suspension

New 
CL Fab 

Dominator 
Tree Puller
Jaws open 60” 

wide, 2 Cylinders, 1” Thick jaws, with 
Removable bolt on Root Rippers, 

31” Tall Guard 3/8” thick

New Altoz XP610SSI
Kawasaki EFI 34.5 hp, 61” Finish Cut 

Aero Deck, Hydro-Gear ZT-4400 
Transmission, Tri-Axis Front Suspension

$23,000

$26,000 $15,000 $4,400

1 MAPLE ST. • KENSETT, IA 50448 • 641-845-2199

Amazing Spring Sales

D&L EQUIPMENT

$19,700$21,700
or Free Loader 

Discount 
$18,000

Viking Kinley Stambaugh tees off during Tuesday's meet at 
Ridge Stone Golf Course in Sheffield.

Viking Caden Helgeson tees of during Tuesday's meet in Elma, 
he went on to earn medalist honors.

By Troy Einertson
N-K girls track coach

We are getting down to 
the last couple weeks of our 
season, and as a coach this 
is really the most stressful 
time of the year. Lineup 
changes, split times, weath-
er and workout load are just 
a few of the things that I 
think about on a daily basis. 

The number one stress 
that always goes through 
my mind is, “Have I put all 
of my girls in the position to 
succeed in any of the races I 
put them in?” 

That is why I like to go 
to the South Hamilton meet 
every year. It is a long drive 
for us, but we get to run 
against a lot of tough com-
petition and the kids all get 
the chance to ease my stress 
a little by showing what 
they can do against these 
schools. We also always get 
nice weather, so that is a 
bonus as well! 

This year was no differ-
ent, it was a little cool, but I 
will take cold weather over 
hot weather any day! 

We once again started 
our meet off with the 3000 
with Ivy and Merrin. This 
was the last time they were 
going to run this race be-
fore districts, so we had a 
lot of discussion on what we 
wanted to do in this race. 

Ivy led from the start 
and I knew we were in a 
good spot when she start-
ed clicking off 1:30 400s. 
This put her on pace for our 
pace time of 11:13, which is 
our school record. Ivy came 
around the last turn, and 
she could see their ginor-
mous jumbo tron and she 
let it loose. She finished 
first with a time of 11:10.69 
and set the school record 
that had been on the board 
since 1990. 

Merrin also had a huge 
race for us. She had a goal 
time of 12:30, and just like 

Ivy, she was clicking along 
at a great pace. She came 
through her first 1500 in a 
crazy fast 6:05 and I knew 
if she could just hold on 
she would hit her time. She 
opened it up in the last 200, 
and was running stride for 
stride with another runner, 
and pulled away in the last 
100 to finish 6th in a time 
of 12:28.10. For Merrin, this 
was a PR of over 50 seconds, 
and as I was running over to 
congratulate both of them, I 
lost my stopwatch on this 
sprint, I could not believe 
what I just witnessed from 
both of them. 

The stress was gone, for 
a while anyway, and it re-
assured me that the hard 
work was paying off! Break-
ing a 36 year old record, and 
PRing by 52 seconds is real-
ly the best way to start out 
any meet! 

The girls kept it rolling 
as the meet went on as Ivy 
also won the 800, and our 
shuttle hurdle team contin-
ued to run great as they fin-
ished second. Merrin came 
back in the 1500 and picked 
up a 5th place finish, while 
Mia and True finished 4th 
and 6th in the 100 meter 
hurdles. 

Taryn Jackson also con-
tinued to impress everyone 
by throwing 30-00 feet in 
the shot, and placing sec-
ond! 

Finally, our 4x400 team 
of Anna, Maggie, Maddie 
and Ivy turned in our best 
time of the year by running 
4:42 and finishing 4th. We 
were in the slow heat, and 
ended up winning our heat 
by over 100 meters, and it 
would have been cool to see 
how fast we really could 
have gone if we had some-
one to run with. 

Overall, we learned a 
lot from this meet, and the 
girls really did a great job.

On Thursday of last week 

we traveled to Armstrong to 
run in the John Larson Re-
lays. 

Now North Union is an-
other long drive for us, but 
again this is a very good 
meet to run in because we 
get to see a lot of teams we 
do not get to run against 
very often. 

The wind always blows 
in Armstrong, and boy did 
it blow during this meet. As 
our 800 runners were lining 
up to run, they were liter-
ally blown off the track by 
a 40 mile per hour gust of 
wind. It didn’t let up during 
the race either, so again, 
the wind was a factor in all 
of our races. 

Every meet we go to there 
are a lot of things that we 
are working on, the main fo-
cus of this meet was getting 
everyone ready for our con-
ference race on Thursday. 
The girls were put in differ-
ent events to see what they 
could do, and boy did they 
surprise me! 

One of the girls who has 
been coming along nicely 
this year is Anna Block. She 
was a sprinter last year, but 
when we ran a mile at the 
beginning of the year, she 
showed me what a fierce 
competitor she was, and I 
knew from that moment 
she was going to be able to 
run a nice 800. 

It takes a while to de-
velop into a mid distance 
runner, and there is a lot of 
work that goes into it. Anna 
has never complained, she 
is always smiling and she 
always finishes her workout 
in a positive way. She start-
ed showing little glimpses 
of her talent last week, but 
she let it all out in a cou-
ple of shining moments at 
North Union. 

First, she brought us 
from way back in the 4x800 
by running her fastest split 
of the year. She ran 2:48 

and helped the team to 
a 3rd place finish. If she 
would have had another 
30 meters, she would have 
caught the girl who finished 
2nd. 

Then in the 4x400, again 
we were way back when she 
got the stick. She ran a huge 
split for us and again caught 
up to the girl in front of her. 
This time she would not be 
denied. She passed the girl 
at the finish line helping us 
to a 4th place finish. 

Kids like Anna make 
track and field even better 
because of how hard they 
work, and their willingness 
to sacrifice for the team. 
She could have balked at 
running the 800, but in-
stead she decided to em-
brace it and is now our #2 
800 on the team! 

Also having good nights 
for us were Ivy Urbatsch, 
who won the 800 and placed 
third in the 1500. 

Our shuttle hurdle team 
picked up a huge win in the 
shuttle, while our 4 x 100 
team of Lexi, Mia, Ashlyn 
and Hixton ran their best 
time of the year for a 3rd 
place finish. 

True and Mia ran well in 
the 100 hurdles placing 5th 
and 6th respectively while 
Maddie and Anna placed 
3rd and 4th for some need-
ed points in the 400. 

Finally our 4 x 200 con-
tinues to improve every 
meet. The team of Kenly, 
Lexi, Chloe and Hixton ran 
a time of 2:08, which was 
also good for another 4th 
place finish. 

Speaking of the 200, So-
phie Rye continues to have 
a great year for us. She is a 
lot like Anna, and will run 
whatever you tell her too. 
We put her in the open 200 
to see what she could do, 
and she ran a tough race 
into the wind and picked up 

a 5th place finish for us. 
As a team, we finished 

2nd to Algona Garrigan 
with 120 points. 

We didn’t go into this 
meet trying to score a lot 
because we just wanted to 
see a couple things from the 
girls. Well we ended up see-
ing a lot, and to finish sec-
ond is a huge testament to 
what kind of girls we have 
running for us. I couldn’t be 
more proud of them! 

That concludes our April 
schedule, now it is on to 
championship season. The 
next two weeks are huge for 
us, and if you want to see 
some amazing talent, come 
to the Top of Iowa Confer-
ence Meet that will be held 
in Northwood on Thursday. 
Some of the top kids in the 
state will all be toeing the 
line looking for that con-
ference championship! Our 
girls will be ready!

Viking girls at South Hamilton and North Union

Ivy Urbatsch and Merrin Hanson after their record breaking 
3000. School record for Ivy and a 52 second PR for Merrin.

Taryn Jackson and Anna 
Block reaffirming That there 
is a pot of gold under each 
rainbow.

By Julie Salisbury
Viking Caden Helgeson 

continues to be a consistent 
top golfer as the season 
goes on.  On Tuesday, April 
28, Helgeson earned med-
alist honors at Ridge Stone 
Golf Course in Sheffield 
with a round of 38, edging 
out Chase Haugen of St. 
Ansgar by one stroke.

Viking Bowman Behne 
was fourth with a 42 and 
Tyce Helgeson was 12th 
with a 47. Caysen Chodur 
was 14th with a 50 and 
Weston Willand was 17th 
with a 59.

St. Ansgar won the team 
title with a score of 170, 
West Fork was second with 
a 174 and Northwood fin-
ished third with a 177.

Leading the girls was 
Kinley Stambaught who 
was third with a 51, just 
one stroke from being the 
runner-up medalist.  Quinn 
Schroeder finished 13th 
with a 70 and Hallie Han-
son was 14th with a 73.

On Friday, May 1, the 
Vikings traveled to Mason 
City to golf at Highland 
Golf Course.

Stambaugh finished 
eighth overall with a score 
of 48. Hanson finished 18th 
with her best score of the 
season, a 58, and Schroeder 
was 20th with her personal 
best score, a 62.

No boys scores were 
available at the time of this 
story.

Caden Helgeson 
continues to lead 
the Vikings
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