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The Week’s
WEATHER

From
National Weather Service

information
Date	 Hi	       Lo	 Prec.
Mon. July 27	 91	 74	
Tues. July 28	 85	 68	
Wed. July 29	 86	 65		
Thurs. July 30 	 81	 62		
Fri. July 31	 71	 62	 0.53
Sat. August 1	 81	 62	
Sun. August 2	 82	 58		

At their regular meeting 
on July 27, the Northwood 
city council discussed a 
request to allow an animal 
on a city property as an 
exception to livestock rules, 
as well as housing options 
and electric scooters.

David Elliott was at the 
meeting to request an 
exemption to the City’s live-
stock rules, to allow them to 
have a mule on their prop-
erty.

The City code prevents 

residents from having ani-
mals classified as livestock 
on their property, which 
would include mules. There 
is an exception for property 
of at least two acres.

The Elliott property is 
Council, see Page 2

City Council discusses  
livestock, housing, scooters

Registration for the 
2026-2027 school year 
begins next Tuesday, 
August 11.

In person registration 
will be held that day at 
both school campuses, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Registration may be 
done online at www.nkvi-
kings.com, under the 

JMC link under 
“Quicklinks.” 

Those that are new to 
the district can find a 
link for new family 
enrollment there. New 
families will be asked 
what school/city they are 
transferring from, as 
well as any special pro-
grams.

N-K registration 
begins Aug. 11

This Sunday, 
August 9, at  
6 p.m. in the 
N o r t h w o o d -
Kensett High 
School gym, a 
meeting for all 
s t u d e n t - a t h -
letes (not just 
fall sports) and 
their parents 
will take place. 

A light meal will be 
served by the coaches. 
There will be tables with 
forms that need to be filled 
out before practice begins, 
volunteer sign-up sheets 
and Adult Activity passes 
will be sold. 

Presenters and topics to 
be discussed include 
Co-Activities Directors 
Trevor Hunt and Monte 
DeArmoun (State law 
changes, official shortage 
and coaching authoriza-
tion, and Top of Iowa 

N-K, see Page 2

Serving up the last days of Summer
Worth County Sheriff Jesse Luther and Worth County Public Health Department Administrator/
grandma, Shana Butler stopped to support local entrepreneurs Colson Anderson (left), son of 
Nick and Lexee Anderson, and Brooks Nelson (right), son of Anthony and Marlee Rasmusson 
and Zach Nelson, at Marlee’s Daycare in Northwood on July 30.  The boys plan on taking a por-
tion of their earnings and buying non-perishable food items to place into the Kindness Kove, 
located at the Worth County Public Health office in Northwood.

'Summer 
Nights at the 
Courts' in 
August

The Northwood-Kensett 
Viking Basketball Club is 
hosting “Summer Nights 
at the Courts” in August.

The Club will host casu-
al pick up basketball 
games, with music, friends 
and hoops on Wednesdays 
in August.

The games, for boys and 
girls entering grades 4-8, 
will be held at the outdoor 
courts by the Northwood 
Public Library, from 7-8:30 
p.m. each August 
Wednesday. In case of 
rain, the games will be 
held at the Viking Activity 
Center.

Parkinson’s 
group 
welcomes 
speaker 
Aug. 13

The local Parkinson’s 
support group meets the 
second Thursday of each 
month at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Viking Activity Center. 

At the upcoming August 
13 meeting, guest speaker 
Jim Powers will share his 
experiences as a person 
living with Park-
inson’s Disease. Jim serves 
as the treasurer of the 
Iowa chapter of 
the American Parkinson’s 
Disease Association.

All persons with 
Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers are welcomed 
and encouraged to attend. 
To learn more, call Keith 
Fritz at 641-390-1624.

With the general election 
arriving on November 3, 
remaining local candidate 
deadlines and absentee vot-
ing dates are approaching.

While candidates for fed-
eral, state and county elect-
ed offices have already been 

set, candidacy remains open 
for two local agencies.

Those that would like to 
file to serve on the Worth 
County Soil and Water 
District Commission  or 
Agricultural Extension 
Council can do so through 

Wednesday, August 26. 
The first day to file a 

request for an absentee bal-
lot for the general election 
is Tuesday, August 25.

Absentee ballots will be 
ready on October 14. That is 

Election, see Page 2

Election dates approach

N-K/WCPH host  
immunization clinic 
this Tuesday

This Tuesday, August 
11, Worth County Public 
Health and Northwood-
Kensett will hold a Walk-in 
Immunization Clinic for the 
start of the school year.

Students entering kin-
dergarten will need their 

Dtap, MMR, Varicella and 
Polio vaccines.

Students entering sev-
enth grade will need Tdap 
and Meningococcal immu-
nizations. Those entering 
their senior years need 

WCPH, see Page 2

A mysterious trip for Twenties Club
Each year, the members of the Twenties Club in Northwood take a mystery trip. This year the 
group traveled to Owatonna, Minnesota. They enjoyed a meal and visited a chocolate store. 
They then visited the historic National Farmers Bank building (in the back of the picture, talked 
with the mayor and visited the Minnesota State Public School for Dependent and Neglected 
Children. The school  provided housing and education for orphaned, abandoned and abused 
children from 1886 to 1945. Members of the Twenties Club that took part in the trip pictured 
above included (seated, front row) Sheryl Ferley, Delores Kndson, Carol Kragenbrink, Becky 
Tews, (seated, second row) Kathy Thrond, Sharon Helgeson, Marcia Price, Dianne Roerish,  
(standing) Kimberly Anderson, Deanna Luedtke, Connie Hogen, Patti Brekken, Sandy Olson 
and Sandy Hyde.

To meet the growing 
needs for blood donation, 
the Northwood Lions Club 
will be holding a blood drive 
on Thursday, August 13.

According to a July news 
release, the American Red 
Cross is declaring an emer-
gency blood shortage as the 
blood supply fell nearly 25% 
in June. Blood donors are 
urgently needed to give now 
to help ensure patients 
receive life saving medical 
care without delay. 

According to Dr. 
Courtney Lawrence, medi-
cal director for the Red 
Cross, "Emergency depart-
ments, operating rooms and 
labor and delivery units 
can't support patients with 

the most urgent needs, and 
cancer patients must wait. 
We're asking donors to give 
now. Do not put doctors in 
the position to make these 
very difficult decisions."

"Heroes come in all 
shapes and sizes. They don't 
wear capes or special suits, 
and their badge of honor is 
the bandage that shows 
they gave the gift of life 
(their blood)." 

The Northwood Lions 
Club and Red Cross are 
asking people to answer the 
call to become a hometown 
hero. 

"If you have never donat-
ed blood in the past why not 
join the hometown heroes 

Lions, see Page 2

Lions Club hosts  
blood drive Aug.13

If CHECK MARKED your paper is due.

N-K athlete meeting 
set for Sunday, Aug. 9
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Pepperoni Pizza 
for $14.99 in Kensett 

8 pc. Chicken + 1 Order 
of Wedges $16.50 

in Northwood

August SPECIALS

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.”

641-845-2033

We carry Premium 91 Octane Gas

Store open 7 days a week!
until 9 p.m.

Genuine Broaster Chicken 
available at Kensett & 
Northwood Locations

In Northwood
641-323-7555

Meningococcal immuniza-
tions.

WCPH will hold a walk-
in clinic this Tuesday, 
August 11, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., at the Northwood-
Kensett High School office.

Those coming to the clin-
ic are asked to  bring their 
insurance cards.

Some students may be 
eligible for free vaccines, 
including those with no 
insurance or that are under-
insured and those on 
Medicaid.

Those with questions 
may contact N-K school 
nurse Kaitlyn Anderson.

WCPH
Cont. from Page 1

Conference changes), 
Principal Keith Fritz (aca-
demic and attendance poli-
cy changes and youth prac-
tices at the VAC requests), 
various coaches (sports 
culture, recap of the sum-
mer athletic enhancement 

program, expectations for 
the school year for the 
weight room, classrooms 
and effort by the stu-
dent-athletes, the creation 
of a 4x4 Club, and 
SportsYou).

N-K
Cont. from Page 1

also the first day that ballots 
may voted in the auditor’s 
office.

The deadline to pre-register 
to vote in the election is 
October 19 at 5 p.m. Mailed 
registration forms must be 
postmarked on or before 
October 19.

Those that have voted 
recently are most likely regis-
tered already. People who 
have moved or changed names 
should update their registra-
tion. 

October 19 is also the last 
day to request an absentee 

ballot by mail.
The deadline to request 

and vote an absentee ballot in 
person at the auditor’s office is 
Monday, November 2.

The general election will be 
held on Tuesday, November 3, 
with polls open from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

More information on Worth 
County elections, including 
forms and nomination peti-
tions, can be found at the 
Worth County Auditor’s office 
or online atelections.worth-
countyiowa.gov.

Election
Cont. from Page 1

less than two acres, but has 
no adjacent residential 
neighbors. The property also 
already has a fenced in area 
where the animal would be 
located.

Council member Teresa 
George-Zenz said that she 
didn’t want to set a prece-
dent by granting an exemp-
tion,  and potentially have to 
let other livestock into the 
city.

Elliott said that the City 
makes exceptions, and that 
City code is not one size fits 
all.

Council member Dan 
Reeder said that the City 
has had issues with livestock 
in the past and that the prec-
edent is hard to change once 
made.

Reeder motioned and 
George-Zenz seconded a 
motion to deny the request, 
which was approved by 
council members present, 
which also included Mike 
Bode and Annika Schrieber. 
Council member Steve 
Peterson was not at the 
meeting.

Elliott thanked the coun-
cil for their time and consid-
eration of his request.

The council also discussed 
a survey that is meant to 
determine the need for hous-
ing in the city.

Mayor Doug Moehle 
explained that the City could 
apply for a grant to pay for 
$20,000 of a cost of a housing 
needs assessment, with the 
City paying the remaining 
$10,000.

Moehle said that the 
assessment could be used to 
help secure financial support 
for housing development.

The assessment would 
take two years to complete 
and would be valid for five 
years.

The process would involve 
work with City officials and 
a committee of businesses, 
residents and other mem-
bers of the community.

George-Zenz asked if 
there was interest in a hous-
ing develop that the City had 
needed an assessment for. 
She also said that similar 
processes and studies have 
been done in the past, with 
no follow up. She worried 
that the assessment would 
be a similar investment of 
City funds and community 
efforts with no results.

Moehle said that Forest 
City and Lake Mills had 
begun their own assessment 
processes with grant fund-
ing.

Schrieber asked what the 
assessment would be used 
for.

City administrator Amber 
Julseth said that it could be 
used as a marketing tool or 
to recruit housing develop-
ment in the city. Moehle 
added that if a developer 
came to the City to request 
help to receive grant fund-
ing, the assessment may be 
needed to qualify.

Moehle also said that the 
assessment could be a tool 
used to support housing, but 
would not be a guarantee.

With grants for housing 
assessments coming up 
annually in recent years, 
and with housing costs at a 
high, the council opted not to 
move forward this year, but 
to revisit the assessment 
option the next time grants 
are available.

Julseth said that she 
would also follow the results 
of the other cities’ assess-
ment processes in the mean-
time.

Moehle also mentioned 
another option that the City 
would be learning more 
about, which involves modu-
lar homes built by prison 
labor in Iowa.

Moehle said that other 
cities in the state had helped 
prospective home owners 
acquire homes for unused 
city property. Moehle sug-
gested that this could be an 
option for the City’s unsold 

dollar lots. City officials 
planned to learn more from a 
recent presentation.

George-Zenzso suggested 
that the City should look at 
what other communities are 
doing to regulate ebike and 
scooter use, to see if some-
thing could be done in 
Northwood.

George-Zenz noted the 
sometimes dangerous behav-
ior of young people and 
adults on the scooters in the 
city. She said that there are 
rules and licenses required 
for golf carts and that the 
City should look at similar 
options for electric scooters.

Julseth noted that the 
state of Minnesota has been 
looking at setting a mini-
mum age of 12 to ride elec-
tric scooters in that state.

Schrieber said that the 
City should follow rules as 

set by the State. Currently, 
there are no state laws 
addressing the use of the 
scooters, beyond basic traffic 
laws. She said doing any-
thing more would feel like 
infringing on the state and 
the users of the scooters. She 
noted that there are also 
kids that pedal bikes through 
stop signs or otherwise aren’t 
safe when they ride on 
streets.

Moehle noted the efforts 
of Worth County Sheriff’s 
deputy Katrina Neve to com-
municate with young people 
about safe use of electric 
scooters, and bikes, in town. 
And he noted the support of 
the school for the efforts.

That said, Moehle men-
tioned that city officials 
would watch what other 
towns do to address concerns 
and see if they would work 
in Northwood.

Council
Cont. from Page 1

Lions
Cont. from Page 1

and be a first time donor 
and life saving hero."

People are invited to 
become a donor on 
Thursday, August 13, in the 
Community Room in the 
Worth County Fairgrounds 
from 1-5:30 p.m. 

To make an appointment 
and learn more, download 
the American Red Cross 
app, visit RedCrossBlood.
org or call 1-800-Red Cross 
(1-800-733-27670) or go to 
the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device. This 
will speed up the donation 
process, then follow the 
R e d C r o s s B l o o d . o r g /
RapidPass. Donors may 
also call Northwood Lion 
Bob Perry at 641-324-2252 
for a donation appointment. 

Donors will need two 
forms of ID at the donation 
site before donating blood. 

Individuals who are over 
16 years of age may donate 
and those under may donate 

with parental permission.
There are some blood 

misconceptions:
Every donation is critical 

to building a blood supply, 
yet many people may not 
realize the significant 
impact a single donation 
can have on patients in 
need. A recent survey 
revealed a significant gap 
between public perception 
and the realty of the nation's 
blood supply. 

1) Less than 1 in 5 
respondents understood 
that blood supply cannot be 
stockpiled because it has a 
limited shelf life and must 
be continually replenished 
through volunteer donors. 

2) Only about half 
believed it was very likely 
that they or someone close 
to them would need blood 
one day even though some-
one in the U.S. receives 
blood transfusion every two 
seconds.

Homemade ice cream
at LRH
Residents of the Lutheran Retirement Home re-
cently had a chance to have some fun and a tasty 
treat as a result. Residents each had a chance 
to turn the crank on the ice cream maker. They 
enjoyed the old fashioned fun and the cold treat 
during the recent hot days of summer.
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Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
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olsoninsuranceia.com

SUBSCRIBE FOR YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Stop by the Anchor or cal l  641-324-1051 
We accept credit card

Worth County Public 
Health is once again offering 
free car seats and assistance 
for families that need them.

Car seats are available 
for infants and children, and 
are available to parents, 
grandparents and guard-
ians.

WCPH offers  the assis-
tance of Child Passenger 
Safety Technicians to ensure 
seats are properly installed 

and to provide information 
to help people travel with 
babies and children safely.

The program is funded by 
the North Iowa Children's 
Alliance and Early 
Childhood Iowa funds.

Those that would like a 
car seat and installation 
may contact Worth County 
Public Health at 641-324-
1741 to schedule an appoint-
ment.

WCPH offers car 
seat program

During the months of 
July and August wild turkey 
sightings are recorded to 
estimate this year’s nesting 
rates and nest success. 
Participation is easy – just 
note the date and county in 
which the turkey was seen, 
if it was an adult female or 
adult male – males have 
beards on their breast – and 
if and how many poults 
(baby turkeys) were present.

The survey is available 
online at survey.alchemer.
c o m / s 3 / 8 8 6 3 8 2 4 /
I A W i l d T u r k e y S u r v e y . 

There is an identification 
guide on documenting wild 
turkey broods online at 
www.iowadnr.gov/hunting, 
that provides tips on how to 
determine males from 
females and different flock 
scenarios with poults of dif-
ferent ages.

Annual population sur-
vey 787e an important com-
ponent of managing the wild 
turkey. Turkey populations 
can fluctuate annually 
across all regions of the 
state.  All participation is 
appreciated.

Iowans encouraged 
to report wild turkey 
sightings this August

Glenville Days will bring 
a number of events and 
activities to the city the 
weekend of Thursday, 
August 13, through Sunday, 
August16.

Activities on Thursday, 
August 13, include fun at 
the Glenville Beach, with 
the start of the volleyball 
tournament at 6 p.m., along 
with concessions and swim-
ming until 8 p.m.

Friday evening will bring 
several food vendors to 
Glenville.

Registration for a bike 
giveaway begins at 5:15 
p.m., with the giveaway at 6 
p.m.

The Glenville Little King 
and Queen contest begins at 
5:30 p.m.

A medallion hunt begins 

at 6 p.m., with clues posted 
at the Glenville Legion 
Bulletin.

A garden tractor pull will 
be held from 6-9 p.m.

In the Fields will per-
form starting at 9 p.m.

On Saturday, August 15, 
food vendors will return.

A 5K River Run/Walk 
will be held, with registra-
tion on Facebook or begin-
ning at 7:15 a.m. on August 
15. The Run/Walk begins at 
8 a.m.

Daniel Felen will per-
form at the small stage 
starting at 10 a.m.

The Show N Shine Car 
and Tractor Show will begin 
at 10 a.m., continuing 
through 3 p.m.

The Glenville Days 
parade begins at 10:30 a.m. 

at the high school.
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

there will be a ring toss 
fundraiser at the beach. 
Free park activities will 
also be held.

Registration for a pedal 
pull for ages 4-11 will begin 
at 11:30 a.m. The pull will 
begin at 12 noon.

Fire department water 
wars begin at 1 p.m.

Vatos Por Vida will per-
form on the main stage 
starting at 1:30 p.m.

Brett Feist will perform 
at the small stage at 5 p.m.

Raffle winners will be 
announced on the main 
stage at 8:15 p.m.

Red Dirt Road will per-
form at 9 p.m.

The fireworks will take 
place at 10 p.m.

On Sunday, August 16, a  
community church service 
will be held at First 
Lutheran Church at 10:30 
a.m.

The Glenville American 
Legion Riders 4-man best 
shot tournament at 
Greenlea Golf Course will 
begin at 1 p.m. Registration 
starts at noon and a meal 
will begin at 5 p.m.

The beach will be open 
for swimming from 12:30-
5:30 p.m.

More information, 
including how to sign up for 
events, competitions and 
contests, can be found on 
the Glenville Days- 
Glenville Community 
Boosters Facebook page.

Glenville Days set for August 13-16

641-585-5555 

27,886 miles, EcoBoost 2.3L Turbo 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$39,535

Ben’s Weekly 
Specials

2024 Ford Edge SEL2025 Ford Explorer

Ben’s 
Special Price

39,915 miles, 3.5L V6 280hp 
262 ft, Auto, FWD

$40,940Ben’s 
Special Price

37,320 miles, EcoBoost 2.7L Twin 
Turbo, Auto, 4WD/AWD

$35,269Ben’s 
Special Price

50,508 miles, EcoBoost 2.0L Turbo, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$24,633Ben’s 
Special Price

www.forestcityford.com

2024 Honda Odyssey 2023 Ford F150 Ext. 
Cab XL

"Where Customers Send Their Friends"

745 Hwy. 69 N.
Forest City

#6990 Doc. 
Fee Applies

Conservation camp fun
Worth County Conservation recently wrapped up two 
of its summer camps. That includes the Sportsman 
Camp. During that camp, young participants practiced 
archery, target practice with pellet guns, slingshots 
and fishing. Another Conservation camp was the Colors 
Camp, where campers looked for inspiration, colors 
and the beauty of the natural world around them.
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    Northwood Dental   

802 9th Ave. N. • 641-324-1364

David  Penfold, DDS
Open Monday - Friday

7 a.m. Appointments Available

Cell: 641-390-1529Office: 641-592-2665krisgordonrealtor@gmail.comwww.rogblackdiamond.com
111 N. Mill St.Lake Mills, IA 50450

Kris Gordon
Realtor®

KJERSTIN
MOSBY

ALAYNA 
UNDERDAHL

803 9th Ave. N. • Northwood 641-324-1221

641-324-2452704 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas insurance needs 
since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203120 E. Main St., Suite 1Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

641-390-0105

John Midtgaard

Northwood 

Insurance Agency
91 9th St. South • Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-9844 

fax: 641-324-9844

email:jamidtgaard@gmail.com

  PROMPT
  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE

FAX 641-423-3964

Distributors 
of:

Vinyl Replacement 

Windows - Aluminum 

Entrances Custom Glass 

and Mirror

2127 S. FEDERAL AVEMASON CITY, IOWA 50401

Email: hammerdownauction@gmail.com

Jerry Olson

641-390-0105

4685 Vine Ave

Northwood, IA 50459
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Business HereContact the 

Northwood Anchor
641-324-1051

anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Printing Services
Stop by or call today 
 324-1051

The
Northwood

The following students 
graduated after the spring 
2026 semester at South 
Dakota State University. 
More than 1,600 students 
completed all requirements 
for a degree and/or certifi-
cate program.

Overall, students from 
32 states and 27 nations 
graduated, and more than 
90 students received two or 
more degrees or certificates 

from a college.
• Madison Levine of 

Lake Mills, Iowa, graduat-
ed Magna Cum Laude with 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from SDSU's Col-
lege of Nursing.

• Logan Hajek of Glen-
ville, Minnesota, graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science 
from SDSU's College of Ag-
riculture, Food and Envi-
ronmental Sciences.

SDS announces Spring 
2026 graduates

Iowa Lakes Communi-
ty College recognizes the 
academic excellence and 
dedication of students who 
earned placement on the 
Spring 2026 Dean's List.

A total of 258 students 
were named to the Dean's 
List for earning a 3.25 
grade point average or 

higher while completing a 
minimum of 12 graded cred-
it hours.

The Dean's List hon-
ors full-time students who 
achieve a grade point aver-
age of 3.25 or higher.

Addison Tasker of North-
wood was amongst the stu-
dents earning the honor.

Tasker named to ILCC  
Spring honors list

Hitting a hole in one
This past July, Josh Fick became the latest to hit an ace at the 
course near Northwood. On July 15, Fick hit a hole in one on 
hole #3 at the Northwood Country Club. 

With back-to-school sales 
starting, plan to capture 
even more savings during 
Iowa’s Annual Sales Tax 
Holiday, Aug. 7-8. With 
some careful planning, this 
opportunity provides a help-
ful, targeted financial break 
for families, says Carol 
Ehlers, a health and human 
sciences educator with Iowa 
State University Extension 
and Outreach.

Mark your calendar for 
this once-a-year, sales tax 
free weekend. During the 
first Friday and Saturday of 
August, households can 
expand student wardrobes 
without paying state and 
local sales tax. This means 
consumers will save at least 
$6 on every $100 they spend 
on clothing and shoes.

“With the average family 
spending $864 on K-12 back-
to-school items, that’s 
almost as much as people 
spend for the winter holi-
days,” Ehlers said. “Many 
households set aside money 
year-round to help cover 
their holiday expenses and 
they should be doing the 
same for back-to-school pur-
chases. This should not be a 
surprise and needs a spend-
ing plan.”

Iowa's annual sales tax 
holiday kicks off at 12:01 
a.m. on the first Friday in 
August and runs through 
midnight Saturday. Sunday 
purchases are fully taxed. 
Since the two-day event falls 
during the back-to-school 

shopping season, the exemp-
tion applies only to certain 
apparel and footwear priced 
less than $100. For a full list 
of items eligible during this 
tax-free event go to the Iowa 
Department of Revenue's 
website. Exemptions do not 
apply to the prices of an 
item selling for over $100.

State sales tax of 6% and 
any local option sales tax 
are waived on eligible items. 
Many municipalities have a 
separate 1% sales tax for the 
city and school district, 
which is also waived. During 
the sales tax holiday, a 
shopper could save between 
6%-7% depending on your 
location, or approximately 
$7 on an item which is less 
than $100.

The tax-exempt savings 
applies only to clothing 
under $100 and shoes under 
$100. Examples of items 
that are still taxable during 
Iowa's tax free weekend 
include jewelry; watches 
and watchbands; umbrellas; 
and sports equipment (such 
as skis, swim fins, roller-
blades and skates, as well as 
clothing or footwear 
designed specifically for ath-
letic use).

Smart shopping tips for 
Iowa's Sales Tax Holiday

Back-to-school shopping 
can be a great beginning to 
an exciting new school year 
for students. With good 
planning, families can pur-
chase what they need with-

out breaking the bank. To 
take full advantage of Iowa’s 
sales tax holiday, Ehlers 
recommends applying the 
following tips:

1. Plan ahead
Before Iowa’s sales tax 

free weekend event arrives, 
plan for the major clothing 
and shoe purchases your 
family members will need. 
Remember that the tax-free 
exemption only applies to 
purchasing clothing and 
shoes from midnight to mid-
night, 12:01 a.m. Friday to 
11:59 p.m. Saturday during 
that first weekend of August.

2. Set a budget and stick 
to It

Be careful not to over-
spend just because the sales 
tax free weekend is occur-
ring. According to the 
National Retail Federation, 
the average family with stu-
dents in kindergarten 
through 12th grade spent 
$890 in 2023 on electronics, 
apparel and other school 
items. Review what you 
spent last year on clothing 
and shoes to create your 
own spending plan.

3. Compare prices
Use the sales circulars 

from your newspaper to 
compare prices on the items 
you wish to buy. Visit web-
sites of several stores where 
you usually shop. If you tend 
to buy your kids' jeans or 
sneakers at national retail 
outlets, visit their websites 
during the sales tax free 
weekend to find out which 

store is offering the better 
deal. 

4. Know the rules and 
expect a busy shopping 
weekend

The Iowa Legislature 
approved the sales tax holi-
day in 2000 to help boost the 
economy and give consum-
ers a break. Previous tax-
free holidays have shown to 
pump up sales for everyone 
from big-box retailers to 
mom-and-pop shops. Some 
merchants report dou-
ble-digit increases in sales, 
compared to a typical 
August weekend.

Stores have been stocking 
back-to-school items for 
nearly a month, but this 
tax-exempt weekend will be 
the busiest. Know the rules 
to make the most of your 
purchase decisions.

No sales tax, including 
local option sales tax, will be 
collected on sales of an arti-
cle of clothing or footwear 
having a selling price less 
than $100.

The exemption does not 
apply in any way to the 
price of an item selling for 
$100 or more.

The exemption applies to 
each article priced under 
$100 regardless of how 
many items are sold on the 
same invoice to a customer.

For more information and 
a complete list of what is 
included in the tax holiday, 
visit the Iowa Department 
of Revenue’s website.

Plan for back-to-school shopping 
during Iowa’s 2026 Sales Tax Holiday

Displaying Leadership at the National level
Maya Johnson, representing the Northwood-Kensett chapter of FCCLA (Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America), traveled to Washington, D.C., at the beginning of July to take 
part in the National FCCLA Leadership Conference. Johnson, who be entering her junior year later this month, earned her way 
to the national event after competing at the State Conference in Cedar Rapids in March. Johnson took part in the career inves-
tigation event, presenting on early childhood education.
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Lake Mills News
Sports

Briefs

We accept 

Visa &

Master Card 

Newspapers Play a Key Role in Our Communities

Mail Subscriptions to: P.O. Box 107, Northwood, IA 50459 
Call 641-324-1051

Email: anchor1@nwdanchor.com

TheNorthwood
This price includes 

News Print or Digital
1 Year

$50 – Worth & Adjoining Counties
$58 – Out of County

2 Years
$82 – Worth & Adjoining Counties

$90 – Out of County

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!

Lake Mills 
Farmers 
Markets 
continue

Lake Mills Farmers 
Markets will continue 
through September 28.

Vendors gather on 
Mondays, from 4-6 p.m. in 
the Lake Mills Graphic 
parking lot, at 200 North 
First Ave. West.

ghIT’S

TIME

Lake Mills Community School Registriation • August 4-14
Registration information will be emailed to 
returning student parents Tuesday, Aug. 4

Registration forms need to be completed 
through PowerSchool Parent Portal.

New student families are asked to call or stop by the school

Back-to-School Night • Thursday, August 20
Elementary Open House 4-7 p.m.

Middle & High School Orientation meeting 5:15 p.m.

First Day of School
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) - 12th • Monday, August 24

4-year-old Preschool • Friday, August 28

Visit the school website at wwwlake-mills.k12.ia.us/
For all the Back-to-School information including registration links, 

supply lists, food program forms, handbooks & health

LAKE MILLS

COMMUNITY SCHOOL

The Lake Mills boys basketball team 
has been working hard this summer
The Lake Mills varsity boys basketball team finished 3-0 at the Ames Team Camp on Friday, July 
24.  Pictured are (from left) Luke Helgeland, Logan Honsey, Joseph Charlson, Easton Gassman, 
Gavin Paton, Tucker Koch, Logan Whitner, Asher Stensrud, Sawyer Schipper and Lane Helge-
land.

By Julie Salisbury
Nineteen Lake Mills 

Bulldogs wrestlers attend-
ed the 2026 Luther TLAN 
Team Camp ll at Luther 
College from July 19-23.

The camp was attended 
by just over 600 wrestlers 
representing 40 teams 
from numerous states in-
cluding Iowa, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Missouri and 
Tennessee. Twenty-one 
mats and 40 counselors 
were on hand, includ-
ing All-Americans Bryce 
and Clayton McDonough, 
graduates of Central 
Springs and Luther Col-
lege.

The camp is a dual 
tourney camp with teams 
wrestling against each 
other and then on the last 
day the campers wrestle 
an individual tournament 
with 70, eight person 
brackets.  The brackets 
are built around similar 
weights and abilities giv-
ing everyone an opportu-
nity to compete.

Lake Mills had two 
individual champions, 
Cruz Flugum and Berkley 
Dean. Two Bulldogs also 
were named “Campers of 
the Day.” They were Lane 
Sprecher and Tommy 
Brandenburg.

Bulldog wrestlers attend team camp
Lake Mills wrestlers attended the 2026 Luther TLAN Team Camp ll at Luther College.

Bulldogs individual champions at the Luther team camp were 
Cruz Flugum and Berkley Dean.

Team building activities for the Bulldogs during the 2026 Lu-
ther TLAN Team Camp ll held at Luther College.

Legos at the 
library
The Lake Mills Library held a 
“GROWing With LEGO” Chal-
lenge in July. Lego challenge 
cards were created to coin-
cide with the summer read-
ing progam theme of “Plant 
A Seed, Read.” The challenge 
participants then had 60 min-
utes to build the scenario on 
their cards. Their creations 
can be seen on the Lake Mills 
Library Facebook page.

A magical show
Jeff Quinn’s “Farm Fresh Magic Show” traveled to several area libraries in July. That included 
the Lake Mills Library. Quinn shared tricks involving plants, flowers and other magic based on 
the farm, while also encouraging reading and using the library.

Reading about seeds
Visitors to the Lake Mills Library, as a part of the “Plant A 
Seed, Read” summer reading program, recently learned from 
Lisa Ralls, with the Hanson Nature Center. Ralls shared a pro-
gram about seeds to kids and their families. Besides showing 
them about how seeds become plants, they also got to take 
seeds home to grow.
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NORTHWOOD 
ANCHOR

324-1051
Northwood, IA

DEWEY KRUGER 
MUSIC
324-1300

Northwood, IA

The Sponsors of this feature do so with the 
hope that more people will attend the

church of their choice on a weekly basis

TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

The Weight of Invisible 
Maintenance

Much of our daily living con-
sists of unseen maintenance. 
The upkeep of our household, 
consistently showing up for 
our jobs, and generally man-
aging our personal lives all 
fall under this category. As 
these tasks don’t come with 
any immediate, tangible 
rewards, we may be left 
thinking our efforts do not matter. Nonetheless, this 
quiet care is exactly what holds our lives and families 
together. Remembering this truth allows us to bring a 
steady faithfulness to the ordinary tasks of life, trans-
forming what sometimes feels like an excessive burden 
into a meaningful act of service that honors God. –
James Stone

Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the Lord, 

not for human masters.
– Colossians 3:23 (NIV)

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Closed

Fertile Lutheran Church
Sunday, Worship Service, 

9:30 a.m., Sunday School & 
Confirmation, 10:30 a.m.
Bethlehem 
Lutheran, Manly

Saturday, Thomas Colby 
Celebration of Life at Grace, 
1 p.m.; Sunday, Grace Wor-
ship, 9 a.m., Bethlehem Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m.; Tuesday, 
Bethlehem Council, 6:30 p.m. 

Linda Johnson Prestholt, 
Pastor

Bethany Lutheran Church/
Elk Creek Lutheran

Wednesday, EC-Dorcas 
Leah/Rachel Circles at R80, 
11 a.m.; Thursday, Manna, 
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
B-Share Shoppe, 9 a.m. - 
Noon; Sunday, Elk Creek 
Joint Worship, 9 a.m.; Mon-
day, Manna, 10 a.m. - Noon; 
Tuesday, Bethany Council 
9:30 a.m.

Linda Johnson Prestholt, 
Pastor

Trinity United 
Methodist, Bolan

Sunday, Worship Services, 
9:15 a.m., Coffee Fellowship, 
10 a.m.

Pastor Cory Allard
Bethel United 
Methodist Church

Wednesday, Diner, 8:30 
a.m.; Sunday, Bethel Wor-
ship, 8 a.m., Trinity Worship, 
9:15 a.m., Bethel Worship, 
10:30 a.m.; Tuesday, Pastor 
at Care Center, 10 a.m., Food 
Pantry
Northwood United 
Methodist Church

Sunday, Worship Service, 
10:45 a.m., Fellowship, 11:45 
a.m.

Rev. Rob Lanphere
One In Christ 
Lutheran Parish

Sunday, Worship Services 
10:30 a.m. available online at 
“One in Christ Lutheran Par-
ish” Facebook Page and You-

Tube under “One in Christ 
Lutheran Parish.” Sunday 
Worship Services, 10:30 a.m., 
Silver Lake, 705 Silver Lake 
Rd., Northwood, 641-293-
5556; 9 a.m., Bethany, 201 
Franke St., Joice, 641-588-
3366; 9 a.m., Lunder, 14982 
735th Ave., Albert Lea; 10:30 
a.m., Winnebago, 40029 
210th Ave., Lake Mills.
First Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Wednesday, SH Youth, 
7 p.m.; Thursday, Quilting, 
8:30 a.m., Prayer Group, 9 
a.m., Cub Scouts, 6:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, Worship Services 
FLC, 9 a.m., DCV, 10:30 a.m., 
JH Youth, 6:30 p.m.; Tues-
day, AA-Al-Anon, 7 p.m. 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Sunday Worship Service 
with Holy Communion at 9 
a.m., Adult Bible Study fol-
lowing service.

Rev. Barbara M. Wills, 
Pastor

Sacred Heart Church, 
Manly

Mass Wednesday, 8 a.m.; 
Mass Saturday, 5:30 p.m.

Fr. Dave O’Connor, Pastor
Fr. Ben Valentine, 

Associate Pastor
www.sacredheartmanly.org

Faith Lutheran Church, 
London

Sunday School and Adult 
Bible Class, 9:30 a.m. (Fall 
through Spring); Sunday, 
Worship, 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Kent Otterman
First Shell Rock Lutheran 
Church, Northwood

Sunday, Worship Service, 
10:45 a.m.

Pastor Theodore Gullixson
Sion Lutheran Church, 
Lake Mills

Sunday, Worship Service, 
9 a.m. Sunday School and fel-
lowship following

Pastor Mark Decker

Northwood 
Anchor Church

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

Mark your calendar: 
ROLL CALL X

Saturday, November 7, 2026

Tyler Hoff, Owner
Funeral Director

Highway 65 South • Northwood, Iowa 50459
(641) 324-1121

We offer a full range of services, including  
traditional funerals and cremation, ensuring that 
we can celebrate your loved ones in a way that 

reflects their unique lives and legacies. 

New name, new faces, with high  
quality service guaranteed.

Sites Memorial Chapel

“Music has always been an 
important part of the Mona 
Lutheran Church,” celebrat-
ing its sesquicentennial 
August 8 and 9. “… at least 
throughout the congrega-
tion’s second 75-year period,” 
said Kurt Meyer, currently 
serving as church organist, 
“which is the timeframe most 
familiar to me.”

According to Meyer, 
“People who have been part of 
the Mona Church have not 
only appreciated special 
music… vocal, keyboard, and 
instrumental. The congrega-
tion sings hymns, especially 
the familiar hymns, with con-
siderable gusto. I’ve wor-
shipped in plenty of churches 

where people just don’t sing. 
That’s simply not the case at 
the Mona Church.”  

The congregation and 
those visiting will have a 
chance to sing several favor-
ite hymns at the Mona 
Lutheran Church, in Mona 
on Sunday morning, August 
9. A celebratory worship ser-
vice is scheduled for 9 a.m., 
with a processional that fea-
tures a “Men’s Chorus,” a 
group that will perform sever-
al anthems during the ser-
vice.

According to Meyer, “This 
group pays homage to a men’s 
chorus formed in the early 
1960s when male singers 
from two congregations, 

Mona and its sister congrega-
tion, Six Mile Grove, would 
sing during worship maybe 
every three months or so. I 
got drafted to accompany this 
group on the piano when I 
was about 15 years old. Most 
singers were in their 60s, 
some in their 70s and 80s, 
representing much of these 
churches’ glorious history. 
And, of course, the men truly 
enjoyed singing; musical tal-
ent wasn’t necessarily 
required.”

People who enjoy singing 
– as well as those who prefer 
not to – are all cordially invit-
ed to worship with the Mona 
congregation as it marks its 
sesquicentennial this Sunday 

morning, August 9, in Mona, 
just off U.S. Highway 218, 
south of the Iowa-Minnesota 
state line. And people are 
encouraged to stay for a histo-
ry program shortly after wor-
ship (about 10:30 a.m.), fol-
lowed by lunch and a ceme-
tery walk honoring the con-
gregation’s founders, most of 
whom are buried at nearby 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 

“We only kick up our 
‘Scandinavian heels’ like this 
every 50 years or so,” said 
Meyer, who chairs the sesqui-
centennial planning commit-
tee. “Everyone is welcome to 
join us, regardless of whether 
they sing with gusto!”

Mona Lutheran Church celebrates 
Sesquicentennial Sunday

Iowa’s annual pheasant 
survey began August 1, and 
with a mixed bag of region-
al weather indicators, hunt-
ers are eager to see the 
results.

The statewide survey is 
conducted by Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) staff 
between August 1-15, who 
drive 225, 30-mile routes on 
gravel roads at dawn on 
mornings with heavy dew. 
Hen pheasants will move 
their broods to the edge of 
the gravel road to dry off 
before they begin feeding, 
which makes them easier to 
count.

In June the DNR issued 
its annual prediction for the 
roadside counts, which uses 
a weather model based on 
the snowfall, rainfall and 
temperatures from the past 
winter and spring. The 

model provides a best guess 
at what the counts might 
look like, and it is predict-
ing numbers similar to last 
year, when the state’s 
pheasant population 
reached a 20-year high.

But the best indicator for 
the fall season is the August 
roadside survey that counts 
actual pheasants seen along 
more than 6,000 miles of 
rural, gravel roads.

The August roadside 
survey was initiated in 
1936 with the survey mod-
ernized to what we have 
today in 1962. In addition to 
pheasants and quail, the 
survey collects data on par-
tridge, cottontails and jack-
rabbits. Results will be 
posted online at www.iow-
adnr.gov/pheasantsurvey in 
early September. Iowa’s 
pheasant season begins 
October 31.

Iowa pheasant 
population survey begins

NORTHWOOD LIBRARY 
DIRECTOR EMILY TUFTE

Blueberry book
Teresa Stehn, outreach coordinator for Worth County Farm 
Bureau, has recently paid visits to libraries in Worth County. 
That included the Northwood Public Libary, pictured above. 
Stehn read a book, “I Love Blueberries,” about blueberries, 
a superfood. She then helped them make blueberry parfaits 
and sent them home with goodie bags with blueberry infor-
mation. Worth County Farm Bureau also donated copies of 
the book to the libraries.

Nov. 9-15
641-324-1244

CLO

Aug. 6-12
641-324-1244

Thursday: Ham Loaf, 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Vegetable, Dessert
Friday: Taco Casserole, 
Mexican Rice, Refried 
Beans, Fruit
Monday: Tuna on Bun, 
Potato, Fruit
Tuesday: Brown Sugar 
Glazed Pork, Mashed 
Potatoes w/Gravy, WW 
Bread, Vegetable, Fruit
Wednesday: Shepherd’s 
Pie, Roll, Vegetable, Fruit

CLOSED
for 

Albert 
Lea Fair

We can print 
your black & 

white or 
color 

copies.
 

Call for 
more details

324-1051

SHOWING
Aug. 7-10
“Moana” 

Rated PG

Open for Dine-In

SHOP 
LOCALLY

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Northwood Theatre
Show Times

Fri., Sat., Mon. 7 p.m.
Sun. 4 p.m.

740 Central Ave. • 324-0064
Adults $6

Students (18 & Under) $4
2 & Under Free

324-1052

Subscribe to the 
Northwood 

Anchor ONLINE!
www.nwdanchor.com

Call for details
641-324-1051
801 Central Ave. 

P.O. Box 107
Northwood, IA 50459
anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Monday Madness: Free popcorn 
when you bring your 

own container

Make your 
Reservations Now!

COMING

Northwood 
Anchor

Northwood 
Anchor

Congregate 
Meals

Tequila’sSignature’s 
Supper Club

Aug. 14-17
“The Odessey” 

Rated R
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The title is “Shortcut Cooking: The 
Earth-Friendly, Energy-Saving Cook-
book.” It was published in 1991 by Fa-
vorite Recipes Press, Nashville. There 
are several pages of introductory mate-
rial explaining what an earth-friendly 
kitchen consists of and why it was a focus 
35 years ago. We know a lot more today 
about recycling, eliminating food waste 
and conserving energy when we prepare 
meals. What has not changed is the love 
of good food and the pleasure of finding 
a shortcut to get these dishes on the ta-
ble. Convenience products star in many 
recipes. The following are adapted from 
this collection; I’ve changed anything 
that has moved forward in the past 3+ 
decades.

Sour Cream Chicken Breasts
1/2 cup real sour cream
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard
1/2 real mayonnaise, not “M’whip”
1/2 cup fine dry bread crumbs
1 tablespoons Parmesan cheese
1 teaspoon soy sauce
6 small (about 1/4 pound each) boneless, 
skinless chicken breast pieces

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Com-
bine the sour cream, mayonnaise, Parme-
san, soy sauce and dry mustard in a bowl, 
mixing until well combined. Rinse the chick-
en SANDY’S NOTE: Here is something that 
has changed with some kitchen experts 
now saying rinsing chicken just spreads any 
bacteria all over your sink. Cooking kills all 
the bad bugs we’re told.  Use your best 
judgement; I still like to gently rinse chicken. 
After rinsing or not, dip the chicken into the 
mayonnaise mixture and then coat with the 
crumbs. Place in a sprayed baking dish and 
bake for 1 hour or until the chicken is tender. 
It today’s world, an internal temperature of 
165 degrees F. is good as it will continue to 
cook after being removed from the oven. 
Serves 6 with side dishes such as mashed 
potatoes and a veggie or salad. SANDY’S 
NOTE: Using a countertop oven would keep 
the kitchen cooler.

Red Clam Spaghetti
NOTE: This is a nice chance from the usu-

al ground beef tomato sauce if you enjoy 
seafood. Canned clams are readily avail-
able. I’m doubling the amount given origi-
nally in this recipe.

2 large cloves of garlic, minced
2 tablespoons parsley flakes
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon flour
2 cans (6 oz. each) minced clams
1 can (20 oz.) crushed tomatoes
1 pound angel hair pasta

Sauté the garlic gently in the olive oil un-
til soft but not brown. Stir in the flour. Cook 
for 1 minute. Add the undrained clams, 
tomatoes and parsley flakes. Simmer for 
15 minutes over medium-low heat. In the 
meantime, cook the pasta according to 
package directions for al dente firmness. 
Drain the pasta and combine with the clam 
sauce. Serve with grated Parmesan if de-
sired. Serves 6.

Slow Cooker Roast Beef
1 sirloin tip roast, about 3 pounds
1 envelope brown gravy mix
1/2 cup flour
2 cups ginger ale
1 envelope dry onion soup mix

Coat the roast with flour. Place in the 
slow cooker. Combine the gravy mix and 
the onion soup mix, any remaining flour and 
the ginger ale. Pour over the roast, cover 
and set the cooker on LOW. Cook for 8-10 
hours or until the beef is tender. Serves 6.

In keeping with the earth-friendly kitch-
en theme, there are some interesting bits 
of information in the book along with the 
recipes:

For every soft drink bottle you recycle, 
you save enough energy to run a television 
for 1 ½ hours.

If you recycle a 12-inch stack of newspa-
pers, you save enough energy to take a hot 
shower every day for a week!

Think “precycle” and shop for items with 
the minimum amount of packaging.

Reduce energy consumption by 15% by 
opening the dishwasher door and letting 
the items inside air dry instead of using the 
heat-dry setting. NOTE: not wise if you have 
a cat!

I try to recycle and compost every pos-
sible item. I do like hot showers! And…
that’s all she wrote. 

We may live without poetry, music and 
art; We may live without conscience and 
live without heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without books; But a 
civilized man cannot live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com Kraft – Batton to be married 
on Saturday, August 15, 2026

Shallon Batton along 
with William "Billy" Kraft 
both of Kensett, Iowa, are 
proud to announce their 
upcoming wedding.

The couple will be mar-
ried on Saturday, August 
15, at The Timbers in 
Northwood. 

Shallon Batton is the 
daughter of  Shane and 
Dawn Batton of North-
wood. Grandparents are 
Michael and Barbara 
Johnson of Sac City, Iowa, 
and Randy and Karen 
Majewski of Northwood.

Shallon attended 
Northwood-Kensett High 
School and graduated in 
2021. She attended Iowa 
Western Community Col-
lege in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, graduating in 2024 
with Early Childhood: 
Child Development, Ear-
ly Childhood Studies and 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence Degree and is cur-
rently employed at Charlie 
Brown Preschool & Child-
care in Mason City, Iowa.

William is the son of 
Jennifer Mikesall of Des 
Moines, Iowa. Grandpar-

ents are Cheryl and Den-
nis McCormick of Fort Mc-
Coy, Florida.

William attended 
Northwood-Kensett High 
School and graduated in 
2022. After high school 

he enlisted in the United 
States Army and is cur-
rently employed at Mer-
cyOne Hospital in Mason 
City, Iowa. 

The couple will reside 
in Kensett, Iowa.

WILLIAM "BILLY" KRAFT AND SHALLON BATTON

   100th Birthday 
   Open House

   celebrating
   Phillip Norland

       Saturday, Aug. 15 • 1-6 p.m.
         at the home of Steve & Naomi Myers

       823 NE Chambers Parkway, 
       Ankeny, IA

If  you’re unable to make the trip 
send birthday cards and greetings to:

Phillip Norland
c/o Steve & Naomi Myers

823 NE Chambers Parkway
Ankeny, IA 50021*

Celebrate 
this 

special milestone

Grafton Railroad and Heritage Museum 

WILL REOPEN
for the Summer

the First & Third Sundays
of June, July & August

1-4 p.m.
or by appointment by calling 641-425-0042

Serving

North Iowa

Since 1980

4350 Dancer Ave.
St. Ansgar, Iowa

We Take Pride In 
Our Quality Service!

Don't let an old system slow you down!
"Forget the Rest, Come See the BEST!"

New & Used
Computer Sales & Service

• Custom Built Computers
• Custom Servers • Custom Networking 

• Upgrades on Older Systems 
• Websites

Call Nick or Tim Today: 
(641) 713-2141

Ashley Hanson
Agent

Town & Country
Insurance Agency

Contact us for all of your Commercial - Farm 
Homeowner Auto - Recreational Vehicle 

Life & Health Insurance needs!

30 N. Hawkeye Avenue 
Nora Springs, Iowa

641-732-5576
711 Main Street, Osage, Iowa

205 W. 4th St., Suite #2 
St. Ansgar, Iowa 50472

Daryl and Wanda Love 
attended the State of Iowa 
Age-Group Swimming 
Long Course State Cham-
pionships in Iowa City 
on July 23-26 to watch 
their grandchildren swim 
for the Des Moines Swim 
Federation team. 

Kjirsti swam in three 
events in the 10 and un-
der age group and gained 
great experience as she 
will compete in this age 
group for the next two 
years. 

Jax swam in 13 total 
events in the 11-12 age 
group, including nine in-
dividual and four relays 
which is the maximum 
allowed. The four relays 
all earned second place 
medals. Individually he 
earned one second place 
and eight state champion 
medals as well as the first 
place High Point Award in 
the boys 11-12 age group 
category. DMSF swim 

team earned the Long 
Course Team Champions 
12 and under trophy for 

scoring the most points at 
the state meet.

Love competes in State Swimming

Jax is pictured with his medals and his High Point Award, along 
with his coaches and the teams Championship Trophy.

Albert Lea Community 
Theatre (ACT) announces 
auditions will be held on 
Sunday, August 9 and Mon-
day, August 10, at 7 p.m., 
for the comedy, "Marriage 
Can Be Hazardous to Your 
Health" at the Marion Ross 
Performing Arts Center, 
147 N. Broadway in Albert 
Lea.

The cast will need two 
men and three women. 
Both men are middle-aged; 
the women include one mid-
dle-aged, one in her 20s and 
the third could be any age.  

The Story: When Eddie's 
midlife crisis hits, he es-

capes from his picture-per-
fect family and establishes 
a swinging bachelor pad in 
New York City. This come-
dy is about the relationship 
between the new and the 
old, touching anyone who 
has ever fought and forgiv-
en.

Roles include:
• Eddie Walker: A vain, 

hyper television commer-
cial producer going through 
a mid-life crisis.

• Cindy Smith: Eddie's 
smart and gorgeous young 
live-in girlfriend.

• Diana Walker: Eddie's 
intelligent ex-wife who un-

dergoes a major personal 
makeover.

• Roger Billingsley: Ed-
die's nervous best friend 
and lawyer.

• Mrs. Valdez: a wom-
an of indeterminate age, 
non-speaking role.

Directed by Brian 
Mattson, performances will 
be October 1-4 (M) and 7-10. 
Rehearsals will be sched-
uled on weeknights, with 
some weekend involvement 
closer to the performance 
dates. For more informa-
tion, visit the ACT website 
at ACTonBroadway.com.

ACT announces auditions for 
'Marriage Can Be Hazardous to 
Your Health' on August 9 and 10
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Echoes from the Loafers’ Club 
Meeting

How’s your telemarketing job going?
I quit.
How come?
It wasn’t my true calling.

Driving by Bruce’s drive
I have a wonderful neighbor named 

Bruce. Whenever I pass his drive, 
thoughts occur to me. I was a major 
piece of the day’s puzzle. I stopped at a 
cemetery to put things in perspective. A 
couple meandered through the ceme-
tery looking for one name but finding 
many. The woman stopped at one 
gravestone and said, “So that’s why I 
don’t see him around.”

Afterwards, I stopped at the Farmers 
Market. Great people and great pro-
duce are found there. There was a good-
sized table holding nothing but beets. 
One customer bought them all. I sup-
posed beet pickles were going to be 
made. The vinegary beets in my school 
lunches were canned and disliked. 
They were served sliced, cold and pick-
led. The beet juice frequently bled into 
neighboring foods, turning them pink. I 
didn’t find that charming. Beets weren’t 
high on children’s culinary preferences, 
but the school didn’t skip a beet.

A friend said beets have an earthy 
taste. A polite way of saying they taste 
like dirt. I’ve sipped beet juice, after 
being told it had a sweet and earthy 
flavor, and it did—like wet dirt. I’ve 
eaten a red soup called borscht. It had 
beets, cabbage, potatoes, onions and 
carrots in a broth with a dollop of sour 
cream on top. It was mighty good.

Buying the farm twice
A friend gave me letters sent to a 

local banker in 1926. One letter con-
firmed that a farmer had paid off his 

mortgage. It was brimming with glad 
tidings. Not long after that, the corre-
spondence shifted to sadness in a report 
of that farmer’s death. He had bought 
the farm shortly after buying the farm.

I’ve learned
Never play Twister with an octopus.
Frankenstein’s monster was a peo-

ple person.
If someone asks, “Do you know what 

your problem is?” There’s no need to 
answer. They will tell you.

North Carolina has the highest rate 
of venomous snake bites per capita of 
any state.

Bad jokes department
A weasel goes into a bar. The bar-

tender says, “Interesting. I’ve never 
served a weasel before. What can I get 
you?” “Pop” goes the weasel.

I struggle with Roman numerals 
until I get to 159. Then it just CLIX.

You never appreciate what you have 
until it’s gone. Toilet paper is a good 
example.

Nature notes
“Sometimes”, said Pooh, “the small-

est things take up the most room in 
your heart.” I enjoy watching butter-
flies flutter past me on their meander-
ing routes. Cabbage white butterflies, 
which aren’t uncommon in my yard, 
flew here and there. They are native to 
Europe and Asia, and are an intro-
duced species in the U.S. Their caterpil-
lars feed on members of the cabbage or 
mustard family.

American white pelicans are fish 
herders. They hunt by herding fish into 
shallow water and taking part in a 
feeding frenzy, rather than diving like 
brown pelicans. White pelicans often 
fish together in groups, coordinating 
their movements by forming lines and 
driving fish toward the shore or other 
pelicans. They dip their bills into the 

water to catch fish in their throat 
pouches. Contrary to cartoon portray-
als and common misconceptions, peli-
cans do not carry food in their bill 
pouches. They use their bills to scoop 
up food but swallow their catch before 
flying off. Pelicans feed their chicks by 
regurgitating partially digested fish 
from their gular pouches into the chicks’ 
mouths or onto the ground. Yum! As 
the chicks grow older, they learn to 
reach directly into the parents’ throat 
pouches to retrieve a meal. American 
white pelicans and double-crested cor-
morants frequently swim together and 
sometimes forage together. They do 
hunt at different depths—pelicans are 
surface-feeders and cormorants are div-
ers and deep-feeders. Two pelican spe-
cies are native to the United States: the 
American white pelican is commonly 
found inland and in freshwater habi-
tats, and the brown pelican is primarily 
found along coastal areas, including 
beaches, lagoons and islands.

On warm, humid nights, the phe-
nomenon known as “heat lightning” is 
commonly observed. The sky flickers 
with light, even on a clear night with a 
starry sky. No sound goes with the 
flash, although if you’re listening to an 
AM radio, you will hear crackles of stat-
ic when you see a flash. What we see is 
the light from a distant thunderstorm 
at a distance too far for the sound of the 
thunder to be heard. Thunder’s sound 
rarely travels over 10 miles. The term 
“heat lightning” comes from the fact 
that it’s most often seen on warm, 
humid nights during July and August, 
causing an association with sultry tem-
peratures. The light from an intense 
thunderstorm can be seen as far away 
as 100 miles.

Meeting adjourned
Say the nice thing.

©️Al Batt 2026
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Fit to print... ‘E pluribus unum’ is not a slogan. 
It’s a choice.

Savvy Senior
With Social Security Uncertainty, 
should you claim benefits early?
By Jim Miller

Dear Savvy Senior,
I turn 62 early next year and plan to retire soon 

after. Most advice says I should wait to claim Social 
Security because my monthly benefit will be higher. 
But with all the recent news about Social Security’s 
financial problems, I’m wondering if taking benefits 
early might be the safer choice. Is there ever a good 
reason to claim at 62?

--Ready to Retire
	

Dear Ready,
You’re definitely not alone in asking this.
The latest Social Security Trustees Report projects 

the retirement trust fund could be depleted around 
2032 if Congress doesn’t act. If that happens, Social 
Security would still collect payroll taxes and pay bene-
fits, but retirees could face an across-the-board cut of 
about 22 percent.

Before you rush to file, keep things in perspective. 
Most experts still expect Congress to step in, as it has 
before, to strengthen Social Security. And even if law-
makers don’t act, waiting would still produce a higher 
monthly benefit because any across-the-board benefit 
cut would apply to everyone. While claiming at 62 
means collecting benefits sooner, it also permanently 
locks in a smaller check.

That said, there are several situations where claim-
ing Social Security at 62 can make good financial 
sense.

How claiming age affect your benefits
You can start Social Security at 62, but doing so 

permanently reduces your monthly benefit by about 30 
percent compared with waiting until full retirement 
age (67 for those born in 1960 or later). Delaying until 
70 increases your benefit by about 24 percent.

For example, a $2,000 monthly benefit at full retire-
ment age would drop to about $1,400 at 62, or rise to 
roughly $2,480 if you wait until 70.

When claiming early makes sense
For some retirees, claiming at 62 is a practical 

move. If you’ve stopped working and need income for 
basic expenses, Social Security can provide a steady 
check right away. It can also serve as a bridge if you 
retire early or lose a job in your early 60s while delay-
ing withdrawals from retirement accounts or a pen-
sion.

Some retirees also claim Social Security early to 
reduce withdrawals from their IRA or 401(k) during 
market downturns. The tradeoff is a permanently 
reduced lifetime benefit.

For married couples, timing can be coordinated as 
part of a broader strategy. One spouse may claim early 
to bring in income while the other delays to boost their 
future or survivor benefit.

Health is another big factor. Delaying only pays off 
if you live long enough to collect those higher monthly 
checks. The break-even point between claiming at 62 
and full retirement age is around age 78 or 79.

If you’re still working, be careful here too. Before 
full retirement age, earnings above Social Security’s 
annual limit can temporarily reduce your benefit, and 
claiming early locks in that lower amount for life.

Why delaying helps
For many retirees, waiting means a larger guaran-

teed monthly benefit for life and often a higher lifetime 
payout if you live into your late 70s or beyond. It can 
also provide stronger protection against outliving sav-
ings.

For couples, delaying the higher earner’s benefit can 
increase the survivor benefit, which may help provide 
more financial security for a surviving spouse.

Before deciding, it’s smart to review your numbers. 
You can create a free account at SSA.gov/myaccount to 
check your earnings record and estimate benefits at 
different ages. Tools like OpenSocialSecurity.com or 
MaximizeMySocialSecurity.com (a paid tool with a $49 
fee) can also help you compare claiming strategies.

There’s no one-size-fits-all answer. For most people, 
waiting still makes the most sense. But if you need 
income, have health concerns or are coordinating bene-
fits with a spouse, claiming at 62 may be the better 
choice. The key is to base your decision on your own 
circumstances – not fear about Social Security’s future.

Send your questions or comments to questions@sav-
vysenior.org, or to Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070.

 

Ponderings from
the Batt Cave

By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.

By Tim Storey and Sue Urahn
Iowa Capital Dispatch
www.iowacapitaldispatch.com

Like two sides of a coin imprint-
ed with the nation’s motto, “e plu-
ribus unum” — out of many, one 
— America’s political factions are 
cast in opposition, but they are 
intrinsically bound together as 
parts of a larger whole.

From the beginning, the United 
States has aspired to build a more 
perfect union. When our founders 
convened the Constitutional 
Convention in 1787, they dis-
agreed about the structure of gov-
ernment, the balance of power and 
the protection of individual versus 
collective rights. But when they 
debated — and they often did, 
with great conviction and intensi-
ty — they honed their arguments 
on what they thought was best for 
the entire country, guided by the 
shared vision of a new nation 
established on the ideals of indi-
vidual freedom, equality and 
opportunity.

Today, that shared commitment 
to America’s founding creed is 
under strain.

Most Americans feel exhausted 
by politics, and a growing number 
are unhappy with the way the 
political system is working. Worse, 
this unhappiness is showing up in 
unhealthy ways, with low trust in 
government and each other — a 
sense that the other side is the 
problem. 

We are painfully aware that 
partisanship and distrust have 
grown. We see this too often, when 
people are reduced to disparaging 
labels, states are cast as simply 
red or blue, and the hostility in 
our politics produces no progress, 
leaving us all no better off, or 
worse than before. Our political 
parties appear deadlocked in a 
struggle for power, forgetting that 
they are inseparable sides of the 
nation’s democratic system, which 
depends not on who wins but on a 
shared commitment to the com-
mon good. Central to that commit-

ment is a willingness to listen to 
opposing views, not simply to 
respond but to understand.

Disagreeing is one thing — it is 
rooted in our pluralist republic. 
But when we cannot find ways to 
work together, it becomes impos-
sible to solve our problems. The 
founders understood this. They 
argued passionately, but they 
shared a deeper allegiance to the 
nation’s success and its posterity, 
and they were partners in creat-
ing and safeguarding a system 
that we all continue to rely on.

Whether we choose to engage in 
political warfare or civil debate is 
up to each of us. That’s as true in 
statehouses and city councils as it 
is at the family dinner table, in 
the community center, on the 
debate stage, or standing on oppo-
site sides of a free speech zone. In 
each of these venues, we can 
choose to practice democracy by 
engaging in debate that is spirit-
ed, healthy and rooted in strong 
arguments rather than name call-
ing — or worse, heeding the 
impulse to withdraw from politi-
cal engagement altogether. 

There are glimmers of hope.
Here in Chicago, as part of the 

nation’s largest public policy gath-
ering of state legislators and staff 
from all 50 states and U.S. territo-
ries, our organizations, the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures and The Pew 
Charitable Trusts, are working 
together to build connections 
across the political spectrum and 
share policy ideas and best prac-
tices that strengthen legislatures 
and serve communities nation-
wide. This follows a series of 
events held around the country, 
including a February “America at 
250 Forum,” to bring people with 
opposing views together to discuss 
issues that matter to everyone. All 
of the events demonstrate a seri-
ous commitment to strengthening 
our democratic muscles at this 
historic moment for the country.

Legislators from different par-

ties sitting together to discuss not 
only their politics but also their 
human connection and shared 
belief in the country demonstrates 
that, despite the spotlight on our 
divisions, the time is ripe to unite 
for a common cause. We need to 
see more unity from our leaders 
— and be willing to try it our-
selves.

Today, Americans must recog-
nize that our political differences 
are not inevitably divisive, 
because our futures are funda-
mentally connected. Politics are 
difficult, yes, but they do not need 
to be ugly. Finding common 
ground is welcome, but at a mini-
mum, Americans need to find the 
space to connect with one another 
and the courage to engage in 
healthy and substantive discus-
sion. We can do that by building 
up state and local institutions 
where individuals get to know 
each other personally and by over-
coming the silos and sides we’ve 
allowed to define us. A far better 
approach is to deal with people 
face-to-face and with respect, even 
when we profoundly disagree.

In a time when polarization and 
mistrust are treated as inevitable, 
we encourage all Americans to 
recommit to the principles and 
institutions that bind us together: 
a common belief in individual 
rights and equality, the rule of 
law, the legitimacy of representa-
tive democracy and our shared 
pursuit of national prosperity.

As America honors its 250th 
anniversary, it’s important to say, 
unequivocally and collectively, 
that we’re grateful to our coun-
try’s founders for starting this 
great experiment. We care about 
each other, and we want our fel-
low citizens to be successful. And 
we are proud to be part of this 
diverse, complicated and hopeful 
country.

Shared beliefs like these are 
central to the American experi-
ment. E pluribus unum — out of 
many, one — if we so choose.
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100 years 
ago

July 29, 1926
The county officers of Iowa 

are holding their state con-
vention at Waterloo. Supervi-
sors Jay Cady of Kensett and 
John Mitchell of Manly drove 
down to attend the sessions 
as did County Engineer T.T. 
Teall and Morris Berg, assis-
tant county auditor.

Mr. and Mrs. A. Mitchell 
and Mrs. E.I. Butler returned 
from a 600 mile trip in the 
Mitchell car that took them 
to Motley, Minnesota, where 
they visited for two weeks 
with the Dell Strong family 
and with Mrs. Butler’s son, 
Ira and family. Mr. Mitchell, 
who is 74 years old, drove for 

the entire trip.
Shell Rock’s Luther 

League ice cream social held 
on the lawn of the home of 
Mrs. Sarah Aase in this city 
was attended by a large num-
ber of the young people of the 
Shell Rock and Northwood 
congregations. The program 
consisted of vocal solos by 
Mabel Fennev and Eleanor 
Seitz; a piano solo by Rev. 
Ylvisaker; several numbers 
by the junior choir; reports 
by Julia Holstad and Alice 
Nelson, delegates to the Lu-
ther League convention held 
recently; and a talk by Rev. 
Ylvisaker.

Sidney Swensrud arrived 
from New York City, where 
he has been employed with a 
public utility company since 
completing his year’s work in 
the business department of 

Harvard University. After a 
short visit with parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Swensrud, Sid-
ney left with his sister, Miss 
Stella, for Los Angeles, where 
he will visit for a few weeks. 
Mr. Swensrud graduated 
from Minnesota University 
in 1923 and after working 
in Minneapolis for two years 
entered Harvard, where he 
expects to continue his stud-
ies next fall and graduate in 
February 1927.

The cast of characters for 
a play, “Prisoners in Mill-
ersville,” to be given by the 
Kensett Township 4-H girls, 
include Mabel Fenney, Fern 
Harmon, Crystal Severson, 
Barbara Johnson, Dorothy 
Harmon, Gladys Severson, 
Lucille Erickson, Gail Har-
mon, Arlene Gullickson and 
Evelyn Gullickson.
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Northwood 
Anchor Early Files

25 years
ago

August 1, 2001
The Northwood High 

School graduating Class of 
1956 had a larger reunion 
than usual this past week-
end. Not in the number of 
classmates who attended, 
as only 22 of the 44 NHS 
graduates of ’56 were able 
to return to Northwood for 
the group’s 45-year reunion. 
But they accomplished a 
larger feat than most classes 
Sunday morning, when they 
dedicated a living memorial 
at the N-K Arboretum.

A crew of approximately 
one dozen volunteers donated 
their time and effort to install 
new playground equipment 

on the Northwood-Kensett 
Elementary School play-
ground last Wednesday. The 
crew included members of 
the Grove Progressive Farm-
ers 4-H Club, which donated 
$3,000 from various fundrais-
ers toward the purchase price 
of the new play equipment. 
Other donations included 
$3,000 from NSB Bank and 
$2,000 from the Northwood 
Swensrud Fund. The N-K 
school district’s physical 
plant and equipment levy 
will pay the remaining costs 
of the estimated $29,000 
project.

Andy Julseth, Northwood, 
is currently working as a field 
crop specialist for Sevi-Tech, 
Inc in Ackley, Iowa. Andy 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Agronomy 
from Iowa State University.

Northwood Department 
of Public Works employee 
George Goeders dumps a 
load of tree branches and 
limbs into the bed of a 
dump truck driven by fellow 
crew member Jim Lee last 
Wednesday morning. The 
city crew performs clean-up 
service for city residents once 
a week, making Northwood 
the only community in the 
area to do so, according to city 
superintendent Craig Toft.

Larry and Pam Perkins, 
Northwood, announce the en-
gagement and approaching 
marriage of their daughter, 
Gina Perkins, to Jeremy 
Solberg, son of Dave Solberg, 
Mason City, and Kevin and 
Joline West, New Sharon, 
Iowa. A wedding on Septem-
ber 29 is planned at First 
Lutheran Church.

75 years 
ago

August 2, 1951
A storage and batching 

plant, Randall Transit Mix, 
the ready-mix concrete busi-
ness, has been installed and 
the operation of the business, 
owned by Whitney Randall, 
began last week.

Four Northwood Girl 
Scouts attended Camp 
Gaywood at Clear Lake 
last week. They were Judy 
Apelquist, Judy Nelson, 
Marjorie Gaarder and Anne 
Baken.

Harold Elwell and son 
Jack and Don Harris entered 
the invitational golf tourna-

ment at Lake Mills Sunday. 
Elwell won first prize in the 
fourth flight and Jack ranked 
fifth in a flight. Mr. Harris 
was third in the third flight.

The choir of First Luther-
an Church, Northwood, went 
to Ames Sunday to sing at an 
open house program of the 
new Beloit orphans home 
sponsored by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. The group 
of about two dozen went 
by automobile. Miss Eileen 
Christianson directed.

Leo Dralla, Northwood 
contractor, was awarded 
the contract for erection of 
a three-stall garage for the 
county engineer’s office by 
the board of supervisors 
Monday. The garage, 24x39 
and of block construction, is 
to be located on the court-

house square just east of the 
sheriff’s garage. His bid was 
for $4,387.

Phyllis Hendrikson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Hendrikson of Deer 
Creek Township, is the 
candidate of the Deer Creek 
Valley Co-Operative Cheese 
Association for Worth Coun-
ty dairy princess. The winner 
will be selected at the Worth 
County Fair.

Mr. and Mrs. H.I. Squires, 
formerly of Northwood and 
Meltonville, have been vis-
iting in this vicinity for the 
past week, visiting with Mrs. 
Squire’s brother, W.E. Miller 
at Carpenter and with other 
relatives and old friends. 
They recently sold their farm 
near Eugene, and are looking 
for a new location.

50 years 
ago

July 29, 1976
Rains, ranging from 1/2 to 

1 1/2 inches Tuesday night, 
did a lot for the spirits of 
farmers in the area, as well 
as giving drought-stricken 
crops a respite. The larger 
amounts were reported east 
of Northwood, both in Barton 
and Deer Creek townships, 
and the lesser amount was 
to the west. Residents near 
Manly measured slightly 
over one inch.

Four members of the Lake 
Mills FFA chapter were busy 
painting the livestock arena 
at the Worth County Fair-
grounds Friday morning. 

The Northwood-Kensett 
FFA and local 4H clubs have 
also volunteered for their 
services in order to prepare 
the grounds for the fair this 
weekend.

Donald L. Nappe, Ken-
sett, a native of Worth Coun-
ty, has filed for the position 
on the Northwood-Kensett 
school board to be vacated 
by Otto Ostby. Nappe has 
lived in Kensett since 1951 
and attended school there 
six years.

Northwood’s Pee Wees 
raised their record to 13-0 
by defeating Forest City 4-0. 
Chuck Alexander pitched a 
one hitter; struck out 5 while 
only walking 2. Getting 
hits for Northwood were 
Randy Severson and Steve 
Gentz with doubles and Neil 
Ouverson getting a single. 

Scoring for Northwood were 
Scott Severson, Daivd Hall, 
Neil Ouverson and Shane 
Arneson.

Northwood’s Peanuts 
ventured to Plymouth for 
their third pitch ballgame 
and came away with a 10-6 
victory and ending the sea-
son with a 2-1 record only 
losing to Kensett by one run. 
Jeff Johnson, Rick Perry 
and Blair Schlatter shared 
the mound duties for the 
peanuts.

Mike Steven’s 1195-pound 
grand champion baby beef 
sold for an all-time record 
of $88 per hundred weights, 
for a total of $1,051.60 at 
the annual fat stock sale at 
the Worth County Fair. The 
steer was purchased by the 
St. Ansgar State Bank.

10 years      
ago

August 3, 2016
At their regular meeting 

on July 25, the Northwood 
City Council approved 
entering into a bond agree-
ment, to borrow $3.5 million 
for its new wastewater 
system. The new facility 
is being built to bring the 
City’s system in line with 
state and federal limits. The 
total cost of the new system 
is expected to be nearly 
$9.4 million in construction, 
administrative and other 
costs.

During Congregational 
Moments at Bolan Trinity 
UM Church, Mary Wendt 
presented Kelsie Willert 

with a $200 scholarship to 
use towards college expens-
es from the P.E.O. Chapter 
KX of Mason City, Iowa.

Safety measures were 
recently put in place at sev-
eral Worth County rural in-
tersections. At a number of 
intersections, that included 
adding rumble strips. At the 
intersections of Thrush Ave-
nue and 390th Street, where 
a fatal accident occurred on 
June 24, and Thrush Ave-
nue and Highway 105, stop 
ahead signs and LED stop 
signs were also added.

Harry and Mary Land of 
Swisher, Iowa, (formerly of 
Northwood) are celebrating 
their 60th anniversary on 
August 3, 2016.

The Northwood-Kensett 
Booster Club held its annu-
al summer sports banquet 

on Sunday afternoon at the 
City Park in Northwood. 
Award winners included 
Paige DeArmoun (Most 
Improved), Chloe Breitspre-
cher (Golden Glove), Colton 
Moretz (Cy Young), Trevor 
Varner (MVP), Jalin David 
(Golden Glove) and Shelby 
Low (MVP).

The Northwood-Kensett 
High School wrestling team 
participated in the 2016 Lu-
ther College Team Wrestling 
Camp in Decorah, Iowa. 
Samuel Kliment, a member 
of the Vikings wrestling 
team, earned Wrestler of 
the Day honors from Luther 
camp counselor John Pint. 
The Northwood-Kensett 
wrestling team is coached 
by Jordan Reindl and Eric 
Butler.

Wish to celebrate the life of a loved one?
The Northwood Anchor help memorialise your loved ones

anchor1@nwdanchor .com or 641-324-1051

Northwood  
Anchor Obituaries

Rev. Karen Dearchs, 88, 
of Algona, passed away on 
Monday, July 13, 2026, at 
her home. A Celebration of 
Karen's Life will be held on 
Friday, August 7, 2026, at 
11 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church in Algo-
na.

Karen Nona Groe Kirch-
ner Dearchs was born on 
February 18, 1938, to Or-
lin Benjamin and Norma 
Ruth (Madson) Groe in ru-
ral Worth County, Iowa, 
at the farm of Louis and 
Ida (Hove) Madson. She 
attended Hartland #4 coun-
try school for all eight years 
of her elementary educa-
tion. Karen graduated from 
Northwood High School in 
May of 1955. She attended 
Iowa State Teacher's Col-

lege from 1955-1957, earn-
ing a two year teaching cer-
tificate. Karen went back 
to school in 1980, when 
she enrolled at  Iowa State 
University  taking exten-
sion classes at Mason City. 
She earned a Bachelor of 

Liberal Studies degree in 
December of 1981. Karen 
enrolled at the Universi-
ty of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary, earning a Mas-
ter's of Divinity in 1984. 
She completed most of the 
classwork needed for a 
Master's of Spiritual Direc-
tion at Creighton Universi-
ty. Karen was ordained an 
Elder in Full Connection 
in the United Methodist 
Church on Pentecost Sun-
day in 1987.

Inurnment will take 
place at Zion Lutheran 
Cemetery in Lake Mills at 
a later date. Services have 
been entrusted to Lentz Fu-
neral Home of Algona. On-
line condolences may be left 
at www.lentzfuneralhome.
com.*

Rev. Karen Dearchs

REV. KAREN DEARCHS

Carol Rosemary Kos-
chmeder of Grafton, Iowa, 
passed away on May 5, 
2026, at MercyOne North 
Iowa Medical Center in 
Mason City at the age of 95.

A memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 

at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church, 308 Fourth Ave., 
Grafton, Iowa 50440, with 
Pastor Paul Weeg offici-
ating. She will be laid to 
rest following the service in 
Grafton Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be one hour prior 
to the service at the church. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Emmanuel Lu-
theran Church.

Hogan Bremer Moore 
Colonial Chapels. Colo-
nialChapels.com. 641-423-
2372.

Carol Koschmeder

Alan Moynihan, 84, died 
peacefully on July 22, 2026, 
at his home in Northwood 
surrounded by family.

Alan was born on No-
vember 11, 1941, in Brad-
ford, Pennsylvania to Byrd 
and Thomas Moynihan. 

He enlisted in the Navy 
in 1962 and served on the 
USS Vulcan until his dis-
charge in 1965. He started 
his career as an electrical 
engineer at General Motors 
in Syracuse, New York.

Alan married Joan Pod-
gorniak in 1991. They lived 
in Syracuse until Alan ac-
cepted a position at the 

new General Motors Sat-
urn Manufacturing plant 

in Franklin, Tennessee. 
Following Al’s retirement, 
they moved to Bullhead, 
Arizona. Alan enjoyed golf-
ing, working with comput-
ers and traveling with his 
wife.

Al and Joan moved to 
Northwood in 2020 to be 
close to Joan’s son, John 
and his wife, Jane.

Alan is survived by his 
son, Thomas; daughters, 
Colleen and Tim Whidden 
and Karen Landrey, who all 
live in the Syracuse area; 
John and Jane Podgorniak; 
and his brother, Paul.

Alan Moynihan

ALAN MOYNIHAN

Brenda M. Singelstad, 
74, of Lake Mills, passed 
away on Wednesday, July 
29, 2026m at the Lake Mills 
Care Center.

A funeral service for 
Brenda was held at 11 a.m. 
on Monday, August 3, 2026, 
at Winnebago Lutheran 
Church, 40029 210th Ave-
nue, rural Lake Mills, with 
Rev. Burton Everist offici-
ating.

Visitation was on Sun-
day, August 2, 2026, from 
4 – 6 p.m. at Schott Funeral 
Homes-Mittelstadt Chap-
el, 902 E. Main St. in Lake 
Mills and continued one 
hour prior to the service at 
church on Monday.

Cremation took place 
following the services, with 
interment at a later date in 
Winnebago Lutheran Cem-
etery.

Schott Funeral 
Homes-Mittelstadt Chapel 
in Lake Mills is honored 
to care for Brenda and her 
family.

Brenda Mae (Dinger) 
was born on January 14, 
1952, at the United States 
Air Force Base Hospital in 
Burtonwood, Lancashire, 
England, to parents Glenn 
and Lois (Klobassa) Dinger. 
She was one of twin daugh-
ters, proud to share the day 
with her sister Beth. She 
was confirmed at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Ricev-

ille, Iowa, and graduated 
from Riceville High School 
in 1970. Brenda went on to 
attend Lakeshore Techni-
cal Institute in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, obtaining her 
Optometric Assistant de-
gree in 1971, making her 
one of the first in the state 
of Iowa.

She was married to Ker-
mit Singelstad on August 
27, 1983, at Winnebago Lu-
theran Church, rural Lake 
Mills, and they welcomed a 
son Kristoffer on January 
23, 1984. Brenda always 
said that having Kris as a 
son was the best thing that 
ever happened to her. 

The family lived in 
Lake Mills, where Brenda 
was primarily employed 
at Universal Circuits, Inc. 
Through the years she also 
held positions at the Lake 
Mills Care Center and Bill’s 
Family Foods in Forest 

City. Brenda enjoyed mu-
sicals, crafting, couponing 
and playing Bingo when-
ever and wherever she had 
the opportunity. She had a 
love for dogs, was proud of 
her Native American heri-
tage and liked to let people 
know she was born in En-
gland, but nothing could 
have been more important 
to her than her son and her 
beloved grandchildren. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Kermit; son, 
Kristoffer (fiancée Melissa 
McGinley); grandchildren, 
Olivia, Raegan and Cael 
Singelstad; and a grand dog 
Carver, all of Lake Mills. 
She is also survived by her 
twin sister, Beth Dinger 
of Osage, Iowa; brother, 
Paul (Sue) Dinger of Min-
neapolis, Minn.; and sister, 
Susan Swancutt of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; uncles and 
aunts, Glen Dillon, John 
Dinger, Larry Dinger and 
Jan Duggan; the Singels-
tad relatives, Mike and Deb 
Singelstad, Monica and 
Frank Kubesh, Kevin and 
Robin Singelstad, and Nor-
ma Adams; as well as other 
relatives and friends.

Brenda was preceded in 
death by her parents, Glenn 
and Lois Dinger; a broth-
er-in-law, Steve Swancutt; 
and her father and moth-
er-in-law, Alfred and Kari 
Singelstad.

Brenda Singelstad

BRENDA SINGELSTAD



SECTION 00100 - NOTICE 
TO BIDDERS

Worth County Conserva-
tion - Monarch RV Park Imple-
mentation Worth County Con-
servation Board Northwood, 
Iowa

Receipt and Opening of 
Sealed Proposals. Sealed pro-
posals for the work compris-
ing the repair or improve-
ment as stated below must 
be filed before 2:00 p.m. on 
August 11, 2026, in the office 
of the Director, 503 1st Ave-
nue North, Northwood, Iowa 
50459. Sealed proposals will 
be opened and publicly read, 
with bids being tabulated at 
that time. The results will be 
reported to the Worth Coun-
ty Conservation Board at its 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. on August 
13, 2026, at which time the 
Board may take action on the 
proposals submitted or at such 
time as may then be fixed. The 

Worth County Conservation 
Board reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, to waive 
informalities or technicalities 
in any bid, and to enter into 
such contract, or contracts, as 
it shall deem to be in the best 
interest of the Worth County 
Conservation Board.

The results will be reported 
to the Worth County Conser-
vation Board at its meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on August 13, 2026 
at which time the Board may 
take action on the proposals 
submitted or at such time as 
may then be fixed. The Worth 
County Conservation Board 
reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids, to waive informal-
ities or technicalities in any 
bid, and to enter into such con-
tract, or contracts, as it shall 
deem to be in the best interest 
of the Worth County Conser-
vation Board.

To access the electronic pro-

posal form, download the proj-
ect documents and click the 
on line bidding button at the 
top of the advertisement. Pro-
spective Bidders must be on 
the plan holders list through 
QuestCDN for bids to be ac-
cepted and pay the required 
fee for submission of the on 
line bid.

Time for Commencement 
and Completion of Work. Work 
on the improvement shall com-
mence upon approval of the 
contract by the Board and as 
stated in the Notice to Proceed. 
All work under the contract 
must be completed on or be-
fore June 30, 2027. Liquidat-
ed damages are as set forth in 
Section 00500 - Contract.

Bid Security. Each Bidder 
shall accompany its bid with 
bid security, as defined in Iowa 
Code Section 26.8, as security 
that the successful Bidder will 
enter into a contract for the 

work bid upon. The Bidder's 
security shall be in an amount 
equal to 5 percent of the total 
amount of the bid. The bid 
shall contain no condition ex-
cept as provided in the speci-
fications. If the Bidder fails 
to execute the contract and to 
furnish an acceptable Perfor-
mance, Payment, and Main-
tenance Bond or provide a 
Certificate of Insurance within 
ten (10) days after acceptance 
of the bid by the County, the 
bid security may be forfeited or 
cashed by the County as liqui-
dated damages.

Contract Documents. Cop-
ies of the project documents are 
available for a price of $25.00 
per set. This fee is refundable, 
provided the plans and specifi-
cations are returned complete 
and in reusable condition, 
and they are returned within 
fourteen (14) calendar days 
after the award of the proj-

ect. Please make your check 
payable to Bolton & Menk, 
Inc. and send it to 430 East 
Grand Avenue, Suite 101, Des 
Moines, IA 50309. Complete 
digital project bidding docu-
ments are available at www.
bolton-menk.com or www.
guestcdn.com. You may view 
the digital plan documents 
for free by entering Quest-
CDN Project #10282221 on the 
website's Project Search page. 
Documents may be download-
ed for $0.00. Please contact 
QuestCDN.com at 952-233-
1632 or info@guestcdn.com for 
assistance in free membership 
registration, viewing, down-
loading, and working with this 
digital project information.

Preference of Products and 
Labor. By virtue of statutory 
authority, a preference will be 
given to products and provi-
sions grown and coal produced 
within the State of Iowa, to the 
extent lawfully required under 
Iowa statutes.

Sales Tax Exemption Cer-
tificates. The Bidder shall not 
include sales tax in the bid. 
The Worth County Conserva-
tion Board will distribute tax 
exemption certificates and au-
thorization letters to the con-
tractor and all subcontractors 
who are identified.

The contractor and subcon-
tractor may make copies of the 
tax exemption certificates and 
provide a copy to each suppli-
er providing construction ma-
terials. These tax exemption 
certificates and authorization 
letters are applicable only for 
this specific project under the 
contract.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Worth County Conservation 
seeks to install a modern RV 
park in a new business sub-
division south of the Diamond 
Jo Casino in Northwood, Iowa. 
The project will include con-
crete drive approaches, camp-
ground roads, campsites, and 
amenity pads. Each of the 16 
campsites will have a granular 
utility band featuring a water 
connection, a 50/30/20-amp 
electrical pedestal, and a san-
itary sewer connection. The 
project will include a pre-man-
ufactured shower house, a 
prefabricated shelter with con-
crete paving, and accommo-
dation for an owner-provided 
playground.

The Notice is given by or-
der of the Board of the Worth 
County Conservation Board.

Jim Hanson, Director
30-2t
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PROFESSIONAL 
CARD

Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

91 9th St. S., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-9844  Fax 641-324-9844

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. Thursday
First Lutheran Church

For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244

NORTHWOOD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

641-324-1340

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. -  Noon

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Legal

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
STORM WATER 

DISCHARGE
Bolton & Menk, Inc., on 

behalf of Worth County plans 
to submit a Notice of Intent to 
the Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources to be covered 
under the NPDES General 
Permit No. 2 - Storm Water 
Discharge Associated with In-
dustrial Activity for Construc-
tion Activities.

The storm water discharge 
will be from the new RV Park; 
located in NE 1/4, Section 32, 
Township 100 North, Range 
21 West, NW 1/4, Section 32, 
Township 100 North, Range 
21 West in the City of North-
wood, Worth County, Iowa.

Storm water will be dis-
charged from 3 point sources 
and will be discharged to the 
existing storm sewer, which 
flows into a tributary of the 
Ditch No. 2, which flows into 
the Shell Rock River. 

Comments may be sub-
mitted to the Storm Water 
Discharge Coordinator, Iowa 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, Environmental Ser-
vices Division, 502 E 9th St, 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0034. 
The public may review the 
Notice of Intent from 8:00 am 
to 4:30 pm, Monday through 
Friday, at the above address 
after it has been received by 
the department.

Notice

The Northwood-Kensett Board 
of Directors met in a Regular 
Meeting on Thursday, July 9, 2026 
at the Administrative office at 6:00 
p.m. 

Members present: Bradley 
Christianson, Cindy Byrne, Jamie 
Nelson, Naomi Gudmonson and 
Shana Brunsvold 

Absent: None
Also present:  Superintendent 

Tony Hiatt and Board Secretary 
Kim Hengesteg

 (5-0) approve the Agenda for 
Thursday, July 9, 2026 

Recognition of Visitors/Public 
Comments: Monte DeArmoun, 
Trevor Hunt, and Keith Fritz 

Reports:
Superintendent: 1) Summer 

sports coming to an end, thank you 
to the parents, student-athletes 
and coaches who participated.  2) 
Worth County Fair was a great 
celebration and congratulations to 
our students who participated in 
FFA and 4H projects! 

School Board: Next regular 
school board meeting on Thurs-
day, August 13, 2026 at 6:00 pm

Consent Agenda
(5-0) approve the Consent Ac-

tion Items which included the fol-
lowing:

• Minutes from the June 11, 
2026 Regular Board meeting

• July Bills for payment
• June 2026 Financial Report
• Approve Sarah Stevens – 

Secondary Associate @ $15.00/
hour

• Approve Lauren Lander – As-
sistant Varsity Volleyball Coach

• Approve Clif Davis – HS Boys 
Assistant Track Coach

• Approve Ethan Welch – HS 
Boys Gold

• Accepted resignation Lauren 
Lander – Assistant Softball Coach

• Approve Morgan Johnson – 
JH Volleyball

• Approved the following Sub 
Bus Drivers:

Dan Block, Clifton Davis, Ron 
Dodd,  Steve Hartman,  Jake Lo-
ken, Greg Parks, Mike Reindl, Ben 
Tweeten, Daryl Love, Brian Lund 
& Kevin McClure 

• Approve 1st Year Lead 
Teacher 

Loraine Mix $1,500. 
Amy Hansen $1,500.
Troy Einertson $1,500. 
• Approve 2nd Year Lead 

Teacher
Sam Hemann $750. 
Lisa Hagen $750. 
Beth Butler - Included in ex-

tended contract 
• New Teachers to the district 

mentored by
Kate Hall $750 Special Ed.
Kate Hall $750 Special Ed.  
Old Business:
Donations – none
Elementary Roof Project up-

date – Change order for Alliant to 
sell the school the existing trans-
former in its current location and 
build a primary meter

(5-0) approve the change order 
in the amount of $39,925 as pre-
sented 

New Business:

(5-0) approve Ahlers & Conney 
P.C. as Northwood-Kensett Comm 
School Legal Counsel.

(5-0) appoint Kim Hengesteg 
as NKCSD Board Secretary and 
Treasurer for the 2026-27 school 
year. Administer oath to Kim 
Hengesteg 

(5-0) approve NSB Bank for 
$12,000,000., JP Wealth Advi-
sors for $540,000 and ISJIT of 
$2,000,000. as NKCSD District 
Depositories 

Second Reading: 
(5-0) approve second reading 

of Policies 203, 206.03, 206.04, 
701.02, 701.03, 701.05, 704.02, 
704.03, 705.01, 705.01-R(1), 
705.01-R(2), 705.04, 705.05, 
706.04, 707.01, 708, and 712

Policy Updates – First Reading
(5-0) approve first reading 

of Policies 201, 210.05, 401.01, 
409.02, 501.15, 502.03, 503.01, 
503.11, 503.11R1, 503.11R2, 
504.06, 507.02, 507.02E1, 
507.02E3, 603.01, 603.03, 
603.04, 603.06, 603.10 604.01, 
604.03, 604.03R1, 604.05, 605.04, 
605.04E1, 607.01, 713, 804.05, 
804.05E1, and 901 

(5-0) approve Addison Waller 
as an authorized signer on NSB 
Bank Accounts for NKCSD

(5-0) approve NKCSD 8th 
Grade Athletic Eligibility Form 
as presented along with the Sport 
Physical Form with the appeals 
process included on the form

(5-0) approve 2025 audit from 
Nolte, Cornman and Johnson P.C. 

(5-0) approve 2026-27 contract 
with Synergy for sports medicine 
services as presented 

(5-0) approve continuing the 
sharing agreement for the Super-
intendent

(5-0) adjourn the meeting at 
6:50 pm
Northwood-Kensett Community 

School District
Vendor Name, 

Vendor Description, Amount
43 North Iowa
  Work Experience.................46.64
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C.
  legal services.....................142.00
ALLIANT ENERGY
  ELECTRICITY.............17,129.92
Amazon Capital Services
  SUPPLIES......................7,333.11
AUDITOR OF STATE
  Filing Fee...........................625.00
Aviben LLC
  Flex Admin..........................41.66
Cambium Assessment Inc
  assessments.......................248.50
CARQUEST AUTO PARTS
  SUPPLIES...........................10.96
CB Innovations LLC
  Science Services.............1,202.96
CDW GOVERNMENT, INC.
  supplies..............................150.00
Central Rivers Area Education
Agency, services.............22,921.50
CENTRAL SPRINGS CSD
  shared HR/Social Worker............	
........................................94,530.84
Character Strong
  curriculum....................11,996.00
CITY OF NORTHWOOD
  water/sewer.......................181.35
COMPANION CORPORATION
  renewal...........................2,270.00

CRISIS PREVENTION INSTI-
TUTE, membership.............200.00
Davidson, Preston 
  Reimb classes....................300.00
ECA Science Kit Services
  curriculum....................16,186.24
EILERTSON REPAIR
  Auto Repair Shop..............735.43
Follett Content Solutions
  Books....................................38.18
GARNER-HAYFIELD-VENTURA 
CSD, shared Librarian....4,378.48
GreenBelt Technology Solutions 
LLC, services....................1,008.15
HOVEY'S LAWN AND GARDEN 
LLC, LAWN CARE..........2,500.00
iboss, Inc, SOFTWARE....8,296.05
IMAGINE LEARNING LLC
  curriculum....................21,186.00
INJECTECH DIESEL SERVICE, 
INC, services.......................303.09
IOWA ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL BOARDS
  membership....................3,263.00
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HU-
MAN SERVICES
  medicaid............................989.84
IOWA TESTING PROGRAMS
  supplies...........................2,202.55
Iowa Water Management Compa-
ny, boiler service.................235.50
IXL Learning
  membership....................9,987.50
JAYMAR BUSINESS FORMS, 
INC, SUPPLIES..................110.64
Johnson, Alisha 
  Reimb expense................1,523.60
LAKE MILLS CSD
  Open Enrollment..........32,738.17
MANKATO CONTROL SYS-
TEMS, repairs..................2,520.00
MARTIN BROTHERS
  supplies...........................1,080.00
MENARDS, SUPPLIES......127.17
NOLTE, CORNMAN & JOHN-
SON P.C.
  AUDIT SERVICES......10,200.00
NORTHWOOD CHIROPRACTIC 
PC, physical...........................65.00
NORTHWOOD SANITATION
  garbage..............................650.00
Odegaard, Kimberly 
  Tuition Reimb................1,125.11
One Source Background Check 
Company
  background checks..............73.50
PETERSON EXCAVATING & 
DRAINAGE INC.
  services..............................870.00
RelayHub, LLC
  Medicaid Billing..................99.83
RENAISSANCE
  subscription.........................77.70
Rural School Advocates
  membership.......................750.00
SCHILLING SUPPLY COMPA-
NY, supplies.....................4,134.08
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
OF IOWA, fee......................862.00
Steve Weiss Music
  supplies..............................902.86
Sweetwater, supplies.......1,431.74
TRADING POST
  supplies................................58.00
Trane US Inc, repairs......2,658.00
VISA, supplies.....................716.15
Wellmark, insurance........1,084.28
WENGER CORPORATION
  risers...............................4,050.42
WINNEBAGO COOPERATIVE 
TELECOM ASSN
  phone/internet service......853.50
WORTH COUNTY ENGINEER
  diesel/gas...........................900.30

Worth Lumber Company
  supplies................................46.26
IOWA LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
RISK POOL
  Natural Gas..................88,431.96
OLSON INSURANCE
  insurance....................285,434.00
SU Insurance Company
  policy.............................13,495.00
SCHILLING SUPPLY COMPA-
NY, supplies........................192.21
NORTH IOWA AREA COMM. 
COLLEGE
  scholarships....................2,500.00
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, THE 
  scholarships....................7,500.00
Checking Account ID 1.697,901.93
Amazon Capital Services
  SUPPLIES.........................141.24
BRITTAIN, CHARLES 
  official................................185.00
Byrne, Cynthia 
  reimbursement....................47.97
D&D Sales, Inc
  supplies..............................680.00
DECKER SPORTING GOODS
  supplies..............................731.80
Farmers New Ag, LLC
  chemical..........................3,104.94
Fringe and Lace by Brittany
  alterations...........................30.00
IOWA HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC 
ASSOC, fee............................25.00
JJ's Hardware, supplies......108.95
M & M Elite Athletics LLC
  camp...................................650.00
N-K GENERAL FUND
  official................................215.30
NASSP, dues.......................385.00
TROPHIES PLUS, INC.
  supplies..............................518.87
Varsity, uniforms.............4,275.20
VISA, supplies..................1,514.02
Checking Account ID 2..12,613.29
MID-WEST ROOFING COMPA-
NY, Elem Roof..............101,806.35
Fund Number 33..........101,806.35
ACCESS SYSTEMS INC
  copier lease.....................1,346.97
Atura Architecture
  architecture services....10,123.25
BOLAND RECREATION
  supplies...........................5,900.00
eBOARD Solutions, Inc
  softward..........................1,600.00
FES LLC, Web ................2,400.00
FLR Sanders, services.....6,296.94
Fritz, Keith, reimb blinds.1,199.49
Frontline Education
  software........................17,131.53
Gaetzke, Ross, repairs.....5,500.00
Geocomm, services...........1,220.00
IOWA SCHOOL FINANCE IN-
FORMATION
  subscription.......................992.16
NCI North Central International
  Repairs............................4,846.33
Skyline Sales and Marketing
  supplies..............................425.00
Stateline Tuckpointing LLC
  services...........................6,700.00
TimeClock Plus
  time clock system................14.00
Fund Number 36............65,695.67
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY
  MILK.................................176.20
GlacierGrid Inc, services........8.50
JAYMAR BUSINESS FORMS, 
INC, SUPPLIES..................110.63
MARTIN BROTHERS
  Food/supplies..................4,373.36
Checking Account ID 6....4,668.69

Northwood-Kensett School

SECTION 00110 - NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING
Worth County Conserva-

tion - Monarch RV Park Im-
plementation Worth County 
Conservation Board North-
wood, Iowa Public Hearing on 
Proposed Contract Documents 
and Estimated Costs for Re-
pair or Improvement. A pub-
lic hearing will be held by the 
Worth County Conservation 
Board on the proposed con-
tract documents (plans, speci-
fications and form of contract) 
and estimated cost for the im-
provement at its meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on August 11, 2026, 
at 503 1st Avenue North, 
Northwood, Iowa 50459.

PROJECT DESCRIP-
TION: Worth County Con-
servation seeks to install a 
modern RV park in a new 
business subdivision south 
of the Diamond Jo Casino in 
Northwood, Iowa. The project 
will include concrete drive ap-
proaches, campground roads, 
campsites, and amenity pads. 
Each of the 16 campsites will 
have a granular utility band 
featuring a water connection, 
a 50/30/20-amp electrical ped-
estal, and a sanitary sewer 
connection. The project will 
include a pre-manufactured 
shower house, a prefabricated 
shelter with concrete paving, 
and accommodation for an 
owner-provided playground.

At said hearing, the Board 
will consider the plans, spec-
ifications, proposed form of 
contract, and estimated total 
cost for the project, the same 
now being on file in the office 
of the Director, 503 1st Ave-
nue North, Northwood, Iowa 
50459, reference to which is 
made for a more detailed and 
complete description of the 
proposed improvements, and 
at said time and place the said 
Board will also receive and 
consider any objections to said 
plans, specifications, estimate 
of cost, and form of contract 
made by any interested party.
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Miscellaneous
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545

Miscellaneous
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-376-4154
Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-855-954-5087 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a gener-
ator. It’s a power move.

Miscellaneous
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-866-456-3917
Miscellaneous
Does your basement or crawl space need some attention? Call Thrasher 
Foundation Repair! A permanent solution for waterproofing, failing foun-
dations, sinking concrete and nasty crawl spaces. FREE Inspection & 
Same Day Estimate. $250 off ANY project with code GET250. Call 1-866-
554-1730

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Classified Display 50 Words or less $15; 

10¢ a word after 50  
(Minimum charge $15)

$6.80 per column inch; $1.50 Billing 
Charge; Phone 324-1051 

or by Deadline Noon on Fridays

POSITION OPENING
The City of Lake Mills is 

accepting applications for 
certified Journeyman Lineman 

The line crew is responsible for the construction and main-
tenance of the overhead and underground distribution, as 
well as assist in the generation plant as needed. Applicants 
must have or be able to obtain a Class B CDL within 6 
months, CPR Certified preferred, and able to work week-
end rotation. Pre-employment drug test and background 
check are required. Salary range is $35-$42, dependent 
upon qualifications and experience. Benefit package in-
cluding insurance, retirement, paid leave, and holidays.

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 
A job description and application may be picked up at the 

Lake Mills City Hall
200 N. 1st Ave W., Lake Mills, IA

or the website at www.lakemillsiowa.gov 
Please call 641-592-3251 with questions.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

See Our Inventory at findcars.com 
507-448-3302

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

2025 Chevy Blazer 2LT AWD, 24k....................$29,900
2022 Ford Edge SEL AWD, 60k........................$20,900
2019 RAM 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, 86k.................$27,900
2019 Toyota RAV4 XLE, 119k...........................$18,900
2018 Chrysler Pacifica LTD, 93k......................$17,900
2018 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L, 87k............$17,900
2017 Buick Lacrosse Essence, 50k................$20,900
2017 RAM 1500 Big Horn, 112k.......................$18,900
2017 Chrysler Pacifica Touring-L, 78k............$16,900
2017 Buick Encore Preferred II AWD, 76k......$12,900
2015 Chrysler Town & Country, 104k..............$12,900
2014 Buick Encore Leather AWD, 91k............$10,900
2013 Chevy Impala LTZ, 122k............................$8,995
2012 Toyota RAV4 AWD, 108k.........................$12,900
2011 Buick Regal CXL, 99k................................$8,995
2009 Lexus RX350 AWD, 103k......................... $11,900
2008 Lexus RX350 AWD, 96k...........................$12,900
2008 Honda CRV EX-L AWD, 113k................... $11,900
2008 Honda Odyssey EXL, 119k......................$10,900
2004 Honda Helix CN250, 8,900 miles..............$2,995

HELP WANTED
Secretary 

Typing proficiency/accuracy, computer skills 
& knowledge of Microsoft Word necessary. 

Flexible schedule and hours. 
If interested contact Krull Law Office 

641-324-1981

Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (515) 528-7996
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (515) 528-7996

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Kirby Knudtson

641-324-9988

804 8th St. N., Northwood

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

Cory Marsh

July 27, 2026
Thirty-first Day

The Worth County Board of 
Supervisors met pursuant to ad-
journment with Enos Loberg, 
Mark Smeby and A.J. Stone, pres-
ent.  All members voting “AYE” 
unless noted.  

Meeting called to order by 
Loberg, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve today’s agenda and July 
20, 2026 minutes.  Motion carried.               

Motion Smeby/Second Stone 
to approve work order for DD 11 
Main F submitted by Ron David-
son.  Motion carried.  Board mem-
ber will contact Popp Excavating.  

Motion Stone/Second Smeby 
to approve claims in the amount 
of $719,115.49 per the following 
schedule.  Motion carried.  
Agvantage Fs Inc
  Fuel-Eng......................... 6,342.26 
Albert Lea Seed House Inc
  Supplies-Con..................... 125.00 
Alliant Energy
  Service-Gsr..................... 9,181.53 
Astrup Drug, Inc.
  Supplies-Shf........................ 10.00 
Austin Office Products
  Supplies-Shf........................ 34.66 
Bauer Built Tire Inc
  Supplies-Eng...............  10,045.27 
Black Hills Energy Inc
  Service-Eng........................  87.32 
Bmc Aggregates Llc
  Rock-Eng........................ 1,284.12 
Brush Point Cemetery Assn
  Service-Vaf........................ 630.00 
C J Cooper & Associates Inc
  Service-Eng......................... 55.00 
Callie Flattum, Edu-Trs....... 31.90 
Centurylink, Service-911...... 33.95 
Cindy Thompson, Reimb-Asr.34.16 
City Of Kensett
  Service-Eng......................... 34.27 
Core & Main Lp
  Supplies-Eng..................... 188.11 
Corwyn Lee Pulju
  Service-Eng......................  600.00 
Crazy Clean
  Service-Gsr..................... 3,675.00 
Cresco Building Services, Inc.
  Service-Cap................. 127,261.09 
Crisis Intervention Service
  Fy27 Appro-Org.............. 1,000.00 
Crysteel Truck Equipment Inc
  Supplies-Eng.................. 1,984.70 
Dana Young, Service-Mex.. 330.00 
Diamond Mowers Inc
  Parts-Eng........................ 1,978.33 
Eilertson Repair
  Supplies-Con..................... 135.49 
Elderbridge Agency On Aging
  Fy27 Appro-Org.............. 3,559.00 
Eurofins Test America
  mService-San..................... 492.00 
Falkstone Llc
  Rock-Eng...................... 75,940.59 
Fallgatter's Market Inc
  Supplies-Phd....................  208.38 

Fertile Public Library/City Of 
Fertile, Fy27 Appro-Lib.11,000.00 
Forest City Ford, Inc
  Service-Shf........................... 78.75 
Forest City Veterinary Clinic, Llc
  Service-Shf........................... 40.11 
Galls, Llc, Supplies-Shf...... 161.49 
Grafton Public Library/City Of 
Grafton, Fy27 Appro-Lib.11,000.00 
Healthy Harvest Of No Ia
  Fy27 Appro-Org................. 980.50 
Heartland Business Systems, Llc
  Service-Dap......................... 26.40 
Hovey's Lawn & Garden
  Service-Con..................... 2,325.00 
I35/105 Welcome Center Inc.
  Fy27 Appro-Org.............. 5,625.00 
Ia Prison Industries
  Supplies-Eng.................. 1,400.60 
Iceoo, Edu-Eng.................... 275.00 
Iowa Communications Network
  Service-Dap....................... 825.00 
Ip Pathways
  Service-Dap.................. 38,773.63 
Iscta, Edu-Trs........................ 72.00 
Jj's Hardware
  Supplies-Eng..................... 235.34 
John Deere Financial
  Supplies............................. 704.76 
Joice Public Library/City Of Joice
  Fy27 Appro-Lib............ 11,000.00 
Kaseya Us Llc
  Service-Dap.................... 1,804.44 
Kensett Public Library/City Of 
Kensett, Fy27 Appro-Lib...............
11,000.00 
Kinney Memorial Library/City Of 
Hanlontown
  Fy27 Appro-Lib............ 11,000.00 
Kirschbaum Elec & Plumbing
  Supplies-Con..................... 124.44 
Larsen Plumbing & Heating Inc
  Service-Gsr........................ 793.02 
Lawson Products Inc
  Supplies-Eng..................... 100.65 
Lexipol, Llc, Service-Shf.11,334.35 
London Deer Creek Cemetery
  Service-Vaf........................ 204.00 
Madsen Construction
  Service-Cap................. 126,295.40 
Manly Congregate Meals Budget
  Fy27 Appro-Org................. 787.50 
Manly Junction Railroad Muse-
um, Inc.
  Fy27 Appro-Org.............. 1,875.00 
Manly Public Library/City Of 
Manly, Fy27 Appro-Lib.. 11,000.00 
Manly Senior Citizens Inc
  Fy27 Appro-Org................. 863.00 
Mayo Clinic, Service-Shf......... 9.00 
Mediacom, Service-Gsr....... 294.90 
Metal Culverts Inc
  Supplies-Eng................ 20,984.36 
Mike Bode, Safety-Eng....... 204.99 
Missy Dagestad, Edu-Trs..... 31.90 
Niacog, Service-Tra........ 19,964.76 
Ncrerc, Service-Dis/Ema.. 6,103.26 
North Iowa Broadcasting Inc
  Service-Phd........................ 594.00 
Northland Securities Inc
  Service-End & Cap............ 550.00 
Northwood Anchor Inc
  Service-Trs.....................  1,512.80 

Northwood Meals On Wheels
  Fy27 Appro-Org................. 787.50 
Northwood Public Library/City Of 
Northwood
  Fy27 Appro-Lib............ 11,000.00 
Northwood Senior Center Inc
  Fy27 Appro-Org................. 863.00 
Nsb Bank, Service-Dap....... 238.20 
Pathology Assoc Of Mason City
  Service-Mex.................... 1,800.00 
Peterson Excavating & Drainage 
Inc, Service-Wwt.............. 2,515.00 
Plunkett's Pest Control Inc
  Service-Gsr.......................... 54.08 
Regan Witt, Service-San..... 500.00 
Silver Lake Cemetery
  Service-Vaf........................ 516.00 
Sion Lutheran Church
  Service-Vaf........................ 216.00 
Soil & Water Conservation Dist
  Fy27 Appro-Org................. 750.00 
State Hygienic Laboratory
  Service-Con.......................... 31.00 
Stateline Cemetery
  Service-Vaf........................ 258.00 
Trading Post
  Service-Eng.................... 1,818.44 
Treadmark
  Service-Con........................ 480.00 
Truck Center Companies
  Parts-Eng........................ 2,135.68 
Tyler Technologies Inc
  Service-Dap.................. 69,451.89 
Verizon Wireless
  Service-It/Gis & Eng......... 193.93 
Vestis, Service-Eng..............  37.30 
Visa, Service-Shf.............. 7,356.89 
Wageworks, Inc.
  Service-Ndp......................... 71.10 
Waste Management Of Iowa Inc
  Service-Sdp..................... 2,650.00 
Watson & Ryan, Plc
  Service-Asr..................... 7,859.41 
Whks & Co
  Service-Eng.................... 6,399.00 
Willson & Pechacek P.L.C.
  Service-Asr........................ 624.00 
Winn-Worth Betco
  Fy27 1st Qtr-Org.......... 11,549.25 
Worth County Extension
  Fy27 Appro-Org............ 15,000.00 
Worth County Fair

  Fy27 Appro-Org............ 13,250.00 
Ziegler Inc, Supplies-Eng.3,472.34 
Grand Total.................. 719,115.49 

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve the destruction of claims 
and warrants through June 30, 
2022.  Motion carried.    

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
approve Resolution 2026-24 Ap-
proving Treasurer’s First Deputy 
Appointment.  Roll call:  AYES – 
Smeby, Stone and Loberg.  Motion 
carried.  (Full text available in au-
ditor’s office).  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
accept the Recorder’s Resignation 
effective September 30, 2026.  Mo-
tion carried.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
approve the purchase of commer-
cial parking stops for the public 
health building at a cost not to ex-
ceed $2,500 plus freight.  Motion 
carried.  

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
approve the hiring of a temporary 
part-time employee in the audi-
tor’s office from August/September 
2026-November 2026.  Motion car-
ried.   

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
adjourn at 8:58 A.M.  Motion car-
ried.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Enos Loberg, Chairperson 

Supervisors

THE IOWA DISTRICT 
COURT FOR WORTH 

COUNTY
CASE NO. ESPR009520

NOTICE OF 
APPOINTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATORS 

AND NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF CRAIG E ZIPSE, 
Deceased

To All Persons Interest-
ed in the Estate of Craig E. 
Zipse, Deceased, who died on 

or about 5/26/2026:
You are hereby notified 

that on July 30, 2026, the un-
dersigned were appointed ad-
ministrators of the estate.

Notice is hereby given that 
all persons indebted to the 
estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate 
shall file them with the clerk 
of the above-named district 
court, as provided by law, duly 
authenticated, for allowance, 

and unless so filed by the later 
to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publica-
tion of this notice or one month 
from the date of the mailing of 
this notice (unless otherwise 
allowed or paid) a claim is 
thereafter forever barred.

Dated on August 5, 2026.

Amanda Bewly 
and Logan Zipse,

Co-Administrators 
of the Estate
P.O. Box 167

Northwood, IA 50459

Jeffrey H Greve, ICIS#: 16967
Attorney for 
the Administrator
Greve Law Office
736 Central Avenue
PO Box 167
Northwood, IA 50459

Date of second publication 
the 12th day of August, 2026.
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The Council of the City of 
Northwood met in regular session 
at City Hall on July 27, 2026 at 
6:00 pm with Mayor Moehle pre-
siding and the following council 
members present:

George-Zenz, Bode, Schreiber, 
Reeder. Absent: Peterson.

Motion to approve the agenda. 
Unam.

Motion to approve the following 
under Consent Agenda: Meeting 

Minutes of July 13, 2026. Unam.
Motion to deny David & Pame-

la Elliott written consent to have 
livestock due to not having two 
acres of land and livestock is not in 
compliance with the City’s zoning 
regulations. Unam.

Motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2607-12 Approving Naming 
Depositories. Unam.

Motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2607-13 Approving the Invest-

ment Policy. Unam.
Motion to approve Resolution 

No. 2607-14 Approving the Credit 
Card Policy. Unam.

Motion to approve Resolution 
No. 2607-15 Approving Heartland 
Asphalt Payment of $334,846.00 
for street asphalt overlay. Unam.

Motion to adjourn. Unam.
Doug Moehle, Mayor

Amber Julseth
City Administrator/Clerk

City Council

Talking turkey-ish
The Welcome to Northwood sign located on the west entrance 
to the city was once again the scene of a somewhat forebod-
ing sight. It appears that the sign is a favored spot for this 
flock of turkey vultures, who have been seen there several 
times in this and recent years.
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Online or In-Person 
Registration 
Online - www.nkvikings.com  

then logging into JMC Family portal

In-Person Both school locations

Wednesday, Aug. 11 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Northwood-Kensett Community Schools
New Cub Cadet CC30H

10.5 HP/344cc Briggs 
& Stratton engine, 
Hydro Drive Trans.

New Cub Cadet 
ZT1-42 S

Zero Turn with Steering Wheel 

New Cub Cadet ZT3-60

Demo Cub Cadet 
Pro 560L New Gravely 60HD

Cub Cadet Pro 960
Zero Turn with Steering Wheel

$4,099

$9,500 $14,500
$6,999

1 MAPLE ST. • KENSETT, IA 50448 • 641-845-2199

Amazing Summer Sales

D&L EQUIPMENT

$5,500$2,199

WORTH COUNTY FAIR OPEN CLASS FLOWER SHOW

CAROLYN REEDER
Designers Choice Award

JULIE ROBB
Award of Distinction

KAREN DAVIDSON
Tri-Color Award, Award Design Ex-
cellence, Nancy Reyerson Award

TIANNA CHARLSON
Petite Award, Novice Award

MARY LOW
Table Artistry, Designer Sweep-
stakes Award, Award of Merit 

(Bulbs, Corms, Tubers & Rhizones), 
Award of Merit (Roses), Botanical 

Arts Award JEAN HUBETZ
Arboreal Award

TERESA COOPER
Collectors Showcase Award (Col-
lections), Collectors Showcase 

Award (Displays), Award of Merit 
(Hostas)

PENNY ROBB
Growers Choice Award (Combina-

tions Planting), Growers Award 
(Herbs in Containers), Award of 
Merit (Herbs in Water), Award of 
Merit (Perennials), Horticulture 

Sweepstakes (Most Blue and Red 
Ribbons)

LOUISE PHILIPP
Container Grown Plants, Award 

of Horticulture, Millie Bottleman 
Award

EUGENE 
KES

Award of 
Merit 
(Fruit)

RAMONA SCHIPUL
Award of Merit (Vegetables)

TAMMY CHARLSON
Award of Merit (Annuals)

RIKI MICKELSON
Botanical Arts Design Award, 

Peoples Choice Award

WORTH COUNTY OPEN CLASS 
FLOWER SHOW YOUTH

TINNLEY MICKELSON (Left)
Youth Botanical Arts Horticulture Award (Age 
8-12), Youth Design Top Exhibitor Award (8-

12), Overall Top Exhibitor (Age 8-12)

TREALYN MICKELSON (Left)
Youth Design Top Exhibitor Award (Age 8-12)

LANE ROBB
Youth Botanical Arts Horticulture Award 
(Age Pre-K-7 Years), Overall Top Exhibitor 

Award (Age Pre-K-7 Years)

RYKER MICKELSON
Youth Design Top Exhibitor Award 

(Age Pre-K-7 Years)

LAYLA SCARLETT
Youth Botanical Arts Horticulture 
Award (13-18), Youth Design Top 

Exhibitor Award (Age 13-18), Youth 
Horticulture Top Exhibitor Award 
(Age 13-18), Overall Top Exhibitor 

(13-18)

Flippin’ Flamingo 
Cancer Golf event
The Flippin’ Flamingo Breast Cacner Awareness 
Golf Tournament was held on July 25. With 41 
teams taking part, the event was once again held 
to raise funds for area families 
undergoing cancer treatments. The 
event included the tournament, 
raffle and a costume contest. Seen 
here are some of the teams with 
their costumes on the day.
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