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The Week’s
WEATHER

From
National Weather Service

information
Date	 Hi	       Lo	 Prec.
Mon. May 4	 72	 44		
Tues. May 5	 55	 34	
Wed. May 6	 52	 30		
Thurs. May 7	 62	 31		
Fri. May 8	 74	 33	
Sat. May 9	 65	 41
Sun. May 10	 69	 32	

Community 
blood drive 
tomorrow

Northwood-Kensett 
High School students and 
the Northwood Lions are 
joining together with 
LifeServe Blood Center of 
Mason City in sponsoring 
a blood drive tomorrow, 
Thursday, May 14, at the 
Worth County Fairgrounds 
Community Room from 
1-5:30 p.m.

LifeServe provides blood 
for MercyOne of Mason 
City, along with the rest of 
Iowa; Nebraska and South 
Dakota.

Donors may schedule an 
appointment by calling 
either 1-515-815-7242 or 
800-287-4903 or online at 
lifeservebloodcenter.org. 

Donors may also call 
locally to Bob Perry at 
641-324-2252. 

“Everyone is encour-
aged to give lifesaving 
blood whether you sched-
ule an appointment or 
simply ‘walk in’ and 
donate. Be a first time 
donor, it is not difficult.”

Help asked to 
place flags at 
cemetery

With Memorial Day on 
the way, local veterans 
and volunteers will once 
again help prepare the 
Sunset Rest Cemetery, but 
they are asking for help.

Those that are able to 
help place the flags along 
the paths are asked to 
come to the cemetery at 9 
a.m. on Monday, May 18.

Joining their classmates in commencement festivities this Sunday are 2026 graduates Miley White, Taylor Foss, Collin Houg 
and Aiden Moretz, as they prepare to walk out the doors of the Northwood-Kensett High school for the last time as students.

This Sunday, the 41  
members of the Northwood-
Kensett class of 2026 will 
celebrate their graduation.

N-K’s commencement 
ceremony will be held this 
Sunday, May 17, at 1 p.m. 
in the N-KHS gymnasium.

The class flower is the 
white rose. The class song is 
“Daylight” by Maroon 5. 
The class quote is: “I might 

not know who I was yester-
day, or who I’m going to be 
tomorrow, but I know who I 
am right now.” – Sabrina 
Carpenter.

The ceremony will 
include the announcement 
of academic honors. The 
presentation of scholarships 
will also take place, includ-
ing the WCDA and those 
recognized with local schol-

arship foundation awards.
High school principal 

Keith Fritz will present the 
graduates, who will be 
accepted with the awarded 
diplomas by members of the 
board of education.

Northwood-Kensett 
Class of 2026

Bowan Jay Behne
Kenedie Claire Berry

Alex Cooper Bewley
Jackie LuAnn Budish
Sophia Charlotte Butler
Quinton James Butler
Brady Adams Christianson
Ayden Logan Clark
Annalisa Grace Coyle
Caden Joseph Davidson-

Jacobs
Jace Allen Delle
Alec Fritz Ducommun

Graduation, see Page 2

Northwood-Kensett High School 
Class of 2026 graduates this Sunday

An annual tradition 
included a unique honor 
this year for a retired N-K 
teacher, veteran and Twins 
fan.

For the past three or four 
years, Mike Reindl, wife 
Barb and a group of friends 
has traveled to Target Field 
to enjoy a Twins game 
together.

This year, as Reindl was 
arranging the group outing, 
he asked about taking part 
in the Target Field Armed 
Forces Flag Raising 
Program.

The program was created 
in 2010, and invites those 
veterans or active duty mil-
itary members to take part 

in the raising of the 
American flag during the 
National Anthem before 
each game. The program 
was designed to recognize 
veterans like Reindl.

Reindl enlisted in the Air 
Force in 1984, serving as a 
fuels specialist in the 8th 
Air Force at Barksdale 
AFB. His service included 

Reindl, see Page 2

Reindl recognized for service 
during flag raising at Target Field

Veteran Mike Reindl as he appeared on the screens at Target 
Field.

On Tuesday, June 2, 
Iowa voters will choose who 
will represent the 
Democratic and Republican 
parties in the November 
general election. Absentee 
voting in person at audi-

tor’s offices began on May 
13.

Offices on primary elec-
tions include national, state 
and county elected offices.

County offices that will 
appear on primary election 

ballots include the attor-
ney, recorder, treasurer 
and supervisors from 
District 1 and District 3.

The attorney position 
will change following this 
year’s election. The position 

will be full time starting 
with the term that begins 
in January 2027. That 
means the attorney will 
only work for Worth County 
and can not have private 
clients.

Filing to be the party 
candidates for county attor-
ney were incumbent attor-
ney Jeffrey H. Greve, for 
the Republican nomination, 
and Dexter Banks, 

Primary, see Page 2

Primary absentee voting begins June 2

A part of a tour support-
ing military families will 
travel through Worth 
County on this Saturday, 
May 16.

The Patriot Tour is 
bringing one flag to every 
state over the course of 
115 days, the 17th year of 
the event.

The tour raises funds to 

veterans struggling to 
support their families.

The tour will arrive in 
the area on Friday, May 
15, with a send off party in 
Glenville, at American 
Legion Post #264, with 
live bands and food and 
drink.

A starting ceremony for 
Patriotic, see Page 2

With Independence 
Day on the way, organiz-
ers are currently prepar-
ing for and collection 
donations for the annual 
fireworks display. And 
organizers are also shar-
ing their appreciation for 
another longtime fire-
works organizer and 
fundraiser who passed 
last year.

This year’s fireworks 
supporters are recogniz-
ing the contributions of 
Dave Tenold, who helped 
make the fireworks in 
Northwood possible for 
many years. That includ-

ed his time as a firefight-
er and later as a member 
of the Ol’ Crackers, a 
group of former firefight-
ers that helped organize 
and raise funds for the 
annual display. Tenold 
died in December.

Those interested in 
contributing to the fire-
works fund drive may 
drop off cans in the recep-
tacle located underneath 
the water tower in down-
town Northwood. The 
cans are redeemed and 
funds are used to help 
purchase the fireworks 
each year.

Fireworks 
fundraising begins

At their regular meeting 
on April 27, the Worth 
County supervisors received 
an update on county road 
and project plans from 
county engineer Rich 
Brumm.

At the meeting, Brumm 
presented and discussed 
reports that the County 
submits to the Iowa 
Department  o f 
Transportation annually.

Amongst the reports is a 
five-year plan for road and 
bridge projects in the coun-
ty.

The report shows proj-
ects that the County may 
pursue, based on funding 
availability and conditions 
of roads at the time the plan 
was prepared.

The five year program 
shows projects in the year 
they are planned and fund-

ing from three sources, 
including local dollars, farm 
to market road funds and 
federal aid.

In the fiscal year that 
ends in 2027, The County 
has four projects currently 
planned.

That includes asphalt 
paving for 3.8 miles on 
Partridge Avenue from 
Highway 105 to 510th 
Street. The DOT program 

shows $1 million in farm to 
market funds for the proj-
ect. A portion of the road-
way is in the Northwood 
city limits and the County 
and City have discussed 
saving in the road repairs 
by pursuing the repairs 
together.

Also in 2027 would be a 
bridge on 380th Street over 
Beaver Creek, east of Olive 

Roads, see Page 2

County road projects plans discussed

The Northwood-Kensett 
Athletic Hall of Fame will 
host its inaugural fundrais-
er and silent auction on 
July 2, at Worth Brewing 
Company in Northwood. 
The event will help kick off 
the community’s July 4th 
festivities, with all proceeds 
supporting ongoing Hall of 
Fame programming and 
recognition efforts.

The evening will feature 
a wide range of silent auc-
tion items, including pro-
fessional and collegiate 
memorabilia from the 
Minnesota Twins, 
Minnesota Vikings, Iowa 
Hawkeyes, Iowa State 
Cyclones and UNI Panthers. 
Attendees will also have 
the opportunity to bid on 
game used Northwood-
Kensett gear, including 
autographed keepsakes 
from N-K Hall of Fame 
members, along with sever-
al other “tasty” auction 
items.

Festivities begin at 5 
p.m., highlighted by appear-
ances from Celebrity 
Bartenders, with the silent 
auction scheduled to close 
at 8 p.m.

Those that are unable to 
attend but still wish to 

Hall of Fame, see Page 2

N-K Athletic 
Hall of Fame 
events set 
for July 2



Democratic Party candi-
date.

Filing to appear on bal-
lots to be the Republican 
party candidate for county 
recorder was Jolene Hickle.

Filing to be the 
Republican party candidate 
for treasurer was incum-
bent Jake Hanson.

Filing to appear as the 
Republican candidate for 
District 1 supervisor was 
Marena Henkle.

Running to appear as the 
Republican candidate for 
District 3 supervisor were 
Mike Hanson and Gary 
Hengesteg.

In addition to county 
positions, appearing on pri-
mary ballots will be state 
elected offices.

Running for the 
Republican nomination for 
Governor are Eddie 
Andrews, Randy Feenstra, 
Zach Lahn, Brad Sherman 
and Adam Steen. Running 
unopposed for the 
Democratic nomination is 
Rob Sand.

Running unopposed for 
their party’s nomination for 
Secretary of State are 
incumbent Republican Paul 
D. Pate and Democrat Ryan 
Peterman.

Running for their party 
nominations for Auditor of 
State are Republicans Chris 
Cournoyer and Abigail 
Maas. Running for the 
Democratic nomination is 
Taylor Wettach.

Running unopposed for 
their party’s nominations 
for Treasurer of State are 
incumbent Republican Roby 
Smith and Democrat John 
Norwood.

Running unopposed for 
their party nominations for 
Secretary of Agriculture are 
incumbent Republican Mike 
Naig and Democrat Chris 
Jones.

Running unopposed for 
Iowa Attorney General are 
incumbent Republican 
Brenna Bird and Democrat 
Nate Willems.

One State legislative race 
will be on ballots represent-
ing Worth County.

Running for the 
Republican nomination for 
House District 60 are incum-
bent Jane Bloomingdale 
and Dani Ollenburg. 
Running for the Democratic 
nomination is Alexander 
Schmidt.

Appearing on primary 
ballots for U.S. Senator 
from Iowa are Republican 

candidates Jim Carlin and 
Ashley Hinson. Running for 
the Democratic nomination 
are Josh Turek and Zach 
Wahls.

Running for U.S. 
Representative from Iowa’s 
District 2, including Worth 
County, are, for the 
Republican nomination, 
Charlie McClintock and Joe 
Mitchell. Running for the 
Democratic nomination are 
Lindsay James, Clint 
Twedt-Ball and Kathy 
Dolter.

Absentee ballot requests 
for the primary election may 
currently be submitted. 
Absentee ballots may be 
voted in the auditor’s office 
starting today, May 13.

The deadline to pre-regis-
ter to vote for the primary 
election is 5 p.m. this 
Monday, May 18. Those that 
have voted recently are 
most likely already regis-
tered.

Mailed registration forms 
postmarked on or before 

Monday, May 18, are con-
sidered on time even if they 
are received after 5 p.m. 

May 18 is the last day to 
request an absentee ballot 
by mail.

June 1 is the last day to 
request and vote an absen-
tee ballot in person. In per-
son absentee voting contin-
ues at the auditor’s office 
until 4 p.m. that day. 

The primary election will 
take place on Tuesday, June 
2. Polling places will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The deadline for the polit-
ical parties to pick candi-
dates for county offices with 
no candidate in the primary 
is June 2. That is the dead-
line for candidates repre-
senting other political par-
ties and independent candi-
dates with no party affilia-
tion.

That is also the deadline 
for those that want to 
appear on general election 
ballots for non-partisan 
office.

deployments at Anderson 
Air Force Base in Guam, 
Ramstein Air Force Base in 
Germany, Hickam Air 
Force Base in Hawaii and 
Al Udeid Air Force Base 
Doha Qatar.

After completing his 
enlistment he joined the 
Minnesota Air National 
Guard in 1988. 

Mike finished his career 
in 2011 after 27 years of 
service, having received the 
War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Outstanding 
Volunteer Service Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal, 
Air Force Commendation 
Medal and Air Force 
Achievement Medal.

Reindl was also a special 
education teacher for 35 
years, including 30 years at 
Northwood-Kensett.

While he was booking 
the suite for the annual 
gathering of friends, Reindl 
asked about the program 
and was told that it was 
separate from the ticket 

sales department, and he 
didn’t pursue it further.

Then, two weeks later he 
received a call, asking if he 
would be the veteran recog-
nized at the same game as 
the group outing, on April 
17.

In addition to the usual 
group of friends, Reindl 
was able to invite his dad, 
Orlyn, also a veteran, and 
mother Sarah to join him 
on the day.

They rented a bus and 
made their way to the once 
in a lifetime experience.

About half an hour 
before game time, Reindl, 
family and friends, includ-
ing wife Barb, his parents 
and  Ron and Mary Dodd, 
Troy and Dawn Bachtle, 
Mike and Wendy Weisert, 
Bob and Mary Weisert, 
Rich and Melinda Navarro 
and Tim and Ranye 
Johnson,  were escorted to 
the flag area.

With Mike, Barb, Orlyn 
and Sarah standing in line, 

holding the flag, the 
announcer read the details 
of Mike’s service, as his 
smiling face appeared on 
the big screens throughout 
the stadium. The crowd 
rose, cheered and applaud-
ed him as he took in the 
moment.

As elementary and junior 
high choir students from a 
Twin Cities area school 
sang the National Anthem, 
Mike turned the handle to 

raise the flag for the game.
“It was a lot more than I 

expected it to be,” Mike 
said. “I could have never 
imagined the pride and the 
thanks that I felt in the 
moment, especially with 
Dad and every else there 
too. It was just an awesome 
thing. It was definitely 
something crossed off my 
bucket list.”
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Good through May 31, 2026

Any Single Topping Pizza 
for $14.99 in Kensett 

8 pc. Chicken + Order 
of Wedges $16.50 

in Northwood

May SPECIALS

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.”

641-845-2033

We carry Premium 91 Octane Gas

Store open 7 days a week!
until 9 p.m.

Genuine Broaster Chicken 
available at Kensett & 
Northwood Locations

In Northwood
641-323-7555

Hall of Fame
Cont. from Page 1

donate, may contact Chuck 
Alexander at 952-221-8315 
or alexandr82@charter.net, 

or reach out to any member 
of the N-K Hall of Fame 
Committee.

Taylan Kaye-Katherine 
Enlow

Madison Marie Lynn 
Espinosa

Taylor Rae Foss
Iver Mathias Girouard
Kristin Lynn Hahn
Merrin Rose Hanson

Zachary George Heiken
Caden Andrew Helgeson
Collin Andrew Houg
Landon David Ingledue
Hayzin Noelan Jacobson
Isaac Samuel Ludington
Logan Ann Skye Manning
Aiden Jeffrey Moretz

Lexy Marie Mosher
Dagen Taylor Peterson
Lauren Renae Petznick
Camryn Jean Rheingans
Kolton Dale Robinson
Sophie Ellen Rye
Linca Adlin Scarlett III
Nolan Zane Severin

Gabriel Everett Thompson
Alexander Joseph 

Tiedemann
Emersyn Dustie Wahl
Miley Jo White
Weston David Willand
Cody Brock Wunderlich
Rebeka Zamudio

Primary
Cont. from Page 1

the tour’s path through 
southern Minnesota and 
northern Iowa will be held 
at Bergdale Harley 
Davidson at 10 a.m. this 
Saturday, May 16. The ride 
departs at 11 a.m.

The path will travel 
through Glenville, then to 
Lake Mills, Northwood and 
Manly on the way to Mason 
City for a flag-passing cere-
mony.

The ride is expected to be 
in Lake Mills between 
11:30-noon, Northwood 
between noon and 12:30 
p.m. and Manly between 
12:30-12:45 p.m.

A gathering of supporters 
waving and display flags is 
planned at the Manly sign 
near the pool.

More information is 
available online at www.
nationofpatriots.com.

Patriot
Cont. from Page 1

Avenue. The cost would be 
$350,000 in federal aid dol-
lars.

Another bridge project 
would be on 440th Street, 
over a drainage ditch east of 
Thrush Avenue.

Also planned for the year 
is a 11.6 mile asphalt project 
on Warbler Avenue from 
Highway 105 to Highway 9. 
The cost would be $2.8 mil-
lion, including $1.3 million in 
farm to market dollars and 
$1.5 million in federal aid.

In the fiscal year that ends 
in 2028, there are five proj-
ects planned.

That includes a bridge 
project on Dogwood Avenue, 
over Winans Creek, north of 
400th Street.

The cost would be 
$704,000, including $141,000 
in farm to market and 
$563,000 in federal aid dol-
lars.

A road project would 
include 2.1 miles of asphalt 
paving on 365th Street west 
of Dogwood Avenue to 
Highway 9. The cost would be 
$700,000 in farm to market 
dollars.

A road project on 425th 
Street would include 1.6 
miles of asphalt paving from 
the Winnebago County line to 
Aspen Avenue. The cost 
would be $700,000 in farm to 
market funding.

Also in the fiscal year 2028 
would be a bridge project over 
a drainage ditch on Spruce 
Avenue south of Highway 
105. The cost would be 
$450,000 in federal aid.

Another bridge project 
would be on Dogwood Avenue 
over a stream south of 
Highway 105. The project 
would be for $200,000 in fed-
eral aid funds.

In the fiscal year that ends 
in 2029 there are five projects 
planned.

The largest of those is a 
concrete project on Highway 
105, for 9.43 miles from 
Northwood to the county line.

The project is estimated at 
$6 million in local dollars. 
The supervisors have dis-
cussed using TIF revenue to 
pay for the project. TIF would 
allow the County to borrow 

against future tax increases 
on property in the county, in 
this case primarily on wind 
turbines as they enter the tax 
roles.

Also in the fiscal year 2029 
would be a culvert on Orange 
Avenue over a drainage ditch 
north of Highway 105. The 
project would be $200,000 in 
local dollars.

A 1.6 mile paving project 
on Silver Lake Road between 
Finch Avenue and 
Wheelerwood Road would be 
$550,000 in local dollars.

A bridge project on Mallard 
Avenue over a drainage dis-
trict south of Highway 105 
would be $150,000 in federal 
aid dollars.

A bridge replacement over 
Beaver Creek on Balsam 
Avenue north of Highway 9 
would be $500,000 in federal 
aid and related programs.

Two projects are in the 
program for the fiscal year 
that ends in 2030.

That includes one mile of 
asphalt paving on Eagle 
Avenue from Highway 9 to 
340th Street.

A bridge replacement on 
495th Street over the Shell 
Rock River is planned at a 
cost of $900,000 in federal aid 
funding.

Two projects are planned 
in the fiscal year that ends in 
2031.

That includes 1.9 miles of 
asphalt paving on 
Wheelerwood Road from 
Highway 9 south. That would 
be at a cost of $600,000 in 
local dollars.

Also planned for 
Wheelerwood Road in that 
year would be 11.41 miles of 
asphalt paving from Highway 
9 to Highway 105. That would 
be completed at an estimated 
cost of $3.5 million in farm to 
market funds.

Over the course of five 
years the five year DOT pro-
gram calls for $20,134,000 in 
road and bridge project 
spending, including 
$5,963,200 in federal aid and 
programs, $7,340,8000 in 
farm to market funds, 
$7,730,000 in local dollars 
and $4,963,200 in federal aid 
funding.

Roads
Cont. from Page 1

Reindl
Cont. from Page 1
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641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas 
insurance needs 

since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

Iowa 4-H youth show-
cased their leadership, 
communication and college 
and career-readiness skills 
during the annual State 
4-H Recognition Day inter-
views in late March. 
Interviews were held in 
person at Iowa State 
University and virtually. 
This statewide event, held 
each spring, culminates the 
year’s recognition process.

Senior 4-H members in 
grades 9–12 apply to be 
selected for state and 
national leadership oppor-
tunities, trips and awards. 
During the event, Iowa 4-H 
members are selected and 
honored as State 4-H 
Council members, National 
4-H Conference delegates, 
National 4-H Congress del-
egates, Iowa 4-H Reporters 
and project area award 
recipients.

The event provides an 
avenue for youth to prac-
tice and develop leader-
ship, communications and 
college and career readi-
ness skills through hands-
on cover letter writing and 
interviewing activities.

“Our annual recognition 
program gives youth a 
meaningful way to reflect 
on their 4‑H experiences 
and present them in a pro-
fessional format,” said 
Megan Carlson, 4‑H youth 
program specialist with 
ISU Extension and 
Outreach. “Each year, 
young people from across 
Iowa demonstrate the 
depth of their 4‑H learning 

by preparing high‑quality 
résumés and cover letters 
reviewed by volunteers and 
industry partners. This 
experience not only show-
cases their growth but also 
reinforces lifelong skills 
that help them thrive in 
school, community roles 
and beyond.”

The State 4-H 
Recognition Day coordina-
tion team worked with 4-H 
volunteers to review writ-
ten applications and con-
duct panel interviews, 
delivering an engaging, 
skill-building experience 
for 4-H participants.

“I volunteer for [State 
Recognition Day] because I 
participated in the event 
when I was in 4-H, and it 
was a very impactful and 
valuable experience. I 
wanted to give back to the 
program that made me who 
I am today,” said Madi 
Ingebritson. “It felt very 
surreal to be on the other 
side of the interview, and I 
really enjoyed meeting the 
youth who will run the 
future.”

Sara Bryan, another vol-
unteer, added, “I’ve seen 
firsthand how programs 
like 4-H help young people 
discover confidence, 
responsibility, and a sense 
of purpose. Events like 
State Recognition Day cele-
brate not just achieve-
ments, but growth—giving 
youth the opportunity to be 
seen, encouraged and 
inspired to keep reaching 
higher.”

“State 4-H Recognition 
Day is an opportunity with 
endless possibilities. From 
trips to project-area 
awards, each opens the 
door to new connections 
that last a lifetime,” said 
Ady Petersen of Worth 
County. “I’ve also gained 
valuable life skills like 
interviewing tactics, pre-
paring cover letters and 
completing a resume. All of 
these things have helped 
me become more confident 
and beyond ready to make 
an impact in my communi-
ty.”

Awards are made possi-
ble by donors to the Iowa 
4-H Foundation. The event 
ran smoothly thanks to 
over 100 caring adult vol-
unteers across Iowa. They 
reviewed over 200 4-H 
award applications and 
interviewed the youth par-
ticipants.

“This hands-on learning 
opportunity helps youth 
see how their 4-H learning 
connects directly to their 
future,” said Erica Holliday, 
4-H youth program special-
ist. “Whether they’re pre-
paring for college applica-
tions or their first job, the 
process equips them with 
essential tools, such as 
resumes, cover letters and 
interview experience, that 
set them up for long-term 
success.”

Approximately half the 
participating youth were 
interviewed in person, 
while the rest chose to be 
interviewed virtually using 

video teleconference plat-
forms. 

The 2026 award winners 
include two from Worth 
County.

Layla Scarlett was 
named to the National 4-H 
Congress. The National 
4-H Congress provides 
youth with a week-long 
leadership experience in 
Atlanta, Georgia, focused 
on service, teamwork and 
developing skills for civic 
and community engage-
ment.

Adylyn Petersen was 
selcted for the State 4-H 
Council. The State 4-H 
Council members work 
directly with Iowa 4-H, rep-
resenting the program 
across the state. They also 
plan the annual Iowa 4-H 
Youth Conference held at 
the end of June, which 
hosts over 350 Iowa youth 
on the Iowa State 
University campus.

Petersen was also select-
ed as a Project Award win-
ner. Fifty youth were 
selected across the state to 
receive project area awards. 
These young people have 
demonstrated mastery, 
leadership, communication 
and service in a specific 
project area throughout 
their 4-H career. Winners 
will receive an Iowa 4-H 
Foundation cash award of 
$125, supported by project 
area award sponsors Glen 
and Mary Jo Mente. 
Peterson won a Project 
Award for Swine.

State 4-H Recognition Day highlights 
Iowa youth leadership and readiness

North Iowa Area Commu-
nity College (NIACC) recog-
nized 56 student leaders at 
the 36th annual Pathways to 
Success event held April 22, 
in the North Iowa Communi-
ty Auditorium. 

Honorees were nominated 
by NIACC faculty and staff 
for their academic achieve-
ment, positive attitude, char-
acter, teamwork and ability 
to inspire others. The event 
also featured a keynote ad-
dress by 2026 Outstanding 
Alumnus and Mason City 
native Gilman “Gil” Ander-
son, class of 1978. In addition 
to Anderson, Philip “Phil” 
Johnson, class of 1964, and 
Anthony “Tony” Coloff, class 
of 1962, were awarded the 
2026 Distinguished Alumnus 
awards.

Anderson, a Mason City 
native, graduated from NI-
ACC in 1978 before continu-
ing his education at the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa. He 
began his professional career 
with Hughes Aircraft Com-
pany in Los Angeles, where 
he worked on emerging tech-
nologies designed to improve 
manufacturing processes. He 
later joined Northrop Grum-
man, where he led a team of 
more than 75 technologists 
supporting the top-secret B-2 
bomber program and helping 
develop what was described 
as a “factory of the future.”

After nearly a decade in 
the aerospace and defense 
industry, Anderson transi-
tioned into information tech-
nology consulting. He held 
executive leadership roles 
with Oracle Corporation and 
Andersen Consulting, two of 
the nation’s leading technolo-
gy consulting firms. In 1998, 
he co-founded Caribou Lake 
Software and served as Pres-
ident and Chief Executive Of-
ficer as the firm grew to more 
than 100 consultants before 
being acquired. Following 
the sale, Anderson joined Ac-
centure as a Senior Partner. 
Over a career spanning more 
than 40 years, Anderson 
built a reputation for creat-
ing high-performing teams 
and helping Fortune 500 or-
ganizations align business 
strategy with technology to 
increase stakeholder value.

During his keynote re-
marks, Anderson shared in-
sights from his professional 
journey and encouraged stu-
dents to remain curious, pur-
sue opportunities, and con-
tinue learning throughout 
their careers. He reflected on 
the important role NIACC 
played in helping launch his 
educational and professional 

path.
Also honored during the 

event were two recipients 
of the 2026 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. Phil John-
son, a 1964 graduate of Ma-
son City Junior College, was 
recognized for his lifelong 
contributions to education, 
athletics, and community 
leadership. Johnson played 
collegiate baseball and bas-
ketball during his academic 
career and later spent several 
years teaching and coaching 
in Iowa and Wisconsin before 
transitioning into the finan-
cial services industry. He has 
built a successful career as 
a financial advisor in Mason 
City and has remained deep-
ly involved in community 
initiatives, including efforts 
supporting Mason City High 
School athletics and alumni 
programs.

Tony Coloff, a 1962 grad-
uate of Mason City Junior 
College, was also honored 
as a Distinguished Alumnus 
for his career in broadcasting 
and his longstanding sup-
port of NIACC. Coloff and his 
wife, Sue, founded KIOW-FM 
in Forest City in 1978, which 
grew into Coloff Media, a net-
work of fifteen radio stations 
serving communities across 
Iowa. Coloff has served on 
the NIACC Alumni Associ-
ation Advisory Board since 
2004 and has been a strong 
advocate for NIACC students 
and programs. His contribu-
tions to broadcasting have 
earned numerous honors, in-
cluding Iowa Broadcaster of 
the Year and induction into 
the Iowa Broadcasters Hall 
of Fame.

Students honored at the 
event included:

Garrett Ham, Caden 
Mattern of Lake Mills; Jen-
na Stohrof Manly; Faith 
Etheredge, Reggi Spotts of 
Nora Springs; Tyke Remster 
of Northwood; Alexander 
Moore of Plymouth.

NIACC’s 36th annual 
Pathways to Success event 
was sponsored by the Cerro 
Gordo County Board of Su-
pervisors, Tony and Sue Col-
off, and the NIACC Student 
Government.

The NIACC Alumni Asso-
ciation was formed in 1991 
and is structured under the 
NIACC Foundation. The NI-
ACC Alumni Association’s 
mission is cultivating rela-
tionships with alumni to sup-
port, advance, and ensure the 
mission of the college. If you 
are a MCJC / NIACC Alumni 
visit www.niacc.edu/alumni 
to join the no-cost alumni as-
sociation.

NIACC Pathways to 
Success honored 56 
student leaders

The
Northwood
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Graduation
Open House

honoring

Logan 
Manning

Sunday, May 17
4 - 7 p.m.

VFW  
707 8th St. N.
Northwood*

Graduation
Party
Celebrating

Alex 
Tiedemann

Saturday, May 16
12 - 4 p.m.

Comm. Room - Worth Coun-
ty Fairgrounds

1206 3rd Ave. N.
Northwood, IA 50459*

Graduation
Open House

honoring

Merrin 
Hanson

Saturday, May 16
4 - 7 p.m.

Art Farm Iowa
4953 Olive Ave.

Northwood, IA 50459

Graduation
Open House

honoring

Camryn 
Rheingans
Saturday, May 16

4 - 8 p.m.
The Timbers

500 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA 50459*

Graduation
Open House

honoring

Zachary 
Heiken

Saturday, May 16
2 - 4 p.m.

Kensett 
Community Center 

300 Willow St.
Kensett*

Graduation
Open House

honoring

Taylor 
Foss

Saturday, May 16
4 - 8 p.m.

10751 880th Ave.
Glenville, MN

Graduation
Open House

for
Sophie Rye 

Sunday, May 17
3 - 6 p.m.

Worth County Fairgrounds
Community Room
1206 3rd Ave. N.

Northwood, IA 50459*

Graduation
Party
honoring

Sophia 
Butler

Saturday, May 16
3 - 6 p.m.

Kuennen's Quarry
1555 450th St.

Northwood

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 16 • 1-3 p.m.

Deer Creek Valley Lutheran Church
87332 State Line Rd., Glenville, MN

Sons of Fred and Amanda Girouard

Confirmation 
Open House

honoring
Martin 

Girouard

Graduation 
Open House

honoring
Iver 

Girouard

By Merrin Hanson
When people talk about 

high school running, they 
usually focus on the team and 
the athletes- how much faster 
they’ve gotten, how many 
races they’ve won, how many 
people qualified for state, or 
how much they’ve improved 
over the season. But what 
often gets overlooked is the 
person behind all of that prog-
ress: the coach.

Troy Einertson has been 
coaching Northwood’s girls 
track and field team for seven 
years, as well as cross country 
for four. When asked about 
his favorite memory as a 
coach, he didn’t point to a 
single race or accomplish-
ment. Instead, he said, 
“Favorite memory is a hard 
one because there are so 
many. The one thing that I 
always come back to, though, 
is every day. Every day I get a 
chance to work with my cross 
country and track athletes is 
a memory I will never forget. 
Accomplishments are cool, 
but that is only part of the 
journey. How we get there is 
what matters most to me!”

Coaching isn’t something 
that stays the same year after 
year. Just like athletes 
improve, coaches grow too. 
Troy’s “philosophy,” as he 
often calls it, has changed 

numerous times over the 
eight seasons I have run with 
him. He’s constantly adjust-
ing- trying new workouts, 
rethinking race strategies, 
and paying closer attention to 
what each athlete needs indi-
vidually rather than treating 
the team as one group. I can 
say with almost complete cer-
tainty that he has tried just 
about everything to help our 

teams succeed. Some 
approaches worked better 
than others, but each season 
built on the last, shaping the 
program into what it is today. 
While spectators may not 
always recognize those chang-
es, they’ve made a real differ-
ence. This year in particular 
has been one of our strongest, 
not just in terms of results, 
but in confidence, team cul-

ture, and the way we compete 
together.

“During my cross country 
and track seasons, I have 
always looked forward to see-
ing Troy. Some of my most 
fond high school memories 
have been talking with Troy 
and my teammates. We talk-
ed about many things, but 
whether it was about the 
workout, our days at school, 
or random things that came 
up in conversation, Troy 
always had valuable and 
sometimes funny input. Not 
only was Troy there to talk to, 
but he was always there 
doing his best to make sure 
we achieved our goals. Troy 
always said that anything 
that went wrong was his fault 
and no one else's. While it 
wasn’t true, he tried his best 
to make sure that our run-
ning experience was not 
ruined by what we deemed 
our failures. All of Troy's 
advice and encouragement 
has not only improved me as 
a runner but also as an indi-
vidual. Most importantly, it is 
clear that Troy cares about all 
individuals around him, 
regardless of whether or not 
they run for him.”

— Zach Heiken on having 
Troy as a coach.

Our workouts have 
changed a lot over these past 

four years, but one thing Troy 
has never stopped emphasiz-
ing is the importance of sup-
porting each other. From the 
very beginning, he’s encour-
aged us to look out for our 
teammates, whether that 
means finishing a workout 
together, cheering someone 
on during a race, or simply 
showing up for one another 
on hard days. The most 
important parts of a meet 
aren’t always the races them-
selves, but the moments 
behind the scenes: holding 
blocks for a teammate, grab-
bing a baton for a relay, 
warming up together, or 
walking someone back to 
camp after they finish. Rarely 
does Troy call us out in prac-
tice and say, “Wow, you guys 
ran incredible last night!” 
Instead, he’ll say something 
like, “You guys did a great job 
of warming up last night,” or 
point out how well we sup-
ported each other throughout 
the meet. It’s not that he isn’t 
proud of our races- he abso-
lutely is- but he chooses to 
focus on the habits and team-
work that make those perfor-
mances possible.

“‘You can do it, my friend.’ 
This statement has become 
the foundation of all of my 
experiences as a runner. Troy 
always had a complete belief 

in his athletes that we are 
capable of much more than 
we think. This philosophy 
that Troy has is what has 
made me believe that I can 
reach my goals just as much 
as he did. While many coach-
es use similar phrases, with 
Troy, it was always easy to 
tell that he was sincere. 
Thank you for everything, 
Troy.”

— Zach Heiken on having 
Troy as a coach.

What stands out most isn’t 
just the training itself, but 
the impact Troy has had on 
our team culture. Whether 
he’s encouraging someone 
through a tough workout, cel-
ebrating a personal best, or 
reminding us why we started 
running in the first place, 
those moments stick with us. 
They build confidence, resil-
ience, and a sense of commu-
nity that goes far beyond the 
sport.

The success of a team isn’t 
just measured in medals or 
times- it’s also measured in 
how much the athletes grow. 
That growth reflects the dedi-
cation and development of the 
coach leading them. While it’s 
easy to focus on the runners 
crossing the finish line, it’s 
just as important to recognize 
the person who helped get 
them there.

Running with purpose: The influence of Coach Einertson

Coach Einertson pictured with Northwood-Kensett 2023 cross 
country team.

641-585-5555 

26,760 miles, 3.0L V6 DOHC 24V, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$42,489

Ben’s Weekly 
Specials

2022 Ford F150 
Crew Cab2023 Ford Explorer

Ben’s 
Special Price

38,858 miles, 8 Cyl - 6.6L, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$49,683Ben’s 
Special Price

35,841 miles, 2.0L Turbo 14 237hp, 
Auto 4WD/AWD

$35,069Ben’s 
Special Price

40,647 miles, 3.5L V6 DOHC 24V, 
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$40,872Ben’s 
Special Price

www.forestcityford.com

2020 GMC 2500 
Crew Cab 2023 Cadillac CT5
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Forest City
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Healthy hallway sentiments
Students in first grade classes at Northwood-Ken-
sett ended the month of April by celebrating the 
Character Strong focus of the month, which was 
courage. Mrs. Kroneman’s and Ms. Hemann’s 
students combined their efforts to create hallway 
artwork with messages of courage and also the 
importance of self care for mental health.
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By Troy Einertson
N-K girls track coach

It is hard to believe that 
it is district track week. 
This past week we start-
ed the week in Garner on 
Monday, and ran in the 
conference meet on Thurs-
day here in Northwood. 

We usually use the Gar-
ner meet as a warm up 
to the conference meet, 
so once again the girls 
were running a little out 
of their comfort zones in 
events they were not used 
to running. 

Our only champion at 
the meet was our shuttle 
hurdle team. They contin-
ue to run some very strong 
times, but we are going to 
have to try and cut a lit-
tle more by districts to as-
sure they will be running 
on the Blue Oval at state. 
All four of them, Maddie, 
True, Ariah and Mia, have 
been working hard all sea-
son long, and I know we 
can drop the time we need 
too, we just have to stay 
clean and run! 

Ivy ran the open 400 for 
us and wow did she reel 
in the competition on the 
front stretch. She was in 
about sixth around the 
last corner, and passed 
everyone but the leader 
to finish second! It was a 
great race to watch, and it 
just goes to show that Ivy 
can be competitive in ev-
ery race she runs! 

Ivy was also part of our 
4x800 team that finished 
third. Ivy was joined by 
Maggie Rye, Anna Block 
and Merrin Hanson. The 
quartet ran a 11:17, which 
was by far our best time of 
the year! 

Merrin also ran a great 
1500 with a time of 5:56 
which placed her third! 

One of our runners who 
doesn’t get a lot of atten-
tion, but should is Bria 
Kluver. This is Bria’s first 
year out for track, and 
she has been relegated to 
running some 4x100s and 
4x200s this year. We just 
do not have a lot of races 
to run, but at this meet we 
had a couple open events 
to fill, and she volunteered 
to run them. She ended 
the night with a full load 
running the 4x100, 4x200, 
open 100 and open 200! 
Bria is one of those ath-
letes that never complains. 
She comes to practice ev-
ery day, works hard and 
is just a joy to be around. 
I am glad I get the oppor-
tunity to have her for two 
more years!

At the conference meet 
on Thursday Josie and I 
really didn’t know what 
was going to happen. Even 
though the girls have been 

working hard, our times 
haven’t been dropping 
like we would like and 
our jumpers and throw-
ers were kind of stuck in 
a lull. 

Well that lull went 
away real quick as 
Hixton Krambeer and 
Lexi McHenry got after 
it right away in the long 
jump. Hixton jumped 14.6, 
which was good for third, 
and Lexi jumped 14.2 for a 
fourth place finish. Not a 
bad way to start our night! 

Next up was Merrin in 
the 3000. Merrin was bat-
tling an illness, but even 
though she wasn’t feeling 
the best she finished sixth 
in the 3000 and came back 
15 minutes later to help 
the 4x800 team to a fifth 
place finish. Also part of 
that team were Maggie 
Rye, Sophie Rye and Anna 
Block. 

The shuttle hurdle 
came out strong, and fin-
ished second to a very tal-
ented North Butler team, 
and if we could just figure 
some things out, I know 
we could run hurdle for 
hurdle with them! 

Normally we have a 
lull in the meet some-
where where we can just 
chill and not think about 
track for a minute, but not 
during this meet. 

Our distance med came 
ready to run and ran a 
season best time to finish 
second to St. Ansgar, then 
Maggie Rye ran a huge 
400 for us to finish fifth. 

Our hurdle jockeys hur-
ried up and put the hur-
dles back on the track, 
and Mia and True got af-
ter it in the 100 hurdles. 
Both of our outstanding 
hurdlers were hurdle for 
hurdle with the North 
Butler and West Fork hur-
dlers, and in a tight finish, 
Mia finished fourth while 
True came in fifth. It was 
a great hurdle race, and it 
was the first time all year 
both girls went under 18! 

After the hurdles were 
cleared Ivy towed the line 
with a bunch of talented 
half mile runners. She got 
out strong and led the en-
tire way for our only vic-
tory of the night! She ran 
a great race, and it once 
again proved to everyone 
what a talented runner 
she is. 

Sophie ran a great open 
200 for us just missing a 
place, while Hixton came 
in right after her! It was 
another great race for our 
girls. 

Next up was Ivy again 
in the 1500. Again Ivy 
came out strong and led 
for the first 1200 meters. 
She was passed by Ava 

Witt from St. Ansgar with 
about 300 left and ended 
up finishing third. I know 
she was a little disappoint-
ed with this race, but as I 
told her, third is very good 
in our conference, and she 
is going to be battling Ava 
for three more years! 

Our last two races of the 
night were just as excit-
ing as every other race of 
the day. Our 4x100 team 
of True, Mia, Lexi and 
Hixton ran their fastest 
time of the year to finish 
fourth and our 4x400 team 
of Anna, Maddie, Maggie 
and Sophie finished sixth 
with a nice time of 4:43. 

Overall we scored 59 
points in a loaded confer-
ence and finished fourth! 
This was just an amazing 
placement by our girls! 
It just goes to show what 
a hard working talented 
group of girls we have. 

With all the great 
things that happened in 
this meet the one thing 
that stood out the most 
to me was Lexi McHen-
ry! Lexi has been working 
hard all year long while 
dealing with some pain-
ful shins. She never com-
plains, but you could tell 
it was starting to wear on 
her in Garner because her 
normal smile was gone, 
and she was questioning a 
lot of things about her per-
formance. After her huge 
jump in the long jump 
the smile was back and 
the rest of the night was 
amazing for her. She ran 
her season’s best time in 
the open 100, and followed 
that with two amazing 
splits in her relays. The 
smile was back! 

Lexi, and the other girls 
are what is so good about 
this sport. They work hard, 
rarely complain and al-
ways want to do better not 
only for themselves but for 
their teammates. Finally, 
Josie, the girls and I would 
all like to thank everyone 
who helped out with the 
conference meet. I had nu-
merous fans, coaches and 
administrators tell me 
what a great meet it was, 
and how well it was run. 
So again, thank you for ev-
erything, and if you want 
to see me pacing back and 
forth one last time this 
year, come watch our out-
standing girls compete at 
the district track meet in 
St. Ansgar for a chance to 
run on the greatest track 
in the country. 

The Blue Oval at Drake 
Stadium is calling, and we 
are ready to get after it!

Conference week

Strikers baseball champions  
at May Madness
The Strikers 13U baseball team played in the May 
Madness tournament in Waukee on Saturday, May 2, 
and on Sunday, May 3. On Saturday they played two 
games for seeding placement, winning both games 
and placing second in seeding. Sunday was single 
elimination. They played the Rams 13U gold to win 
20-2, moving on to play the Legends (Froisland) 13U 
winning 7-3, which led them to the championship 
game to take on the WBL Bears 13AA winning 10-9. 
The Strikers 13U went 5-0 for the weekend. Players 
included (front center) coach Isaac Renteria and 
Stetson Springer, (middle row) coach Landon Per-
kins, Hudson Ziebell, Kash Hickle, Lawson Perkins, 
Beau Anderson, Callan Brunsvold, Ryder Duvall, 
Baylor Abrams, Ethan Binnebose, Tucker Janssen, 
coach Jesse Renteria, Zander Duvall, (back row) 
Austin Schutz, Myles Renteria, coach Mike Janssen 
and coach Matt Abrams.

N-K’s Valkyries are 
champions at Gauntlet
The 14U Valkyries softball team from 
Northwood-Kensett traveled to Des 
Moines to take part in the 14U CIS Gaunt-
let tournament. They took the champion-
ship on May 3, after going 4-1 over the 
course of the weekend. Winning the 
Gauntlet were (front row) Mia Helgeson, 
Heather Perry, Brianna Perkins, Olivia Ur-
batsch, (back row) Piper Brunsvold, Avery 
Grunhovd, Lola Cronbaugh, Harper Davis, 
Kendall Krull, Porschea Madden and Au-
brey Johnson (not pictured). The team is 
coached by Shana Brunsvold, Josh Cron-
baugh, Andy Grunhovd and Landon Per-
kins.

Subscribe to The Northwood Anchor for School Events and Activities!
It’s a great way to get pictures for your children’s scrapbooks! A treasure they will have for a life time.

Stop by the Anchor or give us a call at 641-324-1051 

Each May, Arthritis 
Awareness Month shines a 
spotlight on the millions of 
Americans living with 
arthritis and the daily 
challenges the condition 
brings. While arthritis can 
limit mobility and cause 
persistent pain, evidence 
continues to show that a 
regular walking routine 
can make a meaningful 
difference, said Dawn 
Dunnegan, a health and 
human sciences educator 
with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach.

“Walking is one of the 
most accessible, low impact 
forms of physical activity, 

and for individuals with 
arthritis, it can help 
reduce pain, improve joint 
function and increase over-
all quality of life,” 
Dunnegan said.

The benefits of walking 
extend far beyond joint 
health. A consistent walk-
ing routine supports car-
diovascular fitness, 
strengthens muscles that 
protect the joints, helps 
maintain healthy weight, 
boosts energy levels and 
enhances mental well-be-
ing. For many people, 
walking also provides a 
sense of empowerment and 
confidence — an active 

step toward managing 
symptoms and maintain-
ing independence, 
Dunnegan said.

To help Iowans build 
these healthy habits, ISU 
Extension and Outreach is 
offering the Walk With 
Ease program in many 
counties across the state. 
This evidence based series 
is designed for individuals 
with arthritis or anyone 
looking for a safe, struc-
tured way to become more 
active. Participants learn 
strategies for reducing 
pain, setting achievable 
goals and staying motivat-
ed, all while engaging in 

guided walking sessions 
with trained facilitators.

“We are expanding 
access to Walk With Ease 
by partnering with 
YMCAs, public health 
departments, recreation 
centers, gyms, hospitals, 
assisted living communi-
ties and other local organi-
zations,” Dunnegan said. 
These partnerships allow 
the program to reach 
Iowans in a wide variety of 
settings, making it easier 
for people to find a class 
that fits their needs and 
comfort level.

For those who do not 
have a program offering 

nearby — or whose sched-
ules make in-person par-
ticipation difficult — a self 
directed option is also 
available, Dunnegan 
noted. This virtual format 
provides the same core 
guidance and support, 
allowing participants to 
complete the program on 
their own time while still 
benefiting from structured 
materials and evidence 
based strategies. More 
information about the vir-
tual and self directed pro-
gram can be found at Iowa 
State’s Walk With Ease 
webpage.

“Arthritis Awareness 

Month is a reminder that 
small, consistent steps can 
lead to meaningful 
improvements in health. 
Whether through a com-
munity class or a self-
paced program, Walk With 
Ease offers Iowans a prac-
tical, supportive path 
toward managing arthritis 
and staying active,” 
Dunnegan said.

To help you find a Walk 
With Ease program near 
you, contact your ISU 
Extension and Outreach 
county office.

Walking Toward Better Health during Arthritis Awareness Month



After a long weekend, the 
legislature finally passed 
property tax reform before 
Sine Die on Sunday night.  
We continue efforts to lower 
the tax burden on Iowans 
with historic property tax 
reform.  By reining in govern-
ment spending, buying down 
the education levy, and 
increasing transparency, we 
are putting taxpayers first 
and delivering an estimated 
$4.2 billion in property tax 
relief over six years….More 
to follow in Part Two.  A few 
of the other bills include:

House File 2542, the 
“Three Strikes” bill, has been 
sent to the Governor.  The bill 
creates tougher penalties for 
repeat offenders by requiring 
anyone convicted of three 
Class “C” or “D” felonies to be 

sentenced as a habitual 
offender, carrying a manda-
tory minimum seven-year 
prison sentence without 
parole eligibility.  This legis-
lation targets repeat, danger-
ous criminal behavior—not 
one-time mistakes—and will 
keep violent career criminals 
off our streets and held 
accountable for their actions.

Senate File 2480, sent to 
the Governor, creates a dedi-
cated funding source for pedi-
atric cancer research at the 

University of Iowa by direct-
ing the first $3 million collect-
ed from a new 5-cent tax on 
alternative nicotine products 
like vapes and pouches.  The 
bill guarantees the money 
can only be used for laborato-
ry research and clinical tri-
als—not administrative 
costs—helping researchers 
develop treatments specifi-
cally designed for children 
while improving survival 
rates and reducing long-term 
side effects.

Senate File 2422, sent to 
the Governor, reforms Iowa’s 
public assistance programs 
by strengthening eligibility 
verification, codifying federal 
SNAP citizenship require-
ments, and requiring 
Medicaid waivers to be 
cost-neutral or approved by 
the Legislature.  The bill also 
modernizes reporting and 
verification systems to reduce 
errors and fraud while 
improving accessibility for 
disabled Iowans by creating a 
simpler online payment sys-
tem for premiums.

There important educa-
tion bills (HF 2538, HF782, 
HF 2676) passed this session 
to support teachers and 
improve classroom learning 
environments.  One bill gives 
teachers and school adminis-

trators more tools to address 
violent and disruptive behav-
ior in classrooms, helping 
maintain safe and focused 
schools.  Another establishes 
common-sense limits on 
screen time by restricting cell 
phone use during instruction-
al time and reducing screen 
exposure for K-5 students so 
classrooms can stay focused 
on learning.

It is great to be back in the 
district—and back in my own 
bed.  I have been knocking 
doors, meeting with constitu-

ents, putting up signs, and 
spending time on the cam-
paign trail.  I appreciate all 
the conversations and sup-
port across the district.  
Remember to VOTE 
BLOOMINGDALE in the 
Republican Primary on June 
2.

It is an honor to represent 
you in the Iowa Legislature 
and as always, please reach 
out with any questions or 
concerns.  Jane.bloomingda-
le@legis.iowa.gov.

Jane
Bloomingdale

Iowa House
District 60

End of Session - Part One
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TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

It can always be worse
On the day that I was receiving the news 
that this would indeed be my last day of 
employment my next-door neighbor was 
getting the news that she had a brain 
tumor. I did not know about her very 
serious diagnosis until the next day. In 
fact, I was doing my best to keep my 
spirits up, calling friends and family, 
and frankly feeling a bit sorry for myself when I ran into her 
out front of my house. When she told me the news, and she 
was incredibly positive about it, I realized immediately that 
being out of work is of very little concern in comparison to a 
serious health issue. The good news for her was that the 
tumor is not malignant and that surgery is an option, and 
apparently a pretty good option in her case. Sometimes the 
news is really bad, and we are told that the tumor is malig-
nant, or that there isn’t anything that can be done for us, but 
even then there is always hope. Sometimes the hope is simply 
that they can keep us comfortable in our last days, or that we 
will have time to spend with family and friends. But ultimate-
ly, the great hope of Christians, and of people of almost every 
faith, is that a loving God is looking out for us, and waiting to 
welcome us to our eternal home when our sojourn here on 
earth is done. – Christopher Simon

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11
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BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Closed

Fertile Lutheran Church
Sunday, Worship Service, 9:30 

a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation, 
10:30 a.m.
Bethlehem 
Lutheran, Manly

Saturday, LWR Truck at Albert 
Lea, 7-11 a.m., Bethlehem Fellow-
ship Hall Reserved 103 p.m.; Sun-
day, Bible Study at Bethlehem, 8 
a.m., Worship at Bethlehem, 9 a.m., 
Worship at Grace, 10:30 a.m., Cen-
tral Springs Graduation, Graduate 
Recognition at Bethlehem; Tuesday, 
Manly Care Center, 10 a.m., BLC 
Altar Guild, 1 p.m., Grace Council, 
6:30 p.m. 

Linda Johnson Prestholt, Pastor
Bethany Lutheran Church/Elk 
Creek Lutheran

Thursday, Manna, 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Bethany Worship, 9 
a.m., Elk Creek Worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Monday, Manna, 10 a.m.- Noon

Linda Johnson Prestholt, Pastor
Trinity United 
Methodist, Bolan

Sunday, Worship Services, 9:15 
a.m., Coffee Fellowship, 10 a.m., 
Mother’s Day

Pastor Cory Allard
Bethel United 
Methodist Church

Wednesday, Diner, 8:30 a.m., 
Girl Scouts; Sunday, Communion 
at Bethel, Bethel Worship, 8 a.m., 
Trinity Worship, 9:15 a.m., Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m., Bethel Worship, 
10:30 a.m. 
Northwood United 
Methodist Church

Thursday, Pizza with the Pastor, 
6 p.m.; Saturday, Madison Gradua-
tion Party, 1-4 p.m., Teyla Gradua-
tion Open House, 3-7 p.m.; Sunday, 
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m., Fellow-
ship, 11:45 a.m.; Tuesday, Pastor 
Fellowship  Grothe’s Diner, 10 a.m.

Rev. Rob Lanphere
One In Christ 
Lutheran Parish

Sunday, Worship Services 10:30 

a.m. available online at “One in 
Christ Lutheran Parish” Facebook 
Page and YouTube under “One in 
Christ Lutheran Parish.” Sunday 
Worship Services, 9 a.m., Silver 
Lake, 705 Silver Lake Rd., North-
wood, 641-293-5556; 9 a.m., Bethany, 
201 Franke St., Joice, 641-588-3366; 
9 a.m., Lunder, 14982 735th Ave., 
Albert Lea; 10:30 a.m., Winnebago, 
40029 210th Ave., Lake Mills.
First Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Wednesday, Choir, SH Youth, 7 
p.m.; Thursday, Quilting, 8:30 a.m., 
Prayer Group, 9 a.m., Cub Scouts, 
6:30 p.m.; Sunday, Worship Service 
with Baccalaureate, 9 a.m., Service 
DCV, 10;30 a.m., LRH, 3 p.m., JH 
Youth, 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday, Trust 
Fund, 4 p.m., Council Meeting, 6 
p.m., AA-Al-Anon, 7 p.m. 
Peace Lutheran Church, North-
wood

Sunday Worship Service with 
Holy Communion at 9 a.m., Adult 
Bible Study following service.

Rev. Barbara M. Wills, Pastor
Sacred Heart Church, Manly

Mass Wednesday, 8 a.m.; Mass 
Saturday, 5:30 p.m.

Fr. Dave O’Connor, Pastor
Fr. Ben Valentine, 

Associate Pastor
www.sacredheartmanly.org

Faith Lutheran Church, London
Sunday School and Adult Bi-

ble Class, 9:30 a.m. (Fall through 
Spring); Sunday, Worship, 10:30 
a.m.

Pastor Kent Otterman
First Shell Rock Lutheran 
Church, Northwood

Sunday, Worship Service, 10:45 
a.m.

Pastor Theodore Gullixson
Sion Lutheran Church, 
Lake Mills

Sunday, Worship Service, 9 a.m. 
Sunday School and fellowship follow-
ing

Pastor Mark Decker

Northwood 
Anchor Church

Bring your damaged or unserviceable 
flags to the Veterans Affairs office.

There will be a dignified disposal on 
Sunday, June 14 - Flag Day

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

Mark your 

calendar: 

ROLL CALL X

Saturday, 

November 7, 2026

Nov. 9-15
641-324-1244

CLO

OPEN
Thursday 

Nights starting 
this week!

BBQ Ribs 
are back!

We can print 
your black & 

white or 
color 

copies.
 

Call for 
more details

324-1051

May 14-20
641-324-1244

Thursday: Pork Roast, 
Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy, 
Whole Wheat Roll, Vegetable, 
Fruit
Friday: Salmon Loaf, Baked 
Potato, Whole Wheat Bread, 
Vegetable, Fruit
Monday: Chicken, Macaroni 
& Cheese, Whole Wheat Roll, 
Vegetable Fruit
Tuesday: Cheeseburger on 
WW Bun, Potato Salad, 
Vegetable, Fruit
Wednesday: Swedish 
Meatball Over Egg Noodles 
or Mashed Potatoes, Whole 
Wheat Roll, Vegetable, Fruit

SHOWING
May 15-18
“Michael” 
Rated PG-13

Open for Dine-In

SHOP 
LOCALLY

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Northwood Theatre
Show Times

Fri., Sat., Mon. 7 p.m.
Sun. 4 p.m.

740 Central Ave. • 324-0064
Adults $5

Students (18 & Under) $3
2 & Under Free

324-1052

Subscribe to the 
Northwood 

Anchor ONLINE!
www.nwdanchor.com

Call for details
641-324-1051
801 Central Ave. 

P.O. Box 107
Northwood, IA 50459
anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Monday Madness: Free popcorn 
when you bring your 

own container

Make your 
Reservations Now!

COMING

Northwood 
Anchor

Northwood 
Anchor

Congregate 
Meals

Tequila’sSignature’s 
Supper Club

May 22-25
“Mandalorian & 

Grogu” 
Rated PG-13

Tyler Hoff, Owner
Funeral Director

Highway 65 South • Northwood, Iowa 50459
(641) 324-1121

We offer a full range of services, including  
traditional funerals and cremation, ensuring that 
we can celebrate your loved ones in a way that 

reflects their unique lives and legacies. 

New name, new faces, with high  
quality service guaranteed.

Sites Memorial Chapel

As the school year is wind-
ing down, two Worth County 
Historical Society (WCHS) 
museums in Northwood have 
been playing host to visits 
from students throughout the 
area, even as one of those 
museums is in serious needs 
of repair.

Cerro Gordo Conservation 
has been working with Worth 
County Conservation and the 
WCHS to offer elementary 
students a program that 
shares a look at the life of 
pioneer families, and a look at 
the local history contained in 

the Pixley Log Cabin and the 
Farmers Butter and Cheese 
Assocation Creamery 
Building.

While there the students 
from Northwood-Kensett, 
Central Springs, West Fork, 
Newman and Mason City 
schools have been taking part 
in History Day activities.

That includes learning 
about and experience chores 
like making butter, using 
washboards to clean clothes, 
sewing, sawing, making but-
ter, grinding grain and learn-
ing use slates instead of tab-

lets.
They also play pioneer 

family games and tour the 
loghouse and creamery muse-
um as a part of the activities.

Unfortunately, the 
Creamery museum, which 
the serves as the gathering 
spot for the History Day activ-
ities, is in need of serious 
repair and may not be suit-
able to host these schools in 
the future.

The Creamery Building 
was built in 1906 and closed 
in the 1950s. The building 
and lot were purchased in 

1981 by the WCHS and the 
log cabin museum was relo-
cated to the property later.

The Creamery Building 
contains antiques, a rug loom, 
churn, scythe, haymaking 
equipment, forge tools, saws, 
cream separater, a swill cart, 
wire fence stretcher, horse 
cutter, chain pump, wooden 
harrow and harrow cart and 
many other historic tools and 
implements.

But the building has suf-
fered damage and deteriora-
tion and the foundation and 
north wall of the museum 

need work done to 
keep it safe, stand-
ing and usable for 
events like the 
History Day educa-
tional opportunities 
and for storing and 
displaying its pieces 
of Worth County 
history.

Those that would 
like to find out more 
about how they can 
help preserve the 
Creamery Building 
Museum may contact the 
Worth County Historical 

Society at 641-324-1180 or 
wchsiowa@gmail.com.

WCHS seeks help to address Creamery Museum concerns

A matter of principals
May 1 was School Principals Day. At Northwood-Kensett, the day was celebrated by recognizing the two building leaders, 
elementary principal Brian Costello, and Keith Fritz, middle and high school principal. Pictured above is Mr. Costello, as some 
of his students surprised him with balloons and thanked him in person. The principals were recognized for their support  of N-K 
students and the impact on the N-K community.



Let Us Talk
Sidewalk Maintenance:
The Code of Iowa, 

Sec.364.12[2c] along with 
Northwood Ordinances 
Chapter 136.04 places re-
sponsibility for mainte-
nance of a sidewalk on the 
abutting property owner. 
(Permits are required)

The Code of Iowa, Sec. 
364.12[2d and e] along with 
Northwood Ordinances 
Chapter 136.05  allows the 
City to order repairs. Coun-
cil may require the work to 
be done and assess the costs 
against the abutting prop-
erty owner.

City workers have 
highlighted portions of 
sidewalks in Northwood 
that need repair or re-
placement for the past 
few years. The time has 
come to finish this project, 

soon letters will be sent to 
abutting property owners 
requiring the sidewalks to 
be repaired or replaced. If 
repairs are not made the 
City will complete the re-
pairs and assess the cost to 
the abutting property own-
er’s property taxes. This is 
an ongoing project which 
will be repeated each year.

Summer Safety:
With summer approach-

ing and school soon to be 
out for the summer, I would 
like to remind each and 
every one of us to be alert 
as we move around town. 
People are walking, riding 
scooters, driving golf carts, 
riding motorcycles, driving 

UTVs and cars everywhere 
in our community. Please 
be careful and courteous to 
others. I’m sorry I almost 
forgot, please look out for 
the gravel trucks!

Lawn Maintenance:
Each and every one of 

us needs to maintain our 
property in good condition. 
Mowing the grass, keeping 
the yard clear of clutter and 
considering the safety of 
our neighbors.

Northwood is a great 
place to live and work. To-
gether we can all make it 
even better.

Doug Moehle
Mayor Northwood, Iowa

Doug Moehle
Northwood Mayor
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Northwood
Anchor Society

While communities and churches 
work hard to put together recipe collec-
tions, they sometimes forget that not ev-
eryone reading the cookbook will know 
who and where and why the book was 
compiled. In this case From Our Kitch-
ens III lets us know the Allison, Iowa 
Trinity Reformed Church had two pre-
vious cookbooks…but that’s all. No date, 
no church history (it was probably in the 
first cookbook) and no indication of any 
special occasion to be celebrated. Each 
recipe does have the name of the cook 
who submitted it. No worries; we know 
these recipes will be tried and true. I’ve 
adapted them when necessary.

Crockpot Beef Stroganoff
(Tanja DeGroot)

1 pound round steak, cubed
1 can (4oz.) sliced mushrooms
1 carton (8 oz) real sour cream
1 medium yellow onion, chopped
1 can (10.5 oz) mushroom soup
8 oz. wide egg noodles

In a large heavy skillet, brown the steak 
cubes in a small amount of oil.  When 
browned on all sides, add the can of mush-
rooms and the chopped onion. Sauté until 
slightly brown. Put this mixture into a 3- quart 
crockpot that you have sprayed lightly. 
Combine the sour cream and the cream of 
mushroom soup in a small bowl, mixing well. 
Add this to the meat and stir to combine. 
Cover and cook on HIGH for about 4 hours 
or until the meat is tender. When the meat is 
almost done, cook the noodles according 
to package instructions. Drain well and add 
to the crockpot. Stir and serve.

Pepsi® Roast
(Sue Henrichs)

4 pound boneless beef roast
16 oz. Pepsi®
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 package dry onion soup mix

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F. Place 
the roast in a large roaster. Spread the 
mushroom soup over the meat and sprinkle 
with the dry onion soup mix. Pour the Pep-
si® over and around the meat. Cover tight-
ly with either the roaster cover or aluminum 
foil. Bake for 3 ½ hours. There will be a tasty 

gravy to serve over mashed potatoes.

Elaine’s Sauerkraut Casserole
(Emme DeBoer)

1 pound lean ground beef
1 cup uncooked instant rice
1 medium yellow onion, chopped
1/4 cup milk (not skim)
2 cups sauerkraut, drained
1 large egg, beaten
2 tablespoons real butter
1 cup real sour cream

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 
Brown the ground beef and onion in a large 
heavy skillet, stirring so the onion doesn’t 
burn. Heat the sauerkraut and butter in a 
saucepan. Add the rice and stir. Remove 
from the heat. In a 2-quart casserole dish, 
layer first the meat/onion mixture then the 
sauerkraut mixture. If there is enough make 
two layers. Mix the milk, egg and sour cream 
combining well. Pour this over the ingredi-
ents in the casserole. Bake, uncovered, for 
30-35 minutes.

Mom’s Macaroni and Salmon Loaf
(Marlys Clarke)

2 cups cooked elbow macaroni, drained
3 large eggs, beaten
2 cups milk (not skim)
3 tablespoons real butter
2 cups dry bread crumbs
1 can pink salmon
Salt and pepper to taste

SANDY’S NOTE:	 2 cups cooked 
mac is a bit less than that when uncooked 
as it will swell during boiling.

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Bring 
the milk to a boil and add the bread crumbs 
(NOTE: you can also use cracker crumbs) 
Drain the salmon and pick out the skin and 
bones. Mash the salmon in a small bowl. 
Melt the butter and add to the salmon with 
salt/pepper as desired. Add the macaroni 
and the bread mixture to the salmon and 
mix well with clean hands. Place into a but-
tered loaf pan and bake until the center is 
firm to the touch. 

There are everyday Midwestern rec-
ipes from real cooks in real kitchens. 
No fancy ingredients, no trendy electric 
cooking appliances. Just the way people 
have cooked for decades and we get the 
benefit of their skills and experience. 
And….that’s all she wrote.  

We may live without poetry, music and 
art; We may live without conscience and 
live without heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without books; But a 
civilized man cannot live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com

90th Birthday 
Card Shower 

honoring

Romelle
Enderson!

on May 18
Send birthday 
greetings to: 

306 9th St. N.
Northwood, IA 50459*

Thank You
The Masonic Lodge would 
like to THANK the WCDA 

for the grants received 
for the South Wall 
and the Chairlift.

It was greatly appreciated!

Monday, May 25 • 9 a.m.
Kensett Community Center
300 Willow St., Kensett, IA

Refreshments served by Kensett Public Library

Sponsored by Kensett Lions Club

Memorial Day
Service

Memorial 
Day Lunch

Monday, May 25
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Silver Lake 
Lutheran Church 

705 Silver Lake Road
Northwood, Iowa

Menu includes — 
Beef Burgers, Potato Salad, 

Pies/Desserts, Coffee,  
Lemonade & Water

By JoAnn Lower
May 1 has been special 

since the year I turned 
seven. That’s the day Aunt 
Millie brought me my first 
May basket. Filled with lit-
tle green onions and tiny 
radishes from her early 
spring garden, it’s a gift I 
will always remember. 

My aunt Millie was beau-
tiful and had, as my dad 
would say, “a heart as big 
as the whole outdoors.” 
Morning and evening she 
helped her husband, my 
uncle Bob, milk the 
Holsteins, carry heavy 
buckets of grain to the hogs, 
clean the three-story farm-
house and grow large gar-
dens to feed her family of 
six all winter.

Uncle Bob and Aunt 
Millie had three daughters 
and a son named Jon. Jon 
was my age. Two Ostrander 
kids in the same grade. He 
was tall and handsome, the 
quiet type. While I spent 
my high school years speak-
ing and playing tuba, Jon 
was the envy of all the guys 
with his tractors and cars. 
Imagine my excitement the 

Saturday night he offered 
me a ride in the rumble seat 
of his 1930 Model A Ford.

A few years after gradua-
tion, Jon met a girl as beau-
tiful as his mom, a girl with 
“a heart as big as the whole 
outdoors,” my dad said. Her 
name was Kathie. When 
Kathie realized she’d met a 
boy so kind, generous and 
loving as Jon – they were 
married. Even though she’d 
grown up a town girl, she 
quickly fell in love with the 
farm. Living and working 
with Jon on the family farm 
became her life.

For years their life was 
almost perfect; that is, until 
the day Jon found it diffi-

cult to do what he loved 
most – farm. Mornings 
Kathy began helping him 
pull up his boots and climb 
up on the seat of the John 
Deere, always keeping a 
watchful eye until he 
returned home from the 
field.

Two years later Jon was 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s. 
My tall, handsome cousin, 
who had devoted his entire 
life to farming thousands of 
acres of corn and soybeans, 
became a resident at the 
Timely Mission Nursing 
Home in Buffalo Center; his 
beloved cheerleader Kathie 
at his side every day all 
day.

Waking up early on May 
1, I was excited. It was May 
Basket Day. Still in my 
pajamas, I dusted off an old 
basket to its original new-
ness and filled it to the top 
with rich potting soil. A 
handful of soybeans later, 
and the view through Jon’s 
nursing home window has 
changed from a parking lot 
to a May Basket of soy-
beans growing in rich Iowa 
farm soil.

The May Basket

Businesses, families and 
community supporters are 
invited to participate in the 
45th Annual 4-H/FFA Live-
stock Ribbon Sale, sched-
uled for Sunday, June 21, at 
2 p.m. in the Worth County 
Fair Livestock Show Arena.

The ribbon sale will once 
again follow the cumulative 
ribbon sale format intro-
duced in recent years. The 
format allows multiple buy-
ers to contribute toward an 
exhibitor’s ribbon purchase, 
giving both businesses and 
individual donors the flexi-
bility to support local youth 
exhibitors at a contribution 
level that fits their budget.

A few updates are be-
ing introduced for the 2026 
sale.

One of the biggest chang-
es is that each exhibitor 
will enter the sale ring only 
once, with all livestock proj-
ects included in a single sale 
listing. Organizers say the 
updated process will help 
streamline the event while 
still recognizing exhibitors 
and their accomplishments 
across all species.

The sale order will begin 
with the Grand Champion 

Senior Showman from each 
species, rotating yearly by 
species. Champion exhibi-
tors from each species will 
follow, with the remaining 
exhibitors selling in ran-
domized order. Species 
represented in the auction 
include beef, dairy, goats, 
sheep and swine.

The live auction format 
will remain in place, with 
exhibitors bringing live-
stock into the arena during 
the sale. Auctioneers will 
continue to facilitate bid-
ding throughout the after-
noon.

Community members 
wishing to support exhibi-
tors ahead of the live auc-
tion may begin placing bids 
on Thursday, June 18, at 
the Worth County Fair Of-
fice. Buyers may designate 
a specific dollar amount 
toward an exhibitor’s rib-
bon sale. During the live 
auction, buyers will also be 
able to contribute by writ-
ing their bid amount and 
submitting it to an auction-
eer or runner.

At the conclusion of 
each exhibitor’s sale, all 
contributing buyers will 

be announced. Donation 
amounts, however, will re-
main confidential. The fi-
nal cumulative total raised 
for each exhibitor will also 
be announced during the 
event.

Organizers emphasized 
that the auction is for rib-
bons only, meaning exhibi-
tors remain responsible for 
marketing and selling their 
livestock animals separate-
ly.

Invoices for ribbon sale 
contributions will be sent 
following the event, either 
by mail or email.

The Ribbon Auction 
Committee encourages 
the community to contin-
ue investing in local youth 
and agricultural education 
through support of the an-
nual ribbon sale tradition.

For questions regarding 
the 2026 Ribbon Sale, com-
munity members may con-
tact:

Kevin Braun at 641- 390-
0383; tel: 641-390-0383

Jayson Olson at 641- 
390-0344; tel: 641-390-0344

Worth County Fair announces 
updates for 45th Annual 4-H/FFA 
Livestock Ribbon Sale

The Worth County 
Historical Society will 
meet at the Kensett Mu-
seum on Tuesday, May 
19, at 9:30 am.  

Everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Worth County 
Historical 
Society meets 
on May 19

The Northwood-Kensett 
Community School District 
will be participating in the 
Summer Food Service 
Program. 

Meals will be provided to 
all children without charge. 
The district will provide 
free lunches to any child 
ages 1-18. There are no 
family income require-

ments, and those partici-
pating do not have to live in 
the district to receive lunch. 
Children enrolled in day-
care, or participating in 
youth and community activ-
ities and groups are wel-
come. Adults may also par-
ticipate in the program for a 
cost of $5 per person.

Due to construction at 

the elementary the lunch 
meals will be served at First 
Lutheran Church, 309 
Ninth Street North in 
Northwood. Meals will be 
served Monday through 
Friday, beginning June 1 
and ending July 10. The 
serving time is from 
11-11:45 a.m. The meals 
will be offered downstairs 

in the fellowship hall of the 
church.

Those with questions 
about the program and par-
ticipation may contact N-K 
Nutrition Director Amy 
Hennigar at 641-324-2021, 
ext. 137, or 641-390-1428.

N-K offers free summer lunches at FLC



Page 8—The Northwood Anchor—Wednesday, May 13, 2026

Echoes from the Loafers’ Club 
Meeting

I see you walking most days.
I walk every day. Nietzsche said, 

“All truly great thoughts are con-
ceived by walking.”

I had a great thought while seeing 
you walk. Instead of walking 10,000 
steps a day, I’m taking 100 steps a 
day for 100 days.

Driving by Bruce’s drive
I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. I’ve 
given more eulogies than I can count. 
Not all succumbed to the maladies of 
age. Philip Roth wrote, “Old age isn’t 
a battle: old age is a massacre.” After 
giving a recent tribute, I was driving 
home when I thought of the Burma-
Shave signs. Burma-Shave was a 
shaving cream whose advertising 
campaign involved erecting six signs, 
each of the first five containing a line 
of verse and the sixth displaying the 
brand name. An example is: “On 
curves ahead/Remember, sonny/That 
rabbit’s foot/Didn’t save the bunny/
Burma-Shave.” The former Los 
Angeles Dodgers manager Tommy 
Lasorda said, “Baseball is like driv-
ing, it’s the one who gets home safely 
that counts.”

I was bewildered by the day. There 
are days when I can’t remember any-
thing but passwords. I stopped to 
pick up a few groceries. I walked 
through the health food section on 
my way to the ice cream department. 
It made sense. I forgot a couple of 
passwords, but I remembered that a 
million seconds is 11.5 days and a 
billion seconds is 31.7 years.

I’ve learned

Researchers at Delancey Street, a 
debt relief company, analyzed finan-
cial health across 48 states, using 
metrics like debt levels, credit scores, 
income and financial stress. 
Mississippi leads the list of most 
financially strained states, with the 
highest delinquency rate and low 
median income, alongside more than 
half of its residents reporting stress 
from price increases. Louisiana and 
Alabama follow, both showing high 
delinquency rates, declining credit 
scores, and widespread financial 
pressure. Nevada and Florida stand 
out for extreme debt-to-income 
ratios, suggesting many households 
are stretched thin. States like 
Georgia, Texas and Tennessee rank 
in the top 10, where moderate earn-
ings are offset by high debt burdens 
and growing financial anxiety. 
Northern states dominate the least 
strained rankings. Vermont, 
Minnesota and New Hampshire ben-
efit from low delinquency rates, 
strong credit scores, and lower levels 
of financial stress. North Dakota is 
the 40th most stressed state, Iowa is 
ranked 41st and Wisconsin 44th.

I had a Shetland pony. I named 
him Cough Drop because he was a 
little horse.

I led a tour on a cruise to Alaska. 
At one stop, while everybody got off 
for a shore excursion, I decided to 
stay on the ship with those who had 
lost a step and were unable to walk 
well enough to enjoy hoofing around 
a busy city. I sat with them on the 
deck of the ship. We watched whales, 
and I listened to their stories. It was 
fantastic. Last off, first whales. The 
Good Book says the last shall be 
first. When we get too busy, like the 
White Rabbit in “Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland,” who carried a pock-
et watch and said, “I’m late! I’m late! 
For a very important date!” we need 

to slow down, take a good look at 
nature, and listen to the stories of 
others.

Bad joke department
What do you call a Viking who had 

his driver’s license suspended? A 
Hiking.

Why shouldn’t you kick a volcano? 
You might Krakatoa.

My days are backward. I wake up 
tired and go to bed wide awake.

Nature notes
I listened to a brown thrasher and 

its gleeful, repeated musical phrases. 
I want to sing along, but I don’t know 
the words. I recited the human words 
from the mnemonic I’d learned in my 
youth. “Plant a seed, plant a seed; 
bury it, bury it; cover it up, cover it 
up; let it grow, let it grow; pull it up, 
pull it up; eat it, eat it.”

I love watching the exploits of 
birds. Starlings insert their bills into 
the ground, then pry their mandibles 
open, creating a space to grab prey. I 
don’t mind seeing those birds. I’ve 
developed starling callouses.

I heard a spirited discussion in a 
tree and saw the coppertop battery of 
birds. The male brown-headed cow-
bird has a glossy black body with a 
dark brown head.

I gazed at a rose-breasted gros-
beak eating sunflower seeds, crack-
ing the hulls, and spitting them out 
before swallowing the hearts. It did 
so in an effortless way that would 
put any baseball player to shame.

Meeting adjourned
“A part of kindness consists in 

loving people more than they 
deserve.”—Joseph Joubert.

©Al Batt 2026

Northwood
Anchor Opinion

 

Fit to print... Strengthening Iowa’s Voice
Immigration and Workforce Policy

Savvy Senior
Still working at 65? Here’s how to 
handle Medicare
By Jim Miller

Dear Savvy Senior,
My wife and I are approaching 65, but I’m still 

working and have good health coverage through my 
employer. Do we need to enroll in Medicare at this 
point?

--Almost 65
	

Dear Almost,
If you or your spouse is still working past age 65 

and have health insurance through your job, you may 
be able to delay enrolling in Medicare without a late 
enrollment penalty. However, the rules depend large-
ly on the size of your employer.

First, a quick refresher: Remember that original 
Medicare has two parts. Part A, which covers hospital 
care and is premium-free for most people. And Part 
B, which covers doctor visits, lab tests, and outpatient 
care and has a monthly premium of $202.90 in 2026. 
Higher-income individuals (over $109,000) and cou-
ples (over $218,000) pay more.

If you’re already receiving Social Security, you’ll 
automatically be enrolled in Parts A and B when you 
turn 65, and your Medicare card will arrive in the 
mail. It will include instructions on how to return it if 
you have employer coverage that allows you to delay 
Part B.

If you’re still working
Start by talking with your benefits manager or HR 

department to understand how your employer insur-
ance works with Medicare. In most cases, it makes 
sense to enroll in Part A since it’s free. However, if 
you contribute to a Health Savings Account, enrolling 
in Part A will stop those contributions.

Whether you should enroll in Part B usually 
depends on your employer’s size.

Small employer
If your employer has fewer than 20 employees, 

Medicare becomes your primary insurance. In this 
case, you should enroll in Part B during your Initial 
Enrollment Period, which lasts seven months: the 
three months before your 65th birthday, your birth-
day month, and the three months after.

If you aren’t receiving Social Security, you’ll need 
to apply for Medicare. You can do this online at ssa.
gov/medicare/sign-up, by phone at 800-772-1213, or in 
person at your local Social Security office.

If you miss your Initial Enrollment Period, you’ll 
need to wait for the General Enrollment Period, 
which runs January 1 through March 31. Coverage 
begins the first day of the month after you enroll, but 
a 10 percent penalty is added to your Part B premi-
um for each full year you waited. Signing up on time 
helps you avoid both coverage gaps and added costs.

Large employer
If your employer has 20 or more employees, your 

group health plan remains your primary insurance 
while you’re actively working. In this case, you gener-
ally don’t need to enroll in Part B at 65 if your cover-
age is adequate. If you do enroll, Medicare will serve 
as secondary coverage.

Once your employment or employer coverage ends, 
you’ll have an eight-month Special Enrollment Period 
to sign up for Part B without penalty.

Check drug coverage
You should also review your prescription drug cov-

erage. Ask your benefits manager if your employer’s 
plan is considered “creditable.” If it is, you don’t need 
to enroll in a Medicare Part D plan. If it isn’t, you 
should sign up for Part D during your Initial 
Enrollment Period to avoid a penalty – typically 1 
percent of the national average premium for each 
month you delay.

You can compare Part D plans at medicare.gov/
plan-compare.

Need help?
For free guidance, contact your State Health 

Insurance Assistance Program at 877-839-2675 or 
shiphelp.org. You can also call the Medicare Rights 
Center helpline at 800-333-4114.

Navigating Medicare while you’re still working can 
be confusing, but a quick check with your employer 
and a clear understanding of the rules can help you 
avoid costly mistakes. Taking the time to get it right 
now will ensure you have the coverage you need, 
without unnecessary penalties down the road.

Send your questions or comments to questions@sav-
vysenior.org, or to Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070.

 

Ponderings from
the Batt Cave

By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.

The Iowa Newspaper Association 
is presenting a monthly feature in 
Iowa’s newspapers, inviting politi-
cal leaders of each party to offer 
perspectives on different subjects. 
This month’s topic: “Immigration 
& Workforce Policy – How should 
Iowa approach immigration policy 
in a way that addresses border 
security concerns while also sup-
porting the state’s workforce needs 
and economic growth?”

Iowa Can Welcome Legal 
Immigration Without Accepting 
Chaos

By Republican Party of Iowa 
Co-Chair Linda Upmeyer

Iowans are compassionate people. 
We believe in hard work, personal 
responsibility, and following the rules. 
That’s why most Iowans support legal 
immigration and welcome people who 
want to come here the right way, con-
tribute, and build a better life for their 
families.

But Iowans also believe in the rule 
of law and that borders matter and the 
public safety of Americans is para-
mount.

For four years under Joe Biden, 
Washington acted like enforcing immi-
gration law was somehow optional. 
Democrats across the country agreed. 
The result was chaos at the southern 
border and consequences that reached 
every corner of the country, including 
states like Iowa that sit hundreds of 
miles away.

Under Biden, every state became a 
border state.

While the true number may be even 
higher, an estimated 6.7 million illegal 
immigrants entered the United States 
during the Biden administration. 
Americans watched overwhelmed bor-
der communities, cartel activity, 
human trafficking, and dangerous 
criminals take advantage of a system 
that stopped prioritizing enforcement.

Iowans have seen the consequences 
firsthand.

Sarah Root and Mollie Tibbetts 
were young Iowans with bright futures 
who were killed by illegal immigrants 
who should never have been in this 
country. Their families should never 

have had to endure those tragedies.
In Sarah Root’s case, her killer was 

allowed to post bond and fled the coun-
try because of a legal loophole. Years 
later, under President Trump, he was 
finally arrested in Honduras and 
returned to face justice. President 
Trump later signed Sarah’s Law, 
championed by Iowa’s congressional 
delegation, to help ensure no family 
experiences that heartbreak again.

Public safety should never be con-
troversial.

That’s why Republicans in Iowa 
have supported stronger cooperation 
with ICE, banned sanctuary city poli-
cies, and worked to ensure law enforce-
ment has the tools necessary to keep 
dangerous individuals off our streets.

Meanwhile, too many Democrats 
continue to dodge straightforward 
questions about immigration enforce-
ment. While many in his party lob 
insults and attack ICE, Rob Sand, the 
presumed Democrat nominee for gov-
ernor, is silent. He has repeatedly 
avoided clearly stating whether he 
would maintain Iowa’s cooperation 
with ICE. Voters deserve a clear 
answer.

This debate is often framed dishon-
estly. Democrats want voters to believe 
Republicans oppose immigration 
entirely which is simply untrue.

Iowa depends on legal immigration. 
Agriculture, manufacturing, health-
care, and construction all rely on hard-
working people who want to contribute 
to our economy and communities. Iowa 
can support legal immigration while 
also insisting that laws be enforced 
and borders secured. Those ideas are 
not in conflict unless politicians choose 
to make them so.

What Iowans oppose is a system 
where people skip the line, enter ille-
gally, and receive preferential treat-
ment while families who follow the 
legal process wait years to come to this 
country the right way.

Republicans believe immigration 
should be lawful, orderly, and serve 
the interests of American citizens first. 
That includes securing the border, 
deporting criminals who are here ille-
gally, and ensuring states like Iowa 
can continue cooperating with federal 

law enforcement.
The contrast since President Trump 

returned to office has been significant. 
Border crossings have sharply declined, 
deportations have increased, and for 
the first time in decades, the United 
States experienced negative net migra-
tion in 2025 after strong enforcement 
measures were put in place. That hap-
pened because leadership changed and 
priorities changed.

Americans should not be afraid to 
expect enforcement of immigration 
laws. They should not be lectured for 
wanting safe communities or secure 
borders. And they should not be told 
that compassion requires accepting 
disorder and chaos.

Iowans are compassionate people. 
But compassion should never come at 
the expense of public safety, the rule of 
law, or the citizens whom the govern-
ment is elected to protect.

As this election approaches, voters 
should ask themselves a simple ques-
tion: which party is willing to enforce 
the law, support legal immigration, 
and protect Iowa families at the same 
time?

Border Control to Stop Illegal 
Immigration is Necessary to 
Protect the U.S., but Legal 
Immigration is Important Too

Without immigration, Iowa’s econo-
my and services would stagnate and 
weaken

By Iowa Democratic Party Chair 
Rita Hart

Immigration and border control are 
a couple of the most serious issues fac-
ing the U.S. The debate over how 
many legal immigrants should enter 
the country, how to improve the legal 
immigration process, who should be 
granted legal status, and how to 
address the folks who break the rules 
is never-ending. 

It’s easy to fall into the trap of hav-
ing the ‘answers’ to long-running ques-
tions like these be black and white. 
Some would say let everyone in. Others 
would say let no one in. Grant amnesty 
to every illegal immigrant, or deport 
them all back home. These options are 
the wrong fit for the U.S., and they’re 
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100 years 
ago

May 6, 1976
The ladies of Zion Luther-

an Church have organized an 
Aid Society, holding their first 
meeting recently at the Chas. 
Nieman home in Northwood.

An overflowing house 
two nights and a profit of 
$169 to the P.E.O. were 
the outstanding results of 
the “Womanless Wedding,” 
staged in the Northwood 
Theatre last week. Seventy 
men of this city took not only 
kindly but enthusiastically 
to the idea of dressing up 
to impersonate fair ladies 
and worthy male celebrities. 
Among those taking part 
were Eric Linder, Judge 

Kepler, E.M. Sabin, George 
Haight, Herb Satterlee, 
Dr. C.W. Sanders, Bernard 
Carey, Walter R. Johnson, 
C.A. Sharp, Ben Miller, J.J. 
Page, Lou Thompson, Oscar 
Dahl, Elon Barnes, Burrus 
Beard, O.J. Wardwell, Clar-
ence Huus, Lloyd Dillion, 
Emil Urdahl, W.W. Hunter, 
Ellsworth Whitcome, A.F. 
Marshall, Chas. Dwelle, A.R. 
Trenda and others.

Shell Rock and Northwood 
Lutheran congregations ex-
tended a call to Rev. Wilhelm 
Ylvisaker, youngest brother 
of Rev. Carl Ylvisaker, as a 
result of a union meeting in 
the Northwood church  last 
week. Only one candidate 
was named at the meeting 
and it was to him that the 
unanimous call was sent. 
J.W. Ylvisaker is just now 

finishing a year’s work as a 
graduate student at Princ-
eton University. The young 
minister is one of a family of 
seven brothers, five of whom 
are in the ministry, with the 
other two in the medical pro-
fession. He was a member of 
the faculty at Luther Acade-
my, Albert Lea, a year before 
going to Princeton.

In the six cars and some 
30 strong, Northwood High 
School’s musical hopefuls to 
state honors left this morning 
for Iowa City. The boys’ glee 
club, the girl’s quartet and 
Miss Alcienne Olson, pianist, 
will compete in the state 
music contest to be held at 
the University. Also more 
than $200 in money has 
been donated by the people 
of Northwood to help pay the 
expenses of the trip.
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25 years
ago

May 9, 2001
Eleven donations totaling 

$890 boosted the Worth 
County Veterans Memorial 
Fund to $33,405 last week. 
Although the fund is still 
$1,595 short of its $35,000 
goal, the contractor in charge 
of building the monument 
expects work to begin this 
week.

Those involved in the 
design, fundraising the 
construction of the Worth 
County Veterans Memorial 
gathered in the northeast 
corner of Sunset Rest Ceme-
tery last Friday afternoon for 
a groundbreaking ceremony. 

That included Northland 
Construction owner Bud 
Kragenbrink, Northwood 
“Our Buddies” VFW Post 
6779 commander Russ Selvig 
and Northwood VFW mem-
bers Jon Christenson, Gene 
Wietzel, Elton Kuhlmann, 
George Lindflott and Art 
Bendickson. Kragenbrink 
expects construction to begin 
“as soon as it stops raining” 
and hopes to have the work 
finished in time for the Me-
morial Day observance here 
on Monday, May 28.

A Northwood student was 
honored as a recipient of the 
Dean’s Award for Academic 
Achievement at Buena Vista 
University. Carol Follmuth, 
a freshman at BVU, is the 
daughter of Paul and Cyn-
thia Follmuth, Northwood. 
Follmuth received the award 

at the University’s Academic 
and Achievement Awards 
Banquet, held Saturday, 
April 28, on the BVU campus.

Jesse Krull, son of  Dean-
na Krull and Jim Krull, was 
offered summer internships 
with three major airlines. 
Jesse chose the internship 
with Atlantic Coast Airlines 
based out of Washington, 
D.C., which operates in part-
nership with United Express 
and Delta Connections. 

Air Force Airman Kelly L. 
Smith has graduated from 
the pharmacy apprentice 
Phase II course at Wilford 
Hall Medical Center, Lack-
land Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Texas. She is the 
daughter of Mike and Vicky 
Smith, Manly, and is a 2000 
graduate of North Central 
High School, Manly.

75 years 
ago

May 10, 1951
 Thirteen Northwood high 

school students attended the 
high school days and open 
house at Luther College, 
Decorah, on Tuesday. The 
Rev. Alf Jorgenson, S.G. 
Blakestad and Howard Nel-
son, one of the seniors, drove 
cars to Decorah. Others 
making the trip were Curtis 
Rustad, Philip Bottolfson, 
Wallace Blakestad, Verna 
Kalvig, Iola Bakken, Dean 
Sandberg, Kerma Grosland, 
Arlo Jorgenson, Carol 
Lien, Judy Bolender, Faye 
Osmundson and Frances 
Clausen.

Donald Crapser, who has 
been fighting with the Ma-
rines in Korea arrived home 
in Northwood last week for 
an extended furlough. His 
brother Lowell, a seaman 
on the aircraft carrier Valley 
Forge, who had been home 
early a month, left Wednes-
day evening for Bremerton, 
Wash., to rejoin the ship’s 
company.

Worth County Farm 
Bureau women’s leaders 
met Friday and included the 
Mrs. Maynard Bartlett, A.I. 
Linter, Alfred Swensrud, 
Leighton Severson, Oren 
Igou, Arnold Fitzl, Norman 
Norland, Glennis Cooper, 
Lawrence Halvorson, Alfred 
Swanson, Stanley Brighton, 
Harvey Glassell, Claire Dahl 
and Vernon Lyford.

Editorial: We favor legit-

imate scholarships and aid 
in procuring legitimate jobs, 
but feel that under present 
conditions, college athletics 
have strayed too far from 
purely competitive sports for 
the sake of the game itself 
and the glory of winning. 
From the Hartley Sentinel.

Mrs. Ida Gunderson and 
Miss Ella Lobben are on 
their way home from Fuller-
ton, Calif., where they spent 
the winter. Making the trip 
by car, they are visiting sev-
eral places en route and plan 
to get here sometime next 
week. They went to Califor-
nia the middle of December.

C.M. Culbertson was over 
from Carpenter Monday 
forenoon attending to some 
business matters and visit-
ing with friends.

50 years 
ago

May 6, 1976
Dan Stumo, son of the 

Gene Stumos, rural North-
wood, and Jim Hrubetz, 
rural Kensett, were hos-
pitalized with lacerations 
following a one-car accident 
about 1 a.m. Friday, April 
30. Stumo was charged 
with failure to control by 
Iowa Highway Trooper 
Dennis Gerdom.

Seniors from North-
wood-Kensett and North 
Central schools participat-
ed in Law Day Friday at the 
Worth County courthouse in 
Northwood. District judge 
L.E. Plummer presided 
over a mock trial in which 

members of the senior 
classes were named defense 
and prosecution attorneys, 
jury and witnesses. Robert 
Perry, government teacher 
at the Northwood-Kensett 
school made the arrange-
ment for the event.

Steven Smith Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Smith, 
was confirmed Sunday 
at the United Methodist 
Church in Northwood. 

The Viking girls were 
third in a triangular track 
meet at Lake Mills Tues-
day. Scoring was Lake 
Mills 89 1/2, Glenville 49 
1/2 and N-K 49. Winning 
firsts were Debbie Kelly in 
the mile run at 5:58; the 
880 yard medley relay team 
of Wendy Hogen, Colleen 
Otis, Julia Hagen and 
Sandy Knudtson at 2:04 

and the shuttle relay team 
of Wendy Hogen, Colleen 
Otis, June Hagen and Deb-
bie Kelly in :56.6.

N-K golfers ranked sixth 
in the NIC tournament at 
Lake Mills Monday. Scor-
ing were Forest City 181, 
Lake Mills 210, Osage 221, 
Britt 237, Belmond 240 and 
N-K 246. Terri Angell was 
low with 52.

William Schlueter has 
been appointed an agent in 
the Farm Bureau Insurance 
Companies’ Worth County 
agency. Schlueter, who 
lives in Northwood, was 
previously an advertising 
consultant with a Mason 
City radio station. He will 
service Kensett, Barton, 
Fertile, Danville, Lincoln 
and Union townships.

10 years      
ago

May 11, 2016
This Sunday, N-K schools 

will hold graduation cere-
monies for the class of 2016. 
Included amongst this year’s 
graduates will be the sets of 
siblings, Jenna and Ashlyn 
Schaefer and Hannah and 
Hunter Julson.

Julie Hagen Robb, Broker 
Associate with CENTURY 
21 Preferred recently earned 
the CENTURY 21 System’s 
Masters Emerald Award 
following her 2015 sales suc-
cess. Julie is a member of the 
Greater Mason City Board 
of Realtors, the National As-
sociation of Realtors and the 
Iowa Association of Realtors.

N-K High School held its 
annual Fine Arts Awards 
Night on April 29, in conjunc-
tion with the band and choir 
spring concert. Students were 
recognized for their work and 
achievement in band, choir, 
art, drama and speech.

Tthe members of the 
Twenties Club host an annual 
tradition, inviting the ladies 
of the senior class and their 
mothers and mother figures 
to take part in the senior tea, 
an event held since the 1930s. 
At this year’s tea, held in the 
Olson Community Room, 
are Twenties Club member 
Sharyl Lunde, graduating 
senior Tanna Quisley, her 
mother Chris Quisley and 
senior Kailey Eskildsen.

Carrie Stoneking, daugh-
ter of LeAnn and Dennis 
Stoneking of Northwood, will 

graduate with high distinc-
tion from the University of 
Iowa College of Pharmacy on 
May 12 at the Coralville Mar-
riott Hotel and Conference 
Center Grand Ballroom.

N-K’s Scott Hengesteg 
cruises around the corner 
in the 200-meter dash last 
Thursday at the TIC Meet 
in Northwood. The talented 
senior took home a second 
place medal in the event, 
missing first by just 17 tenths 
of a second.

N-K’s Tegan Cotter 
runs her leg of the shuttle 
hurdle relay last Thursday 
afternoon at the TIC Meet in 
Northwood. Cotter and team-
mates Taylor Jorgensen, 
Jacie Davis and Shelby Low 
placed third in the TIC and 
now have the 16th best time 
in Class 1A.

Northwood  
Anchor Obituaries

Eugene Bert Ferden, 98, 
passed away peacefully un-
der hospice care on April 
30, 2026, at the Manly Care 
Center in Manly, Iowa.

Gene was born on Sep-
tember 25, 1927, in Otteson, 
Iowa, to Lester and Esther 
(Fehr) Ferden. He grew 
up in Rolfe and attended 
Rolfe High School. He en-
listed and proudly served 
his country in the United 
States Army from 1945 to 
1947, with service in Korea 
and Guam.

On May 12, 1951, Eu-
gene was united in mar-
riage to Florence Mathre 
at the Basilica of St. Mary 
in Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta. The couple first met in 
Rolfe at a St. Patrick’s Day 
dance, beginning a lifelong 
partnership. They were the 
proud parents of Alan, Ann, 
Peter, Mary, and John.

In 1954, Eugene and 
Florence moved to Man-
ly, where they made their 
home and raised their 
family. Eugene began his 
working career at Marigold 
Dairies as a milk delivery 
driver. He later served as 
manager of the fertilizer 
department at the local co-
Op and also worked as a 
part-time police officer for 
the City of Manly. He went 
on to work for over 20 years 
at Winnebago Industries, 
retiring in 1989 as a Quali-
ty Control Technician.

During their children’s 
younger years, Gene was 
actively involved as a Boy 
Scout troop leader and a 
4-H leader, reflecting his 
commitment to youth and 
community.

A devoted public servant, 
Gene served two terms on 
the Manly City Council and 
later as Mayor of Manly 
from 1980 to 1989. He also 
dedicated 25 years to the 
Worth County Veterans 
Affairs Board, advocating 

for fellow veterans. He was 
also the founder of Manly 
Railroad Ag Days, a testa-
ment to his dedication to 
celebrating and strength-
ening the local community.

Eugene was a lifetime 
member of the American 
Legion, where he served 
as Vice Commander, and 
was also active as a life-
time member of the VFW 
and DAV. He was a mem-
ber of the Lions Club and 
was honored with the pres-
tigious Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship Award. He was 
also recognized as a Worth 
County Outstanding Se-
nior Citizen. In addition, 
Eugene was a member of 
NARFE and volunteered 
extensively throughout his 
life.

Eugene and Florence 
shared a love of travel and 
adventure. Following his 
retirement, they explored 
49 states in their Winneba-
go, in addition to making 
treks across Canada and to 
Mexico. They also traveled 
extensively in Europe, vis-
iting Switzerland, France, 
Italy and Norway. Closer to 
home, they cherished time 
with their grandchildren, 
especially their annual 
summer day trips to Adven-
tureland.

Eugene had a deep ap-
preciation for the outdoors 

and enjoyed fishing, golfing 
and searching for geodes. 
He was also an avid Min-
nesota Vikings fan and had 
a special interest in collect-
ing Civil War-era cannons.

Eugene will be remem-
bered for his lifelong ded-
ication to his country, his 
community, and his family. 
His legacy of service, gener-
osity, and quiet leadership 
leaves a lasting impact on 
all who knew him.

He is survived by his 
children, Alan (Doreen) 
Ferden, Ann (Dean) Yezek, 
Peter (Priscilla) Ferden, 
Mary Harris and John 
(Gina Perri, MD) Ferden; 
as well as many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren 
and great-great-grandchil-
dren; brother in law, Roger 
(Pat) Mathre; sister-in-law, 
Jean Biederman; and his 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends.

Gene is preceded in 
death by his wife, Florence; 
his parents; and siblings, 
Janice (Robert) Fuchs and 
Donald (Mary Lou) Fer-
den; and in-laws, Richard 
and Nadine Mathre, Rob-
ert Biederman, Delbert and 
Mary Ann Watson.

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held 10:30 a.m. on 
Friday, May 22, at Epiph-
any Parish - Holy Family 
Catholic Church, 722 N. Ad-
ams Avenue, Mason City, 
with Rev. David O’Connor, 
Celebrant. Inurnment will 
follow in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Mason City.

Gene’s family will greet 
friends from 9:30 until 
10:30 a.m. at the church on 
Friday.

In lieu of flowers and 
other customary remem-
brances, memorials may be 
left in Gene’s honor to the 
Manly American Legion, 
Post 110, or the Mason City 
VFW.

Eugene Ferden

EUGENE FERDEN

definitely the wrong fit for 
Iowa.

The true solution, like 
everything in life, is going to 
be more complicated and 
requires leaders to work out 
common-sense solutions. 
That has obviously not been 
happening.

Let’s be clear. We need a 
secure border. Violent crimi-
nals should not be admitted 
and those who commit violent 
crimes after they are here 
should be deported. Iowans 
need and have the right to feel 
safe in their homes. 

The questions we are fac-
ing are complicated by the 
reality of what’s happening in 
Iowa. 

Iowa has an aging popula-
tion. People are having fewer 
babies. If health care becomes 
better, if jobs paid better, if 
child care becomes more 
accessible and affordable – 
maybe that would turn the 
situation around. Our reality 
right now, though, is that 
Iowa’s aging population puts 
more pressure on government 
services because a greater 
percentage of our citizens rely 
on them. At the same time, 
we have fewer young people 
who fund and work to provide 
these services, a double 
whammy that has a strong 
potential to reduce the quality 
of life in our state.

The reality is that Iowa 
has alleviated some of these 
issues with immigration into 
the state. More than 7 percent 
of Iowa’s labor force is for-
eign-born. An estimated 20 
percent of doctors in Iowa 
were born outside the United 
States.

Iowa has a history of help-
ing immigrants, as evidenced 
by Republican Governor 
Robert Ray’s program to wel-
come immigrants from 
Southeast Asia, particularly 
Tai Dam people, who were 
fleeing from war in 1975. 

Iowans are compassionate. 
We understand the human 
reality that people do what’s 
best for their families because 
that’s what we do ourselves. 
So, we understand when fam-
ilies choose to flee from vio-
lence and starvation to pro-
tect their family members 
and Iowans have been proud 
to help those folks in the past.

However, we need to keep 
our own borders safe and 
secure in order to protect our 
own families.

Banning all immigration 
would be a detriment to Iowa. 
Allowing the immigration of 
everyone who wished to cross 
our borders would also be a 
detriment to Iowa and to the 
country. Right now, the path 
to legal immigration takes too 
long and costs too much 
money. The solution must be 
found in the middle. We need 
a solution that acknowledges 
our aging population, allows 
us to provide a safe haven for 
those who truly need it, fills 
the need for younger people in 
the workforce, streamlines 
and lowers the cost of legal 
immigration, and recognizes 
and celebrates the contribu-
tions immigrants have 
already made and will contin-
ue to make to our communi-
ties and state.

It’s nonsense that 
Democrats want to open up 
the border and let undocu-

mented citizens access pro-
grams like SNAP and 
Medicaid. This is fearmonger-
ing and politics at its worst 
and it is just not true.

Bigotry and hatred have no 
place here. We’re perfectly 
capable of policing our bor-
ders without fearmongering 
about the ‘other’ that lies in 
wait just outside the lines 
drawn on our maps, just as 
we’re completely capable of 
crafting an immigration poli-
cy that’s merciful and effec-
tively addresses our economic 
needs and realities. 

Iowans are tired of the 
grandstanding and inaction 
on an issue that truly divides 
our society. The way to change 
our immigration system is by 
electing people who have 
thoughtful solutions and are 
willing to work across the 
aisle to find compromise so 
that good, common-sense 
immigration policy can 
become our new reality. 

I have an inkling that Bob 
Ray would’ve been able to do 
this, and we have politicians 
today who can follow in his 
wise footsteps. It’s time for 
change because we’ve been 
divided by this issue for too 
long.

The immigration debate 
won’t end with this column, 
just as it won’t end with this 
election. But the debate 
should be grounded in reality 
and treated like a serious dis-
cussion, not as a way to whip 
people into a frenzy and never 
provide solutions that unite 
us rather than divide us.

Iowa is better than that. 
Iowans are better than that.

Voices
Cont. from Page 8
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People’s Right 
to Know

Northwood  
Anchor

PROFESSIONAL 
CARD

Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

91 9th St. S., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-9844  Fax 641-324-9844

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. Thursday
First Lutheran Church

For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244

NORTHWOOD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

641-324-1340

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. -  Noon

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Legal

THE IOWA DISTRICT 
COURT FOR WORTH 

COUNTY
CASE NO. ESPR 009510

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF 
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT 

OF EXECUTOR, AND 
NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF MARILYN R. 
DOLLOFF, Deceased

To All Persons Interested 
in the Estate of Marilyn R. 
Dolloff, Deceased, who died on 
or about April 13, 2026:

You are hereby notified 
that on April 27, 2026, the 
Last Will and Testament of 
Marilyn R. Dolloff, deceased, 
bearing date of June 25, 1990, 
was admitted to probate in the 
above-named court and that 
Gary Dolloff was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any ac-
tion to set aside the will must 
be brought in the district court 
of said county within the later 
to occur of four months from 
the date of the second pub-
lication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mail-
ing of this notice to all heirs 
of the decedent and devisees 
under the will whose identi-
ties are reasonably ascertain-
able, or thereafter be forever 
barred.

Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the 
estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate 
shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later 
to occur of four months from 
the date of the second pub-
lication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mail-
ing of this notice (unless oth-
erwise allowed or paid) a claim 
is thereafter forever barred.

Gary Dolloff
Executor of Estate

113 Westminster Dr.
Mackinaw, IL 61755

Timothy A Casperson, 
ICIS#: AT0001472
Attorney for Executor
Casperson Law Office, PLC
102 N. 2nd Ave W.
PO Box 145
Lake Mills, IA 50450

Day of second publication 
the 13th day of May, 2026.

18-2t

Notice

The Annual Report of the 
Carrie and Oren Igou Scholar-
ship Fund is available at the 
address noted below for in-
spection during normal busi-
ness hours by any citizen who 
so requests within 180 days 
after publication of this notice 
of its availability. 

Carrie and Oren Igou 
Scholarship Fund 

Douglas A. Krull, Trustee 
714 Central Avenue, 

Northwood, IA 50459. 
Telephone: 641- 324-1981. 
The Principal Manager is 
Tom Watts. 641-324-2122

Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS 
OF WORTH COUNTY, 

STATE OF IOWA, THAT 
THE PRIMARY ELECTION 

WILL BE HELD ON 
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2026.

The polls for said election 
will be open from 7:00 a.m. un-
til 8:00 p.m.  Voters must vote 
in their precinct of residence.  
If you are unsure of your vot-
ing location for this election, 
please contact the auditor’s of-
fice at 641-324-2316.  You may 
also verify the voting location 
for your address at:  https://
sos.iowa.gov/elections/voter-
reg/pollingplace/search.aspx.  

PRECINCT #1– 
Grafton Community Center-

202 6th Avenue
Deer Creek, Barton, Union, 
part of Grove Township and 

City of Grafton

PRECINCT #2 – 
Manly City Hall-

106 South Broadway Street
Lincoln Township and the 

City of Manly

PRECINCT #3 – 
Joice Community Center-

106 Main Street
Bristol, Silver Lake, part of 
Hartland Township and the 

City of Joice

PRECINCT #4 – 
Kensett Community Center-

300 Willow Street
Brookfield and Kensett Town-
ship and the City of Kensett

PRECINCT #5 – 
Hanlontown 

Community Center-
214 Main Street

Danville Township and the 
City of Hanlontown

PRECINCT #6 – 
Fertile City Hall-

3494 Eagle Avenue
Fertile Township and the City 

of Fertile

PRECINCT #7 –
The Timbers-

500 Central Ave 
Part of both Grove and Hart-
land Townships and the City 

of Northwood
VOTER ID
Pre-registered voters are 

required to provide an ap-
proved form of identification 
at the polling place before re-
ceiving and casting a regular 
ballot.  Voters who are not 
pre-registered such as voters 
registering to vote on Election 
Day and voters changing pre-
cincts must also provide proof 
of residence.  A voter who is 
unable to provide an approved 
form of identification (or prove 
residence if required) may 
have voter’s identity/residence 
attested to by another regis-
tered voter in the precinct, 
prove identity and residence 
using Election Day Regis-
tration documents, or cast a 
provisional ballot and provide 
proof of identity/residence at 
the County auditor’s Office by 
June 8, 2026, at noon.  Election 
Day Registrant attesters must 
provide an approved form of 
identification.  For additional 
information about providing 
proof of identity and/or resi-
dence visit:   https://sos.iowa.
gov/voters/voter-id-faq  You 
may also contact the audi-
tor’s office at 641-324-2316.  
Pre-registration deadline is 
Monday, May 18 at 5:00 p.m.  

VOTER ACCESSIBILITY
The voting site is fully ac-

cessible to persons with physi-
cal disabilities.  Each precinct 
has an FVT machine, which is 
a voter assist terminal for any-
one who has a visual impair-
ment or any difficulty in read-
ing the ballot.  Any voter who 
is physically unable to enter 
a polling place has the right 
to vote in the voter’s vehicle.  
Curb-side voting is available 
at the site for voters unable 
to leave their vehicle.  Vot-
ers may also choose another 
person to assist them to vote, 
except their employer, em-
ployer’s agent or an officer or 
agent of the voter’s union.  For 
further information, please 
contact the county auditor’s 
office at the telephone num-
ber or E-mail address listed 
below.  Telephone:  641-324-
2316 Email address: auditor@
worthcountyiowa.gov. 

ABSENTEE VOTING
All absentee voters must 

complete an absentee ballot 
request from which is avail-
able by request, on our website 
https://elections.worthcoun-
tyiowa.gov/ or our office, 641-
324-2316.  

In-person: Starting May 

13, 2026, voters may cast an 
absentee ballot in the Worth 
County auditor’s office during 
office hours, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday 
until June 1, 2026.  Curbside 
voting is available at this time, 
voters shall contact our office 
on arrival, 641-324-2316.  

By mail: Absentee ballot re-
quest forms must be received 
in our office by Monday, May 
18 at 5:00 p.m. (deadline to 
mail absentee ballots). ***Ab-
sentee ballots must be re-
ceived in the auditor’s office by 
the time polls close on election 
day at 8:00 p.m.  

EXTENDED HOURS
Monday, May 18, 8:00 a.m.-

5:00 p.m./Friday, May 29, 8:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m./Saturday, May 
30, 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

POST-ELECTION AUDIT
The Post-Election Audit 

for this election will be Thurs-
day, June 4 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
County auditor’s Office.  The 
public is welcome to attend 
this demonstration.

CANDIDATE LISTING
Sample ballots are avail-

able on our Elections Website 
at the following link: https://
elections.worthcountyiowa.
gov/

Office, Candidates, Party
US Senator
  Josh Turek...........Democratic
US Senator
  Zach Wahls..........Democratic
US Representative - District 2
  Kathy Dolter........Democratic
US Representative - District 2
  Lindsay James....Democratic
US Representative - District 2
  Clint Twedt-Ball.Democratic
Governor
  Rob Sand..............Democratic
Secretary of State
  Ryan Peterman...Democratic
Auditor of State
  Taylor Wettach....Democratic
Treasurer of State
  John Norwood......Democratic
Secretary of Agriculture
  Chris Jones..........Democratic
Attorney General
  Nate Willems.......Democratic
State Representative-District 
60, Alexander Schmidt.............
...............................Democratic
Board of Supervisors - District 
1, No Candidate....Democratic
Board of Supervisors - District 
3, No Candidate....Democratic
County Treasurer
  No Candidate......Democratic
County Recorder
  No Candidate......Democratic
County Attorney
  Dexter Banks.......Democratic
Office, Candidates, Party
US Senator
  Jim Carlin........... Republican
US Senator
  Ashley Hinson..... Republican
US Representative - District 2
  Charlie McClintock................ 	
............................... Republican
US Representative - District 2
  Joe Mitchell......... Republican
Governor
  Eddie Andrews.... Republican
Governor
  Randy Feenstra... Republican
Governor
  Zach Lahn............ Republican
Governor
  Brad Sherman..... Republican
Governor
  Adam Steen......... Republican
Secretary of State
  Paul D. Pate........ Republican
Auditor of State
  Chris Cournoyer.. Republican
Auditor of State
  Abigail Maas....... Republican
Treasurer of State
  Roby Smith.......... Republican
Secretary of Agriculture
  Mike Naig............ Republican
Attorney General
  Brenna Bird......... Republican
State Representative-District 
60, Jane Bloomingdale.............
............................... Republican
State Representative-District 
60, Dani Ollenburg...................
............................... Republican
Board of Supervisors - District 
1, Marena Henkle. Republican
Board of Supervisors - District 
3, Mike Hanson..... Republican
Board of Supervisors - District 
3, Gary H. Hengesteg............... 	
............................... Republican
County Treasurer
  Jake Hanson........ Republican
County Recorder
  Jolene Hickle....... Republican
County Attorney
  Jeffrey H. Greve.. Republican

I, Jacki A. Backhaus, Worth 
County Auditor and Commis-
sioner of Elections, do hereby 
certify that the above races 
and candidates will appear on 
the ballots in specific jurisdic-
tions to be voted upon in the 
PRIMARY Election on June 2, 
2026.  

Jacki A. Backhaus
Worth County Auditor & 

Commissioner of Elections
Worth County, Iowa

Notice May 4, 2026
Nineteenth Day

The Worth County Board of 
Supervisors met pursuant to ad-
journment with Mark Smeby and 
A.J. Stone, present.  Enos Loberg, 
absent.  All members voting “AYE” 
unless noted.  

Meeting called to order by 
Stone, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve today’s agenda and April 
27, 2026 minutes.  Motion carried.       

Motion Smeby/Second Stone 
to approve drainage claims in the 
amount of $20,783.81 per the fol-
lowing schedule.  Motion carried.  

Derrick Barnes, DD 1, Beavers	
........................................... $100.00

Bolton & Menk Inc, DD 6 Main, 
Prof Services................... $1,905.00

Northwood Anchor Inc., DD 10 
Lower Main, Publication.. $607.99

Agrivia PLLC, DD 10 Lower 
Main, Prof Services........ $1,100.00

Bolton & Menk Inc., DD 14 
Lower Main Tile, Prof Services.....
........................................... $822.25

Northwood Anchor Inc., DD 14 
Lower Main Tile, Publication........ 	
............................................. $67.09

Bolton & Menk Inc., DD 14 Up-
per Main Tile, Prof Services.......... 	
........................................... $224.25

Northwood Anchor Inc., DD 14 

Upper Main Tile, Publication........ 	
............................................. $18.30

Bolton & Menk Inc., DD 14/Lat 
4 Tile, Prof Services.......... $224.25

Northwood Anchor Inc., DD 14/
Lat 4 Tile, Publication........ $18.30

Bolton & Menk Inc., DD 14/Lat 
5 Tile, Prof Services.......... $224.25

Northwood Anchor Inc., DD 14/
Lat 5 Tile, Publication........ $18.30

Bolton & Menk Inc., DD 18 
Main, Services ............... $2,615.00

Helgeson Drainage Inc., DD 
23/Lat 9B & 9B1, Repairs..............
........................................ $1,270.00

Aspen Acres, DD 30, Repairs... 	
........................................ $2,593.83

Derrick Barnes, DD 46 Main, 
Beavers.............................. $500.00

Bolton & Menk Inc., DD 46 
Main Open Ditch, Prof Services....
........................................ $8,475.00

Grand Total............. $20,783.81 
Motion Smeby/Second Stone 

to approve the DD #17 work order 
submitted by Dan Benson.  Motion 
carried.

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve seasonal employee Gary 
Brunsvold at $20.50/hour effective 
May 15, 2026, as submitted by sec-
ondary roads.  Motion carried.  

Motion Stone/Second Smeby 
to acknowledge and place on file 
the manure management plan up-
dates for Nate & Melissa Moretz 

#69342, Engels Nursery 2 #68500 
and Johnson West #58515.  Mo-
tion carried.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
continue with Central Iowa Deten-
tion Center as a non-voting mem-
ber county.  Motion carried.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
rescind the March 16. 2026 motion 
to opt out of CSN for FY27.  Mo-
tion carried.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve the Customer Preventive 
Maintenance Agreements for the 
three generators at the Water & 
Wastewater treatment plants with 
3E.  Motion carried.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve the new small water tow-
er painting and signage proposed 
by the Diamond Jo Casino.  Mo-
tion carried.  

Vice-chairperson Stone re-
cessed the regular session at 8:50 
A.M.

Vice-chairperson Stone recon-
vened the regular session at 8:55 
A.M.  

Elizabeth Thyer, Gardiner + 
Company conducted the FY25 Au-
dit review.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
adjourn at 9:25 A.M.  Motion car-
ried.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Enos Loberg, Chairperson 

Supervisors

The Annual Report of the 
Esther E. Losee Scholarship 
Fund is available at the ad-
dress noted below for inspec-
tion during normal business 
hours by any citizen who so 
requests within 180 days after 
publication of this notice of its 

availability. 
Esther E. Losee 

Scholarship Fund 
714 Central Avenue 

Northwood, IA 50459 
The Principal Manager is: 
Douglas A. Krull, Trustee 
Telephone: 641-324-1981

Notice

Notice
The Annual Report of the 

Truman and Lorraine Julseth 
Scholarship Fund is available 
at the address noted below for 
inspection during normal 
business hours by any citizen 
who so requests within 180 
days after publication of this 

notice of its availability.
Truman and Lorraine 

Julseth Scholarship Fund.
714 Central Avenue, 

Northwood, IA 50459. 
The Principal Manager is 

Andy J. Julseth, Secretary. 
Telephone: 641-324-1981.

Friday overnight guests 
at the Joe Nydegger home 
were Anna and Clare Ny-
degger of Mt. Vernon, Iowa.  
They came especially to at-
tend the bridal shower of 
Kelsie Willert held at the 
Bolan Schoolhouse and 
Cultural Center on Satur-
day morning.  Coming on 
Saturday to join them was 
Evelyn Nydegger of Ellen-
dale, Minnesota.  Dale and 
Sandy Koppen of Arnolds 
Park came to the Nydegger 
home on Saturday morn-
ing, and Sandy attended 
the shower.  They stayed 

for the afternoon.  In the 
evening Kelsie Willert and 
Reese Drenth; Cole Willert 
and Jenna Stene; Scott and 
Lori Willert were supper 
guests at the Nydegger 
home. 

The ladies of Bolan 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church hosted the Bridal 
Wedding Shower Brunch 
for Kelsie Willert of Ames 
at the Bolan Schoolhouse 
and Cultural Center on 
Saturday morning.  Kelsie 
will become the bride of Re-
ese Drenth of Ames on Sat-
urday, June 6, 2026.

Bolan
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THOFSON
PLUMBING, HEATING & 

COOLING

Full Service Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

Commercial, Residential 
& Remodeling

Tim Thofson
Bus.: 641-324-3253
Cell: 641-390-0864

2000 Central Ave. • Northwood, IA

Kirby Knudtson

641-324-9988

804 8th St. N., Northwood

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

Cory Marsh

Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (515) 528-7996
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (515) 528-7996

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Miscellaneous
Does your basement or crawl space need some attention? Call Thrash-
er Foundation Repair! A permanent solution for waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking concrete and nasty crawl spaces. FREE Inspec-
tion & Same Day Estimate. $250 off ANY project with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-954-5087 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.
Miscellaneous
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-844-
376-4154
Miscellaneous
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-456-3917
Miscellaneous
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545

FOR RENT
FOR RENT:  Two bedroom 
apt. for rent in Northwood. 
$545 per month includes gas, 
water, oven, refrigerator & 
community laundry. Available 
in May. Call 641-390-1394.

15-tf TP

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Classified Display 50 Words or less $15; 

10¢ a word after 50  
(Minimum charge $15)

$6.80 per column inch; $1.50 Billing 
Charge; Phone 324-1051 

or by Deadline Noon on Fridays

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 16 Horse 42” Cut 
Huskey Lawn Mower. Make of-
fer. Call 641-390-1404.    19-1t*

Serving

North Iowa

Since 1980

4350 Dancer Ave.
St. Ansgar, Iowa

We Take Pride In 
Our Quality Service!

Don't let an old system slow you down!
"Forget the Rest, Come See the BEST!"

New & Used
Computer Sales & Service

Windows 7 available on all systems!
• Custom Built Computers

• Custom Servers • Custom Networking 
• Upgrades on Older Systems 

• Websites

Call Nick or Tim Today: 
(641) 713-2141

Meeting Minutes
Board of Directors

Lake Mills Community 
School District

May 4, 2026
Regular meeting of the board:
President Ryan Joynt called 

the regular meeting to order at 
5:00 P.M. in the Library–Media 
Center at 102 South 4th Avenue 
East, Lake Mills, Iowa, and de-
termined a quorum. The follow-
ing board members were present: 
President Ryan Joynt, Vice Pres-
ident Kari Osheim, Jake Thomp-
son, and Kristin Wempen. Jolene 
Helgeson was absent. Others 
present included Superintendent 
Chris Rogne, Secondary Principal 
Steve Madson, Elementary Princi-
pal Connor Kem, Board Secretary 
Drake Abbey, and guests.

Agenda:
Wempen moved to approve the 

agenda. Osheim seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried with all 
ayes.

Administrative and other re-
ports:

Mr. Rogne commented on an-
nouncements and celebrations 
and recognized school board mem-
bers for School Board Recognition 
Month. Mr. Madson and Mr. Kem 
gave building-level reports. Three 
4th graders presented a fundrais-
er proposal for recess equipment. 
Mr. Rogne gave a system-wide re-
port and facilities update.

Consent agenda:
Wempen moved to approve all 

items as presented on the consent 
agenda. Thompson seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with 
all ayes.

1. Approval of previous min-
utes

2. Approval of officials
3. Approval of fundraisers: 

FFA (plant sale); 4th grade (recess 
equipment)

4. Approval of financial reports
5. Approval of committee re-

ports
6. Acceptance of donations: 

$2,000 from the Emmons Amer-
ican Legion to the Bulldog Assis-
tance Fund; memorials from Bert 
Hanson in memory of Nancy Han-
son for the area of special educa-
tion

7. Approval of personnel items
a. Resignations: Josie Gilbert-

son (from learner assistant); Judy 
Sell (from part-time kitchen help)

b. New hires, appointments, 
and adjustments: issuance of con-
tracts for 2026-2027 TLC positions 
as presented

8. Approval of open enrollment 
requests

a. Out: Shelby Devora requests 
her kindergartener attend North 
Iowa; Courtney Vanderplas re-
quests his 12th grader attend Ma-

son City
9. Approval of partnerships & 

agreements
a. Continuation of sharing 

agreement with North Iowa for 
curriculum director

Old business:
Osheim moved to approve the 

second reading of board policies 
409.5, 409.7, 414.5, and 414.7. 
Thompson seconded the motion. 
The motion carried with all ayes.

New business:
1. Thompson moved to ap-

prove the class of 2026 graduates 
pending meeting all graduation 
requirements. Wempen seconded 
the motion. The motion carried 
with all ayes.

2. Mr. Rogne presented a pro-
posal from Trane for front-end 
controls for the HVAC system that 
controls the safe room. The esti-
mated price is $57,710. Osheim 
moved to accept the proposal from 
Trane for safe room HVAC front-
end controls. Thompson seconded 
the motion. The motion carried 
with all ayes.

3. Mr. Rogne presented the 
tentative agreement with the 
Lake Mills Education Associa-
tion and the proposed 2026-2028 
master contract. The proposal in-
cludes raises of $1,000 per FTE for 
2026-2027. The generator base for 
extra-duty contracts will increase 
by $700 to $36,300 for 2026-2027. 
In addition, a middle school girls’ 
wrestling coaching position will be 
added to the extra-duty schedule 
at a pay rate of five percent of the 
generator base. The base wages 
for new teachers will not change 
for 2026-2027, so the BA base re-
mains at $50,000. Salaries for the 
2027-2028 school year have not yet 
been determined. Wempen moved 
to approve the negotiated agree-
ment with the LMEA for the 2026-
2028 school years as presented 
and approve the issuance of teach-
ing and extra-duty contracts for 
the 2026-2027 school year with a 
return date of Thursday, May 28. 
Thompson seconded the motion. 
The motion carried with all ayes. 
The increase in teaching salaries 
is approximately 1.59 percent.

4. Mr. Rogne presented a pro-
posal for non-certified staff con-
tracts for 2026-2027 that have not 
already been issued. The proposal 
includes salary increases of 1.59 
percent for the nutrition director, 
maintenance director, transporta-
tion director, and school business 
official. In addition to this amount, 
the proposal includes a further 
$7,200 salary increase for the 
school business official as present-
ed. Osheim moved to approve the 
issuance of contracts for directors 
and others on a contracted salary 
as presented with a return date 

of Thursday, May 28. Wempen 
seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with all ayes.

Presentation and approval of 
bills:

1. Osheim moved to approve 
payment of payment application 
number 1 for the high school gym 
HVAC project when it is received, 
pending Mr. Rogne’s approval. 
Wempen seconded the motion. 
The motion carried with all ayes. 
This payment may be due before 
the next regular board meeting.

2. Thompson moved to approve 
payment of the list of bills as pre-
sented. Wempen seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried with all 
ayes.

Next meeting:
The next regular board meet-

ing is scheduled to be held in the 
Library–Media Center on Mon-
day, June 8, 2026, at 5:00 P.M.

Adjournment:
Wempen moved to adjourn the 

meeting. Osheim seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with 
all ayes. The meeting adjourned at 
5:48 P.M.

Ryan Joynt, Board President
Drake Abbey, Board Secre-

taryList of bills:
Vendor Name	 Description	

Amount
Fund Number 10
General Fund
Access Systems, Supplies...114.89
Amazon Prime, Supplies.....828.60
Carroll Band Program
  Registration.........................60.00
Central Iowa Wind Ensemble
  Registration.........................45.00
Central Rivers AEA
  Transfer of state funding.............	
........................................16,680.10
Danielle Theis Consulting, LLC
  Professional development............	
..........................................4,000.00
Dept. of Inspections, Appeals, & 
Licensing.Inspection & permit fee	
.............................................175.00
Des Moines Register #1150, The 
  Subscription........................58.71
Floyd County Treasurer................
  Field trip..............................49.00
Forest City Community School
  Four Oaks NITC...........17,415.23
Garcia, Olivia, Supplies........36.00
Grimco, Inc.
  HP L630 latex printer..22,757.00
Harland Clarke, Supplies...142.29
Hillyard Inc., Supplies.....1,168.90
Instrumentalist Awards LLC
  Supplies...............................27.50
Iowa Testing Programs
  Test registration.............1,572.00
ISEBA
  Retiree insurance...........6,034.20
J.W. Pepper & Son, Inc.
  Supplies.............................144.99
Jostens, Inc., Supplies........753.75
Krull, Joan
  Travel reimbursement......133.28
Lake Mills Lumber Company

  Supplies.............................181.88
Levine, Claire 
  Choreography....................150.00
Manufacturers Bank & Trust 
Company, Fees......................74.00
MARC/Mid-American Research 
Chemical, Supplies..............142.77
Menards - Mason City
  Supplies...............................28.97
Mock, Richard , Services.....150.00
Nelson Septic Services LLC
  Portable restroom rentals.275.00
Rognes, Rachel
  Mileage reimbursement......42.05
Scholastic Book Fairs - 04
  Book fair funds collected.2,591.52
School Bus Sales Co.
  Supplies..........................1,634.77
Shiffler Equipment Sales, Inc
  Supplies.............................253.80
State Industrial Products
  Supplies.............................477.30
Young Plumbing & Heating
  Service calls....................2,749.56
Fund Number 10............80,948.06
Fund Number 22
Management Levy Fund
ISEBA
  Retiree insurance..............991.38
Lake Mills CSD - Self-Insurance 
Fund, Retiree insurance.....117.62
Fund Number 22..............1,109.00
Fund Number 71
Self-Insurance Fund
Advantage Administrators
  Services...........................9,478.78
Fund Number 71..............9,478.78
Fund Number 21............................
Student Activity Fund
Albert Lea Community Theater

  Props and costumes..........200.00
Algona Community School Dis-
trict, Entry fees...................150.00
Amazon Prime, Supplies.....173.08
Belmond-Klemme High School
  Entry fees..........................200.00
CheapesTees.com
  Supplies.............................616.26
Clear Lake High School.................
  Entry fees..........................150.00
Forest City Fine Arts Patrons
  Props and costumes..........100.00
Forest City High School
  Entry fees..........................210.00
Game One, Supplies.........4,636.42
.Garner-Hayfield-Ventura Schools
  Entry fees..........................350.00
Hampton-Dumont High School
  Entry fees..........................300.00
Iowa Association of Track Coach-
es, Entry fees.......................323.00
Iowa High School Golf Coaches 
Association, Dues..................45.00
J.W. Pepper & Son, Inc.
  Supplies.............................132.33
Lake Mills Lumber Company
  Supplies.............................154.00
National FFA Organization
  Supplies.............................236.50
North Butler CSD
  Entry fees..........................110.00
Osage High School
  Entry fees............................90.00
Schriever, Rhonda, Supplies.59.52
St. Ansgar High School..................
  Entry fees..........................180.00
Steele, Megan, Supplies......287.17
Suntken, Christopher
  Officiating..........................200.00
Texsource Indiana

  Supplies.............................146.91
Wartburg College
  Entry fees..........................537.00
West Hancock High School
  Entry fees............................85.00
Fund Number 21..............9,672.19
Fund Number 33
SAVE Fund
Access Systems Inc.
  Copier lease....................5,136.80
School Bus Sales Co.
  Blue Bird bus..............172,855.00
Fund Number 33..........177,991.80
Fund Number 36............................
Physical Plant & Equipment Levy 
Fund
BlueAlly Technology Solutions 
LLC,
Equipment......................17,764.10
Forest City Community School
  Four Oaks NITC.............1,413.24
Partitions Plus, Inc.
  Partition............................565.00
Young Plumbing & Heating
  Rebuild west geothermal pump...	
..........................................2,964.00
Fund Number 36............22,706.34
Fund Number 61............................
School Nutrition Fund
Brandenburg, Alex, Refund.600.00
Fund Number 61.................600.00

List of officials:
Randy Lewis, MS B Track, 

05/05/2026.........................$200.00
Dan Schuknecht, MS G Track, 

05/08/2026.........................$200.00

Lake Mills Community School

THE IOWA DISTRICT 
COURT FOR WORTH 

COUNTY
CASE NO. ESPR009509

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF 
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT 

OF EXECUTORS, AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF KENNETH 
BLOCK, Deceased

To All Persons Interest-
ed in the Estate of Kenneth 
Block, Deceased, who died on 
or about April 12, 2026:

You are hereby notified 
that on April 23, 2026, the 
Last Will and Testament of 
Kenneth Block, deceased, 
bearing date of July 20, 2022, 
was admitted to probate in 
the above-named court and 
that Stephanie Hannon and 
Jennifer Cooper have been 
appointed Co-Executors of the 
estate. Any action to set aside 
the will must be brought in 

the district court of said coun-
ty within the later to occur of 
four months from the date of 
the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the 
date of mailing of this notice 
to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the will whose 
identities are reasonably as-
certainable, or thereafter be 
forever barred.

Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the 
estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate 
shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later 
to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month 
from the date of mailing of this 
notice (unless otherwise al-

lowed or paid) a claim is there-
after forever barred.

Dated this May 1, 2026

Stephanie Harmon, 
Co-Executor of Estate

999 450th St.
Northwood, IA 50459

Jennifer Cooper, 
Co-Executor of Estate

1039 Manor Drive
Mason City, IA 50401

Timothy A. Casperson, 
ICIS#: AT0001472
Attorney for Executors
Casperson Law Office, PLC
102 N. 2nd Ave. W.
P.O. Box 145
Lake Mills, IA 50450

Date of second publication 
the 20th day of May, 2026.

19-2t

Notice

Deadline 
for the 

Northwood 
Anchor
Fridays 
by 3 p.m.

Creating coasters
Northwood-Kensett middle school students recently took part in an event that had them creating roller coasters out of uncon-
ventional materials. Using paper products, they made tracks for marbles to travel on. The coasters were judged based on how 
successful the tracks were in moving the marbles, the design, teamwork, visual elements and more.
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This Sunday, the 43 
members of the Lake Mills 
class of 2026 will celebrate 
their graduation.

Lake Mills’ commence-
ment ceremony will be held 
this Sunday, May 17, at 2 
p.m. at Lake Mills High 
School.

The class quote is "Why 
fit in when you are born to 
stand out?" by Dr. Seuss. 
The class flower is the yel-
low rose. The class colors 
are purple and gold.

Lake Mills 
Class of 2026

Haley Arias
Dylan Aukes
Kaydence Barden
Emerson Bechtel
Grace Bechtel
Kate Bechtel
Stephen Brandenburg
Noah Brunsvold
Jersey Budach
Samuel Cannon
Rian Cardona
Dakota Chavez
Landyn Christian

Nash Delger
Owen Flatness
Mason Gaetzke
Samuel Grothe
Reagan Ham
William Humphrey
Caden Hunter
Gavin Huston
Hailey Jensen
Olivia Kaufman
Josiah Kjeldahl
Piper Kjeldahl
Avah Klebsch
Abby Koeppen
Hannah Maas

Austin Mannes
Ava Menke
Gracie Pederson
Mya Peterson
Royce Peterson
Micah Roberts
Knute Rogne
Jasmine Schwartz
Zachary Stene
Ella Thompson
Hayden Thompson
Madison Thompson
Isaiah Torres
Teyla VanHeiden
Dakota White

Lake Mills High School Class of 2026 graduates this Sunday

Lake Mills artists place third in conference
Students at Lake Mills High School took part in the Top of Iowa Conference Art Show, with the school placing third amongst 
17 schools. Lake Mills also shared their T-shirt screen printing press. Taking first place at the Art Show were Lane Rygh in 
Oil Painting, Film and a Student Best of Show Award and Gracie Pederson – Photography Edited. Taking second place were 
Dakota Chavez – Animation & Graphic/Computer Design 2D, Natalie Gomez – Jewelry/Metalsmithing, Betsy Byars—Ceramics 
Handbuilt Functional. Taking third place were Teyla VanHeiden – Collaborative Arts and Reese Delger – Fiber Arts.

By Julie Salisbury
The Lake Mills boys trav-

eled to Britt on Monday, May 
4, for the Eagle Co-ed Relays 
and placed third with 85 
points.

In the 100-meter dash, 
Asher Reese was 10th with 
a time of 13.47 and Conner 
Van Roekel was 11th with a 
time of 13.74.

The 4x100 relay team 
placed third with a time of 
46.61. (no names available)

Rylan Keough was eighth 
in the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 25.90 and Isaiah Tor-
res was ninth with a time of 
27.02.

The 4x200 relay team 
placed sixth with a time of 
1:40.00. (no names available)

Jaeron Bendickson was 
seventh in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 1:05.10.

The 4x400 relay team 
placed sixth with a time of 
9:43.97.

Joseph Charlson placed 
second in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:15.07 and 
Brayden Eden was seventh 
with a time of 2:25.47.

The 4x800 relay team 
placed second with a time of 
9:43.97. (no names available)

The sprint medley team 
placed second with a time of 
1:45.90. (no names available)

Hayden Thompson placed 
second in the 1600-meter run 
with a time of 4:48.24.

The distance medley team 
placed sixth with a time of 
4:25.50.

The shuttle hurdle relay 
team placed second with a 
time of 1:07.28 (no names 
available)

Zach Stene placed first in 

the 400 hurdles with a time 
of 59.33.

Austin Mannes placed 
sixth in the long jump with a 
distance of 18-06.50.

Josiah Kjeldahl placed 
first in the shotput with a 
throw of 43-10.00 and Leif 
Rogne finished eighth with a 
throw of 31-10.00.

Knute Rogne finished 
eighth in the discus with a 
throw of 94-10 and Anthony 
Poley was 12th with a throw 
of 69-00.

On Thursday, May 7, the 
Bulldogs traveled to North 
Union for the Top of Iowa 
Conference West meet and 
placed third with 94 points.

Stene placed fourth in the 
100-meter dash with a time 
of 11.59 and Landyn Chris-
tian was 14th with a time of 
12.50.

Lucas Helgeland placed 
sixth in the 110-hurdles with 
a time of 17.59 and L. Rogne 
was 12th with a time of 20.13.

Keough finished 15th in 
the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 26.62 and Torres was 
17th with a time of 27.03.

Stene placed third in the 
400-meter dash with a time 
of 51.03 and Brayden Eden 
was 15th with a time of 58.44.

In the 400 hurdles, Mason 
Helgeson finished 10th with 
a time of 1:06.04.

K. Rogne placed third in 
the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:02.92 and Joseph 
Charlson placed sixth with a 
time of 2:11.36.

K. Rogne placed first in 
the 1600-meter run with a 
time of 4:34.02 and Thomp-
son placed third with a time 
of 4:38.98.

The 3200-meter champion 
was K. Rogne with a time of 
9:52.75 and Thompson placed 
second with a time of 9:55.55.

L. Rogne placed fifth in the 
discus with a throw of 121-03 
and Poley was 15th with a 
throw of 86-09.

Asher Stensrud was 10th 
in the high jump with a jump 
of 5-02.00.

Austin Mannes was ninth 
in the long jump with a dis-
tance of 17-01.00.

Kjeldahl placed third in 
the shotput with a throw of 
42-05.75 and L. Rogne was 
11th with a throw of 37-10.50.

The sprint medley relay 
team of Noah Delger, Stene, 
Christian and Stensrud 
placed sixth with a time of 
1:44.01.

The distance medley relay 
team of Delger, Christian, L. 

Helgeland and Royce Peter-
son placed fifth with a time of 
3:59.65.

The 4x100 relay team of 
Christian, Helgeson, Sten-
srud and Kjeldahl with a 
time of 47.66.

The 4x200 relay team of 
Helgeson, Stensrud, Hel-
geland and Kjeldahl placed 
eighth with a time of 1:40.47.

The shuttle hurdle relay 
team of Helgeson, Helge-
land, Helgeland and Kjeldahl 
placed fourth with a time of 
1:07.02.

The 4x400 relay team of 
Delger, Lane Rygh, K. Rogne 
and Stene placed third with a 
time of 3:38.13.

The 4x800 relay team of 
Charlson, Peterson, Thomp-
son and Rygh placed third 
with a time of 8:36.44.

K. Rogne and Thompson finish one-two in 3200 meter run

Lake Mills DARE graduates
Students in grades 5-6 at Lake Mills have spent several weeks working with Officer Olson of the Lake Mills Police Department  
learning about safe, healthy and responsible decisions, saying “No” to risky behavior and tools for their lifetime. The students 
recently celebrated their graduation from the Dare program this year.
. 

Taking the cake
Students in the Foods 2 class at Lake Mills put their baking 
and decorating skills to the test with the Spring 2026 Cake 
Competition. The students created traditional designs and 
more creative decorative designs. Students and staff were 
then invited to sample and vote for their favorites.
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Lake Mills News
Sports

By Sarah Ham

Ham earns medalist 
honors

On April 13, their second 
meet of the year, the Lake 
Mills Golf Teams traveled to 
Eagle Grove to compete 
against North Union and 
host, Eagle Grove. 

The boys earned 2nd place 
as a team with a score behind 
North Union with a score of 
180. 

Sam Grothe led the team 
with a 42. Carter Ham record-
ed a 44 with Korbin Abele 
and Braylon Hanson adding a 
46 and 48 respectively. 

In the girls meet Reagan 
Ham, senior, earned Medalist 
honors with a 42. Also con-
tributing to the Bulldog team 
score was Avah Klebsch with 
a 65, Kennadee Pederson 
with an 85 adn Katie Grothe 
with an 87. The team earned 
second place behind Eagle 
Grove.

Lady Bulldogs travel to 
Bear Creek

The Lady Bulldogs trav-
eled to Bear Creek Golf 
Course in Forest City to com-
pete in yet another TIC West 
Conference meet. 

Reagan Ham led all scores, 
earning medalist honors with 
a 42. 

Head Girls Golf Coach, 
Travis Laudner, said, “The 
girls golf team traveled to 
Forest City for a Conference 
triangular meet on Tuesday 
and finished 2nd in the team 
race. All 4 girls improved 
their scores from our previous 
meet.” Avah Klebsch record-
ed a 58. Kennadee Peterson 
and Katie Grothe added per-
sonal bests with at 71 and 80 
respectively.

Bulldogs compete at Britt 
Golf Course 

On Thursday, April 16, the 
Lake Mills Boys and Golf 
team traveled to Britt to com-
pete against West Hancock 
and Bishop Garrigan. 

The boys team was led in 
scoring by Sam Grothe with a 
40. Cartwer Ham followed 
with a 45 while Braylon add 
the third team score with a 
49. Korbin Abele added a 52 
to the team score for a total of 
186. 

On the girls side the team-
Reagan Ham led the team 
score with a 49. Avah Klepsch, 
Kennadee Peterson and Katie 
Grothe added 53, 66, 67 
respectively.

Bulldogs playing at Rice 
Lake

The boys and girls golf 
team resumed conference 
playby hosting their first 
meet at Rice Lake Golf Course 
against the Forest City 
Indians and the Garner 
Hayfield Ventura Cardinals.

Both teams came up short 
against the Indians and 
Cardinals, with the boys and 
girls finishing 3rd in the team 
race. Braylon Hanson led the 
boys with a 40. Sam Grothe 
followed up with a 41 while 
Carter Ham recorded a 43. 

Reagan Ham tallied the 
low round for the girls, with a 
45. Avah Kelbsch add a 41 
and Kennadee Pederson fin-
ished with a 59. 

Freshmen finish strong 
for the Bulldogs

The Lake Mills Bulldogs 
hosted their final home meet 
of the year on Friday, April 
24, in what turned out to be a 
beautiful afternoon. North 
Union and Eagle Grove trav-
eled to Rice Lake Golf Course 
against the Bulldogs.

The boys team saw a 
strong showing from three 
freshmen starters, Braylon 
Hanson, Carter Ham and 
Connor Helgeson. Ham 
earned runner-up medalist 
honors with a 38, while 
Helgeson add a 39 and 
Hanson recorded a 41. Sam 
Grothe rounded out the team 
score with a 41. The boys won 
the team race with a 159, 
their lowest team score of the 
year. 

The girls team was led by 
junior Kennadee Pederson, 
who earned runner-up med-
alist honors with a season low 
49. Reagan Ham followed 
close behind with a 51. Avah 
Klebsch and Delaney Imler 
logged a 57 and 73, respec-
tively. The girls finished 2nd 
as a team with a 224.

The Bulldogs will continue 
TIC play when they travel on 
Monday, April 27th to Bear 
Creek to compete against 
Bishop Garrigan and host 
team, Forest City.

Bulldogs compete at 
Belmond

The boys and girls golf 
team traveled to Belmond, 
Friday, May 1, to compete 
against North Iowa and host, 
Belmond-Klemme.

Both Bulldog teams came 
away with a victory, with the 
boys team shooting a 171 
while the girls team also took 
first in the team race with a 
227. 

Senior Sam Grothe earned 
medalist honors with a 1 over 
par, 38. Braylon Hanson shot 

a 41, and Carter Ham and 
Connor Helgeson rounded out 
the team score with a 43 and 
49, respectively. “Our boys 
continue to show improve-
ment and are playing their 
best golf as we head into 
post-season play. Sam Grothe 
continues to lead the way, 
with Carter and Braylon hit-
ting their stride with solid 
rounds the past two meets." 

The girls team saw both 
seniors, Reagan Ham and 
Avah Klebsch, earn medals. 
Ham shot a 43 for medalist 
honors, and Kelbsch shot a 54 
to earn the runner-up medal-
ist spot. Kennadee Peterson 
shot a 59, and Delaney Imler 
added a 71 for the girls. 

Hanson, Ham earn 
medalist honors 

The lake mills golf team 
had a strong showing against 
conference opponents, Garner 
Hayfield-Ventura and West 
Hancock on May 4. The 
Bulldogs battled cold tem-
peratures and windy condi-
tions, but played well. 

The freshmen golfers 
again put together solid 
rounds to help the team earn 
first place with a 161. Braylon 
Hanson was the medalist 
with a 2-over-par, 38. Carter 
Ham earned 3rd place honors 
with a 40, and Connor 
Helgeson shot a 41. Sam 
Grothe shot a 42 to complete 
the team score. 

The Girls team shot their 
season best, 211, to take sec-
ond place in the team race. 
Reagan Ham led all scores, 
earning medalist honors with 
a 40 and Avah Klebsch earned 
3rd place with a 52. Kennadee 
Peterson and Delaney Imler 
continue to improve their 
scores with a 65 and 64. 
Coach Laudner commented 
on the girls’ work: "The girls 
have impressed me through-
out the season as they have 
improved each week, both 
individually and in team 
results. Reagan Ham has 
been a strong leader all sea-
son and picked up medalist 
honors once again in Belmond 
and Garner. Avah, Kennadee 
and Delaney have shown con-
sistent improvement all sea-
son, and we are excited to 
head into the post-season to 
see what they can do." 

The Bulldogs will finish 
regular season play with their 
18 hole conference meet, held 
Monday, May 11. The boys 
will play at Belmond Golf 
Course, and the girls will 
travel to Britt.

Catching up on Lake Mills golf

By Julie Salisbury
The Lake Mills girls 

track team had two oppor-
tunities to run last week 
and are definitely putting 
up some great times as 
they head into their district 
meet on Thursday, May 14.

On Monday, May 4, the 
team traveled to Britt for 
the Eagle Relays and they 
placed second with 140 
points.

In the 100-meter dash, 
Jacklyn Gallardo placed 
second with a time of 13.51 
and Ezy Kleveland was 
11th with a time of 15.74.

The 4x100 relay team 
placed fourth with a time of 
56.09.  (no names available)

In the 200-meter dash, 
Regan Eastvold placed sec-
ond with a time of 26.90 
and Hillary Hanson was 
ninth with a time of 31.11.

The 4x200 relay team 
placed third with a time of 
2:01.53  (no names avail-
able)

Afton Dean placed fifth 
in the 400-meter run with a 
time of 1:15.60 and Kleve-
land was 10th with a time 
of 1:34.94.

The 4x400 relay team 
placed fourth with a time 
of 4:50.23. (no names avail-
able)

Kate Machin was sev-
enth in the 800-meter with 
a time of 3:06.23 and Lil-
lian Young was eighth with 
a time of 3:15.47.

The 4x800 relay team 
placed first with a time of 
12:20. (no names available)

Tori Holton placed sixth 
in the 1500-meter run with 
a time of 6:31.28 and Lay-
lah Ingledue was seventh 
with a time of 6:45.47.

The sprint medley team 
placed third with a time of 
2:07.60 and the distance 
medley team placed fifth 
with a time of 5:30.56. (no 
names available)

Ari Stensrud placed first 

in the 100-meter hurdles 
with a time of 17.03 and 
Tatum Sauer placed fifth 
with a time of 17.92.

The shuttle hurdle relay 
team placed second with a 
time of 1:16.30. (no names 
available)

Kaylie Sylvana placed 
fifth in the 400 hurdles 
with a time of 1:22.55 and 
Sauer placed sixth with a 
time of 1:22.96.

Kara Renneker placed 
third in the 3000-meter run 
with a time of 12:40.17 and 
Sylvana placed fourth with 
a time of 13:13.89.

Mackenzie Budach 
placed second in the long 
jump with a distance of 15-
05.50 and Alana Throne 
placed third with a distance 
of 14-09.50.

Stensrud placed third in 
the high jump with a height 
of 4-06.

In the shotput, Betsy 
Byars placed second with a 
throw of 31-10.50 and Dean 
placed fourth with a throw 
of 31-02.25.

Ava Menke placed first 
in the discus with a throw 
of 114-06 and Hadlee 
Thompson placed sixth 
with a throw of 94-03.

On Thursday, May 7, 
the girls traveled to North 
Union for the Top of Iowa 
Conference West meet and 
placed third with 89 points.

In the 100-meter dash, 
Regan Eastvold placed 
third with a time of 13.18 
and Gallardo placed sev-
enth with a time of 13.74.

In the 100-meter hur-
dles, Stensrud was ninth 
with a time of 18.65 and 
Faith Stene was 11th with 
a time of 19.20.

In the 200-meter dash, 
Eastvold placed fourth with 
a time of 26.79 and Reese 
Delger placed eighth with a 
time of 30.00.

In the 400-meter dash, 
Liz Oldenkamp placed 

eighth with a time of 
1:11.29 and Dean finished 
10th with a time of 1:12.41.

In the 400-hurdles T. 
Sauer placed first with a 
time of 1:10.14.

Renneker placed eighth 
in the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:43.10 and Sylvara 
finished 12th with a time of 
2:50.88.

Renneker placed sixth 
in the 1500-meter with a 
time of 5:39 and Sylvara 
finished ninth with a time 
of 5:58.09.

Menke won the discus 
title with a throw of 115-
04 and Thompson finished 
11th with a throw of 85-06.

Budach placed second in 
the high jump with a jump 
of 5-00 and she placed third 
in the long jump with a dis-
tance of 14-11.75.

Byars placed sixth in 
the shotput with a throw of 
31-09.75 and Dean placed 
seventh with a throw of 31-
03.75.

The sprint medley re-
lay team of Gallardo, Ellie 
Mondt, Eastvold and T. 
Sauer placed second with a 
time of 1:54.02.

The distance medley 
team of Gallardo, Reese 
Delger, Stensrud and Ren-
neker placed fifth with a 
time of 4:55.53.

The 4x100 relay team 
of Gallardo, Mondt, Han-
son and Kendall Leonhardi 
placed fifth with a time of 
53.92.

The 4x200 relay team of 
T. Sauer, Cora Sauer, Bu-
dach and Eastvold placed 
third with a time of 1:49.49.

The 4x400 relay team 
of Delger, Budach, Throne 
and Stensrud placed fifth 
with a time of 4:38.16.

The 4x800 relay team 
of Sylvara, Katie Machin, 
Jaselyn Islas and Renneker 
placed fourth with a time of 
11:27.49.

Lake Mills girls second 
at West Hancock

Winnebago Extension 
hosts summer programs

Winnebago County 
Extension will hold a num-
ber of summer programs. 
There is a deadline of May 
27 to sign up for the pro-
grams.

Program topics include 
informational and crafting 

flowers, canvas tote bags, 
style, fair help, door hang-
ers, astronaut, babysit-
ting, livestock, mosaics, 
art, wildlife, design and 
more. A full list can be 
found online at www.
extension.iastate.edu/win-

nebago/summer-programs.
Those that would like to 

register may sign up on 
the 4-H Online website, 
online at www.extension.
iastate.edu/4h/4-h-online.

Lake Mills 
students 
succeed at
Honor Band
These young student musi-
cians represented Bulldog 
Pride recently at the Heart-
land Honor Band event in Car-
roll. Mrs. Holtan’s fifth grade 
band students Gracie Roder 
and Lyndsey Oldenkamp are 
pictured. The sixth grade band 
also participated in the event.

Lake Mills 
students make 
baskets for 
May Day
Students in Mrs. Kingston’s 
third grade class at Lake 
Mills helped celebrate May 
Day. They spent a day making 
over 100 May baskets for 
the school and community. 
The handmade treats were 
destined for school staff, TK 
students and pen pals at Mills 
Harbour Assisted Living.

Lake Mills Library learns about ambulance/EMTs
The “Little Learners” program at the Lake Mills Library continued with its “Community Helper” 
program recently, as Angie with the Lake Mills Ambulance and EMTs visited. She reassured the 
kids that the ambulance is there to help them when they are hurt. The kids also got to tour an 
ambulance and heard the sirens as Angie drove away.

BELMOND GOLF MEDALISTS CARTER BRAYLON
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Lake Mills Class of 2026

HALEY ARIAS
Parents: Sarah & Ryan Purser
Future plans: Attend NIACC, 
then UNI for Art Education 
(teach middle school)

KAYDENCE BARDEN
Parents: Kelly Kingland & 
	 Josh Barden
Future plans: Attend UNI for 
BSN, become ER/pediatric nurse

GRACE BECHTEL
Parents: Chad & Shannyn Bechtel
Future plans: UW–Superior 
(basketball), Communications/
Media Arts

 

KATE BECHTEL
Parents: Chad & Shannyn Bechtel
Future plans: UW–Superior 
(basketball) ,  Pediatric 
Psychologist

EMERSON BECHTEL
Parents: Chad & Shannyn Bechtel
Future plans: NIACC welding 
program pipeline/oil rig welding

NOAH BRUNSVOLD
Parents: Jane Brunsvold
Future plans: College for 
Business

JERSEY BUDACH
Parents: Chris & Christine 		
	 Budach
Future plans: NIACC for 
Nursing

RIAN CARDONA
Parents: Mike & Danyel Cardona
Future plans: Coe college, wants 
to teach History/English

DAKOTA CHAVEZ
Parents: Sam Chavez & Pedro 	
	 Lopez
Future plans: College to become 
an animator

LANDYN CHRISTIAN
Parents: Cory & Kallie Christian
Future plans: UNI for Business

OWEN FLATNESS
Parents: Jessica Adams
Future plans: Work for a farmer
  

MASON GAETZKE
Parents: Ryan & Kathy Gaetzke
Future plans: UNI for Financial 
Management

SAMUEL GROTHE
Parents: Randy & Christi Grothe
Future plans: Coe College • 
Iowa State (Biomedical 
Engineering)

REAGAN HAM
Parents: Jamie & Sarah Ham
Future plans: NIACC (golf) • 
UNI (Math Education)

NASH DELGER
Parents: Josh & Jaci Delger
Future plans: Powerline pro-
gram at Northwest Iowa CC

DYLAN AUKES
Parents: Andrew Aukes & 
	 Cassie Roe
Future plans: Skilled Trades 
program at NIACC

SAMUEL CANNON
Parents: Amanda Cannon 
Future plans: Study computers 
at NIACC

STEPHEN BRANDENBURG
Parents: Alex & Erin 
	 Brandenburg
Future plans: Luther College 
(wrestling), Biology PA

CADEN HUNTER
Parents: Kelli & David Hunter
Future plans: Associate’s 
Automotive Technician

GAVIN HUSTON
Parents: Shelly & Richard Rye
Future plans: NIACC • Auto 
Mechanic

HAILEY JENSEN
Parents: Todd & Amanda Jensen
Future plans: Northern Illinois 
University (BSN, NICU nurse)

OLIVIA KAUFMAN
Parents: Chris & Katie Kaufman
Future plans: “Live her best 
life”

WILLIAM HUMPHREY
Parents: Matt Humphrey
Future plans: Continue working 
in the Lake Mills area.

Broadband
Voice • Video

800-592-6105 • wctatel.net

GOULDS ~ Water Systems

• SALES • SERVICE • BACKHOE 
• TRENCHING • INSTALLATIONS 
• WELL DRILLING & UPDATING

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
OSTRANDER FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1976

Commercial & Residential

592-4231
LAKE MILLS

829-3898
VENTURA

“Your One Stop Shop since 1964”
804 North Lake Street • Lake Mills, IA 50450

641-592-3571 
midwaytooling.com

202 N. Washington St • Lake Mills, Iowa 
641-592-2800

102 S. Iowa St., Lake Mills, IA 50450

641-592-8282

JOSIAH KJELDAHL
Parents: Brad & Karrie Kjeldahl
Future plans: Undecided

These Businesses would like to Congratulate the Class of 2026
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Lake Mills Class of 2026

AVAH KLEBSCH
Parents: Becky Levorson & Bob 
Klebsch
Future plans: NIACC • Hawkeye 
CC (Dental Hygiene)

 

HANNAH MAAS
Parents:  Erica Benny & 
	 Keith Mass
Future plans:  NIACC • 
Automotive Technology

AUSTIN MANNES
Parents: Kyle & LuAnn Mannes 
Future plans: NIACC for 
Business   

ABBY KOEPPEN
Parents:  Jake & Jaci Koeppen
Future plans: NIACC (Ag degree) 

 

GRACIE PEDERSON
Parents: Jeff & Erin Pederson 
Future plans: Iowa State 
(Biology & Photography)  

MYA PETERSON
Parents: Ben & Megan Peterson
Future plans: DMACC for 
Nursing   

MICAH ROBERTS
Parents: Mindy & Nathan 
	 Roberts
Future plans: Work at grocery 
store
    

KNUTE ROGNE
Parents: Chris & Courtney Rogne
Future plans: Central College 
(Business Marketing, athletics)
   

JASMINE SCHWARTZ
Parents: Anthoniette & Scott 	
	 Schwartz
Future plans: Upper Iowa 
University (All-Science, wrestling)
  

ELLA THOMPSON
Parents: Brad & Nicole Thomp-
son; Robin & Chris Martinson 
Future plans: NIACC • RN/BSN 
(Pediatrics)
   

HAYDEN THOMPSON
Parents: Brian & Angie 
	 Thompson
Future plans: Business degree • 
cross country 

MADISON THOMPSON
Parents: Forrest & Siouxzee 
Thompson 
Future plans: University of Iowa 
(Nursing)
  

ISAIAH TORRES
Parents:  Justina & Javier
Future plans: Considering land-
scaping
  

ZACHARY STENE
Parents:  Kendra & Andy Stene
Future plans: NIACC 
(Automotive degree) 

PIPER KJELDAHL
Parents:  Bradley & Karrie 
Kjeldahl
Future plans: Study Social Work 
(college undecided) 

ROYCE PETERSON
Parents: Ben & Megan Peterson
Future plans:  Iowa State (Ag 
Business)
   

AVA MENKE
Parents:  Kyle & Marie Menke
Future plans:  Iowa State 
(Family & Consumer Sciences)

TEYLA VANHEIDEN
Parents:  Dale & Ona Lee
Future plans:  NIACC/Ellsworth 
(undecided major)
   

DAKOTA WHITE
Parents:  Dan & Denise White
Future plans: Law enforcement 
(no college)
  

641-585-5555

745 Hwy. 69 North, Forest City
www.ForestCityFord.com

605 N. Mill St • Lake Mills
641-592-2141

CAVETT’S
LAWN & GARDEN 

EQUIPMENT

Put the Trust in Tomorrow, Contact us today.

WINNEBAGO INSURANCE AGENCY
301 W. MAIN • LAKE MILLS

641-592-1271

YOU CAN TRUST THE

Duraclean
FREE QUOTATION

DURACLEAN By DOUG
641-592-5772

Doug Hanna ~1003 Washington • Lake Mills, IA

DURACLEAN
DIFFERENCE

641-590-2210 • Lake Mills • danokepl@gmail.com

CLASS 
OF

2026! CONGRATULATIONS!

DON’S 
MOTOR MART

401 W. Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-9966

• Dylan Aukes •
• Rian Cardona •

• Landyn Christian •
• Sam Grothe •

and the Class of 2026!
We wish you much 

success in the future!

DAVE’S AUTO SERVICE
101 W. Main • Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-9951

CONGRATULATIONS!

EMERSON 
BECHTEL

and the
Class of 2026!

These Businesses Congratulate the 

Class of 2026

The
Northwood

Way to Go 
Class of 2026
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New Kioti CS2520
25hp Diesel, 2 Range Hydro, MFWD, 

3pt, 540 pto, R14 Tires, 
SL2420 loader with QA bucket, 

SM2460 60” mid mower

New Altoz TRX766I
38.5hp Kawasaki EFI, 66” finish cut 
deck, Hydro-Gear ZT-5400 High/Low 

Transmission,  Turf Tracks

New Altoz TRX561
29.5hp Kawasaki EFI engine, 61” 

finish cut deck, Hydro-Gear ZT-4400 
Transmission, Torqflex  

Front Suspension

New 2026 Altoz 
TFX766I

Kawasaki EFI 38.5 hp, 66” HV 
All-Terrain Rear Discharge Deck, 

All-Terrain Terraflex Tracks, TRI-Axis 
Front Suspension

New 
CL Fab 

Dominator 
Tree Puller
Jaws open 60” 

wide, 2 Cylinders, 1” Thick jaws, with 
Removable bolt on Root Rippers, 

31” Tall Guard 3/8” thick

New Altoz XP610SSI
Kawasaki EFI 34.5 hp, 61” Finish Cut 

Aero Deck, Hydro-Gear ZT-4400 
Transmission, Tri-Axis Front Suspension

$23,000

$26,000 $15,000 $4,400

1 MAPLE ST. • KENSETT, IA 50448 • 641-845-2199

Amazing Spring Sales

D&L EQUIPMENT

$19,700$21,700
or Free Loader 

Discount 
$18,000

By Rebecca Houg
The Northwood-Kensett High 

School Trap Team has officially 
kicked off its season, showing great 
focus and skill on the line. 

Over the first month of compe-
tition, the team has demonstrated 
consistent improvement and sports-
manship. There are two return-
ing seniors this year who are both 
great marksmen: Aiden Moretz and 
Collin Houg. We also have a good 
number of new and returning un-
derclass members who are showing 
great potential.

The trap team's first shoot was 
April 2 with Riceville hosting at the 
Mitchell County Trap Range. Col-
lin Houg won first place male with 
a score of 49 and Ivy Toresdahl got 
first place female.

On April 4 amid strong winds, 
rain and snow flurries in Nashua, 
Trinity Vandiver scored 45 earning 
her first place female. Collin scored 
49, which tied him for first place, 
and he ended up taking second 
place after the shoot off. 

The Mason City Mohawks host-
ed April 6 at the Ventura Gun Club 
and Northwood-Kensett won first 
place as a team, with scores from 
Collin Houg 49, Aiden Moretz 46, 
Trinity Vandiver 45, Keegan Lund 
45. and Isabel Butler 42. Collin's 

score also earned him first place 
male, Trinity 2nd place female and 
Isabel won 3rd place female after 
winning a tie breaking shoot off.

On April 11 the team was back in 
Ventura and after winning a shoot 
off against Mason City the N-K Trap 
Team earned 2nd place with scores 
from Collin 50, Aiden 48, Trinity 46, 
Isabel 45 and Keegan 44. Collin's 50 
straight earned him first place and 
Aiden won second place after a four-
way tie was settled in a shoot off for 
the males. Trinity's score earned 
her second place and Isabel placed 
third for the females.

The following Monday, April 13, 
the team was in Osage and Col-
lin had another perfect score of 50 
straight that earned him 1st place 
male. Then on April 16 in Kensett 
Collin shot a 47 earning him 3rd 
place male and on April 18, Collin 

earned third place with a score 
of 43 when the team was at the 
Mitchell County Trap Range hosted 
by St. Ansgar.

On April 20, the team contin-
ued to build momentum, shooting 
in Ventura, the N-K Trap Team 
earned first place with scores from 
Collin Houg, Trinity, Aiden, Ivy, 
Keegan and Isabel. Collin shot an-
other 50 straight earning first place 
male and Trinity placed second 
with a score of 45 for the females. 

On April 22 the team was shoot-
ing in Austin at Cedar Valley Con-
servation Club and Collin placed 
3rd male with a score of 47.

On April 25 the team was back 
in Austin, this time for the South-
land Invitational and Ivy Toresdahl 
earned second place with a score of 
47.

On April 27 at the Ventura Gun 
Club Trinity placed first with a 
score of 46 and Ivy placed second 
with a 41 after winning a tie break-
ing shoot off. The team's score of 
214 earned them third place overall 
with scores from Trinity 46, Kee-
gan 43, Aiden 42, Collin 42 and Ivy 
41. The team also got third place in 
Osage on Thursday, April 30th with 
a score of 221 comprising scores 
from Aiden 47, Ivy 46, Trinity 46, 
Collin 41, and Keegan 41.

On May 2 the team did a great 
job in Ventura at the Mohawk 100 
Invitational where over 180 student 
athletes competed. After shooting 
100 targets instead of the usual 
50, Ivy earned second place with a 
score of 91 and Trinity placed third 
with a 90. Collin hit the first 50 

straight and ended with a score of 
97 which tied him for second place 
which he won in the shoot off.

On May 4, Ivy earned second 
place female with a score of 45. 
Thursday May 7th at Isaac Wal-
ton in Kensett the N-K Trap Team 
placed second with scores from Aid-
en 48, Collin 47, Trinity 45, Isabel 
45, Ivy 42, and Kaylah 42. After 
a four way tie breaking shoot off, 
Trinity won first place and Isabel 
took third for the women. Aiden 
placed second after a shoot off to 
break a three way tie for the men.

Coach Andy says he's impressed 
with the dedication and improve-
ment shown by all team members 
and he's looking forward to finish-
ing strong in the second half of the 
season.

N-K Trap team takes top awards for first half of the season
Ventura Gun Club - April 27 - 3rd Team

First place team April 20 
Ivy, Aiden, Collin, Trinity, Brayden and Isabel

April 27 first place team
Aiden, Collin, Keegan, Trinity and Isabel

April 11 Collin Houg first
Aiden Moretz second

May 2 Ivy Toresdahl second 
Trinity Vandiver third

Ivy Toresdahl, Trinity Vandiver 
and Isabel Butler

N-K Senior Collin Houg has 
had three perfect scores of 
50 straight this season so 

far.

By Julie Salisbury
The Northwood-Kensett 

Vikings traveled to Garner on 
Monday, May 4, for the Don 
Hoppel Co-Ed Relays and fin-
ished in eighth place with 43 
points.

In the 100-meter dash, 
Kale Bode was 14th with a 
time of 14.45.

The 4x100 relay team of 
Alex Tiedemann, Gabe 
Aleman, Alec Ducommun and 
Ethan Franck placed sixth 
with a time of 47.55.

In the 200-meter dash, 
Aydan Schutz was 13th with a 
time of 28.22 and Tucker 
Duvall was 14th with a time of 
28.74.

The 4x200 relay team of 
Weston Heims, Aleman, 
Landen Nelson and Franck 
placed sixth with a time of 
1:42.34.

Duvall was 10th in the 400-
meter run with a time of 
1:02.01.

The 4x400 relay team of 
Carson Tufte, Dagen Peterson, 
Henry Hanson and Nelson 
placed fourth with a time of 
3:50.82.

In the 800-meter run, 
Peterson placed sixth with a 
time of 2:16.67 and Ronan 
Penfold was 14th with a time 
of 3:17.09.

The 4x800 relay team of C. 
Tufte, Zach Heiken, Peterson 

and Nelson placed third with 
a time of 9:21.01.

The sprint medley relay 
team of Franck, Hayzin 
Jacobson, Aleman and 
Ducommun placed sixth with 
a time of 1:47.70.

In the 1600 meter, Heiken 
placed fifth with a time of 
5:10.54 and Jacobson was 
12th with a time of 5:57.82.

Kolton Robinson was sev-
enth in the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time 17.06 and B. Tufte 
was 11th with a time of 21.53.

The shuttle hurdle relay 
team of B. Tufte, Heims, 
Hanson and Robinson placed 
fourth with a time of 1:09.05.

Robinson was ninth in the 
400 hurdles with a time of 
1:06.25 and Heims was 12th 
with a time of 1:08.89.

Hanson finished 10th in 
the long jump with a distance 
of 16-4.25.

Tiedemann was 11th in 
the shotput with a throw of 
34-7.5 and Max Johnson was 
14th with a throw of 30-3.

On Thursday, May 7, the 
Vikings hosted the Top of 
Iowa East Conference meet.

In the 100-meter dash, 
Jacobson was 11th with a 
time of 12.63 and Duvall was 
16th with a time of 13.47.

Robinson placed fifth in 
the 110-meter hurdles with a 
time of 16.42 and B. Tufte 

was 10th with a time 
of 18.05.

Franck finished 
11th in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 
24.99 and Ducommun 
was 13th with a time 
of 25.48.

Hanson was sev-
enth in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 
56.45 and Peterson 
was ninth with a time 
of 57.04.

Robinson was 10th 
in the 400-meter hur-
dles with a time of 
1:04.86.

Peterson was ninth in the 
800-meter run with a time of 
2:24.34 and Penfold was 13th 
with a time of 3:13.36.

Heiken was eighth in the 
1600-meter run with a time of 
5:04.20 and Penfold was 14th 
with a time of 7:06.16.

Tiedemann was 15th in 
the discus with a throw of 
101-08 and Johnson was 16th 
with a throw of 99-07.

Jacobson placed fourth in 
the long jump with a distance 
of 19-01 and Hanson was 
eighth with a distance of 
17-09.

Tiedemann was eighth in 
the shotput with a throw of 
38-10.25 and Johnson was 
15th with a throw of 31-08.25.

The sprint medley team of 

Franck, Jacobson, Aleman 
and Ducommun placed sixth 
with a time of 1:46.43.

The distance medley team 
of Ducommun, Schutz, 
Jacobson and Carson Tufte 
placed sixth with a time of 
4:08.21.

The 4x100 relay team of 
Tiedemann, Aleman, B. Tufte 
and Franck finished eighth 
with a time of 48.14.

The 4x200 relay team of 
Heims, Aleman, Nelson and 
Franck placed sixth with a 
time of 1:38.72.

The shuttle hurdle relay 
team of B. Tufte, Hanson, 
Heims and Robinson placed 
fourth with a time of 1:06.50.

The 4x800 relay team of C. 
Tufte, Heiken, Nelson and 
Peterson placed third with a 
time of 8:47.76.

Viking boys track travels to Garner 
before home Conference meet

By Julie Salisbury
The Northwood-Kensett 

Vikings golf teams ended 
their regular season sched-
ule with a home meet against 
West Fork, Osage and Ricev-
ille on May 4.

The girls finished in third 
with a team score of 255. 
West Fork took first with a 
214 and Osage was second 
with a 218.

Leading the girls was Kin-
ley Stambaugh with 52 and 
a third place finish. Hallie 
Hanson shot a 67, for 13th.  
Quinn Schroeder and Chloe 
Leonard tied for 16th with 
scores of 68. Amaya Rugland 
was 19th with a 78.

The boys team finished in 
first place with a score of 171, 
followed by West Fork with a 
181, Osage 184 and Riceville 
206.

Caden Helgeson led the 
Vikings as he earned another 
medal with a first place fin-
ish and a score of 37.  Bowan 

Behne was third with 41. 
Tyce Helgeson was seventh 
with 46. Owen Binnebose 
tied for eighth with 47, Cay-
sen Chodur tied for 15th with 
50 and Weston Willand was 
20th with a score of 56.

On May 1, the Vikings 
golfed at Highland Park Golf 
Course and finished in third 
place while St. Ansgar took 
first, Newman second and 
North Butler fourth.

C. Helgeson finished in 
third place with a score of 38. 
T. Helgeson tied for fifth with 
a 40. Behne was seventh 
with a score of 41. Chodur 
and Binnebose tied for 20th 
with rounds of 49. Willand 
was 22nd with a score of 50.

The Vikings golfed in 
the Top of Iowa Conference 
meet on Monday, May 11.  
The boys were set to travel 
to Pioneer Town & Country 
Club in Manly and the girls 
to travel to Ridge Stone Golf 
Course in Sheffield.

Viking golfers end 
regular season at home

AMAYA RUGLAND CHLOE LEONARD

Viking Weston Heims clears a hurdle 
during the conference meet held in 
Northwood on Thursday evening.



“Class of 2026” 
~Class Motto~

“I might not know who I was yesterday, or who I’m going 
to be tomorrow, but I know who I am right now.” – Sabrina Carpenter

 ~Class Flower~ Red Rose
~Class Song~ “Daylight” by Maroon 5

Graduation Ceremony Sunday, May 17
1 p.m. at the N-K Secondary Gymnasium

Congratulations to 
Northwood-Kensett

THENORTHWOOD
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Class of 2026
Bowan Jay Behne

Kenedie Claire Berry
Alex Cooper Bewley

Jackie LuAnn Budish
Sophia Charlotte Butler
Quinton James Butler

Brady Adams Christianson
Ayden Logan Clark

Annalisa Grace Coyle
Caden Joseph Davidson-Jacobs

Jace Allen Delle
Alec Fritz Ducommun

Taylan Kaye-Katherine Enlow
Madison Marie Lynn Espinosa

Taylor Rae Foss
Iver Mathias Girouard

Kristin Lynn Hahn
Merrin Rose Hanson

Zachary George Heiken
Caden Andrew Helgeson

Collin Andrew Houg
Landon David Ingledue
Hayzin Noelan Jacobson
Isaac Samuel Ludington

Logan Ann Skye Manning
Aiden Jeffrey Moretz
Lexy Marie Mosher

Dagen Taylor Peterson

Lauren Renae Petznick
Camryn Jean Rheingans
Kolton Dale Robinson

Sophie Ellen Rye
Linca Adlin Scarlett III

Nolan Zane Severin
Gabriel Everett Thompson

Alexander Joseph Tiedemann
Emersyn Dustie Wahl

Miley Jo White
Weston David Willand

Cody Brock Wunderlich
Rebeka Zamudio
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Alex Cooper Bewley
Parents: Chris and Mandy Bewley
Siblings: Aleah Siahna and Braxton 
 Work outside of school: Cleaner
What is your pet peeve: Chewing with your mouth open 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 

you were little: Blanket 
Favorite childhood memory: Just being at my grandparents 

house
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Clark
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite high school memory: Switching to alternative  
Plans after graduation: College

Bowan Jay Behne
Parents: Jay Behne and Terezia Behne
What is your pet peeve? People that speak big but don’t live up 

to it.
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: My giraffe neck pillow
Favorite song:  It’s Time. By Imagine Dragons 
Favorite TV show: Suits
Favorite childhood memory: Playing catch with my Grandpa
Favorite high school memory: Lifting in the weight room with the 

boys during Junior High
Favorite teacher: Mr Davidson
Favorite color: Blue
Advice to underclassmen: You determine your outcome by 

how much effort you put in whatever you do.
Plans after graduation: Attend Riverland CC and play base-

ball while majoring in Business. My goal is to open my 
own Real Estate Company.

Jackie Luann Budish
Parents:  John & Nicole
Siblings:  Johnny, Nic, Janie 
What is your pet peeve: Unorganized anything/
 Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: Blanket
Favorite song: Any
Favorite TV show:  Bob’s Burgers
Favorite childhood memory: My Grandpa.
Favorite teacher:  Beth Butler
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite high school memory: Fridays.
Advice to underclassmen: Good things take time.
Plans after graduation: Finish my education in Early Childhood 

Education .

Kenedie Claire Berry
Parents: Jessica and John Berry 
Madison and Charlotte Berry  
Siblings: Madison and Charlotte Berry  
Work outside of school: I worked at the Lutheran Retirement 

Home for coming on 3 years.
What is your pet peeve: When people chew too loud.
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My white baby blanket.
Favorite song: My favorite song is Peaches by In The Valley 

Below. 
Favorite TV show:  The Vampire Diaries 
Favorite childhood memory: Going to my grandma’s in the sum-

mer with all of my cousins, and playing outside for hours. 
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Clark
Favorite color: Yellow
Advice to underclassmen: Never be too scared to fully be 

yourself. Even if that means you’re a little loud. 
Favorite high school memory: Bus rides before volleyball 

games.
Plans after graduation: To attend The University of Iowa and 

major in Kinesiology on a Pre-Physical Therapy track

Greve Law Office

736 Central Avenue
Northwood, Iowa

641-324-1327
John Greve, Attorney
Jeff Greve, Attorney

LINDA ANDERSON TAX & ACCOUNTING
Evening and Weekend Appointments

641-324-2369

ourhomecomp@msn.com

• 30 years tax experience
• IRS Registered Preparer
• Individual

• Small Business
• Tax Planning
• New business startup

CONGRATULATIONS!

Three Locations to Serve You

641-732-5576

Contact us for all your Commercial 
Farm • Home • Auto RV • Life & 

Health Insurance needs!

205 W. 4th Street Suite #2
St. Ansgar

711 Main Street 
Osage

30 N. Hawkeye Avenue 
Nora Springs

Eilertson Repair LLC
Gene Eilertson
Levi Eilertson

2105 Central Avenue, Northwood, IA  50459
(641) 324-1438 • Cell (641) 425-7991

Tire Sales, Auto and Truck Repair

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.”

In Northwood
641-323-7555

2026

AYDEN CLARK

1 Maple Street · P.O. Box 8 
Kensett, Iowa 50448

(641) 845-2199
www.dandlequipment.net

D&L EQUIPMENT

“Where the Sun 
Always Shines”

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2026!

Congratulations Zach!

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

804 8th St. N., Northwood

Kirby KnudtsonCory Marsh
641-324-9988

LRH - 701 9th St. North, Northwood, IA   50459       (641) 324-1712
NLTC - (641) 324-4985

Northwood Pines - 700 10th St. N., Northwood, IA 50459     (641) 324-0061
www.northwoodlhr.org • www.northwoodpinesal.com

Retirement Home · Therapy Clinic · Assisted Living · Independent Senior Living

Lutheran
Retirement

Home

Congratulations 
to all 

Northwood-Kensett 
Seniors 
on your 

achievement
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Ayden Logan Clark
Parents: Matt and Allison Clark
Siblings: Penelope and Olive 
Work outside of school: R80
What is your pet peeve: Other people walking on the left 

side of the hallway 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: My Thomas the Train set 
Favorite song: Wet sand- Red Hot Chili Peppers.  
Favorite TV show: The Office 
Favorite childhood memory: Swimming in a creek next to 

my grandma’s house.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Frost 
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: Throwing an apple and a 

banana in band class and having to pick it up after it 
split into pieces.

Advice to underclassmen: Don’t worry about things too 
much, they will eventually work themselves out.

Plans after graduation: I will go to College to get a degree 
in Biology, or Fishery and Wildlife biology. 

Brady Adams Christianson
Parents: Bradley and Jennie Christianson  
Siblings: Kennedy Christianson  
Work outside of school: Construction 
What is your pet peeve: People who chew with their mouth 

open 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: My Grandpa’s tackle box  
Favorite song: Higher by Creed  
Favorite TV show: The Sopranos 
Favorite childhood memory: Going up north every summer.
Favorite teacher: Hartman
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: Senior year football season.
Advice to underclassmen: Play Sports.
Plans after graduation: Construction management at UNI.

Sophia Charlotte Butler
Parents: Steve and Teresa Butler
 Siblings: Isabel and Clayton
Work outside of school: Fridge and Lace by Brittany
What is your pet peeve: being asked what my pet peeve is
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: pink vtech camera 
Favorite song: Take My Hand by 5 Seconds Of Summer
Favorite TV show: American Horror Story
Favorite childhood memory: playing talent show at daycare 

in the basement
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Crippin
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite high school memory: Forgetting I had my fake preg-

nant belly on in math and scooting my chair in and almost 
making all the desks fall over.

Advice to underclassmen: Don’t let people try and make you 
feel bad for being happy.

Plans after graduation: Attend NIACC to finish my generals 
and study business marketing and music then transfer to 
UNI for Music Performing Arts Management.

Quinton James Butler
Parents: Jeremy Butler 
What is your pet peeve? writing essays
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: Sports Cards
Favorite childhood memory: Playing sports with my friends.
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Abbas
Favorite color: Purple
Advice to underclassmen: Get your work done and you don’t 

need to worry
Favorite high school memory: doing things outside of 

school with my friends.
Plans after graduation: To go to college and study some-

thing to do with sports and maybe play baseball.

Annalisa Grace Coyle
Parents: Peggy Buchite and Joe Coyle
Work outside of school: Starbucks Barista
What is your pet peeve: People with no time management  
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My teddy bear 
Favorite song: Too many to name  
Favorite TV show: Greys Anatomy 
Favorite color: Sage green or Purple
Favorite high school memory: quite literally leaving.
Plans after graduation: Leave Northwood 

200 5th St. • Kensett, IA

Brenton Bice • 641-390-0038
Bob Bice • 641-530-5294

Let us bring solar power 
to your business, farm 

or community

Call us today for a quote.

Northwood Office  (641) 748-2670

Auto  l  Home  l  Life  l  Farm/Ranch  l  Business  l  College  l  Retirement
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035C-ML-2 (3-14)

We make insurance simple.

Call today to see how we make it 
simple to protect your family, 

home, car and business.

Ryan Hulshizer
601 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA  50459
641-324-1472
ryan.hulshizer@fbfs.com

Congratulations N-K Graduates

Located on Central Ave. 
in Northwood
(641) 323-0000

608 8th St. N. • Northwood, IA  50459

Ph. (641) 324-2735 • Fax (641) 324-2736 

Shannon & Heather
Kropp

Foundation

CONGRATULATIONS “Class of 2026”

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

804 8th St. N., Northwood

Kirby KnudtsonCory Marsh
641-324-9988
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Taylan Kaye-Katherine Enlow
Parents: Lacey & John Humphries (bio dad Gary Enlow)
Siblings: Jerrick Enlow, Zaxton Caron
Work outside of school: Walmart
What is your pet peeve: Bad chewers
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 

you were little: My stuffed animal 
Favorite childhood memory: Learning how to skate.
Favorite teacher: The FACS teacher Mrs. A
Favorite color: Forest green
Favorite high school memory: School helped me find the 

passion of cooking 
Advice to underclassmen: Focus on who you want to be, not who 

others want you too be. People from now till your older most 
likely won’t be around don’t build yourself around them.

Plans after graduation: Working eventually go off for college.

Alec Fritz Ducommun
Parents: Chad and Erin Ducommun  
Siblings: Bronson Ducommun 
What is your pet peeve: People talking to you while trying to 

work.
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: Blastoise Pokemon card collection
Favorite song: Floods by Pantera   
Favorite TV show: A knight of the Seven Kingdoms 
Favorite childhood memory: Fishing with my dad and 

brother. 
Favorite teacher: Mr. Frost
Favorite color: Green
Favorite high school memory: Senior night wrestling.
Advice to underclassmen: You think you have more time 

than you actually do. 
Plans after graduation: University of Iowa.

Jace Allen Delle
Parents:  Jillian Delle 
Siblings:  Jayda Delle
Work outside of school: R80, 43 North Iowa
What is your pet peeve: people picking on others, doing 

activities that are not enjoyable
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: My Winnie the Pooh stuff animal 
Favorite song: Compass by Mili
Favorite TV show: Gravity Falls 
Favorite childhood memory: Going to the Renaissance 

Festival with my Family 
Favorite teacher: Mr. Kessel the PE teacher
Favorite colors: Purple
Advice to underclassmen: Do your work and do it well!
Favorite high school memory: Junior Prom
Plans after graduation: To get a part-time job at R80

Caden Joseph Davidson-Jacobs
Parents: Cathy Jacobs, Amy Davidson, Nicole Jacobs
Siblings: Keenan Davidson-Jacobs, Kendall Davidson-Jacobs
Work outside of school:  Hy-Vee
What is your pet peeve: Ragebait
Favorite childhood possessions: Sports cards
Favorite song: Be Quiet and Drive- Deftones 
Favorite TV show: Smallville
Favorite childhood memory: Fishing at my neighbor’s house
Favorite teacher: Mr. Davidson
Favorite color: Green
Advice to underclassmen: Don’t let your mistakes define you 

and keep your head up.
Favorite high school memory: Junior Year basketball season
Plans after graduation: Attend NIACC

Shade Tree 
Liquors

90 10th St. S. • Northwood

641-324-1449

Madison Marie Lynn Espinosa
Parents: Katie Platts & Scott Platts.  
Siblings: Logan Espinosa, Maci Platts
Work outside of school: Fallgatters
What is your pet peeve: People chewing obnoxiously 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 

you were little: The candle I made with Dan Block and the rest of 
my class, that I still can’t find today. 

Favorite song: Twenty Twelve by Matt Maeson 
Favorite TV show: Abbott Elementary on Hulu 
Favorite childhood memory: When I was curious about my grand-

ma’s laundry shoot, I decided to go down it. My father caught me 
so I didn’t fall. 

Favorite teacher: Mr. Samson
Favorite color: Pastel green
Favorite high school memory: The time when my friends, and I  

played UNO in Mr. Samson’s class while watching all of the Cars 
movies. That year I had the most arguments ever. 

Advice to underclassmen: I promise you it’s never that serious, 
just let it go.

Plans after graduation: To attend the University of Minnesota and 
get a degree in psychology & criminal justice.

Water/Sewer & Septic 
Excavation Services

641-430-1410
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Your N-K Vikings realtor!

For listings & info go to www.julierobb.com
or download the C21 app or call me 

Century 21 
Preferred

JULIE HAGEN ROBB
REALTOR®/Associate Broker

Cell: 641-390-0007

Northwood Office: 641-324-2733
513 Central Ave., Northwood

Factory Interior Upholstery

Factory Direct Sales

Jim Trainer
Salesman

507-438-5906 (Cell)

FLOOR MATS HEADLINERS CAB INTERIORS POST COVERS ACOUSTICALFOAM
CHECK US OUT AT www.TractorInteriors.com

 www.TractorInteriors.com
641-390-0321 (Direct Sales)

MADE IN THE USA

Cody Strand
President
4979 Orchid Avenue
Northwood, Iowa 50459

Sue’s Corner Post
641-324-2912

Congrats to the Class of ‘26 

"HOMEMADE SPECIALS!"

BUILDING SUPPLES 
AND MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - Noon

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

Royal Motel
Daniel & Debra Luedtke

Day/Weekly/Monthly

903 South 10th St., Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1252

For local news, sports, engagements, weddings,  
upcoming events and local advertisements – subscribe today.

641-324-1051  – anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Congratulations • Class of 2026



Wednesday, May 13, 2026—Northwood Anchor—Page 5

Douglas Krull 
Attorney

Congratulations
N-K Graduates

714 Central Avenue — Northwood, Iowa — 641-324-1981

Merrin Rose Hanson
Parents: Jim and Becky Hanson  
Siblings: Henry and Ruby Hanson  
Work outside of school: I work as a waitress at Worth Brewing Co., and I 

have an internship as a naturalist for Cerro Gordo County Conserva-
tion.

What is your pet peeve: Self-unawareness (taking phone calls super 
loudly in public, chewing loud, not looking for people on sidewalks, 
etc.)  

Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 
you were little: A grey stuffed alligator with a rose in its mouth. 

Favorite song: At The Beach, In Every Life by Gigi Perez  
Favorite TV show: Fallout
Favorite childhood memory: Qualifying for the TIC 2nd Team 

All-Conference my senior year of cross country.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Frost
Favorite color: Baby blue
Favorite high school memory: Seeing hard work pay off in many 

different ways.
Advice to underclassmen: Advocate for yourself.
Plans after graduation: I will continue running cross country and track 

and field at Upper Iowa, where I will be majoring in Environmental 
Science and All-Science. Following my college graduation, I will work 
as a high school life science teacher and then possibly switch to a 
career in the Department of Natural Resources.

Taylor Rae Foss
Parents: Eric and Val Foss
Siblings: Austin and Jackson Foss
Work outside of school: The Slice Pizzeria, and Weis Cattle
What is your pet peeve? Bad drivers
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 

you were little: My teddy bear 
Favorite song: Wilder Days by Morgan Wade  
Favorite TV show: The Summer I Turned Pretty 
Favorite childhood memory: Freshman year welding with my friends.
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Clark
Favorite color: Navy Blue
Favorite high school memory: Becoming the all time leading scorer 

at N-K
Advice to underclassmen: Make the most of it while you’re there.
Plans after graduation: Attend either South Dakota State or Iowa 

State and major in Agriculture.

Iver Mathias Girouard
Parents: Fred Girouard and Amanda Girouard   
Siblings: Abner Girouard, Silas Girouard, Martin Girouard 
Work outside of school: Curries Assa Abloy
What is your pet peeve: making false assumptions
Favorite song: Bleed the Freak by Alice in Chains
Favorite TV show: PD
Favorite childhood memory: fishing with my dad
Favorite teacher: classes with my friends
Favorite teacher: Mr. Cotter
Favorite color: blue
Advice to underclassmen: Don’t skip school and stay on track
Plans after graduation: complete military training work and 

possibly go to EMT schooling

Kristin Lynn Hahn
Parents:  Angel McElfish and Kevin McElfish 
Siblings: Kelsey, Landon and Sarai McElfish   
Work outside of school: Bowling alley cook and CNA Med
What is your pet peeve: People tapping pencils or clicking pens on 

the desks 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 

you were little: Zebra print blanket (I still own) 
Favorite song: Revival by Zach Bryan   
Favorite TV show: Stranger Things or The Good Doctor  
Favorite childhood memory: Riding in the trailer while it was 

hooked to the back of the riding lawn mower and going around 
the back yard with my grandma to pickup sticks before she’d 
mow the lawn.

Favorite teachers: Mrs. Butler and Ms. Clark 
Favorite color: Blue (lighter shade) 
Favorite high school memory: The time me and a classmate were 

in Foods class together and spraying each other with the sink 
faucet when the teacher left the room and then having to mop 
because there was water everywhere. 

Advice to underclassmen: Don’t focus on what everyone else 
wants just to fit in or feel like you belong, there are going to be 
other people that have the same goals and interests as you.  

Plans after graduation: College for ER Med

Congratulations
N-K Class

of
2026!

88 8th St. North
Northwood, Iowa
(641) 324-2141

Dave Osborne, Agent

Zachary George Heiken
Parents: Adam and Sarah Heiken   
Siblings: Ariana Heiken, Jacob Heiken, Travis Heiken, Caleb Heiken  
Work outside of school: D&L Equipment 
What is your pet peeve: When I am trying to sleep but someone just 

won’t stop talking to me.
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you when 

you were little: My blue and yellow blankie 
Favorite song: Stay by Sugarland  
Favorite TV show: Murder, She Wrote 
Favorite childhood memory: My favorite childhood memory is 

reenacting WWII with my brothers.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Barnes
Favorite color: Red
Favorite high school memory: My favorite high school memory is Cross 

Country. 
Advice to underclassmen: It is very easy to get excited about what 

is next. But sometimes we spend too much time thinking about 
the future. Don’t spend all your time planning your next step, 
enjoy the ones you are already taking, cause those ones are just 
as important.

Plans after graduation: After graduation I plan to attend Wartburg 
College to get my Bachelor of Arts in Music.  Following my 
college graduation I plan to start my own piano tuning business.

Caden Andrew Helgeson
Parents: Andy, Amber  
Siblings: Ryce, Mia 
Work outside of school: Farm hand 
What is your pet peeve: People chewing out loud
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My stuffed animal dog 
Favorite song: Rollin by  Limp Bizkit  
Favorite TV show: Suits 
Favorite childhood memory: Going golfing with my dad.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Capitani
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: Winning Conference 

Champion my junior year of golf.
Advice to underclassmen: Focus on yourself.
Plans after graduation: Attend NIACC for Agriculture and 

golf there as well. 

Congratulations N-K Graduates

Located on Central Ave. 
in Northwood
(641) 323-0000

Broadband
Voice • Video

800-592-6105 • www.wctatel.net

Supper  C lub
728 Central Ave. • Northwood

641-324-1052

Auto  l  Home  l  Life  l  Farm/Ranch  l  Business  l  College  l  Retirement
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035C-ML-2 (3-14)

We make insurance simple.

Call today to see how we make it 
simple to protect your family, 

home, car and business.

Ryan Hulshizer
601 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA  50459
641-324-1472
ryan.hulshizer@fbfs.com
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BARN BOUTIQUE

Fringe and Lace
By Brittany

Brittany Low

89 8th St., North
Northwood

Formal Wear 
Alterations and 
Custom Design

641-323-7400

Congratulations Graduates!

Hayzin Noelan Jacobson
Parents: Aubrey Risvold and Chace Jacobson  
Siblings: Rylann, Aaralyn, Brekkyn, Kyler, Rynlee  
What is your pet peeve: Chewing with your mouth shut. 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: NASCAR toy cars
Favorite song: Something In The Orange by Summer Rios
Favorite TV show: Invincible 
Favorite childhood memory: Bike rides around town with my 

friends.
Favorite teacher: Mr. DeArmoun
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: Senior Year Homecoming
Advice to underclassmen: Play as much sports as you can.
Plans after graduation: Attend Iowa Central and major in 

broadcasting journalism and minor in education. Also 
play basketball.

Isaac Samuel Ludington
Parents: Allen Ludington and Joyanne Schnieder
Siblings: Atticus Ludington, Asher Ludington, Dinah Ludington, 

Peter Ludington and Olivia Ludington
Work outside of school: I work on my family’s farm, mud 

puddle farms
What is your pet peeve: when someone clearly has a bias 

but claims they have none 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: spending recess with my friends, in 
Charles City

Favorite song: High Country by Brennen Leigh  
Favorite TV show: The Good Place 
Favorite childhood memory: my first time doing speech in 

10th grade 
Favorite teacher: I couldn’t choose just one
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite high school memory: When Jackson Foss and I set the 

fire alarm off in Cotter’s with a bag of popcorn
Advice to underclassmen: be prepared for your plans to 

change.
Plans after graduation: study environmental sciences at the 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Collin Andrew Houg
Parents: Andy Houg and Rebecca Houg  
Siblings: Henry Houg  
Work outside of school: Andy Houg Construction 
What is your pet peeve: When someone tells me to shut up 

in the middle of my sentence.  
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My Blanket 
Favorite song: Bartender by Lady A  
Favorite TV show: Scooby-Doo 
Favorite childhood memory: Hunting/fishing with my dad 
Favorite teacher: Mr. Abbas
Favorite color: Orange
Favorite high school memory: Taylor Foss throwing a clay 

pot at me and hitting Hunter Janssen instead.
Advice to underclassmen: Be yourself.
Plans after graduation: Go to Iowa Lakes for construction.

Logan Ann Skye Manning
Parents: Amanda Hackbart
Siblings: Malachi Peckham
Work outside of school: I do sports and help coach some 

younger teams 
What is your pet peeve: Tall people in the front of the pit 

at concerts 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My rainbow blanket from my 
Great Grandma 

Favorite song: Fake You Out by Twenty One Pilots   
Favorite TV show: Malcom in the Middle 
Favorite childhood memory: Being born
Favorite teacher: Cap
Favorite color: Olive Green
Favorite high school memory: Junior year track season with 

my favorite teammates and placing at districts for shot put
Advice to underclassmen: Steady yourself, don’t take on too 

much work and extracurriculars
Plans after graduation: I plan to attend Emporia State Universi-

ty and major in history and education, after I graduate I plan 
to stay in Kansas and teach at a high school.

Aiden Jeffrey Moretz
Parents: Michelle Moretz and Jeff Moretz  
Siblings: Hallie, Kaitlyn, Derek  
Work outside of school: Farming and Construction
What is your pet peeve: people chewing with their mouth 

open 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: All my farm toys 
Favorite song: Need To by Gavin Adcock  
Favorite TV show: Landman 
Favorite childhood memory: going camping at Happy Times
Favorite teacher: Mr. Cotter
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: Metals class with Cotter
Advice to underclassmen: To get all of your classes done in 

the first 3 years so you don’t have to do as many classes 
your senior year. 

Plans after graduation: Go to NIACC to get my Agriculture 
diploma 

Landon 
David 

Ingledue

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
JOE FIEROVA • BRIAN AKINS • KAREN POWERS • Ph: 641-423-3960

2127 S. Federal Ave. - Mason City, IA 50401
joefierova@masoncityglass.com • akinsbrian@masoncityglass.com • karenpowers@masoncityglass.com

Distributions of:
Commercial Doors & Windows
Automatic Entrance Systems

Custom Glass & Mirror
Frameless Shower Enclosures

Dewey Kruger 
Music

715 Central Ave. • Northwood, Iowa  50459

Piano and Organ Sales and Service

Bus. (641) 324-1300	     Home (641) 324-2152

Auto  l  Home  l  Life  l  Farm/Ranch  l  Business  l  College  l  Retirement
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035C-ML-2 (3-14)

We make insurance simple.

Call today to see how we make it 
simple to protect your family, 

home, car and business.

Ryan Hulshizer
601 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA  50459
641-324-1472
ryan.hulshizer@fbfs.com

For all your Electrical needs.
Residential • Commercial

Farm • Industrial

SOLAR SALES & INSTALLATION
FREE ESTIMATES

97 8th St. N. • Northwood •641-324-2041

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

804 8th St. N., Northwood

Kirby KnudtsonCory Marsh
641-324-9988
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Lexy Marie Mosher
Parents: Jacqueline Schmidt 
Siblings: Marley and Asher Mosher
Work outside of school: Burger King
What is your pet peeve: Being mocked for existing, being a 

woman, or being “too quiet” 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: A pink, polka-dot blanket I got 
from my aunt, Jody.

Favorite song: Stoopid by Snot  
Favorite TV show: House M.D.
Favorite childhood memory: Going on my grandpa’s boat every 

summer
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Clark
Favorite color: Pink
Favorite high school memory: Going home at the end of the day.
Advice to underclassmen: No matter how you act or dress, 

there’s always going to be someone who doesn’t like you. So 
do whatever makes you feel like yourself.

Plans after graduation: Work full time.

Dagen Taylor Peterson
Parents: Steve and Alyssa Peterson  
What is your pet peeve: People complaining a lot. 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: When I was young I had a teddy bear 
named Teddy. 

Favorite song: Born For This by The Score 
Favorite TV show: Survivor 
Favorite childhood memory: Playing with friends on my trampo-

line.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Frost
Favorite color: Red
Favorite high school memory: Sailing in high winds for Boy 

Scouts.
Advice to underclassmen: Be Disciplined. Choose not to be 

lazy. Choose not to eat that extra donut. Choose to be a 
kind person.

Plans after graduation: Attend the University of Iowa.

Peterson Excavating & 
Drainage

Mike Peterson
Kensett, Iowa

641-390-1499 - 641-845-2210

Kolton Dale Robinson
Parents: Renee and Eric Loberg 
Siblings: Bailee, Malia and Kylie  
Work outside of school: Construction 
What is your pet peeve: Wet arm sleeve 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My Nintendo DS 
Favorite song: Black - Pearl Jam  
Favorite TV show: Family Guy 
Favorite childhood memory: Playing sports with my 

friends
Favorite teacher: Mr. Capitani
Favorite color: Green
Favorite high school memory: Senior football season
Advice to underclassmen: It’s not that serious, don’t 

overthink it.
Plans after graduation: Go to Hawkeye Community Col-

lege Apprenticeship program to get my Journeyman’s 
to be an electrician.

Camryn Jean Rheingans
Parents: Heather and Tory Rheingans  
Siblings:  Mallory Rheingans 
Work outside of school: I nanny for Melissa Moretz in the 

summer.
What is your pet peeve: Rude people. 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: My stuffed animal named “Boppie”. 
Favorite song: Taste Back by Harry Styles.  
Favorite TV show: The Vampire Diaries.
Favorite childhood memory: Spending the entire summer at 

Happy Times during COVID 19.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Frost
Favorite color: Pink/Yellow
Favorite high school memory: Getting homecoming 

queen.
Advice to underclassmen: Don’t let people’s opinions of you 

stop you from doing something.
Plans after graduation: Attend UNI and major in Pre- Pro-

fessional Radiology to become an ultrasound tech.

Lauren Renae Petznick
Parents: Kevin and Michelle Petznick 
Siblings: Maeghan Petznick
What is your pet peeve: Repetitive sounds
Favorite song: Sports Car by Tate McRae  
Favorite TV show: Grey’s Anatomy 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: My play kitchen
Favorite childhood memory: Spending Thanksgiving at the Wis-

consin Dells, making our Thanksgiving meal in the condo and 
going go-karting and swimming all day.

Favorite teacher: All of my English teachers (English is my 
favorite subject)

Favorite color: Pink and Purple 
Favorite high school memory: Visiting the preschool with my 

Child Development class
Advice to underclassmen: Focus on progress over perfec-

tion.
Plans after graduation: Attend NIACC to get my AA degree and 

then transfer to an accredited Sonography program to major in 
Sonography.

91 - 16th St. South, Northwood, IA 50459
(641) 324-2231

www.federalfoam.com

Congratulations Class of 2026!

Auto  l  Home  l  Life  l  Farm/Ranch  l  Business  l  College  l  Retirement
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035C-ML-2 (3-14)

We make insurance simple.

Call today to see how we make it 
simple to protect your family, 

home, car and business.

Ryan Hulshizer
601 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA  50459
641-324-1472
ryan.hulshizer@fbfs.com

Northwood, Iowa

www.lobergconstructionllc.com
641-390-1392

Cell
lobergconstructionllc@gmail.com

Email
Email lobergconstructionllc@gmail.com

Cell:
641-390-1392

Congrats 
Class of 2026!

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

804 8th St. N., Northwood

Kirby KnudtsonCory Marsh
641-324-9988

               Farm Drainage             
                            and Excavating

Basements, Sewers, Septics, Water Lines, Demolition
Free Estimates

(641) 390-1278
Matt Abrams

1122 Hwy. 105,  Northwood
abramatt@yahoo.com

Northwood Office  (641) 748-2670

641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the area's insurance 
needs since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com
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Linca Adlin Scarlett  III
Parents: Linca Scarlett .Jr and Amy Scarlett
Siblings: Layla Scarlett
What is your pet peeve? Targeted disrespect
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: Blanket 
Favorite song: Dopamine by Kish
Favorite TV show: Jujutsu Kaisen  
Favorite childhood memory: Going to an arcade with an old friend
Favorite teacher: Mr. Capitani
Favorite color: Orange
Favorite high school memory: Field trips with Dan Block
Advice to underclassmen: Stop being a passenger in your own 

life. Balance the rules with your impulse, choose your social 
circle by your values and actually flourish.

Plans after graduation: NIACC transferring on to Iowa State 
for Computer Science.

  Alexander Joseph Tiedemann
Parents: Tiffany and Chad Tiedemann  
Siblings: Drake Tiedemann, Trent Tiedemann, Taylor Kramer, 

Jason Tiedemann  
Work outside of school: Central Gardens 
What is your pet peeve: Not trying  
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little:  My Gorilla
Favorite song: Hooked on a Feeling  
Favorite TV show: Invincible 
Favorite childhood memory: Getting in fights with my 

brothers.
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Amundson
Favorite color: Green
Favorite high school memory: State Wrestling
Advice to underclassmen: Don’t look back on everything and 

say “I wish I did that”. 
Plans after graduation: Get my Teaching degree, and end up 

being a teacher and coach.

Gabriel Everett Thompson
Parents: Ashley Thompson and Raymond Thompson II  
Siblings: Alexis Rops, Raymond Thompson III and Charlotte 

Thompson  
Work outside of school: I work at the burger joint, inside the 

Diamond Jo Casino. 
What is your pet peeve: People chewing gum like cows chew 

grass.
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: The bicycle my mom got me.
Favorite song: So Far Away - Avenged Sevenfold
Favorite TV show: Family Guy
Favorite childhood memory: When I first learned how to ride 

a bicycle.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Davidson
Favorite color: Red
Favorite high school memory: When I was in Viking Café 

my junior year, we had a great time making dishes every 
week.

Advice to underclassmen: Get your work done before the 
due date, that way it doesn’t cause a stressor.

Plans after graduation: I plan on taking a gap year to figure 
out what I really want to do, then I will decide if I want to 
go to college.

Nolan Zane Severin
Parents: Travis Severin, Jeniffer Severin  
Siblings: Gavin  
Work outside of school: ASAP Parts 
What is your pet peeve: answering useless questions.
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little: I don’t remember
Plans after graduation: College

Northwood Office  (641) 748-2670

Injection Technology 
Diesel Service

Dennis Stoneking, Owner

1001 8th St. North, Northwood  •  324-2010

John 
Midtgaard

Northwood Insurance Agency
99 9th St. North• Northwood, IA 50459
641-324-9844 

fax: 641-324-2570
email:jamidtgaard@gmail.com

Megan Ott
Director

Hats Off to the Class of 2026

THOFSON
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Full Service Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Commercial, Residential & Remodeling

Tim Thofson
Bus.: 641-324-3253 - Cell: 641-390-0864

2000 Central Ave. • Northwood, IA

Hats off 
to the 

Class of 
2026

Sophie Ellen Rye
Parents: Carl & Janet Rye  
Siblings: Maggie Rye  
Work outside of school: I worked at Kum & Go and Walmart. 
What is your pet peeve: Slow drivers 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little:  Monster High dolls
Favorite song: Walls by the Lumineers  
Favorite TV show: The Pitt 
Favorite childhood memory: Sledding with my cousins at my 

grandparents 
Favorite teacher: Mr. Urbatsch
Favorite color: Light Pink and Blue
Favorite high school memory: When I reached 104 career kills 

for volleyball
Advice to underclassmen: Try every sport and activity that 

comes your way so you don’t regret not doing more later.
Plans after graduation: To go to the University of Iowa and 

study Radiology technology.

Auto  l  Home  l  Life  l  Farm/Ranch  l  Business  l  College  l  Retirement
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services MC035C-ML-2 (3-14)

We make insurance simple.

Call today to see how we make it 
simple to protect your family, 

home, car and business.

Ryan Hulshizer
601 Central Ave.
Northwood, IA  50459
641-324-1472
ryan.hulshizer@fbfs.com

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

804 8th St. N., Northwood

Kirby KnudtsonCory Marsh
641-324-9988

97 7th Street North, Northwood, IA 

641-324-1651

Fallgatter’s 
Market Place
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Miley Jo White
Parents: James White, Alyssa White/Josh Stone, Louise Stone  
Siblings: Tayha, Alex, Landon, Liz, Jo, Stella, Josh, Addy, Luke 
Work outside of school: Subway 
What is your pet peeve: rude humans
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little: Miss Hippo 
Favorite song: all of the Match Box 20 songs  
Favorite TV show: How I Met Your Mother 
Favorite childhood memory: all the times I sat on the floor of my 

grandma’s TV room and drank hot coffee, I watched black & 
white reruns while my grandfather brushed out my hair.

Favorite teacher: Mr. Cotter
Favorite color: dark red
Favorite high school memory: all the silly things that happened 

in the art room. if ykyk
Advice to underclassmen: enjoy every single moment, push 

through the hard parts and NEVER settle for things you don’t 
deserve.

Plans after graduation: We will have to see.

Rebeka Zamudio
Parents: Jose Zamudio, Lizeth Horning  
Sibling: David Zamudio, Areli Zamudio, Angel Zamudio, 

Ismael Zamudio, Niko Horning, Mary Horning, Rose 
Horning 

What is your pet peeve: people who walk side by side in 
a hallway  

Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 
you when you were little: Does my cat count?  

Favorite song: Secret Door & Leave Before the Lights 
Come On - AM  

Favorite TV show:  Law and Order SVU
Favorite childhood memory: Sleepovers at Emma’s 

house.
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Clark
Favorite color: Orange
Favorite high school memory: When Mrs. Butler’s room 

smelt so bad of cologne, we had to evacuate the 
building.

Advice to underclassmen: Don’t think peace means man-
aging life perfectly, but instead rest in knowing that in 
your failure He is strong because His power is made 
perfect in our weakness.

Plans after graduation: Community College two years 
then transfer out of country to Université Grenoble or 
La Sorbonne.

Cody Brock Wunderlich
Parents: Justin and Tanya Wunderlich
Siblings: Tyler Wunderlich
Work outside of school: Working at a restaurant named 

Teluwut 
What is your pet peeve: Getting frustrated fast 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little:  My traxxas RC car
Favorite song: Mr. Brightside by The Killers  
Favorite TV show: Family Guy 
Favorite childhood memory: Going to Wisconsin Dells 

as a kid.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Davidson
Favorite color: Lime green
Favorite high school memory: Costa Rica
Advice to underclassmen: Try to go to NIACC when you 

are a senior in high school.
Plans after graduation: Become an electrician appren-

tice.

Weston David Willand
Parents: Wayde & Jill Willand  
Siblings: Wyatt Willand  
Work outside of school: Waiter at Signatures Supper Club
What is your pet peeve: People who walk on the left side of 

the hallway 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to 

you when you were little:  My stuffed animal, Kitty
Favorite song: All Too Well (10 minute version) By Taylor 

Swift
Favorite TV show: ‘9-1-1  
Favorite childhood memory: Summers spent at the cabin
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Hunt
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: Senior night wrestling dual 

when Bronson got his first ever pin
Advice to underclassmen: Do the most that you can in high 

school, it will be a lot more fun.
Plans after graduation: To attend South Dakota State Univer-

sity and major in Ag Business.

Congratulations 
to the 

“Class of 2026”
We wish you all 
the best as your 
future unfurls!

The BOOT HOUSE, Inc.
Jct. 65 & 9 • Manly, Iowa • 641-454-2075

boothouse@mediacombb.net

Dennis & Sharon O’Keefe
Classic Shetlands

Congratulations Class of 2026!

Trenhaile Quarry

Located at the corner of 
Hwy 65 & 440th St.

(3 miles South of Northwood)
FALKSTONE   LLC
• Driveway Rock • Landscaping Rock • Black Dirt • Fill Dirt 

Aglime • Sand and Crushed Rock for any needs

(641) 324-1320 • or (641) 713-4569

Serving
five great
communities

Internet Banking     !Bill Pay!
SHAZAMCard

Northwood
(641) 324-1023
www.nsbbank.com

We are banking on the 
future of  our youth

NORTHWOOD
MASON CITY
FOREST CITY
THOMPSON

TITONKA

· 24/7 Account Access
· Auto Loans
· Personal Loans

· Online Banking
· Mobile Deposit
· Credit Cards

Emersyn Dustie Wahl
Parents: Ryan and Jennifer Wahl   
Siblings: Reese Wahl and Sydney Reinartz   
Work outside of school: The Slice Pizzeria 
What is your pet peeve: Slow drivers 
Favorite childhood possessions that meant the most to you 

when you were little:  My blanket
Favorite song: Anything Jessie Murph 
Favorite TV show: Don’t have one
 Favorite childhood memory: Memorial Day hayrides and 

BBQs
Favorite teacher: Mr. Cotter
Favorite color: Blue
Favorite high school memory: National convention
Advice to underclassmen: Be kind
Plans after graduation: Attend La James in Mason City until 

I become a licensed cosmetologist. Then attend NIACC to 
get my associates degree in business. 

91 - 16th St. South, Northwood, IA 50459
(641) 324-2231

www.federalfoam.com

91 - 16th St. South, Northwood, IA 50459
(641) 324-2231

www.federalfoam.com

Dr. Sawyer Schulz, D.C.
1602 CENTRAL AVE., NORTHWOOD

641-323-0096

NORTHWOOD
CHIROPRACTIC, PC

   • Chiropractic Services
   • DOT Physicals 
   • Sports Physicals 
   • Massage Therapy 
   • Muscle Therapy
   • Acupuncture

Walk-ins 

Welcome!
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Can you guess which baby/toddler 
grew up to become which graduate?
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