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The Week’s
WEATHER

From
National Weather Service

information
Date	 Hi	       Lo	 Prec.
Mon. Oct. 12	 90	 59		
Tues. Oct. 13	 90	 54	
Wed. Oct. 14	 68	 48		
Thurs. Oct. 15	 69	 48	 0.06
Fri. Oct. 16	 55	 44	 1.10
Sat. Oct. 17	 53	 31	 0.08
Sun. Oct. 18	 60	 31		

Grafton hosts 
trick/treating 
Saturday

Grafton will host a 
Trick or Treat event this 
Sunday, October 25.

 The event begins with 
trunk or treat on Main 
Street, with people deco-
rating the trunk of their 
vehicles and offering a 
treat for visitors. This will 
be held from 4-6 p.m.

The Reptile Zoo will 
also be at the Grafton 
Heritage Depot at the 
same time.

Citywide trick or treat-
ing will be held that night 
from 5-7 p.m.

N-K FFA hosts 
trunk or treat 
Oct. 30

Northwood-Kensett’s 
FFA chapter will host a 
Halloween Trunk or Treat 
event on Friday, October 
30, at 6 p.m.

Vehicles with decorated 
trunks will be in the N-K 
High School parking lot. 
Young people are invited 
to visit to trick or treat at 
the vehicles.

FFA students will have 
Halloween activities and 
prizes and hand out candy.

A hearing was held at 
the October 12 Worth 
County supervisors meet-
ing, with the public getting 
a chance to weigh in on 
plans to borrow up to $6 
million for the construction 
of a new administration 
office building.

The project would build a 
new facility for County 
offices currently located in 
the courthouse, as well as 
the treasurer’s office.

The administration 
building is planned to be 
built on the northeast cor-
ner of the courthouse prop-
erty, from the open yard 
area, to the area currently 
occupied by the garages and 
engineer ing /secondary 
roads office structure in the 
courthouse parking lot. 
Those offices are being relo-
cated to the new shared 
building located east of the 
railroad tracks in 

Northwood.
A public hearing was set 

for the October 12 meeting, 
as the supervisors plan to 
borrow up to $6 million to 
pay for the new building. 
The hearing allowed the 
public to ask questions or 
make comments about the 
financing or the project.

Don Anderson, of 
Northwood, shared con-
cerns about the buildings 
that would be left empty 

after county offices relocate 
to the new structure.

Anderson shared his 
opposition to leaving the 
courthouse offices empty. 
He said that the County 
needs to save the court-
house, no matter the cost, 
calling it a cornerstone of 
the Northwood community.

Anderson said that he 
had heard that there were 
no plans to demolish the 
courthouse at this time, but 

that he knew there would 
be a big push back from the 
community if it is ever dis-
cussed.

Anderson said that while 
it may not be the plan to 
demolish the courthouse 
now, he questioned if that 
would be the same decision 
later if there are no county 
offices in the building and it 
gets increasingly costly to 
maintain.

Anderson shared his 

opposition to the new build-
ing, asking the supervisors 
to consider spending the 
money to maintain the 
courthouse and keep the 
county offices there instead.

Supervisor AJ Stone said 
that the courthouse will not 
be left empty. While the 
county offices of the audi-
tor, assessor and recorder, 
as well as IT and supervisor 
meeting rooms will be 

Supervisors, see Page 2

Supervisors hear from public about new administration building project

Absentee 
voting 
underway

Absentee voting is 
underway for the 
November 3 general 
election, with county, 
state and national offic-
es on ballots.

In person absentee 
voting at the Worth 
County auditor’s office 
is currently underway. 
The deadline to request 
and vote an absentee 
ballot in person at the 
auditor’s office is 
Monday, November 2.

The general election 
will be held on Tuesday, 
November 3, with polls 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

County offices and 
candidates appearing 
on ballots will include 
District 1 Supervisor, 
Republican Marena 
Henkle and Amy 
Jorgensen; District 3 
supervisor, Republican 
Mike Hanson; treasur-
Absentee, see Page 2

The Relay For Life of 
Worth County will hold its 
annual Boos, Booze & Bingo 
event on Halloween, 
Saturday, October 31, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Nordic Lanes in Northwood. 

The event will include 

games of bingo with cash 
and other special donated 
prizes; as well as a bloody 
Mary bar, bake sale, cos-
tume contest, raffle, burger 
or chicken strip baskets and 
silent auction.

Those that have dona-

tions for prizes or auction 
items may contact Kris 
Woltzen at Olson Insurance. 

Funds raised support the 
Relay For Life of Worth 
County.

Relay hosts Halloween Boos, Booze & Bingo 

The City of Northwood is 
asking residents to avoid 
burning leaves and use 
alternative options offered 
by the City.

In an effort to show con-
cern for residents with 
respiratory or heart diffi-
culties, the City is asking 
people in Northwood to 
refrain from burning leaves.

Instead, the City offers 
two other options.

The City will once again 
pick up leaves with its 
baler. All leaves must be 
placed on the hard surface 
of the roads.

Piles should be raked 

into rows no more that four 
feet wide and three feet 
high.

Only leaves and grass 
will be collected.

Leaves will not be picked 
up in alleys.

Residents of Northwood 
may also haul leaves to the 
dump site on Nettle Avenue 
seven days a week.

Northwood residents 
asked to use leaf  
burning alternatives

Activities set for 
Halloween in Northwood 
include a parade and a cos-
tume contest for kids, before 
the trick and treating 
begins.

Trick or treating begins 
in Northwood at the 
Lutheran Retirement Home 
and Northwood Pines 
Assisted Living, from 4:40-
5:30 p.m.

The Northwood Area 
Chamber of Commerce will 
once again sponsor the 
annual Halloween parade 
and costume contest for 
children up to 10 years old.

The parade begins at the 
City Hall parking lot at 5 
p.m. on Halloween, 
Saturday, October 31. 

The costumed kids, and 

their accompanying adults, 
costumed or otherwise, will 
parade to the basketball 
courts in Central Park.

At the park, a costume 
contest will be held, with 
prizes going to the top three 
winners in three age groups, 
children three and under, 
4-6 and 7-10.

All kids under the age of 
10 taking part will receive a 
bag of candy, while supplies 
last.

Following the parade, 
from 5-8 p.m., children will 
be trick or treating through-
out Northwood.

Those handing out candy 
are asked to turn on their 
porch lights to signal that 
they are welcoming trick or 
treaters.

Halloween parade, costume 
contest in Northwood

This past weekend, 
there were several reports 
of items stolen from 
unlocked cars in 
Northwood.

According to informa-
tion shared on social 
media, a suspect 
described as a while male 
dressed all in black, with 
a shoulder strap bag, was 
seen on door and security 
cameras at several prop-
erties. The man was 

caught on camera check-
ing car door handles and 
taking cash, change and 
items from unlocked vehi-
cles. He reportedly did 
not have any tools to 
break into the cars.

Those that had their 
cars rummage through, 
items stolen or who may 
have footage of the sus-
pect are asked to call the 
Worth County Sheriff’s 
Office at 641-324-2481.

A school spirit
With Halloween on the way, a 
unique lawn decoration can 
once again be found at the 
home of cheerleading coach 
Cindy Byrne. This year’s skel-
etal cheerleader recreates 
the airborne acrobatics of N-K 
cheer alum Kennedy Eskild-
sen, class of 2020.

Fall foliage
With fall in full swing, trees throughout the area have had their 
leaves become much more colorful, before they live up to the 
name of the season.



er, Republican Jake Hanson; 
recorder, Republican Jolene 
Hickle; and attorney, 
Democrat Dexter Banks 
and Republican Jeffrey 
Greve.

Winnebago County offic-
es appearing on ballots 
included Supervisor for 
District 1, Republican Terry 
Durby; District 3 supervi-
sor, Republican Brent 
Swenson; county treasurer, 
Republican Julie Swenson; 
county recorder, Shanna 
Eastvold; and attorney, 
Kelsey Beenken.

Other county offices 
appearing on ballots will 
include Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
Commissioner seats and 
positions on County 
Agricultural Extension 
Councils, as well as various 
township trustees and 
clerks.

State offices appearing 
on ballots include House 
District 30 in Worth, with 
Democrat Alexander 
Schmidt and Republican 
Dani Ollenburg on ballots.

State offices representing 
Winnebago County on bal-
lots include District 5 
Senator, Republican Dave 
Rowley and Rachel Gravert; 
and House District 9, 
Republican Henry Stone.

Other state offices on bal-
lots will include Governor/
Lt. Governor, Democrats 
Rob Sand/Dave Muhlbauer 
and Republicans Zach Lahn/
Derek Wulf; Secretary of 
State, Republican Paul D. 

Pate and Democrat Ryan 
Peterman; Auditor of State, 
Republican Chris Cournoyer 
and Democrat Taylor 
Wettach; Treasurer of State, 
Republican Roby Smith and 
Democrat John Norwood; 
Secretary of Agriculture, 
Republican Mike Naig and 
Democrat Chris Jones; and 
Attorney General, 
Republican Brenna Bird 
and Democrat Nate 
Willems.

An amendment to Iowa’s 
constitution will also appear 
on ballots. The amendment 
would increase the 
Congressional approval 
needed to increase income 
taxes by the State. If 
approved, income tax rates 
could only be increased if 
approved by a 2/3 majority 
in the Iowa House and the 
Iowa Senate.

Federal offices appearing 
on ballots statewide will 
include U.S. Senator, with 
Republican Ashley Hinson, 
Democratic Josh Turek and 
Libertarian Thomas Laehn 
on ballots.

In Worth County, voters 
will choose District 2 U.S. 
Representative, with 
Democrat Lindsay James, 
Republican Joe Mitchell, 
Libertarian Rick Stewart 
and Dave Bushaw appear-
ing on ballots.

In Winnebago County, 
voters will choose the 
District 4 U.S. 
Representative, between 
Republican Chris McGowan 
and Democrat Dave 

Dawson.
More information on 

Worth County elections can 
be found at the Worth 
County Auditor’s office or 
online at elections.worth-
countyiowa.gov.

More information on 
Winnebago County elec-
tions can be found online at 
www.winnebagocountyio-
wa.gov/auditor/elections.
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Any Single Topping Pizza 
for $14.99 in Kensett 

12 pc. Chicken + 1 Order 
of Wedges $24.95 

in Northwood

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.”

641-845-2033

We carry Premium 91 Octane Gas

Store open 7 days a week!
until 9 p.m.

Genuine Broaster Chicken 
available at Kensett & 
Northwood Locations

In Northwood
641-323-7555

October SPECIALS

Extension 
hosts seed art 
November 1

Worth County Extension 
will host an artistic oppor-
tunity on Sunday, 
November 1, with a seed 
art workshop for adults.

Those taking part will 
create artwork using color-
ful seeds, grains and other 
natural materials.

Seeds, foam board, 
cardstock paper, tweezers, 
glue, etc., will be provided. 
People interested may also 
bring other supplies or 
backdrops to use.

The seed art activity 
will be held at 1206 Third 
Avenue North in 
Northwood, from 1-3 p.m. 
on Sunday, November 1.

Those planning to 
attend are asked to RVSP 
by calling 641-324-1531 or 
emailing kenesk@iastate.
edu.

moved to the new building, 
Worth County is still 
required to provide spaces 
for court services, and those 
will remain in the court-
house. Stone also said that 
there are no plans to relo-
cate the sheriff’s office from 
its spot in the existing court-
house.

Stone said that they are 
looking at a new building to 
accommodate the lack of 
space for the county offices 
in the courthouse, and to 
consolidate the offices that 
most frequently serve coun-
ty residents directly.

Supervisor Enos Loberg 
noted that the entire top of 
the courthouse will remain 
in use by the court system.

However, Loberg said, 
there is not enough space for 
the remaining offices, and no 
good public meeting space 
for supervisors or other pub-
lic meetings. He noted that 
when there is something 
that brings the public to a 
supervisors meeting, they 
are often left in a full room, 
standing in the nearby hall-
way or even the steps out-
side. The new building would 
have a meeting space for up 
to 50 people.

Loberg also noted the lim-
ited space for the IT equip-
ment as is, in a courthouse 
that was not built with that 
kind of equipment in mind.

Supervisor Mark Smeby 
said that remodeling the 
courthouse to meet the needs 
of the county offices would 
cost more than $6 million. 
He said that they believe the 

new building is the best 
option, and hopefully would 
be more efficient than the 
alternatives.

With the treasurer’s office 
relocating, the supervisors 
said that the plan is to sell 
that building, with the hopes 
that someone will bring a 
new business to the space. 
Loberg also noted plans to 
sell the property on 13th 
Street South, currently used 
by the secondary roads 
department. Loberg noted 
that the County does not pay 
taxes, so selling the proper-
ties would generate more 
taxes for the City of 
Northwood.

The supervisors asked if 
there would be a vote on the 
proposed spending.

Supervisor Mark Smeby 
said that the County is not 
using any debt service or 
raising property taxes in a 
way that would require a 
vote.

Asked if they could put it 
up to a vote, the supervisors 
suggested that they could, 
but noted it would require a 
special election, and the 
expense of doing so.

Stone said that the super-
visors had no plans to tear 
the courthouse down. 

Anderson noted his con-
cern that may not always be 
the opinion of other supervi-
sors in the future.

The supervisors were also 
asked if the jail would need 
to be updated.

Loberg said that it has 
needed to be updated for 
many years, and that is part 

of the reason that Worth 
County reached an agree-
ment with Mitchell County 
to house prisoners. 

Loberg said that the jail 
renovations would be costly 
to make it eligible to house 
inmates again. He noted 
new doors and locks, plumb-
ing, new ways to separate 
male and female inmates 
amongst the renovations 
that would be needed.

Smeby suggested that 
bringing the jail into compli-
ance wouldn’t be possible 
without spending as much 
as $1 million. He said that 
talk at the State level of con-
solidating services puts into 
question the value of spend-
ing that kind of money.

The supervisors also said 
that the arrangement with 
Mitchell County is working 
well and is less costly for the 
County.

Following the hearing, 
the supervisors approved a 
resolution to begin the pro-
cess of seeking bonds for the 
administration project.

The County has discussed 
plans to borrow against 
future property tax valua-
tion increases on newer wind 
turbines in the county, in a 
process of TIF (tax incre-
ment financing).

If the supervisors ulti-
mately approve the funding 
and the project by October or 
November, the current con-
struction schedule would 
have the new administration 
building complete in May 
2028.

St. Ansgar and 
N o r t h w o o d - K e n s e t t 
schools recently welcomed 
some visitors from over-
seas as a part of a unique 
exchange program.

As a part of the German 
American Partnership 
Program (GAPP), students 
and staff at American and 
German schools welcome 
their counterparts for edu-
cational and cultural 
exchanges.

Over the course of a lit-
tle over two weeks, 10 stu-
dents, two faculty mem-
bers and principal Jürgen 
Boy visited North Iowa 
from Oldenburg, Germany.

St. Ansgar has taken 
part in the GAPP exchang-
es in the past, but for 
superintendent Tony 
Hiatt, in his second year 
as the superintendent of 
St. Ansgar and Northwood-
Kensett schools, this is his 
first year taking part.

This year, Jürgen  said 
that he was excited when 
his colleague found St. 
Ansgar for the exchange 
program.

Their trip began with 
sightseeing in South 
Dakota, taking in destina-
tions like Mount Rushmore 
before traveling to North 
Iowa.

While in this area, the 
students stayed with other 
students and their fami-
lies, teachers stayed with 
other teachers and Jürgen  
stayed with Hiatt.

The students took part 
in classes, while the adults 
shadowed and learned 
from their counterparts.

For Jürgen, that includ-
ed the chance to visit both 
St. Ansgar and N-K 
schools.

Jürgen  learned more 
about Hiatt’s job as a 
superintendent, but also 
spent time with N-K’s 
principals, Brian Costello 
and Keith Fritz, learning 
about how their jobs com-
pared to his role in 
Germany.

“It’s all a part of getting 
to know the American way 
of life, and learning about 
each other,” Jürgen  said. 
“And fortunately, we’ve 
found that everyone in this 
area of the U.S. is very 
kind and very friendly. 
Tony has been a great host 
and the kids and my col-
leagues have said the same 
about the families they’ve 
been staying with.”

Jürgen  said that while 
the whole system of admin-
istration, school boards 
and personnel is a bit dif-
ferent between the coun-
tries, the kids are pretty 
much the same, with the 
same opportunities and 
challenges in classrooms 
in each country. 

“Kids behave the same 
and have the same prob-
lems. But it’s in a different 
atmosphere. It’s much 
calmer and quieter in 
America.”

Jürgen  said some of 
that comes down to the 
school and community’s 
involvement and support 
of extracurriculars. 

“Schools here have more 
school spirit and team 

spirit, and it extends into 
the community. There’s 
less of that in Germany. I 
would like to see more of 
that back home.”

Sports back home, 
Jürgen  said, are not as 
dominant and not as much 
a part of school life. Young 
people do have the oppor-
tunities, with sports for 
his students including soc-
cer and ice hockey, as well 
as basketball. However, 
they would only have about 
90 minutes in their week 
for sports activities.

There is even some sup-
port for American football, 
with leagues that have 
developed from Americans 
stationed nearby.

Another difference is 
technology. At the North 
Iowa schools, each student 
has access to laptops and 
computers and that is 
highly integrated into 
learning.

Jürgen said that is just 
getting started in 
Germany. He said that he 
can see the good and bad of 
that, noting the benefits of 
the learning resources, but 
also the downsides that 
can come with access to 
the internet and social 
media, particularly for 
young people.

At N-K, Jürgen  enjoyed 
some unique activities. He 
saw how involved the ag 
industry is in the commu-
nity and in the schools. He 
donned the suits and took 
part in beekeeping with ag 
teacher Christian Miller. 
He toured and learned 
more about the Ramsey 
Nature Center. He learned 
about how different school 
security is in Iowa, and 
about the unique way that 
casino revenue has gone 
towards school improve-
ments.

And Jürgen  learned 
about how local volunteers 
fight fires and respond to 
medical emergencies, as 
the Northwood Fire & 
EMS department visited 
classrooms and then gave 
him and the kindgarten 
students a ride to the sta-
tion for tours of their 
building and vehicles.

For the visiting German 
students, one difference 
has been particularly 
appreciated.

“The students have real-
ly liked the differences in 
the lunchroom. They love 

the food they have eaten 
here, with hamburgers 
and fries at lunch. German 
school meals are much 
more healthy and organic.”

Jürgen  has also appre-
ciated the culinary options, 
whether that be Italian 
and Bavarian meals pre-
pared in the host homes, 
or visits to favorite local 
restaurants, for American 
and Mexican food favor-
ites.

Outside of the class-
room, Jürgen  said that 
things are pretty similar. 
In the part of Germany he 
comes from, the climate is 
similar and the landscape 
features corn and wind 
turbines throughout the 
rural areas.

As for the big differenc-
es, Jürgen  said that things 
are more expensive back in 
his home. “Americans 
right now have been 
talking about high gas 
prices, but gas is much 
more expensive in 
Germany.”

The students and adults 
from Germany have not 
only taken part in school 
activities, but have enjoyed 
American and North Iowa 
events that they don’t have 
back home.

That has included visits 
to the Surf Ballroom, to 
orchards, to the Harvest 
Fest and driving around to 
see the sites in the district.

Both Hiatt and Jürgen  
said that they have appre-
ciated the exchange and 
see the benefits, hoping to 
continue. However, St. 
Ansgar’s German language 
program is coming to an 
end and that may mean 
future exchanges could 
end too.

“We’re hoping that we 
can find a way to keep 
being involved in the 
GAPP exchanges. We see 
the value here. It’s more 
than the language. 
Everyone involved gets so 
much from the cultural 
exchange,” Hiatt said. 

“We get so much from 
building relationships and 
respect for each other’s 
cultures and how we’re the 
same and how we’re differ-
ent. This is the simplest 
and yet the most profound 
way to learn about other 
places and people, by mak-
ing friendships and memo-
ries that will last longer 
than just 2 1/2 weeks.”

Local schools take part in 
German exchange program
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Base in place
One of Northwood’s downtown landmarks has been removed 
for some time. The L.T. Dillon clock has been a fixture since 
1905, named for jeweler and bandleader L.T. Dillon. The clock 
had stopped keeping time and needed some aesthetic repairs. 
The restoration project will include new hands, refurbished 
exterior elements and repairs to get the clock working again. 
Part of the clock was recently reinstalled, with a repainted 
base and a sign designating its historic significance.

More than 11,000 stu-
dents cast ballots in the 
2026 Iowa Youth Straw 
Poll, Iowa Secretary of State 
Paul Pate has announced. 

The Iowa Youth Straw 
Poll provides Iowa students 
in grades K-12 with hands-
on experience in participat-
ing in the elections process. 
The mock election process 
took place statewide across 
nearly 100 schools. 

“We’ve seen research 
that shows early education 
on civic processes and elec-
tions instills lifelong habits 
of civic engagement,” said 
Pate. “This is one of several 
initiatives to encourage 
Iowa’s students to be civ-
ic-minded citizens. In the 

past, we’ve found the results 
of the straw poll closely mir-
ror official results, a clear 
indicator that parents are 
talking to their students 
about elections in the eve-
nings over the dinner table.”

The 94 participating 
schools reported that 11,671 
students took part in this 
year’s mock election, cast-
ing their votes for their pre-
ferred candidates for the 
U.S. Senate, U.S. House, 
and Governor. The Iowa 
Gubernatorial race proved 
to be the closest, with a dif-
ference of just 23 votes. 

The final results are 
below: 
U.S. Senate Race: 

Total Ballots Cast: 
11,273 

Ashley Hinson: 44% 
(4,991 votes) 

Josh Turek: 42% (4737 
votes) 

Thomas Laehn: 14% 
(1545 votes) 

 
U.S. House District 1 Race: 

Total Ballots Cast: 2,437 
Mariannette Miller-

Meeks: 38% (918 votes) 
Christina Bohannan: 

41% (996 votes) 
Michael Bridgford: 21% 

(523 votes) 
 

U.S. House District 2 Race: 
Total Ballots Cast: 2,498 
Joe Mitchell: 49% (1218 

votes) 
Lindsay James: 27% (681 

votes) 
Dave Bushaw: 16% (411 

votes) 

Rick Stewart: 8% (188 
votes) 

 
U.S. House District 3 Race: 

Total Ballots Cast: 2,277 
Zach Nunn: 56% (1277 

votes) 
Sarah Trone Garriott: 

44% (1000 votes) 
 

U.S. House District 4 Race: 
Total Ballots Cast: 3,946 
Chris McGowan: 55% 

(2168 votes) 
Dave Dawson: 45% (1778 

votes) 
 

Iowa Governor Race: 
Total Ballots Cast: 

11,293 
Zach Lahn: 50.1% (5658 

votes) 
Rob Sand: 49.9% (5635 

votes)

Students participate in Iowa Youth Straw Poll

Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture Mike Naig is 
encouraging Iowa farmers 
to plant cover crops to 
improve water quality and 
soil health while saving 
money on next year’s crop 
insurance premiums. 
Through the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship’s 
annual Crop Insurance 
Discount Program, farmers 
who plant eligible cover 
crops this fall can receive a 
$5 per acre discount on 
their 2027 crop insurance 
premiums.

The Crop Insurance 
Discount Program has no 
cap on the number of eligi-
ble cover crop acres that can 
receive the crop insurance 
discount. Farmers can plant 
cover crops this fall and 
then enroll those acres 
when the online application 
window opens December 1, 
2026.

“For the past decade, the 
Crop Insurance Discount 
Program has provided 

another way to help farm-
ers save money while put-
ting more cover crops on the 
land. Farmers can plant 
now, and then enroll those 
eligible acres when the 
application window opens 
in December,” said 
Secretary Naig. “We have 
seen record interest in cover 
crops this fall, which is very 
encouraging as we work 
with farmers and partners 
to accelerate conservation 
and water quality progress 
across Iowa. Farmers have 
already enrolled nearly 1.4 
million acres in our state 
cover crop cost-share pro-
gram, more than double the 
previous statewide record, 
including more than 
340,000 acres in the Greater 
Des Moines Watershed, 
which is more than triple 
last year. We are also 
encouraged to see many 
first-time users getting 
started with cover crops. 
That kind of momentum is 
exciting, and we want to 
keep building on it by giv-

ing farmers more options to 
put conservation practices 
on the ground.”

The online sign-up period 
will open Tuesday, Dec. 1, 
2026, and close Friday, Jan. 
22, 2027. Farmers can learn 
more about the program 
and sign up to receive 
reminders about the upcom-
ing enrollment period by 
visiting CleanWaterIowa.
org/cropinsurancediscount.

The Crop Insurance 
Discount Program is jointly 
administered by the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship and 
the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Risk Management 
Agency (RMA). To qualify, 
cover crop acres cannot be 
enrolled in other Iowa 
Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship or 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) cost-share pro-
grams. Certain insurance 
policies, including Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection 

or those covered through 
written agreements, may be 
excluded. Farmers should 
follow all existing farming 
practices required by their 
respective policies and work 
with their crop insurance 
agents to maintain eligibili-
ty.

For a decade, the Crop 
Insurance Discount 
Program has offered Iowa 
farmers an additional 
incentive to plant cover 
crops and has become a 
model for similar programs 
in other states and at the 
federal level. More than 
2,500 Iowa farmers have 
enrolled more than 2.1 mil-
lion acres of cover crops 
through the program to 
date.

The Crop Insurance 
Discount Program is part of 
Iowa’s ongoing implementa-
tion of the Iowa Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy and is 
one of many programs 
available to help farmers 
add conservation practices 
to their land.

Iowa farmers encouraged to plant fall 
cover crops to save on insurance
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• All leaves must be placed on the hard surface of the road
• No pickup in alleys.
• Only leaves and grass may be picked-up. 
• For best results, piles should be raked into the street in rows and 
   should be no more than 4-feet wide, by 3-feet high, for best results.
• Residents may haul leaves to the dump (Nettle Ave.) 7 days per week.

NOTICE
As a service to 

Northwood Residents
the City will pick up 
leaves with its baler 
under the following

guidelines:

Please show your concern for our citizens who have respiratory
and heart difficulties by voluntarily not burning.

                                                      Thank you, Doug Moehle, Mayor

Specials
5-7 p.m.

To Go
DINNERDINNER

SUPPER CLUB

• OCTOBER 26 •
Chicken & Biscuits, 

Mac Salad, Monster Cookie

• OCTOBER 28 •
TWO MEAL CHOICES

Lasagna, Green Beans, 
Garlic Cheese Bread, 

Pumpkin Bar
OR

Chicken Strips, 
Mac & Cheese, Rice Krispie Bar

• OCTOBER 25 •
BBQ Pork Sandwich, 

Homemade Chicken Noodle 
Soup with Homemade Noodles, 

Cinnamon Roll

Orders may be placed
 up to 3 days in advance.

Advance orders are greatly 
appreciated and help us plan, 

but same day orders are welcome! 

PICK UP OR DELIVERY
Delivery available within a 

10 mile radius of Northwood. 
CASH OR CHECK ONLY 

Card $2 Service Fee. CALL 641-324-1052 TO ORDER

$10

$10

$10

$10

• OCTOBER 27 •
Hot Beef Sundae, 

Corn, Special K Bar

$10

By Troy Einertson
Cross Country Coach

WOW might be an un-
derstatement to what hap-
pened last Thursday in 
Manly! I have been coach-
ing for a long time now, and 
I have never been part of 
what the girls accomplished 
on this wet and rainy day 
running on the Town and 
Country Club golf course. 

What started as a group 
of kids running around 
town has morphed into 
something much bigger, 
and this race was one of the 
races we have been talking 
about since that first prac-
tice. 

When we looked at the 
forecast for race day my 
thoughts were that it wasn't 
going to happen, and when 
the day came, I was sure we 
wouldn’t be running. When 
we got the call it was on, I 
was kind of in shock. It was 
really raining hard, and 
I was just hoping the kids 
would be focused and ready 
to go. 

We left a little late, I am 
always late, and when we 
got to Manly there was a 
train, so this made us even 
later. The order of events 
got switched around a little 
bit, and the girls were going 
to be running first. Because 
of me, they didn’t have a lot 
of warm up time, so they 
did the best they could and 
we went over the plans once 
more. 

We knew we had to get 
out, and get after it and 
keep certain runners in our 
sights at all times. 

Like every other race, 
Ivy and Liv got us out quick 
and Charlotte was not far 
behind. Maddie and Hadley 
came by me right on pace, 
and with who we needed to 
be with, and Maggie and 
Kaylee were following the 
plan as well. All the girls 
kept to the plan at mile one, 
and they were all in a great 
place. 

After Kaylee came 

through I took off to mile 
2 because this is where we 
needed to really get after it. 
Ivy and Liv came through 
in 2nd and 3rd, while Char-
lotte was in 7th. Maddie, 
Hadley, Maggie and Kaylee 
kept working and all had 
moved up. 

Once I got to my last stop 
I was getting a little ner-
vous. St. Ansgar was run-
ning crazy fast and we had 
some work to do in the last 
half mile. The girls respond-
ed, and they all turned it up 
a couple notches, and all of 
them finished strong! 

Liv came through in 
a time of 18:45, which 
was good for 2nd, Ivy fin-
ished 5th in a time of 
19:33, Charlotte was 6th 
in 21:22, Maddie was 31st 
in 23:37(PR), Hadley was 
34th in 24:17(PR), Maggie 
ran a PR time of 24:45 and 
Kaylee went 25:52 for an-
other PR. 

In XC you score your 
top five runners, so our top 
five scored 64 points, while 
St. Ansgar’s top five came 
through with 86 points. In 
XC the low score wins, so 
we had just become North-
wood-Kensett’s first Top of 
Iowa XC champions! WOW! 

We didn’t have much 
time to celebrate though 
because the boys were 
ready to go, so I ran over 
there to give them their last 
instructions. 

This race was huge for 
us as well because Ronan 
Penfold was coming back 
after a leg injury. He has 
been battling leg stuff for 
the last three years, and 
for him to continue work-
ing at trying to get back is 
just a testament to what 
kind of kid he is. He was 
a little amped, so I had to 
make sure he understood 
his plans to not get out too 
fast, and off I went. 

The boys all got out to-
gether, and they ran to-
gether for about the first 
half mile. It was raining a 

little harder now, and the 
footing wasn’t the best, so 
I was a little worried about 
all three of them. Ronan’s 
leg, Saxon’s Achilles and 
Wes’ foot were all bothering 
them, and the conditions 
weren’t going to help. 

At the mile mark though 
they were all good, and 
Saxon pulled away from 
the other two. Ronan came 
through a little ahead of 
Wes, and all of them looked 
great, so I headed off to 
mile two. 

As I got there the rain 
let up just a little bit, but I 
noticed a couple huge pud-
dles that I missed earlier. 
One was right at the finish, 
and the other was around 
a turn up by about a mile 
and a half! Kids were going 
to be soaked! All three boys 
came through on pace, so 
I decided to go to the last 
long stretch to cheer all of 
them on. 

Saxon ran strong the 
whole race and finished 
in 24;07, Ronan finished 
in 26:07 (PR) and Wes in 
27:14 (PR)

All three of them ran 
amazingly, and for Wes 
and Ronan to set PRs in 
the crazy weather was just 
amazing.

Our middle school duo of 
Jared and Lola were ready 
to go by the time I got to 
the start line. I couldn’t get 
there fast enough to give 
them any final instructions, 
so I just told them to get af-
ter it and have fun. 

Lola was going to be run-
ning another race in a cou-
ple days, so I had to tone 
her back a little bit, and 
that is no easy chore! Plus, 
Jared always wants to run 
up front, so I knew I was 
in for a treat when I didn’t 
make sure he understood 
what I wanted him to do. 

Both of them got out 
very well, Jared too well, 
and came through the mile 
mark in great position. Lola 
was following the plan, Jar-

ed was not (7:00 mile) so I 
tried to slow Jared down, 
and encouraged Lola to 
keep focused. Lola did, 
Jared did not! At the fin-
ish line, Lola came in first 
and became my first ever 
conference champion, while 
Jared crushed his PR and 
ran 15:19 and finished as a 
second team all conference 
runner by placing 26th.

When I started this ar-
ticle out with a WOW, 
I meant it. On this day 
we had three girls finish 
first team all conference. 
Liv, Ivy and Charlotte all 
earned this honor by plac-
ing in the top 15. The girls 
won our first ever Top of 

Iowa Conference Champi-
onship, and Lola was our 
first ever conference cham-
pion in any XC race. Not 
to be outdone, Ronan came 
back from a leg injury that 
he has been battling since 
track season to run his all-
time best race! We do not 
talk about him enough! To 
go through all that he has 
with his legs, and to contin-
ue to get after it every day 
just shows what having IT 
is all about! Ronan has IT, 
and I am so proud of him 
for everything he has done!

I am sorry for the long 
articles this week, but 
I just wanted all of you 
to read about how great 

our TEAMS are! This 
XC TEAM is just that, a 
TEAM. Everything that we 
accomplish together is not 
about any single person it 
is about all 13 of the kids 
who lace it up every day for 
Mr. Urbatsch and myself. 
I love all of them for what 
they bring to the table ev-
ery day, and if this day was 
any indication of what the 
future holds for us, it is go-
ing to be a very great ad-
venture for all of us!!

Enjoy your week, and 
keep us in your thoughts as 
we battle for a trip to Fort 
Dodge on Thursday at Lu-
ther College. LETS GO!

Northwood-Kensett Cross Country Conference WOW

Saxon, Wes and Ronan getting after it!

Conference Champs: Maddie Christianson, Olivia Urbatsch, Ivy Urbatsch, Kayle Franck, Char-
lotte Cooper, Maggie Rye and Hadley Anderson

Character strong in the classroom
Each month throughout the school year, students at Northwood-Kensett schools take part in lessons and activities that teach them about an asset of having a strong character. For the month 
of October that is “Responsibility.” Pictured above at left are fifth graders learning about the difference between goals and wished. Pictured at right are kindergarten students thinking and 
learning about what responsibility feels like.
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During the afternoon of 
December 23, 2026, before 
the schools break for the 
holidays, St. Ansgar and 
Northwood-Kensett schools 
will be showcasing student 
learning and extracurricu-
lar participation with all 
students in their respective 
districts.

"The plan is to build an 
annual tradition where we 
showcase our student 
groups and build upon our 
family atmospheres to have 
all of our students see what 
our schools have to offer 
each and every student," 
said Tony Hiatt, shared 
superintendent of the dis-
tricts. "Our purpose is to 
build student awareness 
and connection to school 
and school activities, cele-
brating student academic 
and extracurricular partici-
pation and success as well 
as teach and promote good 
citizenship, sportsmanship, 
and community pride."

Events and activities 
have been collaboratively 
organized and planned by 
district administration and 
approved by affiliated state 
organizations.

More details will be 
announced as the date of 
the events approaches.

Student 
showcase 
set before  
holiday 
break at 
SA and 
N-K 
schools

Trick or Trick or TreatTreat
Halloween ParadeHalloween Parade
S a t u r d a y,  O c t o b e r  3 1  •  S a t u r d a y,  O c t o b e r  3 1  •  5  p . m .5  p . m .

D o w n t o w n  N o r t h w o o dD o w n t o w n  N o r t h w o o d
Meet at Cit y Hall Parking LotMeet at Cit y Hall Parking Lot

2026 Northwood Chamber of Commerce Members

5-8 5-8 
p.m.p.m.

ADA Enterprises
Agri Sales & Building Supply, Inc.
Art Farm Iowa
Athey Tax & Accounting
Avangrid
Barn Boutique
Beland Tree Service
Blue Blood Tattoo Company
Brian & Connie Kenison
Carpenter Coffee Company
CARQUEST Auto Parts
Century 21 Preferred
Community Foundation of North East Iowa
Dan Hendrikson
Dewey Kruger Music
Diamond Jo Casino & Hotel
D&L Equipment
Edwards Brandt Insurance
Eilertson Repair
Falkstone LLC
Fallgatters Market Place
Farmers State Bank
Federal Foam Technologies

Fellowship for United Northwood-Kensett
Flower Forager
Fringe and Lace by Brittany
Greve Law Office
Hertel Custom Builders, LLC
Hoff Celebrations
Holiday Inn Express
Hot Beef Sundae Trailer
I-35 105 Welcome Center
Injection Technology Diesel Service
Jean Stowel
JJ’s Hardware
Kerndt Brothers Storage
Kibble Equipment
Knudtson Automotive Services
Knutson Oil Company
Kris Gordon Realtor
Krotzer Property Management
Krull Law Office
Larsen Plumbing & Heating
Linda Anderson Tax & Accounting
Liquid Library LLC
Lois Nelson

L.R. Falk Construction Company
LuLu & Crew Boutique
Lutheran Retirement Home
Maple Court
Massage Therapy by Jennifer Wahl
MJ’s Cheesecakes
Mortenson Construction
Mason City Glass Service
Nexus Cooperative
Nordic Lanes
Northwood - Kensett Community
  School District
Northwood Anchor, Inc.
Northwood Chiropractic PC
Northwood Country Club
Northwood Dental
Northwood Electric
Northwood Fitness Center
Northwood Foods, Inc.
Northwood Pines Assisted Living
Northwood Saloon
Northwood Sanitation, LLC
Northwood Theatre

Northwood Tobacco
NSB Bank
NV Studios
Olson Insurance/
  Worth Mutual Insurance
Pam & Doug Meyer
Peterson Excavating & Drainage
Power 96 KQPR Radio
R80 - Kensett
R80 - Northwood
Road Hazard Performance
Royal Motel
Rustic Thread
Ryan’s Toy Zone
Shade Tree Liquors
Signatures Supper Club
Springer Construction
State Farm Insurance
State Line Works LLC
Steve & Kathy Arnold
Sticky Bee Honey Farm
Subway
Sue’s Corner Post

Sugar Rush
Tequila’s Mexican Bar & Grill
The Slice Pizzeria
The Timbers
Thofson Plumbing & Heating
Tri “D” Treasures
TruStile Doors of Iowa
TUNE (Total United 
  Northwood Effort)
United Beverage, LLC
United Way of North Central Iowa
Universal Contractors, Inc.
Viking Laser Wash
Waking Miss Winifred
WCTA
Worth Brewing Company
Worth County Farm Bureau
Worth County Historical Society
Worth County Veterinary Service
Worth Lumber Company
Worthwhile Wind Energy Center

Prizes Awarded
in each age group for

Best Costume 
Age Groups: 

3 & under; 4-6; 7-10

FREE Bag of 
Candy for Kids

age 10 and under 
(While supplies last)

LRH & Northwood 
Pines Assisted Living
Trick or Treat

4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sponsored by Northwood Chamber & InvenergySponsored by Northwood Chamber & Invenergy

Iowans seeking to access 
millions of dollars in finan-
cial aid to pursue education 
or training beyond high 
school can now take the most 
important first step in that 
journey.

The 2026-27 Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) recent-
ly became available to every-
one at StudentAid.gov. The 
FAFSA is used to determine 
eligibility for federal finan-
cial aid, including grants, 
work-study funds and loans, 
to help pay for college and 
other postsecondary options. 
The FAFSA also determines 
eligibility for many of Iowa’s 
state scholarship and grant 

programs, as well as for 
institutional financial aid 
offers from colleges and uni-
versities.

Any student interested in 
continuing their education, 
regardless of income, should 
complete the FAFSA. Even if 
you think you may not qual-
ify for financial aid, over 87 
percent of first-year under-
graduates were awarded 
financial aid in 2021-22, 
according to the National 
Center for Education 
Statistics. Additionally, 
more than $34 million in 
federal Pell grant funds went 
unclaimed in Iowa by the 
class of 2024, according to 
the National College 

Attainment Network 
(NCAN).

To make it even easier to 
complete the FAFSA and 
receive financial aid, the pro-
cess has recently undergone 
a comprehensive revision 
and overhaul to streamline 
the application. Most stu-
dents and their families can 
now complete the applica-
tion in less than 30 minutes. 
Students and parents/guard-
ians will each need to create 
a studentaid.gov account 
prior to beginning the appli-
cation process.

This year’s FAFSA also 
allows for real-time match-
ing of Social Security 
Administration information, 

eliminating a potential delay 
in identity verification. 
Additionally, students can 
directly invite their parent(s) 
or guardian via email to 
complete the necessary fam-
ily information required by 
the FAFSA.

Students and families 
who need assistance or have 
questions about completing 
the FAFSA can receive 
direct, personal assistance 
from a variety of resources 
offered by the Iowa 
Department of Education.

The Department’s Virtual 
College Coaching program 
offers students and their 
families personalized, one-
on-one support to help them 

navigate the college-going 
process.

Coaches are real, live 
experts in helping students 
and families pursue educa-
tion after high school. 
Through text messages and 
virtual appointments, coach-
es guide you through your 
high school graduation and 
make sure you have a smooth 
transition to college, no mat-
ter where you go or what you 
study. Coaches also provide 
guidance on applying for col-
lege and financial aid, offer 
reminders about important 
deadlines, and offer one-on-
one, personalized assistance 
to help students navigate 
the college-going process.

Virtual appointments 
with coaches also help with 
filing the FAFSA, complet-
ing college applications, and 
securing financial aid. 
Students can also email vir-
tualcoach@iowa.gov for 
direct assistance.

For more information on 
the 2026-27 FAFSA and fed-
eral financial aid opportuni-
ties, visit StudentAid.gov. 
Additional information on 
state financial aid programs 
and completing both the 
FAFSA and Iowa Financial 
Aid Application are avail-
able at https://educate.iowa.
gov/higher-ed/financial-aid.

FAFSA offers virtual support to assist students and families

Prized principals
October is National Principals Month. Northwood-Kensett 
schools recently recognized the district’s building adminis-
trators, Keith Fritz (left), middle/high school principal, and 
Brian Costello, elementary principal. “Great schools have 
great leaders and we’re lucky to have two of the best right 
here at N-K! From encouraging our youngest learners to 
guiding the oldest, you help make our schools a place where 
everyone feels supported, valued, and inspired to grow! Your 
leadership, dedication, and care for our students and staff 
make a lasting difference.”

Half time entertainment
Throughout the football season, Viking fans at home games have enjoyed the talents of the Northwood-Kensett band. They have 
performed throughout the game, shared the school’s fight song, played the team onto the field and also performed at half time, 
as pictured here.
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NORTHWOOD 
ANCHOR

324-1051
Northwood, IA

DEWEY KRUGER 
MUSIC
324-1300

Northwood, IA

The Sponsors of this feature do so with the 
hope that more people will attend the

church of their choice on a weekly basis

TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

Pride in a Scar
If you have lived a relatively normal life, 
then no doubt you have a few scars to show 
for it: the scar below the knee from a child-
hood accident, the chipped tooth from a 
fearless wagon ride down a steep hill, or a 
burn scar from a red-hot ember sent flying 
from the campfire by a rock thrown into 
the fire. Those are likely to be the scars of 
childhood, and we can easily take a sort of 
whimsical pride in them, as if to say we 
were reckless as kids, but oh what fun we 
had! The broken arm or leg is a bit more 
serious, but people often remember those more serious accidents with 
fondness once they are sufficiently distant from the event. There is a 
certain well-earned pride in surviving these accidents, illnesses and 
surgeries. Everyone in my family remembers vividly when we all 
caught the Hong Kong flu in 1969. Misery loves company, and there 
is almost nothing more miserable than being miserable alone. 
Perhaps the pride we take in our scars, both physical and emotional, 
is a testimony to our toughness. Sure, I broke my tooth on the wagon 
handle, and sure, she broke my heart, but I’m still standing, and I’m 
not giving up yet. There will be a time when it’s appropriate to give 
up and let go. There is a time for living, and a time for dying, but until 
then, keep on living, and acquiring those scars. —Christopher Simon

“Let us also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 

and character, hope.”
– Romans 5:3-4

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Closed

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

ROLL CALL X
Saturday, Nov. 7, 2026 • Noon • The Timbers
Free to all Worth County Veterans & Guest

No Invitation needed but if you didn’t get one 
call the Veterans Affairs Office to be put on maling list.

Fertile Lutheran Church
Sunday, Worship Service, 9:30 

a.m., Sunday School & Confirma-
tion, 10:30 a.m.
Bethlehem 
Lutheran, Manly

Wednesday, Grace Circle, 2 
p.m., WAGS, 5:30 p.m., Confir-
mation at Grace, 5:30 p.m.; Fri-
day, Grace Make Lefse, 9 a.m.; 
Saturday, Grace make Lefse, 9 
a.m.; Sunday, Grace Worship, 9 
a.m., Sunday School at Bethle-
hem, 10:15 a.m., Bethlehem Wor-
ship, 10:30 a.m., Sunday School at 
Bethlehem, 10:15 a.m.; Monday, 
WIC at Bethlehem, 9 a.m. - Noon, 
Assemble Newsletter, 9 a.m.

Linda Johnson Prestholt, Pastor
Bethany Lutheran Church/Elk 
Creek Lutheran

Thursday, Manna, 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m., Elk Creek Quilting; Friday, 
Wedding Rehearsal at Bethany, 
6 p.m., Elk Creek Quilting; Sat-
urday, Wedding at Bethany, 4:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Worship Elk Creek, 
9 a.m., Worship Bethany, 10:30 
a.m.; Monday, Manna, 10 a.m. - 
Noon

Linda Johnson Prestholt, Pastor
Trinity United 
Methodist, Bolan

Sunday, Worship Services, 9:15 
a.m., Coffee Fellowship, 10 a.m.

Pastor Cory Allard
Bethel United 
Methodist Church

Wednesday, Diner, 8:30 a.m.,  
Bible Study, 10 a.m., Mini Choir, 
4:30 p.m., Mini Bells, 5 p.m., Meal, 
5:15 p.m., Worship, 5:50 p.m., Ju-
BELLee Ringers/Confirmation, 
6:15 p.m., Chancel Choir, JH/HS 
Youth Group, 7 p.m.; Thursday, 
Girl Scouts, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.; Fri-
day, Rehearsal; Saturday, Wed-
ding; Sunday, Bethel Worship, 
8 a.m., Trinity Worship, Sunday 
School & Adult Sunday School - B, 
9:15 a.m., Bethel Worship, 10:30 
a.m., Frog & Toad, Girl Scouts, 3 
p.m.; Tuesday, Girl Scouts, 3:30 - 
5:30 p.m.
Northwood United 
Methodist Church

Thursday, Pizza with the Pas-
tor, 6 p.m.; Sunday, Worship Ser-
vice, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship, 11:45 
a.m.; Tuesday, Pastor Fellowship 
Time Grothe’s Diner, 10 a.m.

Rev. Rob Lanphere

One In Christ 
Lutheran Parish

Sunday, Worship Services 
10:30 a.m. available online at “One 
in Christ Lutheran Parish” Face-
book Page and YouTube under 
“One in Christ Lutheran Parish.” 
Sunday Worship Services, 10:30 
a.m., Silver Lake, 705 Silver Lake 
Rd., Northwood, 641-293-5556; 
9 a.m., Bethany, 201 Franke St., 
Joice, 641-588-3366; 9 a.m., Lun-
der, 14982 735th Ave., Albert Lea; 
10:30 a.m., Winnebago, 40029 
210th Ave., Lake Mills.
First Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Wednesday, Maple Court Wor-
ship, 2 p.m., 7th Confirmation, 
3:50 p.m., 8th Confirmation, 5 
p.m., Inspire, 6:15 p.m., Choir, SH 
Youth, 7 p.m.; Thursday, Quilting, 
8:30 a.m., Prayer Group, 9 a.m.; 
Sunday, Service/Affirmation of 
Baptism, 9 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:10 a.m., DCV, 10:30 a.m., 
JH Youth, 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 
Through the Bible Study, 10:30 
a.m., AA-Al-Anon, 7 p.m. 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
Northwood

Sunday Worship Service with 
Holy Communion at 9 a.m., Sun-
day School & Adult Bible Study 
following service.

Rev. Barbara M. Wills, Pastor
Sacred Heart Church, Manly

Mass Wednesday, 8 a.m.; Mass 
Saturday, 5:30 p.m.

Fr. Dave O’Connor, Pastor
Fr. Ben Valentine, 

Associate Pastor
www.sacredheartmanly.org

Faith Lutheran Church, 
London

Sunday School and Adult Bi-
ble Class, 9:30 a.m. (Fall through 
Spring); Sunday, Worship, 10:30 
a.m.

Pastor Kent Otterman
First Shell Rock Lutheran 
Church, Northwood

Sunday, Worship Service, 
10:45 a.m.

Pastor Theodore Gullixson
Sion Lutheran Church, 
Lake Mills

Sunday, Worship Service, 9 
a.m. Sunday School and fellowship 
following

Pastor Mark Decker

Northwood 
Anchor Church

Tyler Hoff, Owner
Funeral Director

Highway 65 South • Northwood, Iowa 50459
(641) 324-1121

We offer a full range of services, including  
traditional funerals and cremation, ensuring that 
we can celebrate your loved ones in a way that 

reflects their unique lives and legacies. 

New name, new faces, with high  New name, new faces, with high  
quality service guaranteed.quality service guaranteed.

Sites Memorial Chapel

641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson OlsonKory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas 
insurance needs 

since 1882

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

FUNK’s first fun day
FUNK (Fellowship for a United Northwood-Kensett) recently 
held the first of its planned activities for days when North-
wood-Kensett students have the school day off during staff 
professional development. During the October 12 day off, 
FUNK hosted a Kids Club day, with young people traveling to 
Otter Creek Orchard to play, learn about the orchard enjoy 
some of the apples grown there.

Nov. 9-15
641-324-1244

CLO

Please call 
ahead for 
the To Go 

Meals
to make sure 

there is 
enough food

October 22-28
641-324-1244

Thursday: Sweet & Sour 
Chicken, Rice, Vegetable, 
Fruit
Friday: Closed
Monday: Goulash, Bread, 
Vegetable, Fruit
Tuesday: Philly Chicken 
Hoagie, Sweet Potato 
Fries, Vegetable, Fruit
Wednesday: Ham Loaf, 
Roasted Seet Potaoes, 
Whole Wheat Roll, Apple 
Dessert

We can print 
your black & 

white or 
color 

copies.
 

Call for 
more details

324-1051

SHOWING
October 23-26

“Forgotten 
Island” 
Rated PG

Open for Dine-In

SHOP SHOP 
LOCALLYLOCALLY

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Northwood Theatre
Show Times

Fri., Sat., Mon. 7 p.m.
Sun. 4 p.m.

740 Central Ave. • 324-0064
Adults $6

Students (18 & Under) $4
2 & Under Free

324-1052

Subscribe to the 
Northwood 

Anchor ONLINE!
www.nwdanchor.com

Call for details
641-324-1051
801 Central Ave. 

P.O. Box 107
Northwood, IA 50459
anchor1@nwdanchor.com

Monday Madness: Free popcorn 
when you bring your 

own container

Make your 
Reservations Now!

COMING

Northwood 
Anchor

Northwood 
Anchor

Congregate 
Meals

Tequila’sSignature’s 
Supper Club

Oct. 30-Nov. 2
“Verity” 

Rated R



“Conor Knighton: Leave 
Only Footprints” will be 
presented at the North 
Iowa Community Auditori-
um on the NIACC campus 
at 3 p.m. this Sunday, Oc-
tober 25. This presentation 
is part of the 2026-2027 
NIACC Performing Arts & 
Leadership Series.

Conor Knighton is a na-
tional correspondent for 
CBS Sunday Morning—the 
country’s #1 morning news 
show—and the author of 
the New York Times best-
seller “Leave Only Foot-
prints: My Acadia-to-Zion 
Journey Through Every 
National Park.” His reports 
for CBS Sunday Morning 
have covered everything 
from the Scandinavian ob-
session with salty licorice 
to what it’s like to wake 
up on Wake Island, one of 
America’s most remote mil-
itary bases.

Conor has won five 
Emmy Awards as part of 
the Sunday Morning team 
and a Los Angeles Area 
Emmy for his work on 
KCET's SoCal Connect-
ed. His feature reporting 
has also earned a Nation-
al Headliner Award and 
an LA Press Club Award. 
He’s hosted and produced 
shows for AMC, Biography, 
EW Scripps and Current 
TV, and his commentary 
has been featured on CNN, 
MTV, E!, and Oxygen. In 

2025, the National Parks 
Conservation Association 
recognized Knighton’s sto-
rytelling with a Centennial 
Leadership Award.

When Conor Knighton 
set off to explore Ameri-
ca’s “best idea,” he worried 
the whole thing could end 
up being his worst idea. A 
broken engagement and a 
broken heart had left him 
longing for a change of 
scenery, but the plan he’d 
cooked up might have gone 
a bit overboard in that de-
partment. Over the course 
of a single year, Conor set 
out to visit every national 
park in the country, from 
Acadia to Zion. Filled with 
entertaining dispatches 
from some of the most sce-
nic spots in the world, the 

CBS Sunday Morning cor-
respondent takes us on a 
whirlwind tour through our 
parks, highlighting some of 
the unexpected stories, col-
orful characters, and pro-
found lessons he unearthed 
along the way. Through his 
unique lens, America the 
Beautiful becomes America 
the Captivating, the Hilari-
ous and the Inspiring.

To learn more about this 
performance, visit Conor-
Knighton.com.

For tickets to the show, 
call the NIACC Box Office 
at 641-422-4188.  Tickets 
may also be purchased on-
line at www.niacc.edu/box-
office.
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The 250th anniversary of the United 
States has been a year-long celebration. 
Long before 2026, the spirit of patriotism 
has run long and wide through the citizens 
of our country.  In 1984 the National Guard 
Auxiliary of Austin, Texas published a cook-
book titled “Ready to Serve: A Texas Cook-
book” (Hart Graphics, Inc. Austin, Texas) I 
was a proud Winter Texan for 15 years and 
can attest to the love of country that is very 
evident in the Lone Star state. The first 
chapter of this cookbook is “Top Brass” and 
includes recipes from the wives of some of 
the highest-ranking officers of the National 
Guard throughout America. I have adapted 
some of them as necessary.

Chuck Roast Barbecue
(Mrs. James Duffy, wife of the Adjutant Gen-

eral of Montana)
1 boneless chuck roast, about 
3-inches thick	
1/2 cup soy sauce
1 cup orange juice
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon sugar
1 large clove garlic, minced
1 teaspoon ground ginger
Salt and pepper to taste

Sprinkle the roast with salt and pepper and 
place in a shallow glass dish. Combine the re-
maining ingredients and pour over the meat. 
Cover with plastic and marinate at lease 12 
hours in the refrigerator, turning the meat over 
several times during the marinating period. 
SANDY’S NOTE: Putting the meat and mari-
nade into a jumbo zip-top plastic bag and 
then into the dish is much easier and you can 
simply turn the roast over a few times to mari-
nate evenly. Heat a charcoal grill to high. Re-
move the meat from the bag and discard the 
marinade. Grill the meat about 20 minutes on 
each side for a rare roast; longer if you want 
it cooked more. Cut across the grain into thin 
slices. 

Minnesota Wild Rice
(Mrs. James Sieben, wife of the Adjutant Gen-

eral of Minnesota)
1 cup uncooked wild rice

1/4 cup real butter
1/2 cup slivered almonds
2 tablespoons chopped chives OR green 
onion tops
1 can (8 oz) mushroom stems and pieces
3 cups chicken broth, canned or 
homemade. Avoid the cubes.

Wash and drain the rice in cold water. Melt 
the butter in a large, heavy skillet. Add the rice, 
almonds, chives and mushrooms. Cook and 
stir until the almonds are golden brown, about 
20 minutes. Pour this mixture into a greased 
1 1/2 quart casserole dish. Heat the broth to 
a boil and stir into the rice mixture. Taste and 
adjust for seasoning as no salt or pepper has 
been added up to this point. Preheat the 
oven to 350 degrees F. Bake the rice for about 
1 1/2 hours or until all the liquid is absorbed and 
rice is tender and fluffy.

Truly Different Cupcakes
(Mrs. Charles Kiefner, wife of the Adjutant 

General of Missouri)
4 squares semi-sweet baking chocolate
1 cup real butter
1 1/2 cups chopped pecans
1 3/4 cups sugar
1 cup unsifted all-purpose flour
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 teaspoon real vanilla extract

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F. Melt 
the chocolate in a heavy saucepan, over 
low heat, stirring to avoid scorching. Add 
the butter and nuts and stir until the butter is 
melted and the pecans are well coated. In a 
large mixing bowl, combine the sugar, eggs, 
flour and vanilla. Stir…do NOT beat…only un-
til blended. Add the chocolate mixture and 
again mix gently. Fill muffin tins lined with pa-
per cups approximately 2/3 full. Bake for 35 
minutes. Makes 18 muffins.

The love of America has been shining 
through all over the country this year in 
spite of the ups and downs in Washington. 
Americans may be divided over certain is-
sues, political points of view or right/left 
agendas but there is little argument that 
the USA is still the best country to live in 
today as always. Not perfect by any means 
but still the best. And…that’s all she wrote.

We may live without poetry, music and 
art; We may live without conscience and 
live without heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without books; But a 
civilized man cannot live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com

Happy 80th Birthday!Happy 80th Birthday!

Jerry of Lake Mills and Larry of Duluth, MN 
will both celebrate together . . . 

80 years on October 28, 2026
Larry and Jerry Robertson are shown above with their 

birthday cakes on their first birthdays, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 1947.
The twins are sons of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Robertson.

Emmons Lutheran Church
66th Annual Lutefisk Supper

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Servings at 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Adults: $25 • Children: (10 and under) $10

For more information visit 
www.emmonslutheran.org/lutefisk-supper

To purchase tickets 
scan QR code

Tickets are also available from the following places: 
Emmons Lutheran Church, Emmons, MN 507-297-5471 

MBT Bank in Lake Mills, IA 641-592-0041
Security Bank Minnesota, Emmons, MN 507-297-5461 

Albert Lea Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, Albert Lea, MN 507-373-2316

For Take-Out, contact the church office
507-297-5471 

MENU: Lutefisk, Mashed Potatoes, 
Meatballs & Gravy, Corn, 

Sweet Pepper Coleslaw, Cranberry Relish, 
Lefse & Pastries

Cassie Rothmeyer
Agent

Town & Country
Insurance Agency

Contact us for all of your Commercial - Farm 
Homeowner Auto - Recreational Vehicle 

Life & Health Insurance needs!

30 N. Hawkeye Avenue 
Nora Springs, Iowa

641-732-5576
711 Main Street, Osage, Iowa

205 W. 4th St., Suite #2 
St. Ansgar, Iowa 50472

Masonic Lodge Annual

Turkey Dinner
Friday, Nov. 6

5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Sittings
99 8th St. N. – Northwood, IA

Tickets available by calling 
641-390-0784 or at the door

~ Take Out Available ~

Cost$20

The Knudtson Auto-
motive family is excited to 
announce the upcoming 
wedding of Khiya Rhae 
Knudtson and Joshua 
James Stepleton, both of 
Northwood.

Khiya is the daughter of 
Kirby and Dawn Knudtson 
of Northwood. Josh is the 
son of Jim and Kim Steple-
ton and Jay and Erica 
Teepe, all of Mason City.

Both Khiya and Josh are 
2021 graduates of Central 
Springs High School in 
Manly and are currently 
employed at Knudtson Au-
tomotive.

The couple will exchange 
vows on November 14, 
2026, at the Timbers in 
Northwood.

Stepleton 
– Knudtson 
upcoming 
wedding

JOSHUA STEPLETON AND KHIYA KNUDTSON

“Nine” is the new favor-
ite number of a truck driver 
from Buffalo, Missouri, who 
recently took home 
$99,999.99 from Diamond 
Jo Casino & Hotel at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, October 1.

The lucky winner, who 
prefers to remain anony-
mous, was playing an IGT 
Triple Gold Bars™ machine 

when his $15 bet yielded 
the progressive jackpot. He 
said his trucking routes 
take him through the prop-
erty region, and he enjoys 
visiting and playing at 
Diamond Jo. This win is his 
biggest to date, and he 
plans to use the money for 
retirement.

Diamond Jo guest 
wins $99,999 jackpot

NIACC presents Conor Knighton: 
Leave Only Footprints 

Parking painting
The Iowa Department of Transportation was in Northwood recently, repainting traffic markings 
along portions of Highway 65’s path through the city.

Drivers are advised to stay 
alert as they travel Iowa’s 
roadsides over the coming 
weeks. Autumn deer behavior, 
crop harvest and peak travel 
times for motorists combine to 
hike the risk of vehicle-deer 
collisions in Iowa.

From the middle of October 
until the third week of 
November, Iowa bucks become 
more active in the pursuit of 
does during the breeding sea-
son. Motorists may be dis-
tracted by the first deer that 
crosses not seeing the pursu-
ing buck. This adds to multi-
ple scenarios of fast moving, 
unpredictable deer crossing 
highways.

The crop harvest is in full 
swing, concentrating deer into 
remaining cover that is often 
brushy creeks, trees or fence 
lines that often intersect with 
roads. A third factor will be 
the change away from day-
light savings time on 
November 1, placing more 
Iowans behind the wheel 
during the deer-heavy dawn 
and dusk periods.

A few ways to give drivers 
an edge during this period are 
to reduce speed, increase fol-
lowing distance from other 
cars and to sweep eye move-
ments from ditch to ditch, 
especially during those low 
light periods and when 

approaching those brushy or 
tree lined “funnels” near roads. 
Drivers are also encouraged 
not to “veer for deer,” leaving 
the lane of traffic could cause a 
collision with another vehicle 
or a roadside obstacle, such as 
a utility pole or culvert.

Iowa’s deer herd is man-
aged to balance recreational 
opportunities, such as wildlife 
viewing and hunting, with 
negative impacts like crop and 
property damage. Iowa’s deer 
management relies on an 
engaged stakeholder process 
to make science-based deci-
sions for the benefit of all 
Iowans.

Drivers advised to stay alert 
for deer movement 2026



Dear Editor & Reader,
Just A Bunch of Hocus 

Pocus
Just in Time for Hallow-

een, the Iowa State Legis-
lature is dressing up the 
November Midterm Elec-
tion Ballot with Halloween 
Hocus Pocus urging voters 
to vote “Yes” for an Iowa 
Constitutional Amend-
ment No.1. The Amend-
ment claims to “Make it 
harder for politicians to 
Raise Taxes.” Is this an 
Iowa’s treat in 2026 “Trick 
or Treat Month”?

The amendment is in-
tended to raise the bar in 
the Iowa Legislature from 
a simple majority vote to a 
two-thirds supermajority 
vote to increase the corpo-
rate and personal income 
taxes.

Beneath its spooky cos-
tume however, Amend-
ment 1 would lock in a 
decade's worth of tax cuts 
skewed to the wealthy 
making it tough to fix our 
state's $1billion budget 
deficit without cutting 
funding for public schools, 
health care, and other ser-
vices that Iowans expect. 
What’s more, I believe, 
Amendment 1 is undem-
ocratic making future tax 
policy decisions difficult 
to change.  Requiring a 
two-thirds majority would 
allow a small minority of 
legislators to block income 
and corporate tax increas-
es, even when a majority 
supports them, while dis-
enfranchising lower in-
come Iowa citizens.

I urge voters to vote No! 
on Amendment1!  Our pri-
mary concern should be 
the potential impact on 

state revenue and public 
services. Iowa has expe-
rienced significant de-
clines in income tax collec-
tions following recent tax 
changes. Annual state in-
come tax collections have 
declined by more than $1 
billion since those changes 
took effect in 2024. State 
budget deficits have also 
persisted, requiring the 
use of reserve funds.

If revenues remain in-
sufficient and reserves 
are depleted, lawmakers 
may need to raise other 
taxes, increase fees, or 
cut spending. Sales tax-
es, which generally take 
a larger share of income 
from lower-income house-
holds, could become a 
more likely source of rev-
enue. Cuts to education, 
human services, and other 
public services could also 
disproportionately affect 
vulnerable Iowans. Any 
State tax policy should be 
evaluated by its impact 
on our neighbors, partic-
ularly those who are most 
vulnerable. Disguised as 
Halloween “Hocus Pocus!” 
Amendment 1 on your 
election ballot is more 
“Trick!” than “treat” to all 
Iowa tax payers! Again, I 
implore your “No” vote on 
Amendment 1 of your Mid-
term Ballot.

Rev. Jerry E. Robert-
son, retired, Lake Mills

Proposed Amendment 1 
to Iowa’s Constitution

On this year’s election 
ballot there is a proposed 
amendment to our State 
Constitution that reads, 
that any bill to increase 
the individual income tax 

rate or the corporate in-
come tax rate, or the rate 
of any other type of tax 
based upon income or legal 
and special reserves, shall 
require the affirmative 
votes of at least two-thirds 
of the members elected to 
each house of the general 
assembly for passage.

Sounds innocuous and 
fair, right?  It is NOT.  If 
this amendment passes, 
it is a gift to corporations 
and the ultra-rich in our 
state. 

Why is that?, you might 
ask.

Since 2018 personal 
income tax rates in Iowa 
have been cut four times; 
corporate income tax rates 
have been cut three times.  
Those cuts have been dis-
proportionately allocated 
so that corporations and 
those with the highest in-
comes received the highest 
cuts to their tax rates.  If 
this amendment passes, 
it effectively preserves 
those tax cuts given to the 
corporations and the ul-
tra-wealthy.

So what, I’m happy that 
my state income taxes are 
now low.

Well, buckle your seat 
belts.  Our state budget is 
projected to be in a deficit 
beginning in 2027.  That 
means the state is going 
to have to seek addition-
al revenue or begin to cut 
services.  That means cuts 
to healthcare, education, 
and others that we consid-
er essential.

Or, raise taxes.
But if this amendment 

passes, that will be very 
hard for them to do, right?

Wrong.  The amend-
ment only impacts IN-
COME taxes.  There are 
still a host of other taxes 
that could be raised with 
only a majority vote in-
cluding: state sales tax, 
local sales tax, insurance 
premium tax, fuel tax, fees 
including court, vehicle, 
document filing, tuition, 
etc.  And these are the 
kinds of taxes that dispro-
portionately impact those 
of us at the lower end of 
the income spectrum.

This is NOT a Repub-
lican or Democrat issue. 
This is an issue of FAIR 
TAXATION FOR COR-
PORATIONS AND ALL 
ACROSS THE INCOME 
SPECTRUM.

Vote NO on Amendment 
1 on this year’s ballot!

Tim Knutson
Northwood

Echoes from the 
Loafers’ Club Meeting

I just read “The Shining” 
by Stephen King.

I thought you didn’t like 
horror novels.

I don’t. I shut my eyes 
during the scary parts.

Driving by Bruce’s 
drive

I have a wonderful 
neighbor named Bruce. 
Whenever I pass his drive, 
thoughts occur to me. A 
radio station played “You 
Can Call Me Al” by Paul 
Simon and dedicated it to 
me. I am a lucky guy.

I rode on a bus and lis-
tened to a fellow traveler 
tell me he was not good at 
sleeping. The only thing 
that helped was called cog-
nitive shuffling. He 
explained that the tech-
nique involved thinking of 
a random, emotionally neu-

tral word, for example, 
“tree.” He takes the first 
letter of the word, in this 
case “T,” and he thinks of 
as many items or objects as 
he can that begin with the 
same letter, such as “table,” 
“toaster” or “towel”—visu-
alizing each item as he 
thinks of them. Once he 
cannot think of any more 
words beginning with the 
letter T, he moves on to a 
second letter. He said he 
rarely makes it to a third 
letter before falling asleep.

I’ve learned
The best foldable device 

is a book.
You are a hypochondriac 

if you put cough syrup on 
your pancakes.

We never tipped the 
lunchroom ladies in school.

On my drive home from 
Northfield, I met many 
one-eyed cars and many 
more bright-eyed ones. 

Some were too bright-eyed, 
causing me to mumble, 
“Namaste.” In Sanskrit, 
that means “I bow to you.” 
In yoga, “namaste” is often 
said to mean “The light in 
me salutes the light in you.” 
If your high beams dim on 
their own, your car is using 
an automated system.

To be frank, I’d have to 
change my name.

Humpty Dumpty was 
pushed off the wall by a cat.

Bad jokes department
Why did the cat cross the 

road? Because the chicken 
had a laser pointer.

If my body were a car, I’d 
trade it in for a newer 
model because every time I 
sneeze, my radiator leaks 
and my exhaust backfires.

My wife asked me to stop 
singing “I’m A Believer” by 
The Monkees because she 
found it annoying. I thought 
she was kidding. Then I 

saw her face.
Why did Humpty 

Dumpty have a great fall? 
Because he was on edge all 
summer.

In the headlines
Bigfoot is never seen at a 

bowling alley. Researchers 
say shoe sizes are a big 
deterrent.

Snowman caught pick-
ing his nose in the produce 
department of a grocery 
store.

The Condescending Club 
has rules, but you wouldn’t 
understand them.

Cemetery refuses to bury 
anyone living in the area.

New fiber-laden cereal 
promises a colonoscopy 
preparation in every bowl.

A local couple went on a 
whale-washing tour. They 
thought it was a typo but 
learned it takes a long time 
to wash a humpback whale.

Nature notes
Laura Belin of Ames 

asked how long she should 
keep her hummingbird 
feeder up. I keep mine up 
for two weeks after I stop 
seeing any hummingbirds 
at them. I do so in case a 
straggler shows up and 
could use a convenient fill-
ing station. When that hap-
pens, I wish the tiny birds 
could tell me why they were 
running so late. I need 
more good excuses.

I watched a northern 
harrier hunt by floating 
low over the ground. Its 
buoyant flight reminds 
many of a butterfly’s. I 
quite like seeing the raptor 
once called a marsh hawk. 
The more, the harrier.

A young cardinal, its 
grayish-black bill not turn-
ing an orange-red color 
until the bird is 65-80 days 
old, was feeding on a plat-
form feeder offering black 
oil sunflower seeds. It fend-
ed off a female purple finch 
who thought the seeds were 
for sharing. There was a lot 
of feigning and stabbing 
the air with bills, but no 
apparent harm.

The yard blue jays were 
having a communal cow. 
They had discovered a 

perched owl or accipiter. 
Their common calls were a 
harsh, raucous “Jay, jay, 
jay!” I’m sure a blue jay, a 
dapper sentry of the neigh-
borhood, is a reliable listen-
er, even though it sounds 
as if it’s a constant inter-
rupter.

I marveled at the beauty 
of the red maple leaves. 
They had worked hard, and 
now they get to become 
breathtaking beauties. I 
found it impossible to find a 
loser in a legion of champi-
on leaves.

A woolly bear caterpil-
lar’s direction of travel is 
an instinctual search for a 
safe spot, not a conscious 
navigation towards a spe-
cific destination. It moves 
in search of a suitable 
hibernating spot to over-
winter, like under leaf lit-
ter or wood chips, which 
offer a freeze tolerance. The 
colors of the future Isabella 
tiger moth indicate the 
woolly worm’s age.

Meeting adjourned
“Kindness and polite-

ness are not overrated at 
all. They’re underused.”—
Tommy Lee Jones.

©️Al Batt 2026
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Ponderings from
the Batt Cave

By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.
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Letters to the Editor

By JoAnn Lower
He settled on the life of a 

farmer. Holsteins, Durocs, 
Leghorns and a few sheep. 
And at the end of an already 
long day, he’d begin welding 
the neighbors’ broken ma-
chinery, working into the 
night’s wee hours. 

“What do we owe you, 
Floyd,” they’d ask. 

“Just neighborliness,” 
he’d smile.

At age 27 a corn picker 
accident nearly took his life, 
but with a positive attitude 
and walking beside a loving 
God, he got back on that old 
B John Deere. 

“I’m not the owner of this 
land,” he’d say humbly. “I’m 
simply the caretaker.” 

He taught my brothers, 
Jimmy and Donny and me, 
a work ethic and a respect 
for others. His powerful 
deep bass voice that called 

the cows in from the pasture 
at milking time prayed our 
prayers with us at bedtime. 
With strong farmer hands, 
he created new machinery 
from old, brought water into 
the house and crocheted 
hair ribbons for his little 
granddaughter.

He was 59 years old when 
he died in 1976. His legacy 
of kindness, honesty and 
love live on.

A loving legacy



100 years 
ago

October 14, 1926
Mrs. O.T. Lee, 60, wife 

of the late Rev. O.T. Lee, 
who was pastor of the 
Northwood Norwegian 
Lutheran Church for nearly 
30 years, died at a St. Paul 
hospital. Funeral services 
will be held at the Synod 
Lutheran Church, with the 
pastor Rev. A.J. Torgerson, 
in charge. Burial will be in 
the Shell Rock Cemetery 
west of town. Pastor Lee 
died March 30, 1918.

Was your sleep disturbed 
early this morning by 
dreams that the Kaiser has 
broken loose again and that 
the imperial German troops 
were bombarding the com-

munity? If you live in town 
it is not likely your rest was 
troubled by anything more 
alarming than the boister-
ous noises of men and au-
tomobiles getting an early 
start for the pickings in the 
field on the first day of the 
open season on pheasants. 
But in the country districts 
the Bang of the 12-gauge 
shotguns started as early as 
the owners thereof thought 
they could “get away with it” 
and stay within reasonable 
legal limits. Worth County 
hunting licenses issued 
since the first of July total 
more than 700. Opposition 
to the open season is very 
pronounced in this vicinity.

While golden weddings 
are not common, 60th wed-
ding anniversaries are still 
more rare, but Mr. and Mrs. 
M.S. Perkins of this city 
celebrated such an event 

this week. They were mar-
ried in Northwood October 
11, 1866, in the house just 
north and across the street 
from the present creamery, 
then the residence of Je-
rome Bealls, justice of the 
peace, who performed the 
ceremony. Mrs. Perkins 
was Clara Towne, daughter 
of John E. Towne, and Mr. 
Perkins the son of W.H. 
Perkins, both of which 
families came to Hartland 
Township from Wisconsin 
as pioneer settlers in 1857. 
Mr. Perkins is the present 
commander of Randall Post 
of the G.A.R. and one of the 
four surviving members 
of the close to 100 original 
G.A.R. members in Worth 
County. There were 11 
children born to this union, 
nine of whom are still liv-
ing.
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Northwood 
Anchor Early Files

25 years
ago

October 17, 2001
Northwood “Our Buddies” 

VFW Post 6779 has a new 
face to show the public, 
thanks to Northwood resi-
dents Julie and Cassie Robb, 
who painted this U.S. flag 
on the west side of the post 
home facing U.S. Highway 
65 in mid-September. The 
Robbs used regular house 
paint to create the 9-by-5-
foot emblem, a ruler for the 
stripes and stencils to pain 
the stars, according to Julie 
Robb, whose father Donald 
Hagen is a VFW member.

The late Robert Tilson of 
Kensett was honored this 

past summer in ceremonies 
at the Iowa Firefighters Me-
morial in Coralville. Tilson, 
who died last December, 
was one of 88 deceased Iowa 
firemen whose names were 
added to memorial during 
the June 24 ceremony. He 
was a longtime member of 
the Vinton fire department 
before moving to Kensett in 
the 1970s.

Northwood “Our Buddies” 
VFW Post 6779 Auxiliary 
members Anita Glaster and 
Verna Weitzel got a hand 
from Northwood-Kensett 
third grade teacher Becky 
Okerlund while applying re-
flective patches to third-grad-
er Jared Wagner’s backpack 
last Friday during the auxil-
iary’s annual “Light-A-Tyke” 
safety promotion at N-K Ele-
mentary School. Jared is the 

son of Gary and Val Wagner 
of rural Northwood.

Beva Pixley will be hon-
ored for her 100th birthday 
Saturday, October 20, at her 
home, the Lutheran Retire-
ment Home, Northwood. 
Beva Mae (Godfrey) Pixley 
was born October 18, 1901.

Northwood public works 
department employee George 
Goeders took advantage of 
last Thursday mornings’ 
warm, bright, sunshiny 
weather by making waves 
and – if you looked just 
right – small “rainbows” 
while flushing the city’s fire 
hydrants. The city crew per-
forms the chore every spring 
and autumn in order to re-
move any rust and sediment 
that may have collected in 
the city’s water mains during 
the intervening seasons.

75 years 
ago

October 18, 1951
Five local students are 

attending Waldorf College 
in Forest City. They are Vir-
ginia Aamodt, LeAnn Evans 
and Howard Nelson, who 
are all seniors, and Donald 
Aamodt and Curtis Rustad, 
who are juniors.

Sgt. Lavon Hove, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hove 
of Northwood, was wounded 
in the fighting in Korea, how-
ever the injuries were not life 
threatening. Sgt. Hove was 
taken to a hospital in Japan 
where he is recuperating. He 
was sent to Korea and is a 
member of an infantry type 

unit in the 5th Cavalry Reg-
iment, 1st Cavalry Division.

The U.S. Senate approved 
the nomination of Nestor C. 
Sybilrud as postmaster at 
Glenville, Minnesota.

Lloyd Mowers of Browns-
dale, Minnesota, has bought 
the residence of the late Mrs. 
Belle Hermanson on North 
Fifth Street, Northwood. He 
and Mrs. Mowers expect to 
move here this fall. Some 
months ago, Mr. Mowers 
bought the former Skjeveland 
Blacksmith building on west 
Central Avenue. The Mow-
ers family formerly farmed 
southeast of Northwood.

At a congregational meet-
ing members of the First 
Lutheran congregation voted 
to extend a call to the Rev. 
Oscar Mikkelson, pastor at 
Spring Grove, Minnesota. 

The call committee hopes to 
receive an answer from him 
within a week or two.

Robert Helgeland is on 
vacation this week from the 
Dillon jewelry store. This 
Thursday he and his mother, 
Mrs. A.S. Helgeland, planned 
to go to Breckenridge, Minne-
sota, to visit a few days with 
his aunt, Mrs. Sam Nelson.

An article about Sidney 
Swensrud, Northwood native 
who now is president of 
Gulf Oil Corporation, fifth 
largest in the industry, was 
contained in this week’s issue 
of Time magazine. The story 
says that Gulf, under Swen-
srud’s dynamic leadership, 
is to spend $200 million on 
expansion, bringing its total 
expenditures on plants since 
the war, to over one billion 
dollars.

50 years 
ago

October 14, 1976
Don Harris was elected 

president of the Northwood 
Country Club at the annual 
meeting October 6 with Don 
Dahlby, vice president, and 
Lee Swenson, secretary trea-
surer.

Ideal weather conditions 
with warm days and light 
breezes during the past week 
have aided fall harvest with 
soybean virtually completed. 
Soybean yield has been 
reported as highly variable 
with 82 percent of the harvest 
completed throughout the 
state and almost 100 percent 
in the north central area.

The junior high football 
team lost 34-12 to Lake Mills 
Monday in a game played at 
Lake Mills. Scoring for the 
Vikings were Dean Moretz 
and Larry Alne. Coach Bob 
Perry said, “It was the poorest 
game played all year and the 
team was quite disappointed 
with the effort.”

Rick Perry, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Perry, 
Northwood, won third place 
in the nine-year old division 
at the district Punt, Pass and 
Kick contest at Bettendorf 
Saturday. Mike Lee, Manly, 
won second place in the eight 
year old division with a score 
of 183 1/2. First place score 
was 193 1/2.

The Northwood-Kensett 
Vikings lost another close 
game Friday night when 
Buffalo Center won 13-8. A 

questionable clipping call 
nullified a touchdown run, 
which would have added six 
more points to the Vikings’ 
total. 

The N-K junior high girls 
seventh grade basketball 
team posted a 32-19 victory 
over Adams of Mason City, 
last week. The eighth grade 
girls lost to Adams 25-16.

The Beta Chi chapter of 
Delta Gamma Sorority, Uni-
versity of Denver, announces 
that Margaret Johnson is a 
new pledge member. She is 
the daughter of Richard H. 
Johnson, Northwood. 

Jane Madson, daughter of 
Mr. And Mrs. Lloyd Madson, 
was recently pledged by Iowa 
Beta chapter of Pi Beta Phi 
Sorority at Simpson College, 
Indianola, where she is a 
freshman.

10 years      
ago

October 19, 2016
Farmers took advantage 

of the dry weather this pat 
weekend to harvest their 
corn before damp weather 
was forecasted to return.

Last week was Fire 
Prevention Week and the 
Northwood Volunteer Fire 
company did its part in 
preventing fires be educat-
ing local students on fire 
safety. That included a visit 
to the Northwood-Kensett 
preschool classroom, where 
they demonstrated a smoke 
alarm and make sure that 
the preschoolers knew what 
to do in a fire.

N-K head coach Dave 
Capitani, here looking over 
his team in last week’s 32-26 
win over Kee, was inducted 
into the IFCA Hall of Fame 
last week. “I’m truly hum-
bled to be honored by my 
colleagues,” said Capitani.

The Advanced Math class 
took a field trip to Trustile 
Doors, where engineers 
Chad Tiedemann and Tim 
Anderson talked about how 
geometry and trigonometry 
are used to design the doors, 
and gave them a tour of the 
facility that produces over 
600 doors per week and em-
ploys over 120 people.

N-K’s Terran Haberman 
soared above the competition 
last Tuesday night in Buffalo 
Center and finished her final 
regular season match with a 

career high 18 kills, giving 
her 148 (Garner stats not 
available) on the year. In the 
3-2 over North Iowa. Haber-
man also had 11 digs and 
was 19-21 at the service line 
with a team high six aces. 

Despite battling a bum 
knee that kept him out of 
action for a couple of weeks, 
N-K’s Garrett Thompson 
led a stingy Vikings defense 
with 10 tackles in last Friday 
night’s missed games and 
all, is sixth on the team this 
season with 36.5 tackles and 
second with two solo sacks.

Forty-two members of the 
Heartland Achievers 4-H 
Club showed up for their 
first meeting last month. 
They discussed many items 
of business and future 
plans.

Northwood  
Anchor Obituaries

Betty Jane Hegwood was 
born on March 30, 1926, and 
died on September 20, 2026.

Betty's services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, October 28, 2026, at 
Conner Colonial Chap-
el, 1008 First Ave. South, 
Northwood, Iowa. Visita-
tion will be one hour prior to 
the services at the funeral 
home. She will be laid to rest 
at Sunset Rest Cemetery in 
a private family committal. 

Following the services, 
a time of fellowship will be 
held at the Olson Commu-
nity Room, 902 First Ave. 
South, Northwood, Iowa.

Betty Jane Hegwood 
was born to Charles and 
Martha Miller on March 
30, 1926, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. As a child, she lived 
in Grand Rapids, Minneso-
ta and Mason City, Iowa. 
She married Stanley Myhre 
and they raised their two 
sons in Mason City and in 
Northwood. After Stanley’s 
death from kidney disease, 
she was married to Gilman 
Mondahl. Gil died from lung 
cancer and she then married 
Jim Hegwood and was mar-
ried to him until he passed 
away from heart disease.

After Jim’s death, Bet-
ty moved to Maple Court 
Apartments in Northwood. 
In November 2020, she 
moved to Indianola to be 
closer to her son and fam-
ily. Betty lived first in an 
independent apartment and 
then in Windsor Manor (as-
sisted living) until her death 
on September 20, 2026. She 
had celebrated her 100th 
birthday at a party with 
family and friends in March 
of 2026.

Throughout the years 
Betty worked at Harv and 
Dick’s Super Fare in North-
wood and Ristau in Mason 
City. She loved playing 
cards, puzzles, traveling, 

camping and trips to casi-
nos. Some of her fondest 
memories were camping 
with Jim in their fifth wheel.

Betty is survived by her 
sons, Chuck (Linda) Myhre 
of Indianola and Marty 
(Lynnette) Myhre of Vista, 
California. She is also sur-
vived by her grandchildren, 
Kim Myhre of Des Moines 
and Megan (Brian) Burke 
of Indianola and their chil-
dren, Gabriel, Amelia and 
Ashton. She is also survived 
by her brother, Don Miller 
of Omaha; and brother-in-
law, Chuck Fingalsen of 
Ruthven; as well as many 
nieces and nephews also 
survive her.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husbands; brothers, Russell 
Miller and Charles Miller; 
her sister, Pat Fingalsen; 
and a sister, Virginia, who 
died in infancy.

Betty’s family so appreci-
ates the wonderful care she 
was given at Windsor Man-
or. A special appreciation to 
all the staff who went above 
and beyond in caring for 
her.

Betty Hegwood

BETTY HEGWOOD

A Million Questions. 
One Answer:

Bronze Memorials 
Granite Headstones
Funeral/Cremation 

Pre-planning
30% Off
Any Marker/ 
Headstone We can help you 

design a 
Memorial for any 

North Iowa Cemetery

For Timeless Memories Since 1921

Leslie Gregory Ruby
Branch Manager

641-582-3282 • 641-210-0193 cell
116 L. St. • Forest City, IA 50436

Website: kjgems.com
E-mail: fcgraniteworks@kjgems.com

FOREST
CITY GRANITE WORKS

The community of 
Plymouth is taking part in a 
project that would return the 
old school bell back into town 
in the Old School Park. The 
project includes moving the 
bell and mounting it on a ped-
estal.

"We have construction 
estimates in the $15,000 
range. A WDCA grant has 
been applied for that could 
cover a portion of the cost, but 
we have to cover the remain-
ing balance. The Harman sis-
ters will match up to $500 in 
donations."

History of the Plymouth 
School Bell

Rural schools possess a 
strong connection to the 
memories Iowans have of 
their childhood and the com-
munities that shaped them. 
Iowa was established during 
the height of the educational 
reformation and developed 
public school systems almost 
immediately upon the state’s 
foundation. Most Iowa set-
tlers were firm in their belief 
of the importance of educa-
tion for all citizens.

The town of Plymouth, 
Iowa originated in 1858 as a 
stagecoach and mailstop. The 
first classes were held in a log 
cabin. The first schoolhouse 
was built in 1858. The build-
ing was eventually replaced 
with a structure that includ-
ed a cupola to house the 
school bell. A large bell with 
an estimated total weight of 
500 to 600 lbs. was procured 
from Jones & Company out of 
Troy, New York.

The bell marked the start 
and end of the day, signaled 
recess and taught many a 
Plymouth youth the impor-
tance of punctuality. The bell 
ended its reign with the com-
pletion of the new grade 
school in 1954. It was removed 
and gathered dust in storage 
for several years. In the early 
1960s, the school custodian, 
Bernie Gould, was cleaning 
out storage areas. No one 
knew what to do with a 600 lb 
bell. Bob Harman, a member 
of the school board, agreed to 
take the bell and transported 
it to his farm east of Plymouth.

Bob and Dorothy Harman 
safeguarded the bell for the 
next fifty plus years. It made 
an appearance on a float for 
the Plymouth Centennial and 
an occasional local celebra-
tion. The children and grand-
children loved to ring the bell 

and plug their ears when the 
loud, clear tone would sound. 
Bob died in 2016 and Dorothy 
in 2021. The century farm-
stead was to be sold. The 
decision to return the bell to 
the town of Plymouth was 
made. Before it could be safe-
ly displayed, an old, repaired 
crack in the cast iron frame 
needed to be repaired. 
Neighbor Duane Christiansen 
carefully transported the bell 
to Kruger Welding in Grafton, 
Iowa. Tom Kruger, metal 
artisan, designed and crafted 
the new yoke for the bell.

During the 1870s, Jones & 
Company was one of the pre-
mier bell makers in the 
United States, supplying 
massive tower bells to church-
es, courthouses, and newly 

established “Union” public 
school buildings across North 
America. The 1876 model 
was called “The Centennial 
Bell” and a surge of orders 
came in as the country 
showed their patriotism. 
Unlike cheap, dark grey cast-
iron farm/ dinner bells of the 
era, Jones & Company used 
high-grade bell metal bronze 
(a highly resonant alloy of 
copper and tin) which devel-
ops a distinctive green-
ish-brown patina over time. 
The raised lettering cast 
directly into the bronze bell 
reads:

THE JONES & 
COMPANY, TROY BELL 
FOUNDRY, TROY N.Y., 
1876.

Once again, the beautiful 
ring of the Plymouth School 
Bell will sound throughout 
the community. It is hoped it 
can be used for celebrations 
and reunions giving all a 
chance to reminisce about 
their childhood school days 
and be grateful for their edu-
cation - something that can 
never be taken away.

-Submitted by Julie Kuntz, 
Daughter of Bob and Dorothy 
Harman

Plymouth works to return 
bell to Old School Park
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Lake Mills News
Sports

Briefs

641-585-5555 

31,614 miles, 8 Cyl. - 6.7 L, Auto, 
4WD/AWD

$59,569

Ben’s Weekly 
Specials

2024 Ford F350 
Crew Cab Lariat

2023 Ford F350 
Crew Cab XLT

Ben’s 
Special Price

77,203 miles, EcoBoost 2.3L 
Turbo, Auto, 4WD/AWD

$26,069Ben’s 
Special Price

37,320 miles, EcoBoost 2.7L Twin 
Turbo, Auto, 4WD/AWD

$34,869Ben’s 
Special Price

23,000 miles, 8 Cyl. - 6.7 L, 
Auto, 4WD/AWD

$71,138Ben’s 
Special Price

www.forestcityford.com

2023 Ford Explorer XLT 2023 Ford F150 
Ext. Cab XL

"Where Customers Send Their Friends""Where Customers Send Their Friends"

745 Hwy. 69 N.
Forest City

#6990 Doc. 
Fee Applies

Lake Mills Municipal Airport

AIRPORT HANGAR 
FOR RENT

• Box Hangar
• 32’ l x 39’ w x 11.5 h

Great opportunity for aircraft owners 
looking for a hangar at a convenient, 

well-kept airport.

Contact 641-592-2441
brad.wempen@lakemillsiowa.gov

Located at 
Lake Mills, Iowa

3380’ Turf Runway

Drs. Michael & Thao Mehlhoff

641-592-2200

Now Accepting New Patients!

                   • Routine Exams
             • Dental Hygiene
         • Orthodontics
     • Teeth Whitening    
  • Compostie Veneers
• Emergency Dentistry

206 E. Main St. • Lake Mills, IA 50450
lakemillsfamilydental@wctatel.net

Hours:
Mon. - Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thurs. 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Care Center welcomes 
trick and treaters

LM Chamber 
Open House 
set for 
Tuesday

The Lake Mill Chamber 
and Development Corp. 
will hold a fall open house 
on Tuesday, October 27.

The open house will 
offer a chance to meet the 
chamber’s new director 
and board.

The open house will be 
held from 4-6 p.m., with a 
Community Visioning 
Presentation at 6 p.m.

The open house will be 
held at the Truman 
Helgeson Community 
Center in Lake Mills.

Salem 
Lutheran hosts 
trunk or treat 
Saturday

Salem Lutheran Church 
in Lake Mills will hold a 
trunk or treat event on 
Saturday, October 25, from 
4-5:30 p.m.

People will bring their 
cars with decorated trunks 
and costumed kids will be 
welcome to collect candy 
as they trick or treat at 
each trunk.

Lake Mills 
Orchard
While rainy weather condi-
tions weren’t favorable for 
some of their activities, the 
youngsters from the Lake 
Mills Community Preschool 
still had fun on their recent 
visit to the Corner Pump-
kin Patch, as they shared 
on Facebook. They learned 
about the life cycle of pump-
kins and how seeds are used 
and planted. They also got to 
look inside a pumpkin, and 
learned about the corn they 
grow at the Patch.

Students studying students
The students in the behavioral studies class at Lake Mills High School recently spent some 
time with preschool students as they learned about language development. The older students 
interviewed their younger counterparts to learn more about their linguistic development.

The Lake Mills Care 
Center and Mills Harbour 
will welcome trick or 
treaters on Halloween, 
October 31, from 5-6 p.m.

The Care Center will 
offer a lighted courtyard 
walk for the trick or treat-
ers.

By Julie Salisbury
The Lake Mills Bulldog 

cross country teams trav-
eled to Manly on a very 
rainy and cool Thursday for 
the Top of Iowa Conference 
cross country meet and had 
nine runners earn All-
Conference honors.

The girls team finished 
fourth overall and had four 
make all-conference. Kara 
Renneker placed ninth with 
a season best time of 21:38 
and received first team 
all-conference honors. 
Kaylie Sylvara finished 
14th with a personal best 
time of 21:58 and received 
first team all-conference 
honors. Tori Holtan was 
27th with a personal best 
time of 23:07 and earned 
second team all-conference 
honors. Lillian Young fin-
ished 30th with a time of 
23:22 and received second 
team all-conference honors. 
Katie Machin was 39th 
with a personal best time of 
24:38, Jaselyn Islas was 
49th with a time of 25:04 
and Laylah Ingledue was 
61st with a personal best 
time of 27:46.

The boys team placed 
second and had six runners 
receive all-conference hon-
ors. Lane Rygh led the boys 
with a third place finish 
and a time of 17:23, he 
received first team all-con-
ference honors. Carson 
Christianson was 16th with 
a time of 18:43 and received 
second team all-conference 
honors. Aiden Reese was 
20th with a time of 19:06 
and received second team 
all-conference honors. 
Wyatt Hansen was 22nd 
with a time of 19:08 and 
received second team 
all-conference honors. Caleb 
Skogen was 28th with a 
time of 19:29 and received 
second team all-conference 
honors. Brayden Eden was 
29th with a time of 19:31 
and received second team 
all-conference honors. 
Kaden Lee was 33rd with a 
time of 19:35.

Junior varsity girls had 
Kylie Schulz with a season 
best time of 27:50 which 
placed her first and Paige 
Frenette had a personal 
best time of 41:00, which 
put her second.

Junior varsity boys had 
Jesse Rygh with a personal 
best time of 19:39 which 
placed him first. Conner 
Helgeson was second with a 
personal best time of 19:44. 
Micah Skogen was third 
with a time of 19:50. Conner 
Van Roekel was sixth with 
a personal best time of 
21:03, and Case Casperson 
was 15th with a time of 
22:32.

Ten Bulldog runners earn All-Conference

Lake Mills cross country runners who earned Top of Iowa All-Conference honors at Thursday’s 
meet held in Manly at Pioneer Golf & Country Club.

Bulldog Lane Rygh crosses 
the finishline in third place at 
the Top of Iowa Conference 
meet held in Manly.

Bulldog Brayden Eden races 
to the finishline in 29th place 
earning all-conference hon-
ors.
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Meeting Minutes
Board of Directors

Lake Mills Community School 
District

October 12, 2026
Regular meeting of the board:
President Ryan Joynt called 

the regular meeting to order at 
5:00 P.M. in the Library–Media 
Center at 102 South 4th Avenue 
East, Lake Mills, Iowa, and de-
termined a quorum. The follow-
ing board members were pres-
ent: President Ryan Joynt, Vice 
President Kari Osheim, Jolene 
Helgeson, and Kristin Wempen. 
Jake Thompson was absent. Oth-
ers present included Superinten-
dent Chris Rogne, Secondary Prin-
cipal Steve Madson, Elementary 
Principal Connor Kem, Board Sec-
retary Drake Abbey, and guests.

Agenda:
Osheim moved to approve the 

agenda. Helgeson seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with 
all ayes.

Administrative and other re-
ports:

Mr. Rogne commented on an-
nouncements and celebrations. 
Talented and Gifted Teacher Ma-
rie Menke gave a TAG report and 
presented the updated plan for 
the TAG program. Mr. Madson 
gave a building-level report. Mr. 
Kem gave a building-level report. 
Mr. Rogne gave a system-wide 
report and facilities update. He 
commented on the declining en-
rollment trend, staffing levels, the 
TLC program, a school nutrition 
visit at Garner-Hayfield-Ventura, 
and financial metrics, especially 
the declining solvency ratio and 
the deteriorating position of the 
school nutrition fund and the gen-
eral fund.

Consent agenda:
Wempen moved to approve all 

items as presented on the consent 
agenda. Osheim seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried with all 
ayes.

1. Approval of previous min-
utes

2. Approval of officials
3. Approval of fundraisers: 

girls’ wrestling (clothing)
4. Approval of financial re-

ports, including the dividend pay-
ment from EMC Insurance

5. Approval of committee re-
ports

6. Acceptance of donations: 
cash donation from Emmons 
American Legion for the Bulldog 
Assistance Fund; cash donation 
from John K. and Luise V. Hanson 
Foundation for gym floor mats

7. Approval of personnel items
a. Resignations: Kassandra 

Quinby (from learner assistant 
and wrestling cheerleading coach); 
Madison Brandt (from learner as-
sistant)

b. New hires, appointments, 
and adjustments: Andrew Tenold 
(for middle school boys’ basketball 
coach, pending coaching autho-
rization); Lindsey Schnebly (for 
wrestling cheerleading coach); 
Alexia Jurgena (for learner assis-
tant)

8. Approval of open enrollment 
requests

a. In: John and Brittany Poulin 
request their 1st, 2nd, and 5th 
graders attend from North Iowa

9. Approval of partnerships & 
agreements

a. Inter-agency contract for 
special education instructional 
program with Mason City

b. Inter-agency contract for 
special education instructional 
program with Clear Lake

c. Inter-agency contract for 
special education instructional 
program with Northwood-Kensett

d. Contract for service with 
Teach to Heal (Danielle Theis 
Consulting, LLC)

New business:
1. Mr. Rogne presented a pro-

posed service agreement with 
Trane for HVAC units and con-
trols. Helgeson moved to approve 
a three-year scheduled service 
agreement with Trane for HVAC 
units and controls. Wempen sec-
onded the motion. The motion car-
ried with all ayes.

2. Osheim moved to approve 

the district’s updated Talented 
and Gifted Program Plan as pre-
sented. Wempen seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried with all 
ayes.

3. The board briefly discussed 
potential attendance at the up-
coming IASB BoardCon in Novem-
ber but took no formal action relat-
ed to it. The board did not appoint 
a representative for the delegate 
assembly.

Presentation and approval of 
bills:

1. Payment application num-
ber 5 and the final acceptance for 
the high school gym HVAC project 
were not ready, so the board did 
not act on this item.

2. Helgeson moved to approve 
payment of the list of bills as pre-
sented. Osheim seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried with all 
ayes.

Next meeting:
The next regular board meet-

ing is scheduled to be held in the 
Library–Media Center on Monday, 
November 9, 2026, at 5:00 P.M.

Closed session:
Wempen moved to enter 

closed session to conduct a mid-
year superintendent evaluation 
as allowed by Iowa Code Section 
21.5(1)(i). Helgeson seconded the 
motion. Joynt, Osheim, Helgeson, 
and Wempen voted aye. No mem-
bers voted nay. The motion carried 
on a 4-0 vote. The board entered 
closed session at 5:51 P.M.

The board returned to open 
session at 6:18 P.M.

Adjournment:
Wempen moved to adjourn the 

meeting. Helgeson seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with 
all ayes. The meeting adjourned at 
6:18 P.M.

Ryan Joynt, Board President
Drake Abbey, Board Secre-

taryList of bills:
Vendor Name	 Description	

Amount
Fund Number 10
General Fund
Access Systems, Supplies... 114.89
ACDA-American Choral Dir. 
Assoc.
Membership; auditions....... 335.00
Adobe, Subscription............ 419.88
AgVantage FS, Inc.
  Fuel................................. 5,459.35
Albert Lea Newspapers, Inc.
  Publications......................... 98.00
Amazon Prime, Supplies.. 1,978.94
Arnold Motor Supply
  Supplies............................... 73.44
Black Hills Energy
  Natural gas........................ 751.66
Bodenham, Dawn 
  Supplies............................. 158.90
City of Lake Mills
  Utilities......................... 10,856.57
Coloff Digital, LLC
  Website support................ 200.00
.Comfort Inn Altoona - Des Moines
  Lodging.............................. 213.70

Crisis Prevention Institute, Inc.
  CPI materials.................... 271.95
Des Moines Register #1150, The 
  Subscription........................ 83.01
Dick's Place, Towing........... 400.00
Don's Motor Mart, Fuel...... 430.00
Eocene Environmental Group, 
Inc., Training....................... 150.00
ESGI, LLC
  ESGI license................... 1,092.00
Everyday Speech LLC....................
  Curriculum........................ 599.99
Fiserv, Processing fees............ 1.42
Generation Genius, Inc.
  Supplies............................. 575.00
Gimkit, Supplies................... 59.88
Goodwin Tucker Group
  Service calls....................... 681.76
Greenfield, Allison 
  Supplies............................... 38.15
Hillyard Inc., Supplies..... 2,589.43
Hispanic Flamenco Ballet
  Field trip............................ 493.00
Huber Supply Company, Inc.
  Cylinder rental.................. 265.00
ICDA, Registration............... 35.00
Iowa Assoc. of School Business 
Officials, Conference........... 290.00
Iowa High School Music Associa-
tion, Audition fees............... 210.00
Iowa Pupil Transportation Associ-
ation, Membership.............. 240.00
Iowa School Finance Information 
Services, Inc.
  Actuarial services........... 3,750.00
ISEBA, Insurance............ 6,765.68
J.W. Pepper & Son, Inc.
  Supplies............................. 119.83
Kesler, Tiffany, Mileage..... 340.75
Knapp, Kehan, Services... 2,971.00
Koch Landscapes LLC
   Project............................ 5,000.00
Larson, Linda, Meals............ 71.74
Learning A-Z, Renewals..... 309.00
Manufacturers Bank & Trust 
Company, Fees...................... 83.20
Martin Brothers Distributing
  Supplies............................. 418.62
May, Rebecca, Supplies........ 34.49
Menards - Mason City
  Supplies............................... 95.91
Midwest Alarm Services
  Service call......................... 452.50
MusicSpoke.com
  Supplies............................... 24.00
NAPA Auto Parts, Supplies.. 33.37
National Arts Education Associa-
tion, Membership................ 130.00
NCIBA
  Honor band registration... 115.00
Nelson Septic Services LLC
  Services........................... 1,100.00
Nelson, Mike , Supplies...... 239.02
Next Generation Technologies, 
LLC, Monthly support........ 219.00
NIACC, Field trip tickets... 150.00
North Central International LLC
  Bus repairs........................ 296.77
Northwood Anchor
  Publications....................... 418.05
One Source The Background 
Check Company
  Background checks............. 24.50
opusevent.com
  Audition fees........................ 36.00
Peterson Sanitation, Inc.
  Trash pickup..................... 370.00

Poppler's Music, Inc.
  Supplies............................. 340.69
Really Good Stuff, LLC
  Supplies............................... 41.94
Rieman Music Inc.
  Supplies............................... 11.69
Rogne, Christopher 
  Physical............................... 70.00
Roxxem, Supplies................ 119.99
School Administrators of Iowa
  Membership ................... 1,754.00
School Health Corporation
  Supplies............................. 174.50
School Outlet, Supplies....... 187.35
School Specialty, LLC
  Supplies............................. 124.40
Singelstad Do It Best Hardware
  Supplies............................. 646.26
State Industrial Products
  Supplies.......................... 1,423.72
Teacher Synergy LLC
  Supplies............................... 10.70
Trafera, LLC, Chromebook.443.00
Turf Trimmers Plus, LLC
  Lawn care....................... 3,714.29
Ventris Learning LLC
  Supplies............................. 160.00
Verizon Wireless, Hotspot.... 40.01
Wex, Inc.
  Fuel and repairs................ 681.64
Whitaker Brothers Business 
Machines, Inc.
  Equipment...................... 3,936.99
Winnebago Cooperative Telecom 
Association
  Telephone and Internet.1,058.76
Winnebago County Recorder
  Registration fee................... 20.50
WM Corporate Services, Inc.
  Recycling............................ 729.96
Young Plumbing & Heating
  Service calls.................... 1,617.91
Fund Number 10............ 70,042.65
Fund Number 19
Non-Fiduciary Scholarship Fund
NIACC, Scholarship......... 1,000.00
Fund Number 19.............. 1,000.00
Fund Number 22
  Management Levy Fund
ISEBA, Insurance............ 1,130.07
Lake Mills CSD - Self-Insurance 
Fund, Insurance.................. 117.62
Fund Number 22.............. 1,247.69
Fund Number 71
  Self-Insurance Fund
Advantage Administrators
  Services........................... 7,906.62
Fund Number 71.............. 7,906.62
Fund Number 82............... Bulldog 
Assistance Fund
  Amazon Prime, Supplies..... 69.34
ARK Products, Supplies....... 74.97
Fund Number 82................. 144.31
Fund Number 21............................
Student Activity Fund
  Amazon Prime, Supplies... 248.76
Anderson, Steven
  Officiating............................ 90.00
Angell, Doug
  Officiating............................ 85.00
Band Shoppe, Supplies....... 800.25
Bethke, Matthew
  Officiating............................ 90.00
Bodenham, Dawn
  Supplies............................. 116.89
BPM DJ Services
  Services.............................. 500.00

Brackey, James
  Officiating.......................... 180.00
Central Springs Community 
School, Entry fee................. 150.00
Cheerleading Company, Inc.
  Uniforms......................... 1,456.38
DeArmoun-Moretz, Paige
  Officiating.......................... 170.00
Decker Sporting Goods
  Supplies.......................... 1,586.40
Drake, Brenda
  Officiating.......................... 175.00
Eichmeier, Larry
  Officiating.......................... 280.00
Forest City High School
  Entry fee............................ 100.00
Future Business Leaders of Amer-
ica, Inc., Dues...................... 192.00
Garner-Hayfield-Ventura Schools
  Entry fee............................ 150.00
Greiman, Todd, Officiating.430.00
ICCA, Fee............................ 150.00
Iowa FFA Association
  Dues................................ 1,018.00
Key, Jasen, Officiating........ 150.00
Kibbee, Randy, Officiating. 150.00
Kinney, Michael
  Officiating.......................... 150.00
Lee, Jim, Officiating........... 150.00
Lee, Randy, Officiating....... 150.00
Ludwig, Dale, Officiating.... 170.00
Mason City High School
  Entry fee............................ 470.00
McColloch, Daniel
  Officiating.......................... 150.00
Meyers, Ken, Officiating..... 174.00
Nalan, Mark, Officiating.... 175.00
Nevada High School
  Entry fee............................ 150.00
New Hampton High School
  Entry fee............................ 120.00
O'Connell, Michael
  Officiating.......................... 175.00
Rayfeather Studio
  Supplies............................. 133.00
Riddell All American Sports
  Supplies............................... 37.95
Riles, Brody, Supplies........... 65.24
Schill, Tom, Officiating....... 150.00
School Specialty LLC
  Supplies............................... 92.52
Shannon Wrestling and Timing, 
LLC, Services................... 1,119.24
Simonson, Adrain
  Officiating.......................... 150.00
Singelstad Do It Best Hardware
  Supplies............................... 37.89
Staudt, Steve, Officiating..... 90.00
Steimel, Clayton
  Officiating............................ 90.00
Suntken, Christopher
  Officiating.......................... 164.80
Suntken, Dave, Officiating.130.00
Swyter, Tim, Officiating....... 85.00
Tesar, Mark, Officiating..... 150.00
Three Oaks Greenhouse
  Supplies............................... 84.00
Tigges, Sandra, Officiating.150.00

Wentz, Larry, Officiating.... 175.00
Fund Number 21............ 13,207.32
Fund Number 33
  SAVE Fund
Access Systems Inc.
  Lease............................... 5,288.26
Fund Number 33.............. 5,288.26
Fund Number 36............................
Physical Plant & Equipment Levy 
Fund
Coloff Digital, LLC
  Website development..... 4,300.00
D&D Sales, Inc., Signs..... 1,016.00
HP, Workstation.............. 1,357.83
Koch Landscapes LLC
Project............................. 17,000.00
North Central International LLC
  Bus repair....................... 4,291.93
Quadient Leasing USA, Inc.
  Postage machine............... 519.42
Young Plumbing & Heating
  Equipment...................... 2,210.85
Fund Number 36............ 30,696.03
Fund Number 10
  General Fund
Fiserv, Processing fees........ 289.94
Fund Number 10................. 289.94
Fund Number 61............................
School Nutrition Fund
Anderson Erickson
  Supplies.......................... 3,381.91
David's Foods, Supplies........ 24.00
Martin Brothers Distributing
  Supplies........................ 11,042.87
Fund Number 61............ 14,448.78
List of officials:
Steve Staudt, MS Football, 
10/13/2026,.......................... $90.00
Steve Anderson, MS Football, 
10/13/2026,.......................... $90.00
Jim Brackey, MS Football, 
10/13/2026,.......................... $90.00
Larry Eichmeier, JJV-JV-V Vol-
leyball, 10/13/2026,........... $140.00
Todd Greiman, JJV-JV-V Volley-
ball, 10/13/2026,................ $140.00
Chris Suntken, V Football, 
10/16/2026,........................ $179.60
Adrian Simonson, V Football, 
10/16/2026,........................ $150.00
Michael Kinney, V Football, 
10/16/2026, ....................... $150.00
Randy Lee, V Football, 
10/16/2026,.......................  $150.00
Todd Greiman, V Football, 
10/16/2026, ....................... $150.00
Michael O'Connell, JV Volleyball, 
10/17/2026, ....................... $175.00
Larry Wentz, JV Volleyball, 
10/17/2026, ....................... $175.00
Randy Kibbee, JV Volleyball, 
10/17/2026,.......................  $175.00
Linda Keifer, MS Volleyball, 
10/22/2026, ......................... $85.00
Dale Ludwig, MS Volleyball, 
10/22/2026, ......................... $85.00

Lake Mills Community School

By Julie Salisbury
The Class 2A no. 13 Lake 

Mills volleyball team are the 
Top of Iowa Conference cham-
pions after defeating St. 
Ansgar and Osage last week.

Lake Mills first hosted 
Class 1A no. 14 St. Ansgar on 
Tuesday, October 13, and 
defeated them in four sets. 
The Saints won the first 
match 25-11 and then the 
Bulldogs took the next three 
sets, 25-20, 25-22 and 25-21.

Betsy Byars led the team 
with 17 kills, one block, six 
digs and 19-20 serving with 
one ace. Mackenzie Budach 
was right behind her with 15 
kills, one assist, one block, 13 
digs and 14-16 serving with 
one ace, and Ari Stensrud 
had 11 kills, one assist, four 
blocks, three digs and was 
10-11 serving. Afton Dean 
had 10 kills and two digs, and 
Regan Eastvold had three 
kills, 49 assists, nine digs and 
15-18 serving. Tori 
Sterrenberg had one kill and 
six blocks, Cora Sauer had 
two assists, 14 digs and was 
13-13 serving, and Hayden 
Wempen was 4-7 serving.

The Bulldogs as a team 
had 57 kills, 53 assists, 47 
digs, 12 blocks and were 75-85 
serving with two ace serves.

On Thursday, October 15, 
the Bulldogs met up with 
Osage, the top team from the 
Top of Iowa Conference East, 
for bragging rights, and what 
a match it was. 

The Bulldogs 
won set one quite 
easily, 25-14 and it 
appeared they 
wouldn’t have 
much trouble win-
ning in straight 
sets, but the Saints 
thought otherwise. 
In set two, the 
Saints won 25-19 
and then went on 
to win set three 
25-23. The 
Bulldogs bounced 
back in set four to 
win 25-19 and 
then traded leads 
with the Green 
Devils in set five 
before getting the 
win 15-13 to earn 
the title.

Byars led with 21 kills, 20 
digs, one block and 20-23 
serving with five ace serves. 
Budach had 15 kills, two 
assists, 23 digs, two blocks 
and was 11-11 serving with 
one ace and Stensrud had 15 
kills, nine digs, five blocks 
and was 12-15 serving with 
three ace serves. Dean added 
five kills and four blocks, and 
Sterrenburg had two kills, 
one dig and five blocks. 
Eastvold had one kill, 46 
assists, 15 digs, one block and 
was a perfect 26-26 serving 
with one ace, and Sauer had 
seven assists, 23 digs and was 
18-19 serving with two ace 
serves. Liz Oldencamp had 
one dig and was 3-4 serving 

and Wempen was 3-5 serving.
The Bulldogs had 59 kills, 

55 assists, 18 blocks, 92 digs 
and were 93-103 serving with 
12 ace serves.

Lake Mills traveled to 
Algona for tournament action 
on Saturday, October 17. See 
next week’s edition for results.

Post season play for the 
Bulldogs starts Wednesday, 
October 21, when they will 
host either Sioux Central or 
Pocahontas Area. 
Wednesday’s winner advanc-
es to play in Lake Mills on 
Monday, October 26, against 
either Garner-Hayfield/
Ventura or Emmetsburg. 
That winner will advance to 
play on Wednesday, October 
28, for a chance to go to state.

Bulldogs win conference title

The Lake Mills Bulldogs volleyball team celebrates after defeating the Osage Green Devils for 
the Top of Iowa Conference title on Thursday evening at NIACC.

Bulldog Mackenzie Budach sends a jump 
serve over the net. She was 11-11 on the 
night.

The Bulldogs celebrate a big point during Thursday's conference championship against Osage.



The Council of the City of 
Northwood met in regular session 
at City Hall on October 12, 2026 at 
6:00 pm with Mayor Doug Moehle 
presiding and the following council 
members present:

Teresa George-Zenz, Mike 
Bode, Annika Schreiber, Dan 
Reeder. Absent: Steve Peterson.

There was a motion by Reeder, 
second by George-Zenz to approve 
the agenda. Unam.

There was a motion by 
George-Zenz, second by Schreiber 
to approve the following under 
Consent Agenda: Meeting Minutes 
of September 14, 2026; Treasurer 
Report; Liquor License Renew-
al-Northwood Saloon; Claims as 
follows:

Payable to: For:	Amount
Principal, Insurance...........$706.20
NSB, Monthly ACH Fee......$20.00
Iowa Dept. of Revenue
  Sales Tax..........................$713.40
Iowa Dept. of Revenue
  WA Excise Tax..............$1,576.50
Wellmark BCBS
  Insurance..........................$301.68
Wellmark BCBS
  Insurance.......................$9,267.96
Wellmark BCBS
  Insurance..........................$786.60
Verizon Wireless
  Cell Phones, router-tr,fd..$107.09
Visa
  Conference, Supplies, email-
cc,lib....................................$486.42
Payroll, Wages...............$23,429.57
USPS, Mailing-cc...............$421.20
Alliant Energy
  Utilities........................$13,192.99
Payroll, Wages...............$26,318.37
Ace Professional Cleaning
  Services-cc..........................$50.00
Amber Julseth
  Mileage.............................$377.00
Badger Meter
  Services-pw.........................$76.32
Blue Valley Public Safety
  Siren clock........................$800.00
Brittany Low
  NB/Commercial Revit. Grant.......	
.......................................$25,000.00
Carquest, Supplies-pw.......$402.93
Clear Lake Sanitary District
  Testing-pw........................$232.50
Core & Main, Supplies-pw...$56.74
D & L Equipment
  Repairs-pw.....................$9,178.99
Decker Sporting Goods
  Supplies-rec...................$1,030.00
Enos Loberg
  Sprayer Repairs-pw.........$397.35
Falkstone, Supplies-pw......$781.53
Falkstone, Supplies-pw...$1,234.35
Farm & Commercial Solar
  Solar Project................$48,757.91
Federal Signal Corp.
  Siren.............................$31,131.42
Hawkins, Supplies-pw.........$40.00
Huber Supply Co.
  Supplies-pw........................$58.50
Iowa DNR
  Annual Water Use Fee....$120.00
Iowa One Call
  Services-pw.........................$20.90
JJ’s Hardware
  Supplies-pw,cc..................$742.39
Jane Podgorniak
  Clock Repair.....................$200.65
John Deere Financial
  Freight, supplies-pw........$429.50
Knutson Oil Co.
  Fuel-pw,tr......................$4,424.90
Kreamers Auto Repair
  Clock Repair..................$2,900.00
Mandy Bewley
  Water Deposit Refund.......$50.00
Marco, Services-cc..............$968.11
Martin’s Flag Co., Flags....$492.80
Metering & Technology...................	
  Supplies-pw...................$6,689.00
Mircobac, Testing-pw.........$335.00
Microbac, Testing-pw.........$856.25
Northwood Anchor
  Publications......................$573.81
Northwood Chiropractic
  DATA-pw,tr......................$265.00
Northwood Electric
  Services-siren................$1,545.20
Northwood Electric
  Repairs Street Light.....$8,525.00
Northwood Sanitation
  Garbage Services.........$11,426.00
Northwood Sanitation
  Fall Clean-up.................$4,851.69
OPD Solutions, Supplies-cc.$70.87
Plunkett’s Pest Control
  Olson Room.......................$105.14
Quality Pump & Control
  WW Yearly Maintenance..............	
.........................................$2,969.00
Star Equipment
  Rental Tar Machine-pw ...............	
.........................................$3,796.44
Trading Post
  Supplies-pw......................$163.43
VanDiest Supply Comp
  Supplies-pw......................$850.00
WCTA, Phone/Internet......$712.51
Worth County Engineer
  Fuel-pd...........................$1,373.41
Worth Co. Sheriff 
  28E Law Enforcement..................	
.......................................$38,628.50
Worth Lumber
  Supplies..............................$65.83
Library:
Alliant Energy, Utilities....$399.63
Visa, Visa............................$188.43
Ace Professional Cleaning
  Services...............................$60.00
Globe Gazette
  Newspaper Subscription...............	
............................................$654.39
Ingram Library Services
  Books..............................$1,163.95
James Kenyon, Books........$117.00
Marco
  Copier Contract..................$90.72
Northwood Theatre
  SRP Party.........................$176.00

Summary of September 2026 
receipts by fund type:  Gener-
al - $60,555.66; Special Reve-
nue-$69,286.95; Debt Service 
- $7,990.53; Capital Projects-$0; 
Enterprise- $113,859.63; Trust & 
Agency - $771.89.

Summary of September 2026 
disbursements by fund type:  Gen-
eral - $73,235.94; Special Reve-
nue-$27,641.44; Debt Service-$0; 
Capital Projects-$0; Enterprise- 
$57,873.92; Trust & Agency - $0.

Roll was called and the follow-
ing voted aye: George-Zenz, Bode, 
Schreiber, Reeder. Absent: Peter-
son.

There was a motion by Reeder, 
second by Schreiber to adjourn. 
Unam.

Doug Moehle, Mayor
Amber Julseth

City Administrator/Clerk

The Kensett City Council met 
in regular session 09/14/2026 at 
7:00 P.M. at City Hall with Mayor 
Richard Olson presiding. Coun-
cil Members present were Ryder 
Lestrud, Brandee Cooper, Eil Gile, 
and Kris Woltzen. 

Absent: LaRue Douglas
Visitors: Richard Bauer, Larry 

Larson
Olson called meeting to order.
Motion to approve agenda by 

K. Woltzen, 2nd E. Gile, carried 
unanimously.

Motion to approve minutes by 
K. Woltzen, 2nd B. Cooper, carried 
unanimously

Maintenance Report: N/A    
The Clerk mentioned the 

monthly grant that is received 
from the WCDA.

Old Business: 
Stading Property - Empty lot 

next to the Stading Residence. 
City of Kensett has talked with 
the lawyer to obtain quick claim 
deed for the Stadings to purchase 
the empty lot that is next to them. 
Once the City has the Quick Claim 
Deed, we will have the deed nota-
rized and filed through the courts. 

New Business:
Proposal from L&M and Kru-

ger Electric for Well Houses (West 
& Old Fire Station) – Mayor has 
finally obtained quotes. $8815 for 
the West (20 hp) and $6615 for the 
Old Fire Station (10 hp). Motion to 
approve purchase by E.Gile, 2nd 
R. Lestrud, carried unanimously.

Jasper Family Foundation 
Grants – Mayor has proposed 
in obtaining playground equip-
ment for the Community Center 
through this foundation grant. 
Mayor is going to obtain quotes, 
and City Clerk will complete on-
line form for the grant. 

Steel Speed Limit Sign Posts 
– Mayor has obtained quote from 

Iowa Prison Industries for new 
Steel Posts for the Speed Limits 
Signs. Motion to approve purchase 
by R. Lestrud, 2nd E. Gile, carried 
unanimously.

Mayors Report: N/A
Council Reports: N/A 
Treasurer’s Report: Septem-

ber Revenues by Fund: General 
$3,686.63, Utilities $7,519.74, 
Special $9,253.51. Total Reve-
nues: $20,459.88.  Stands ap-
proved as read.

Motion to approve bills by K. 
Woltzen, 2nd by E. Gile, carried 
unanimously.

Payable: Alliant Energy 
$2,543.57, WCTA $361.85, Bar-
bara Luckason $614.12 (net), Lisa 
Luskey-Lestrud $580.86 (net) 
Richard Bauer $844.89 (net), 
Wendy Varner $1,290.38 (net), 
Richard Olson $230.87 (net) Don-
ald Flint $2,022.71 (net) Federal 
& SS $1,293.21 (payroll), IPERS 
$1,136.35 (payroll), Water Service 
Tax $126.79 (water), AgSource 
$152.95 (water), KFD $400.00 (fire 
protection), Kensett Water Works 
$112.50 (sewer fees), Waste Man-
agement $1706.73 (garbage & re-
cycling), Randy Bratrud $1,287.00 
(mowing) ICAP $20,224.00 (insur-
ance) Menards $313.46 (general), 
ULINE $142.60 (general), Brick 
Gentry $280.00 (lawyer), D&L 
Equipment $885.38 (general), 
NEXUS $1,385.74, Wendy Varner 
$11.02 (USPS Certified Mail).

Disbursements by Fund: Gen-
eral $23,488.58, Special $153.63, 
Utilities $4,877.60, Payroll 
$9,300.39 (gross)     

Total Disbursements: 
$37,820.20

Motion to adjourn by E. Gile, 
2nd by R. Lestrud, carried unan-
imously.

Wendy Varner, City Clerk                                           
Richard Olson, Mayor

The Kensett City Council met 
in regular session 10/12/2026 at 
7:00 P.M. at City Hall with Mayor 
Richard Olson presiding. Coun-
cil Members present were Ryder 
Lestrud, Brandee Cooper, Eil Gile, 
and Kris Woltzen. 

Absent: LaRue Douglas
Visitors: Richard Bauer, Larry 

Larson, Donald Flint, Mike Peter-
son

Olson called meeting to order.
Motion to approve agenda by 

K. Woltzen, 2nd E. Gile, carried 
unanimously.

Motion to approve minutes by 
K. Woltzen, 2nd R. Lestrud, car-
ried unanimously

Maintenance Report: N/A    
The Clerk mentioned the 

monthly grant that is received 
from the WCDA.

Old Business: 
There was no new business to 

discuss
New Business:
Mike Peterson was present at 

the meeting for his snow removal 
proposal for the 2026/2027 winter.   
Motion was approved by K. Wolt-
zen and 2nd R. Lestrud, carried 
unanimously, to hire Peterson Ex-
cavating for snow removal for the 
City of Kensett. 

100 Walnut Street may be 
coming up for purchase in the 
near future. If the City of Kensett 
can purchase for under $5,000 the 
council approves. Motion was ap-
proved by K. Woltzen and 2nd E. 
Gile, carried unanimously. 

Mayors Report: N/A
Council Reports: N/A 
Treasurer’s Report: Septem-

ber Revenues by Fund: General 
$3,836.63, Utilities $7,564.48, 
Special $9,719.11. Total Reve-
nues: $21,120.22.  Stands ap-
proved as read.

Motion to approve bills by E. 
Gile, 2nd by R. Lestrud, carried 
unanimously.

Payable: Alliant Energy 
$2,945.57, WCTA $372.03, Bar-
bara Luckason $377.59 (net), Lisa 
Luskey-Lestrud $659.09 (net) 
Richard Bauer $874.15 (net), 
Wendy Varner $1,290.38 (net), 
Richard Olson $230.87 (net) Don-
ald Flint $1,952.16 (net) Federal 
& SS $1,242.04 (payroll), IPERS 
$1,014.11 (payroll), Water Service 
Tax $127.50 (water), AgSource 
$163.15 (water), KFD $400.00 
(fire protection), Kensett Water 
Works $112.50 (sewer fees), Waste 
Management $1706.73 (garbage & 
recycling), IOWA DNR $120.00 
(annual fees - gen.), JJ Hardware 
$143.97 (general), Randy Bra-
trud $891.00 (general), Menards 
$153.63 (gen.), Iowa Prision In-
dustries $446.36 (gen.), City of 
Northwood $2,750.00 (mosquito 
spray – gen.), Iowa DOT $168,10 
(Home Base Signs – spec.), ITRON 
$201.97 (Radio Maintenance – 
gen.), Hawkins $560.51 (gen.), 
Kibble Equipment $50.00 (gen.), 
Northwood Anchor $251.41 (gen.), 
Wendy Varner $370.12 (mileage 
– spec.), Richard Olson $365.56 
(mileage – gen.), Landfill of North 
Iowa $38 (gen.) D & L Equipment 
$764.26 (gen.)

Disbursements by Fund: Gen-
eral $8,204.21, Special $903.78, 
Utilities $3,718.00, Payroll 
$7,640.39 (gross)     

Total Disbursements: 
$20,466.38

Motion to adjourn by R. 
Lestrud, 2nd by B.Cooper, carried 
unanimously.

Wendy Varner, City Clerk                                           
Richard Olson, Mayor
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PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
CARDCARD

Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

91 9th St. S., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-9844  Fax 641-324-9844

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. Thursday
First Lutheran Church

For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244

NORTHWOOD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

641-324-1340

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. -  Noon

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Notice of Sheriff's Levy 
and Sale

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT 
COURT IN ANO FOR 

WORTH COUNTY
STATE OF IOWA
WORTH COUNTY
Iowa District Court 

Worth County
Case #: EQCV013083

Civil #: 26-000257
UNION HOME MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION

vs
ROSA OFELIA RENTERIA 
GARZA; UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, SECRETARY 
OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE, IF 
ANY, OF ROSA OFELIA 
RENTERIA GARZA; 
PARTIES IN POSSESSION

Special Execution
As a result of the judgment 

rendered in the above refer-
enced court case, an execution 
was issued by the court to the 
Sheriff of this county. The ex-
ecution ordered the sale of de-
fendant(s)

Real Estate
Described Below
To satisfy the judgment. 

The Property to be sold is
LOT THREE (3), IN 

BLOCK SIXTY-NINE (69), 
IN THE TOWN OF NORTH-
WOOD, WORTH COUNTY, 
IOWA

Property Address: 95 4TH 
ST N, NORTHWOOD, IA 
50459

The described property will 
be offered for sale at public 
auction for cash only as fol-
lows:

Sale Date: 11/10/2026;  Sale 
Time:  10:00; Place of Sale: 
WORTH COUNTY SHER-
IFF'S OFFICE, 1000 CEN-
TRAL AVE, NORTHWOOD, 
IA 50459

Homestead: Defendant is 
advised that if the described 
real estate includes the home-
stead (which must not exceed 
1/2 acre if within a city or 
town plat, or, if rural, must 
not exceed 40 acres), defen-
dant must file a homestead 
plat with the Sheriff within 
ten (10) days after service of 
this notice, or the sheriff will 
have it platted and charge the 
costs to this case.

This sale not subject to Re-
demption.

Property exemption: Cer-
tain money or property may 
be exempt. Contact your at-
torney promptly to review 
specific provisions of the law 
and file appropriate notice, if 
acceptable.

Judgment Amount:  
$72,665.30; Costs:  $4,101.45; 
Accruing Costs:  PLUS; Inter-
est:  $6,541.87; Sheriff's Fees: 
Pending; Date: 09/23/2026; 
JESSEE LUTHER, WORTH 
COUNTY SHERIFF; Attor-
ney: ARLET COSTILLA, 4601 
WESTOWN PKWY SUITE 
25, WEST DES MOINES, IA 
50266, (515) 223-7325.

41-2t

Notice

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
PROPOSED REPAIRS 

AND/OR IMPROVEMENTS
DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

NO. 6/LAT 7 
WORTH COUNTY, IOWA

TO: BETZ REVOCABLE 
TRUST, GORDON HAGEN 
ENTERPRISES INC, CLAY 
HAGEN, JEFFREY HAGEN, 
MICHAEL HELGESON, DA-
VID HELGESON, RANDY 
L & DORENE A HOLSTAD, 
VICTOR D KNUDTSON 
RESIDUARY TRUST, EVE-
LYN M KNUDTSON, MAT-
THEW R OLSON, SHARRY 
G OLSON FAMILY TRUST, 
HELGESON FAMILY 
TRUST, MICHAEL A & GAY-
LE A THOMPSON,  WORTH 
COUNTY SECONDARY 
ROADS, property owners as 
shown above, encumbrancers, 
lienholders, unknown heirs 
and claimants by will, to all 
whom it may concern, includ-
ing the actual occupants of the 
land, or tract of land, described 
in and including Drainage Dis-
trict No. 6/Lat 7, Worth Coun-
ty, Iowa.

YOU AND EACH OF YOU 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that the Board of Supervisors 
of Worth County, Iowa, acting 
as trustees on behalf of Drain-
age District No. 6/Lat 7 in said 
county has employed Bolton 
& Menk, Inc as an engineer 
to determine the feasibility or 
the necessity of having repairs 
and/or improvements, all con-
cerning the drainage facilities 
of Drainage District No. 6/Lat 

7 in order to provide adequate 
drainage and relief for the 
lands included in said Drain-
age District No. 6/Lat 7.

YOU ARE FURTHER NO-
TIFIED that the Board of 
Supervisors of Worth County 
requested that said engineer 
make a preliminary survey 
and investigation of the pos-
sible repairs and/or improve-
ments of Drainage District No. 
6/Lat 7.

YOU ARE FURTHER NO-
TIFIED that the drainage 
engineer Bolton & Menk, Inc 
has filed their report with the 
Auditor of Worth County in 
which they recommend certain 
repairs and/or improvements.  
That the engineer’s estimate 
for the costs of the proposed 
repairs/improvements are as 
follows:

The Engineer’s estimate 
for the total cost for proposed 
repairs and/or improvements 
is between $271,000 and 
$369,000. A description and 
breakdown of the estimated 
costs are shown in the engi-
neer’s report on file. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NO-
TIFIED that this report and 
recommendations in full are 
available online at https://
worthcountyiowa.gov/auditor/
drainage/ and also on file in 
the office of the Worth County 
Auditor at the Courthouse in 
Northwood, Iowa, for your in-
formation. You are encouraged 
to obtain a copy and review the 
report prior to the date set for 
hearing in this notice.  Said re-

ports have been reviewed and 
considered by the Board of Su-
pervisors, and they have been 
tentatively approved as the 
board has determined that the 
repairs and improvements are 
necessary and feasible.  

The Board of Supervisors 
will also consider the appro-
priate interest to charge on 
stamped warrants and deter-
mine the length of time that 
assessments may be paid of 
not less than ten (10) nor more 
than twenty (20) years.

YOU ARE FURTHER NO-
TIFIED that the Board of 
Supervisors of Worth Coun-
ty, acting on behalf Drainage 
District No. 6/Lat 7 has fixed 
a time and place of hearing on 
said report and proposed re-
pairs/improvements, for Mon-
day, November 16 at 9:30 A.M. 
at the Worth County Court-
house. If you are unable to at-
tend the meeting in person you 
can contact the Worth County 
Auditor at 641-324-2316 to ob-
tain the online Zoom link. 

At said hearing the Board of 
Supervisors shall hear objec-
tions to the feasibility of such 
repairs, improvements, and of 
the drainage district as may 
be presented by and for any 
landowner in the District.  The 
report of the engineer as filed 
herein may be amended before 
final action is taken thereon 
by this Board of Supervisors. 
This hearing may be contin-
ued from time to time without 
further notice as determined 
by this Board of Supervisors.

YOU ARE FURTHER NO-
TIFIED THAT ALL OBJEC-
TIONS TO THE ENGINEER’S 
REPORT OR TO ANY MAT-
TER CONNECTED WITH 
THIS HEARING MUST BE IN 
WRITING AND FILED WITH 
THE WORTH COUNTY AU-
DITOR AT OR BEFORE THE 
TIME FIXED FOR HEARING.  
Any interested party may be 
heard in an argument by him-
self or by counsel.  Anyone who 
fails to object shall be held to 
have waived all objections and 
claims for damages.  Any in-
terested party may file a writ-
ten supporting statement with 
the Auditor, at or before the 
date of the hearing.  

YOU ARE FURTHER NO-
TIFIED that if you fail to ob-
ject, the Board of Supervisors 
can make a final decision to 
make repairs and/or improve-
ments of Drainage District 
No. 6/Lat 7, acquire additional 
right of way, annex addition-
al lands and reclassify. As a 
consequence of your failure to 
object you lose your right to 
appeal the final decision with-
in twenty (20) days to the Iowa 
District Court.

This notice is published 
and mailed as provided by law 
at the direction of the Board 
of Supervisors of Worth Coun-
ty, Iowa, acting on behalf of 
Drainage District No. 6/Lat 7.

Jacki A. Backhaus
Worth County Auditor

Notice

October 12, 2026
Forty-second Day

The Worth County Board of 
Supervisors met pursuant to ad-
journment with Mark Smeby, A.J. 
Stone and Enos Loberg, present.  
All members voting “AYE” unless 
noted.  

Meeting called to order by 
Loberg, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Motion Smeby/Second Stone 
to approve today’s agenda and 
October 5, 2026 minutes.  Motion 
carried.               

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
approve Addendum No. 1 to the 
plans and specifications for the 
Worth County, Iowa Administra-
tion Office Building Project.  Mo-
tion carried.  	

Motion Smeby/Second Stone 
to approve drainage claims in the 
amount of $70,238.25 per the fol-
lowing schedule.  Motion carried.  
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 18 
MAIN, Prof Services......10,535.50
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 46 
MAIN OPEN DITCH, Prof Ser-
vices..................................2,424.00 
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 6 MAIN, 
Prof Services.....................1,649.00 
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 7 MAIN, 
Prof Services.....................1,256.00 
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 18 
MAIN, Prof Services........8,318.50 
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 46 
MAIN OPEN DITCH, Prof Ser-
vices..................................1,960.00 
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 6 MAIN, 
Prof Services........................956.00 
Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 7 MAIN, 
Prof Services.....................2,041.00 
Worth County Treasurer, DD 
48 LOWER MAIN TILE/LAT 1 
TILE, 2026 TAX DD 48...6,736.00 
Mike Petersburg, DD 23 LAT 9, 
Repairs..............................4,425.00 
Goodwin Law Office, P.C., DD 
72 MAIN OPEN DITCH, Prof 
Services..................................57.50 
A1 Excavating & Drainage Inc., 
DD 2 MAIN, Repairs......28,479.75 
A1 Excavating & Drainage Inc., 
DD 46 MAIN OPEN DITCH, 
Repairs.................................500.00 
A1 Excavating & Drainage Inc., 
DD 46 MAIN OPEN DITCH, 
Repairs.................................900.00 
Grand Total....................70,238.25 
Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
approve claims in the amount of 
$1,267,692.73 per the following 
schedule.  Motion carried.  
Access Systems Leasing
  Service-Dap, Eng & Asr.1,542.45 
Activated Insights
  Service-Phd........................197.88 
Agvantage Fs Inc
  Fuel-Eng.........................7,546.52 
Amazon Capital Services
  Supplies..........................5,716.91 
Arnold Motor Supply
  Parts-Eng........................1,105.22 
At&T Mobility
  Service-It/Gis.....................303.32 

Axon Enterprise, Inc.
  Supplies-Shf......................174.40 
Baler And Compactor Service 
Company, Service-Sdp........664.00 
Bauer Built Tire Inc
  Service-Eng.......................520.22 
Bcn Telecom, Service-Gsr...189.75 
Bmc Aggregates Llc
  Rock-Eng........................2,007.47 
Bolton & Menk Inc
  Service-Con.....................2,414.66 
Brian M. Kuchay, Md
  Ems Contract....................100.00 
Carquest Auto Parts Inc
  Supplies-Eng..................3,031.75 
Cdw Government Llc
  Supplies-Dap.....................693.65 
Cemstone Concrete Materials, Llc
  Supplies-Eng..................3,986.25 
Central Square Technologies, Llc
  Service-911.....................6,700.66 
Centurylink, Service-Eng...183.05 
Chad Wurtzel, Reimb-Shf...408.06 
City Of Carpenter
  Rutf-Eng..............................26.96 
City Of Fertile, Rutf-Eng.1,692.12 
City Of Grafton
  Rutf-Eng.........................1,008.29 
City Of Hanlontown
  Rutf-Eng............................439.49 
City Of Joice, Rutf-Eng....1,213.86 
City Of Kensett, Rutf-Eng..560.37 
City Of Manly, Service-Eng..85.20 
City Of Northwood
  Service-Eng.......................699.20 
Com-Tec Land Mobile Radio
  Service-911.....................6,189.76 
Cresco Building Services, Inc.
  Service-Cap.................485,968.06 
Culligan Of Mason City
  Service-Gsr........................139.60 
D & L Equipment
  Parts-Con...........................129.95 
Dave Syverson Inc
  Parts-Eng.............................61.60 
Des Moines Stamp Mfg Co
  Supplies-Rec......................149.45 
Eilertson Repair
  Service-Con.....................1,606.08 
Electronic Engineering
  Service-Eng.......................540.09 
Eurofins Test America
  Service-San........................549.00 
Falkstone Llc, Rock-Eng..7,493.33 
Fallgatter's Market Inc
  Supplies-Con.......................13.83 
Freeborn County Coop Oil
  Fuel-Eng.......................51,140.98 
Greve Law Office
  Rent & Payroll-Aty........7,526.50 
Groe Electric Inc
  Service-Eng.......................777.76 
Heartland Asphalt Inc
  Supplies-Eng..................1,995.60 
Heartland Power Coop
  Service-Wwt...................2,171.39 
Huber Supply Co Inc
  Supplies-Eng.....................326.50 
Hy-Vee, Inc.
  Service-Shf......................2,786.00 
I35/105 Welcome Center Inc.
  Fy Sept H/M Tax-Ndp....3,314.84 
Iaao, Dues-Asr.....................510.00 
Imwca
  Wk Comp Prem-Ins......10,342.00 
Jesse Luther, Reimb-Shf......22.26 

Jj's Hardware
  Supplies-Gsr......................492.67 
Joe's Collision & Performance Inc
  Service-Shf...........................88.70 
Katrina Neve
  Reimb-Shf............................19.58 
Knudtson Automotive Service
  Service-Eng.......................659.92 
Kris Engineering Inc
  Parts-Eng......................35,937.50 
Kruger Electric Llc
  Service-Wat.......................460.95 
Lawson Products Inc
  Parts-Eng...........................705.90 
Madison Liquidators Llc
  Supplies-Eng................13,473.90 
Madsen Construction
  Service-Cap.................449,145.18 
Manly Junction Signal
  Service-Shf.........................340.00 
Matrixcare Home Health & Hos-
pice Llc, Service-Phd........3,518.44 
Mercyone North Iowa Occupation-
al Health
  Service-Phd..........................63.00 
Mitchell Co Sheriff
  Service-Shf......................4,420.00 
Nassco Inc., Supplies-Gsr...175.93 
Neapolitan Labs Llc
  Service-Aud....................1,500.00 
Nelson Family Trust
  Rent-Shf.............................300.00 
Nena, Edu-911....................150.00 
North Central International
  Service-Eng..................10,236.48 
Northwood Anchor Inc
  Service-Shf.........................597.40 
Northwood Electric Inc
  Supplies-Gsr......................106.19 
Northwood Sanitation Llc
  Service-Gsr........................241.50 
Nsb Bank, Supplies-Rec.......70.10 
Nuss Truck & Equipment Inc
  Parts-Eng........................1,453.92 
Plunkett's Pest Control Inc
  Service-Con..........................87.28 
Richard Brumm, Edu-Eng....25.00 
S&H Environmental Services Llc
  Service-Wat & Wwt......20,820.85 
Shane Batton, Service-Gsr.325.00 
Singelstad's Hardware
  Supplies-Eng.....................180.24 
Kevin Springer Construction
  Service-Cap...................32,245.00 
Swany's, Supplies-Eng..........90.00 
Thomas Reid, Postage-Vaf..164.00 
T-Mobile, Service-Dap........877.83 
Trading Post, Service-Eng..428.28 
Tree Town Consultants, Llc
  Service-Shf....................17,000.00 
Tripoli Llc, Service-San......700.00 
Truck Center Companies
  Parts-Eng.............................48.38 
Waste Management Of Iowa Inc
  Service-Sdp.....................3,300.00 
Wex Bank, Service-Tra....2,665.61 
Whks & Co, Service-Eng..1,161.88 
Winnebago Coop Telephone Assn
  Service-Gsr.....................3,819.69 
Winn-Worth Betco
  Fy27 2nd Qtr-Org.........16,521.50 
Worth Co Historical Society
  Fy Sept H/M Tax-Ndp....3,314.84 
Worth County Engineer
  Fuel-Shf..........................6,646.78 
Worth County Fair

  Fy27 Sept H/M Tax-Ndp.4,972.25 
Worth County Sheriff
  Service-Juj........................ 194.24 
Worth Lumber Co
  Supplies-Eng.....................980.24 
Grand Total...............1,267,692.44 

Motion Stone/Second Smeby 
to approve the sheriff and clerk 
of court’s monthly report and the 
sheriff and recorder’s quarterly re-
ports.  Motion carried.

Motion Smeby/Second Stone 
to approve Resolution 2026-35 
– 2026/2027 Interfund Transfer 
Resolution.  Roll call vote – Ayes:  
Smeby, Stone, Loberg.  Motion 
carried.  (Full text of resolution 
available in auditor’s office).      

2026/2027 INTERFUND 
TRANSFER RESOLUTION 
#2026-35	

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
by the Worth County Board of 
Supervisors that the County Au-
ditor is hereby directed to trans-
fer $49,747.40 from the Capital 
Projects Fund (1500) to the Sec-
ondary Roads Fund (0020).  This 
is the amount that was spent by 
Secondary Roads to complete the 
Vine Culvert Replacement in Sep-
tember.  These were designated as 
Urban Renewal Projects funded 
by the proceeds from the General 
Obligation Urban Renewal Bonds, 
Series 2023A.     

Adopted this 12th day of Octo-
ber 2026.

Worth County Board of Super-
visors

Enos Loberg, Chairperson
Attest:	  Jacki A. Back-

haus, Auditor
Chairperson Loberg recessed 

the regular session at 8:47 A.M.
Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 

open the Public Hearing at 9:00 
A.M. on the proposal to enter into 
a General Obligation Urban Re-
newal Loan Agreement.  Motion 
carried.  Public comment was 
heard from Don Anderson and 
Dan Reeder.     

Motion Smeby/Second Stone to 
close the Public Hearing at 9:20 
A.M.  

Chairperson Loberg recon-
vened the regular session at 9:20 
A.M.  	

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
approve Resolution 2026-36 Res-
olution taking additional action 
on proposal to enter into General 
Obligation Urban Renewal Loan 
Agreement, setting parameters for 
the sale of Bonds, and approving a 
bond purchase agreement and an 
official statement.  Roll call vote 
– Ayes:  Smeby, Stone, Loberg.  
Motion carried.    (Full text of reso-
lution available in auditor’s office).      

Motion Stone/Second Smeby to 
adjourn at 9:22 A.M.  Motion car-
ried.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Enos Loberg, Chairperson 

Supervisors

City Council

City of Kensett

The United Women in 
Faith met on Thursday af-
ternoon at Pam Wirtjes’s 
home.  The election of of-
ficers was conducted for 
the upcoming year.  The 
Bazaar and Luncheon was 
reviewed.

Bolan



Hannah Lanphere awarded  
veterinary scholarship
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Miscellaneous
No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-855-948-3442 
to schedule a FREE in-

spection and no obligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limit-
ed time only. Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty and offer details.
Miscellaneous
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154
Miscellaneous
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny 
buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day 
risk free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime 
support. More than 1.5 million happy 

customers. Call Audien 1-855-304-1545
Miscellaneous
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. Of-
fer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-456-3917
Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.
Miscellaneous
Does your basement or crawl space 
need some attention? Call Thrasher 
Foundation Repair! A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and nasty crawl spaces. 
FREE Inspection & Same Day Estimate. 
$250 off ANY project with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Classified Display 50 Words or less 
$15; 10¢ a word after 50 (Minimum 

charge $15)
$6.80 per column inch; $1.50 Billing 

Charge; Phone 324-1051 
or by Deadline Noon on Fridays

Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (515) 528-7996
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (515) 528-7996

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Kirby Knudtson

641-324-9988

804 8th St. N., Northwood

• Diagnostics • Alignment • General Repairs
• Ag • Commercial Tires • Body Repair

Cory Marsh

SUBSCRIBE FOR YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS & ACTIVITIES
Stop by the Anchor or 

cal l  641-324-1051 
We accept credit card

POSITION OPENING
The City of Lake Mills is 

accepting applications for 
certified Journeyman Lineman 

The line crew is responsible for the construction and main-
tenance of the overhead and underground distribution, as 
well as assist in the generation plant as needed. Applicants 
must have or be able to obtain a Class B CDL within 6 
months, CPR Certified preferred, and able to work week-
end rotation. Pre-employment drug test and background 
check are required. Salary range is $35-$42, dependent 
upon qualifications and experience. Benefit package in-
cluding insurance, retirement, paid leave, and holidays.

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 
A job description and application may be picked up at the 

Lake Mills City Hall
200 N. 1st Ave W., Lake Mills, IA

or the website at www.lakemillsiowa.gov 
Please call 641-592-3251 with questions.

Equal Opportunity Employer.
Serving

North Iowa

Since 1980

4350 Dancer Ave.
St. Ansgar, Iowa

We Take Pride In 
Our Quality Service!

Don't let an old system slow you down!
"Forget the Rest, Come See the BEST!"

New & Used
Computer Sales & Service

• Custom Built Computers
• Custom Servers • Custom Networking 

• Upgrades on Older Systems 
• Websites

Call Nick or Tim Today: 
(641) 713-2141

After 12 years of service 
and leadership, Melissa 
Michaelis is stepping down 
as Executive Director of 
Winn-Worth Betco to 
assume the same position 
at Forest City Economic 
Development.

Michaelis will begin her 
new role on November 2, 
bringing with her a record 
of economic development 
success, grant writing, busi-
ness financing, housing 
advocacy and regional col-
laboration. 

Michaelis has driven ini-
tiatives that strengthened 
local economies, supported 
entrepreneurs and posi-
tioned the region for future 
growth. Among her most 
significant achievements 
has been securing nearly 
$945,000 in grant funding 
over the past two years. 
Those grant dollars have 
supported community 
development projects, hous-
ing projects and quali-
ty-of-life enhancements 
that might not otherwise 
have been possible.

One of Michaelis' most 
notable contributions was 
her commitment to Iowa's 
veterans and military fami-
lies through the Home Base 
Iowa initiative. Over six 
years, she worked with local 
officials, community leaders 
and volunteers to ensure 
every community in Winn-
Worth Betco's service area 
was designated a Home 
Base Iowa community. She 
helped all 14 communities 
complete the registration 
process, making the region 
the first in Iowa to achieve 
full participation across its 
service area.

“When I met Melissa, she 
had a huge goal to get all 14 
communities across two 
counties designated as 
Home Base Iowa communi-
ties,” said Mary Lou 

Kleveland, Winnebago 
County Veterans Services 
Officer. “Designating one 
community is an achieve-
ment, so aiming to desig-
nate 14 communities was a 
significant goal. She never 
lost sight of the goal. Her 
hard work paid off. Because 
of her work, our region 
became a statewide exam-
ple of how communities can 
come together to support 
veterans and military fami-
lies.”

The accomplishment 
earned Michaelis a unique 
distinction. In recognition 
of her efforts, Jamie Norton, 
Director of Veteran 
Workforce Services, and 
Robert J. Haegee III, Home 
Base Iowa Program  
Manager, presented her 
with the first-ever Home 
Base Iowa Community 
Champion Award. The 
award highlighted her com-
mitment to making 
Winnebago and Worth 
counties a welcoming desti-
nations for veterans and 
their families.

Beyond grants and com-
munity development initia-
tives, Michaelis also trans-
formed Winn-Worth Betco's 
revolving loan fund into a 

powerful tool for business 
growth. The organization 
successfully revolved its 
loan fund twice, allowing 
repaid dollars to be rein-
vested into additional eco-
nomic development oppor-
tunities.

Winn-Worth Betco has 
loaned $802,000 to small 
businesses throughout 
Winnebago and Worth 
counties. Since Michaelis 
became executive director, 
$449,000 of this has helped 
entrepreneurs launch new 
ventures, expand existing 
operations, create jobs and 
invest in their communi-
ties.

Michaelis has served as 
an Advisory Board Member 
for the Iowa Small Business 
Development Center 
(SBDC), helping provide 
insight and guidance to one 
of the state's most import-
ant small business support 
organizations. In this role, 
she contributed to conversa-
tions about entrepreneur-
ship, business support and 
economic growth strategies 
affecting communities 
across Iowa.

As she transitions into 
her new role with Forest 
City Economic Development, 
Michaelis will continue her 
mission of fostering eco-
nomic growth and commu-
nity vitality.

“I am incredibly grateful 
for the chance to serve 
Winnebago and Worth 
counties,” Michaelis said. 
“The relationships I've 
built, the projects we've 
completed, and the success-
es we've celebrated together 
have been some of the most 
rewarding experiences of 
my career. While it is diffi-
cult to leave, I am excited 
for the opportunity to serve 
Forest City and help contin-
ue its economic develop-
ment momentum.”

Michealis reflects on local impacts 
as she transitions to new role

MELISSA MICHAELIS

Hannah Lanphere, 
originally of Manly, was 
recently awarded the 
IVMA Foundation 
Supporting Leadership 
Scholarship in the amount 
of $1,000.

Lanphere completed 
her undergraduate 
degree, majoring in ani-
mal science at Iowa State 
University and is now in 
her third year at the 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Iowa State 
University. After graduat-
ing with her Doctorate in 
Veterinary Medicine, 

Hannan is interested in 
working in a rural, 

mixed-animal practice, 
especially dairy cattle 
medicine.

Hannah is the daugh-
ter of Robert and Melinda 
Lanphere.

The Iowa Veterinary 
Medical Association 
(IVMA) is a 501c3 non-
profit, member-service 
organization dedicated to 
the veterinary profession. 
The IVMA supports mem-
ber veterinarians and pro-
motes the profession 
through continuing edu-
cation, publications and 
advocacy.

Green Thumb
The Green Thumb Gar-

den Club met on Monday, 
August 24, at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Olson building. Peter 
Julseth, Vice President, 
called the meeting to order 
and opened the meeting 
with the pledge of alle-
giance and the conservation 
pledge.

Nine members were 
present and answered the 
roll call question “What’s 
your favorite garden visi-
tor?” Peter read the medita-
tion provided by Julie Robb 
who was unable to be pres-
ent. Penny Robb, secretary, 
read the July minutes. 
Mary Low moved the min-
utes be approved as read, 
Louise Philipp seconded 
and all approved. Penny 
read the Treasurer’s report.

Committee reports:
Civic Development; Julie 

and Louise, will coordinate 
the purchase and planting 
of a tree in memory of Rosie 
Kruger.

Garden Therapy; Angie 
and Riki, Yard of the week 
selection is ongoing.

Horticulture; Penny 
and Karen, no report this 
month.

Conservation; Myra and 
Kathleen, no report this 
month.

Sunshine; Louise, no re-

port
Membership and Advi-

sory Council; Jean, Mary, 
Penny, no report this 
month.

Nominating; Jean, 
Mary, Penny, The slate of 
officers for 2027 and 2028 
has been selected and will 
be presented at the October 
meeting.

Program 2027; Vice 
President, signup sheet for 
2027 distributed.

Flower Show; 2027 Mary 
Low, no report.

Tours; Cheryl and Kris, 
shared a possible list of 
tours.

Christmas Party; The-
resa, Nancy and Mary, no 
report.

There was no new or un-
finished business.

Louise moved the meet-
ing be adjourned, Kris sec-
onded, all approved.

Mary provided a pro-
gram on committee possi-
bilities/activities and sig-
nup sheets for committee 
assignments for 2027 and 
2028.

Louise served delicious 
lasagna, salad and home-
made cookies.

The next meeting will be 
Monday, September 28, at 
5:30. Kris is Hostess, Lou-
ise will provide the medi-
tation or arrangement and 
Kris has the program.

Twenties Club
Twenties Club met 

Monday, Oct. 12 at 7 p.m. 
at the Olson Communi-
ty room with 15 members 
present. Deanna Luedtke, 
president, called the  meet-
ing to order. Becky Tews, 
secretary, did roll call and 
read the minutes from the 
last meeting. A motion was 
made by Marcia Price and a 
second by Connie Hogen to 
accept the minutes. Motion 
passed.  There was no trea-
surer’s report. Deb Nagle, 
Sunshine, reported the club 
gave $20 to the library to 
purchase a book in memo-
ry of former member, Rosie 
Kruger.

In old business, Sharyl 
Ferley will pass out a sur-
vey to the senior girls re-
garding the senior tea after 
the first of the year.

There was no new busi-
ness. A motion by Connie 
Hogen to adjourn the meet-
ing was seconded by Sandy 
Hyde. Motion passed.

Team Roerish, consisting 
of Dianne Roerish, Sandy 
Hyde and Kathey Thrond 
took us back in time to the 
fashionable clothing worn 
during the 50’s and 60’s.

HANNAH LANPHERE

Club notes

See Our Inventory at findcars.com 
507-448-3302

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

2025 Chrysler Pacifica Limited, 45k................$27,900
2025 Nissan Rogue SV AWD, 43k...................$22,900
2025 Chevy Blazer 2LT AWD, 24k....................$27,900
2024 Hyundai Santa Cruz SEL AWD, 45k.......$24,900
2024 Buick Envision AWD, 47k.......................$23,900
2022 Honda Pilot Black Edition, 36k...............$37,900
2020 Acura RDX AWD, 45k...............................$25,900
2020 Hyundai Palisade SEL AWD, 97k............$15,900
2019 Lexus RX350 AWD, 80k...........................$29,900
2019 Subaru Forester LTD, 59k.......................$18,900
2019 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L, 106k..........$12,900
2017 RAM 1500 Big Horn, 112k.......................$18,900
2017 Buick Encore Preferred II AWD, 76k......$12,900
2016 Dodge Grand Caravan, 114k.....................$7,995
2014 Subaru Forester, 81k............................... $11,900
2014 Buick Encore Leather AWD, 91k............$10,900
2013 Toyota RAV4 LE AWD, 77k......................$15,900
2012 Toyota RAV4 AWD, 109k.........................$12,900
2011 Buick Lucerne CXL, 93k............................$9,995
2009 Lexus RX350 AWD, 103k......................... $11,900
2008 Honda Odyssey EXL, 119k........................$8,995
2008 Honda Ridgeline RTS AWD, 71k...............$8,995
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By Troy Einertson
Northwood-Kensett 
cross country coach

The IATC Middle School 
State XC Race was held on 
Saturday, October 17, on 
the Ankeny Centennial 
cross country course and 
Lola Cronbaugh was one of 
over 700 girls that were 
there representing their 
schools. In 1A alone, there 
were about 150 seventh and 
eighth grade girls compet-
ing for the state title. 

Unlike high school where 
every time is reported and 
you basically know who you 
are competing against, Lola 
and I went into this race not 
knowing who was fast, who 
we needed to run with, and 
what the time we needed to 
run to win would be. So our 
plan was simple: run in 
front, chase the pace cart 
and set the state record 
while doing this. 

Lola and I walked the 
course before she ran, and it 
was really soft with a lot of 
wet places on it. There were 
about 500 kids who ran on 
it before us, so it was a little 
torn up, and we had a cou-
ple trip hazards with curbs 
that were going to play into 
the race a little bit. So we 
talked a little more, and 
decided that our plan was a 
good plan, but the times 
might be a little slower 
because of the soft, wet con-
ditions. 

Well, I was way wrong on 
the times being slow! Lola 
got out very well and was 
up near the front at the 400 
mark. She was looking 
good, so I took off to the 
mile mark. It was a little 
jaunt for me, and I barely 
got there to see Lola and a 
girl from Tri-Center Neola 

running stride for stride 
with each other. 

Our plan was to come 
through in 5:50, they came 
through in a blistering 5:45! 
Lola kept pushing the pace 
and had put a little distance 
between her and the Tri 
Center girl with about 400 
meters left. I gave her a 
couple instructions and she 
took off in a full sprint. The 
Tri Center girl, not to be 
outdone, took off with her. 
Lola led to the finish line, 
but the Tri Center girl 
edged her out by 0.1 of a 
second. Her time of 11:37.0, 
just edged Lola’s 11:37.1.

Both of the girls crushed 
the state record of 11:56 set 
in 2017. Their times would 
have also set records in all 
of the classes for seventh 
graders, and the 1A and 2A 
eighth grade girls. They 

would have also won every 
girls race with the excep-
tion of the 4A eighth grade 
girls race where the win-
ning time was 11:36. 

So to say I was wrong 
about the course not being 
very fast was way off! I 
have witnessed a lot of great 
races in my time, but this 
one will probably go down 
as one of the best I have 
ever seen. 

Lola gave everything she 
could to win the race, and 
even though she didn’t, 
there was no reason for her 
to hold her head down! 

As a coach you always 
try to put your runners in 
the best place to succeed, 
and she ran the perfect 
race, and you cannot ask for 
anything else. She did what 
she was supposed to do, the 
other girl’s plan was just a 
little better. Sometimes it is 
better to chase than be 
chased, but that is not 
Lola’s style. She wants to go 
out, and wear the competi-
tion out, and gut out the 
race till the end. She did, 
and it was amazing! 

I have written about Lola 
a couple times this year, 
and have mentioned the 
word IT when describing 
her both times. Lola has IT, 
and she is a true represen-
tation of what is good about 
our kids in our school! She 
wants to be the best at 
everything she does, and 
she is willing to work hard 
to get IT. 

Even though she is only a 
seventh grader, she has 
inspired all of our XC run-
ners to be better and we are 
all extremely proud of her! 

Great Job Lola, and 
thanks for a great year!

IATC Middle School State 
XC Race Ankeny  
Centennial High School

LOLA CRONBAUGH

By Julie Salisbury
The Northwood-Kensett 

Vikings volleyball team 
hosted the Nashua-
Plainfield Huskies in a Top 
of Iowa Conference cross-
over game and fell in four 
sets. The Huskies won game 
one 25-21 and game two 
25-15, the Vikings bounced 
back to win set three 25-15 
and battled hard in set four 
before losing 28-26.

Leading the Vikings was 
Avarie Skellenger with 12 
kills, four digs and 5-8 serv-
ing with one ace. True 
Hackenmiller had a great 
complete game with eight 
kills, 15 assists, 10 digs, one 

block and was 14-15 serving 
with two ace serves. Mia 
Fierova had six kills, three 
digs and three blocks, and 
Hallie Hanson had six kills, 
one block, two digs and was 
10-11 serving with three 
ace serves. Ashlyn 
Skellenger had four kills, 
16 assists, two blocks, eight 
digs and was 12-16 serving 
with six ace serves. Lilly 
Strand had three kills, 
seven digs, one block and 
was 18-21 serving with four 
ace serves, and Kenly 
Solberg had one kill, four 
assists, 15 
digs and was 
a perfect 

16-16 serving. Lexi 
McHenry had four digs and 
Chloe Woods had 10 digs.

The Vikings had 40 kills, 
36 assists, eight blocks, 63 
digs and were 75-87 serving 
with 16 ace serves.

Northwood ends their 
regular season with an 0-6 
conference record and a 
5-18 overall record. Post 
season play was scheduled 
to start on Monday, October 
19, when the Vikings travel 
to St. Ansgar. See next 
week’s edition for results.

Vikings fall to Huskies in 
conference crossover

Viking junior Mia Fierova goes up for a kill 
during Tuesday night's game against Nash-
ua-Plainfield.

Viking True Hackenmiller serves the ball 
during Tuesday night's home game against 
Nashua-Plainfield.

By Julie Salisbury
The Vikings football sea-

son has come to an end 
with a 68-6 loss to No. 8 
North Union.

The offensive highlight 
of the night for the Vikings 
was a 61 yard touchdown 
run by Henry Hanson. 
Otherwise yards were 
tough to get. Hanson had 
four carries for 97 yards 
and Brady Tufte had 16 
carries for 25 yards. Landen 
Nelson had 13 carries for 
30 yards and Tegan 
Trenhaile had five for 22 
yards and a two yard recep-

tion. Owen Binnebose had 
one for two yards, and 
Aidan Ouverson had one 
carry for negative 2 yards. 
Tyce Helgeson had one 
carry for negative two 
yards, and four kick returns 
for 42 yards.

B. Tufte kicked off two 
times for 83 yards total and 
Binnebose punted six times 
for 224 yards.

Trenhaile led the defense 
with five tackles, four solo. 
B. Tufte had 2.5 tackles, 
one solo and one tackle for 
a loss. Weston Heims had 
2.5 tackles, two solo. 

Helgeson had two tackles, 
one solo. Carson Tufte and 
Aydan Schutz each had two 
tackles, one solo. Jaxon 
Reyerson and Martin 
Girouard each had 1.5 tack-
les, with one solo. Keenan 
Davidson-Jacobs had 1.5 
tackles, one solo and one 
tackle for a loss. Max 
Johnson had a tackle assist. 
Binnebose and Ouverson 
each had one solo tackle.

The Vikings finished the 
season with a 1-5 district 
record and a 3-6 overall 
record.

Viking football comes to an end

Viking senior Landen Nelson runs onto the 
field for his last high school football game 
on Friday evening. Photos courtesy of Olivia 
Hodson.

Viking senior Carson Tufte on the field for his 
last high school football game. Photo courte-
sy of Olivia Hodson.

New Kioti DK5320SEHC
50Hp Diesel, Cab AC/Heat, 3 Range 

Hydro, MFWD, R14 Tires, Radio, Front 
and Rear Wiper, Cat 1 3pt, 1 rear hyd 
remote, KL5521 loader 72” bucket

New Woods BW10.30
10ft Cutting Width, 540 pto, 
Chain Shield, Used Aircraft 

Tires, 1.5” Cutting Capacity, 
Cutting Height 2-12”, 25-60hp 

New Woods BB72.30
6ft rough cut mower, 

Cat 1 3pt, 540 pto, belt guard, 
30-65hp, 2” diameter 

cutting capacity

New Wacker Neuson EZ53
44hp Perkins, Cab AC/Heat, 

Hyd coupler, Hyd Angle Dozer Blade, 
13,000 lbs machine, 

max digging depth 12ft

New CLFab 
Dominator TreePuller
Jaws open 60” wide, 2 Cylinders, 
1” Thick jaws, with Removable 
bolt on Root Rippers, 31” Tall 

Guard 3/8” thick

$15,800

$3,800
$4,400

1 MAPLE ST. • KENSETT, IA 50448 • 641-845-2199

Amazing Fall Sales

D&LD&L EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENT

$46,600
with 0% for 72 

months or
$39,600

with Cash 
Discount

$39,600
with 0% for 72 months 

or $35,000
with Free Loader 

Discount & 2.99% 
for 72 months

$75,000
with 0% for 48 

months or
$68,000

with Cash 
Discount

New Kioti CK3540SEHC
35hp, MFWD, 3 Range Hydro, Cab 
AC/Heat, Radio, Block Heater, Cat 

1 3pt, 2 sets rear hyd remotes, 
R14 Tires, KL4040 loader w/66” 

quick attach bucket

LEXI MCHENRY TRUE HACKENMILLER

Tryouts were recently 
held for Iowa’s All State 
Cheer Squad. Two 
Northwood-Kensett athletes 
were selected for the squad.

The All State 
Cheerleading Squad is spon-
sored by the Iowa 
Cheerledaing Coaches’ 
Assocation (ICCA) and the 
Iowa High School Athletic 
Association (IHSAA).

Tryouts are held in 
October for the squad, and 
are open for any high school 

cheerleader of a ICCA mem-
ber team.

Those selected to the 
squad are chosen based on 
cheerleading skills and tech-
niques, including motions, 
jumps, dance ability and 
tumbling skills.

There were 33 cheerlead-
ers and four alternates cho-
sen for this school year.

Amongst the cheerlead-
ers selected for the squad 
were N-K students True 
Hackenmiller and Lexi 

McHenry.
The team will practice 

four times from January to 
March and they will perform 
during the Boys State 
Basketball Tournament, 
during two half times of 
games on March 12, 2027, at 
Hilton Coliseum in Ames.

The final performance 
will be televised and the 
cheerleaders will be present-
ed with medals recognizing 
their accomplishment.

N-K Vikings cheerleaders 
qualify for All State Squad
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