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At their regular meeting on May 14, 
the members of the Northwood-Kensett 
Board of Education discussed plans for 
the next school year and ways to be 
prepared to continue or return to a dis-
tance learning environment. At the 
same time, the district planned for 
increased food expenses with slight 
increases in meal costs.

At the previous meeting, the board 
had discussed the possibility of start-
ing the 2020-2021 school year five days 
early. However, since that meeting, 
direction from the State of Iowa 
required that those be additional days, 
and could not be offset with days off 
throughout the year, as was the plan 
for N-K.

With that in mind, the school year, 
for students, will still begin on August 
24.

However, that may not happen in 
classrooms, as the status of COVID-19 
education guidelines for returning to 
school were unknown.

Based on the uncertainty, N-K asked 
its teachers to end the current school 
year early and begin the next early, 

School, see Page 2

N-K prepares 
for potential  
distance 
learning in 
2020-2021 
school year

The Week’s
WEATHER

by  National Weather Service 
Observer

John Podgorniak
Date	 Hi	       Lo	 Prec.
Tues. May 19	 64	 50	 0.03
Wed. May 20	 66	 54
Thurs. May 21	 59	 56
Fri. May 22	 65	 55	 0.02
Sat. May 23	 74	 57	 0.26
Sun. May 24	 79	 64	 0.37
Mon. May 25	 76	 61	 0.48

By JoAnn Lower
Nick Schiltz recently 

rece ived the 
Outstanding Early 
Career Ag Teacher 
Award by the Minnesota 
Association of 
Agricultural Educators. 
“It was a humbling 
experience,” he said. “I 
was speechless.”

After filling out an 
extensive nine-page 
application, in competi-
tion with high school 
and college teachers 
throughout the state, 
Schiltz was nominated 
for the award by the 
region’s FFA advisors. 
He has just completed 
his third year of teach-
ing at Riverland 
Community College in 
Austin.

With agricultural 
education continually 
faced with a shortage of 
qualified teachers and 
as a means of encourag-

ing young teachers to 
remain in the profes-
sion, John Deere, as a 
special project of the 
National FFA 
Foundation, sponsors 
this award. The award 
will be presented to 
Nick at a meeting of the 
Minnesota Association 
of Agricultural 
Educators in July. 

“I want to thank all 
the teachers I had grow-
ing up – elementary and 
high school – as well as 
the support I received 
from the community,” 
he said. “I’ve learned 
from the best, and I 
want to thank them 
all.”

“I thank my students 
for allowing me to be a 
part of their lives and to 
give them a chance at 
their professional 
careers. I thank the 
Riverland faculty, staff 
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Schiltz recognized as 'Outstanding 
Early Career Ag Teacher Award'

Nick Schiltz (kneeling, in front) is pictured with a group of Riverland Community 
College Agricultural Science majors taking a soil sample with a soil probe.

Briefs
Northwood 
blood 
drive set 
for June 4

Using the guidelines 
of the CDC and 
LifeServe Blood Center 
of Iowa the Northwood 
Lions Club will be 
holding its second 
blood drive of 2020. 

The first drive of the 
current year was the 
largest held in recent 
years. The area people 
of Worth County are to 
be commended for this 
turnout. For every pint  
donated it can serve as 
many as three persons 
needing a transfusion.

The upcoming blood 
drive will be held next 
Thursday, June 4, at 
the VFW Hall, 609 
Eighth Street North, in 
Northwood, with an 
extended hour. The 
drive will be from 1:30-
6:30 p.m. Organizers 
encourage persons who 
have never donated 
blood before to join 
those who have given 
gallons. Donors are 
asked to make appoint-
ments so that social 
distancing can be

Blood, see Page 2

More Iowa restrictions lifted 
on businesses, schools, 
cultural locations for summer

On Wednesday, May 20, 
Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds further eased 
restrictions in Iowa, open-
ing summer school activi-
ties and sports, along with 
movie theaters, zoos, 
aquariums and museums, 
with some limiting restric-
tions in place. Pools will 
open, but only for lap swim-
ming and lessons. Bars will 
also be allowed to reopen 
tomorrow, Thursday May 
28, with guidance not yet 
announced.

In a proclamation, 
Reynolds made it effective 
that on Friday, May 22, 
movie theaters, museums, 
aquariums and zoos could 

reopen, along with wedding 
reception venues and pools.

At movie theaters, simi-
lar restrictions will be in 
place as other businesses, 
such as restaurants. 
Theaters will limit their 
patrons to 50% of normal 
operating capacity. The 
theater must ensure that 
there is six feet of distance 
between groups or individ-
uals in individual theaters. 
They must also meet other 
social, hygiene and public 
health guidelines set by the 
State.

Live theater and perfor-
mance venues remain 
closed.

Museums, aquariums 

and zoos may reopen, but 
only as they are able to 
require social distancing, 
increase hygiene practices 
and take other public 
health measures.

Swimming pools in Iowa 
were also allowed to reopen 
on May 22, but only to offer 
lap swimming and for 
swimming lessons. Again, 
pools can only open with 
social distancing and 
increased hygiene and pub-
lic health measures in 
place.

Wedding reception ven-
ues were allowed to open 
on May 22 as well, and 
must operate with the 
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If your label is checked, your subscription payment is due in June.

Fireworks 
fundraising 
begins

While several 
Fourth of July events 
have been postponed, 
and more are still in 
question, one event 
will go on as normal, 
the annual fireworks 
display at the 
Northwood airport.

The explosive show 
is made possible with 
community contribu-
tions.

Those interested in 
contributing to the Ol' 
Crackers fireworks 
fund drive may drop off 
donations at Farmers 
State Bank in 
Northwood or at the 
Northwood Anchor 
office.

As donations begin, 
the Northwood Anchor 
will publish the names 
of those contributing to 
the fund.

People may also sup-
port the fund drive by 
donating cans in the 

Fireworks, see Page 3

With the primary election on the 
way Tuesday, voters are still encour-
aged to vote safely from their homes by 
casting an absentee ballot. There will 
be one in-person voting site open on 
Tuesday.

The June 2 primary will decide 
which candidates will represent the 
Democratic and Republican parties in 
the November general election, for 
county, state and federal offices.

Appearing on ballots for the nomina-
Primary, see Page 4

Primary 
election set 
for Tuesday

Remembering our veterans for Memorial Day
Many volunteers from the area volunteered their time to place American flags on graves in 
the Sunset Rest Cemetery in Northwood this past Wednesday afternoon, to recognize veter-
ans in advance of Memorial Day. Pictured above is Laura Fritz helping her niece Lidia Hanson 
guide the flag post at one of the veterans grave sites. Looking on are Tami Hanson and Sharon 
Pillatzki.



same restrictions as 
restaurants. That 
would include social 
distancing between 
tables, limits of six per 
table and other hygiene 
and public health mea-
sures.

The May 20 order 
exempts receptions 
held under those guide-
lines from the ongoing 
limit of 10 people at 
social gatherings.

Starting on Monday, 
June 1, schools in Iowa 
will be able to open for 
education and for other 
activities. They are only 
able to do so by meeting 
social distancing, 
hygiene and public 
health requirements, as 
well as guidelines set 
by the Iowa Department 
of Education and, for 
sports, the Iowa High 

School Athletic 
Association and the 
Iowa Girls High School 
Athletic Union.

See more about those 
school guidelines in this 
issue of the Northwood 
Anchor.

In opening the 
schools, the Governor 
also exempted them 
from the limit of 10 peo-
ple at social gatherings, 
provided that social dis-
tancing and other 
health measures were 
observed.

While Reynolds 
announced at a press 
conference on 
Wednesday that bars 
would be allowed to 
open on May 28, 
Wednesday's proclama-
tion did not mention 
the guidelines for bars 
to reopen.

The proclamation 
made on May 20 also 
allows outdoor auctions 
of more than 25 people, 
which was the previous 
limit, provided that 
social, hygiene and 
health guidelines are 
met.

accomplished. All who 
donate will also be seat-
ed at least six feet apart 
from other donors. Social 
distancing will also be 
required as people wait 
for their appointed times 
and as they stop at the 
canteen before leaving.

The need for dona-
tions is very high at this 
time for surgeries that 
have been delayed 
because of COVID-19. 

"Please join the other 
newcomers to donate 
your life saving blood. It 
will be beneficial to oth-

ers and make you feel 
better know you have 
saved a life."

Appointments may be 
made by texting 
LIFESERVE to 999-777, 
calling 800-287-4903 or 
online at lifeserveblood-
center.org.
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802 9th Ave. N. • Northwood, IA 50459
641-324-1364 • www.northwooddentistry.com

Northwood Dental
Dr . Penfold, D.D.S.

Get relief from headaches or 
refresh your appearance!

We offer 
Botox, Xeomin, Dermal Fillers, 

Dental Implants, Invisalign and more!

NOW ACCEPTING
Insurance

Call for details

If you are having pain in or 
around the mouth come see us!

Graduation Greetings
Announcements

801 Central Avenue • P.O. Box 107 • Northwood
641-324-1051 • anchor1@nwdanchor.com

$25
GraduationCard Showerhonoring

Allie CarmanSend Congratulations to her at:
Northwood, IA 50459

Graduation

Card Shower

honoring

Samuel

Kliment

Send Congrats to: 

1062 Marks Hill Road 

Northwood, IA 50459

Celebrate your 
2020 Graduate by 
having greetings 

sent to them!

with additional days 
preparing to either 
begin with distancing 
learning, or to prepare 
in case a rise in COVID-
19 cases and hospital-
izations occurs in the 
fall or winter, forcing 
the school facilities to 
shut down again.

Besides teachers tak-
ing extra time to pre-
pare, the district will 
also repurpose and pur-
chase technology that 
will allow all students, 
K-12, to have access to 
devices that will pro-
vide them with online 
learning resources.

In a normal school 
year, students in grades 
5-12 had been given 
laptops to take home for 
their classwork. 
Laptops and tablets had 
been used in the K-4 
classrooms, but 
remained at the school 
at the end of the school 
year.

When school build-
ings were closed in 
March, laptops were 
sent home with fourth 
graders. Younger stu-
dents were given paper 
packets or provided 
other options for the 
distance learning pro-
vided by N-K.

However, when the 
2020-2021 school year 
begins, if they can’t 
return to school build-
ings, or if they have to 

shut down any time in 
the next school year, 
N-K teachers, staff and 
administrators are pre-
paring to begin offering 
classes that will be 
required, instead of the 
optional education 
opportunities at the end 
of the current school 
year. 

More technology will 
be need to make that 
happen. So the district 
plans to send home 
other devices with lower 
grades, that previously 
stayed at the school. 
They will also buy 80 
iPads and child-friendly 
cases, at a cost of rough-
ly $25,000, which will 
be sent home to make 
sure that all students, 
grades K-12, have 
access to online educa-
tional resources.

If the school remains 
open, the extra devices 
will be put to use in 
classrooms, and will not 
be sent home with stu-
dents on a daily basis.

While there is still 
some uncertainty about 
how meals will be 
offered, with cafeteria 
settings one of the most 
crowded gatherings of 
students on a daily 
basis, one thing is cer-
tain, the cost of meals is 
expected to increase.

Even without the 
current uncertainty in 

food prices, the district 
hasn’t raised the cost 
for students in at least 
two years, according to 
superintendent Mike 
Crozier, and to keep the 
district’s costs down, 
prices needed to 
increase slightly.

The board approved 
increases that include  a 
5 cent increase, to 45 
cents for an extra milk 
and 10 cent increases in 
student breakfasts, to 
$1.45; lunches to $2.55 
for grades K-6, $2.65 for 
7-12 and $3.85 for 
adults. Adult breakfasts 
would also increase 15 
cents, to $1.85.

In other business at 
the meeting, the school 
board discussed a poten-
tial location for the dis-
trict’s new bus barn.

District officials are 
looking at  an area 
northwest of the sec-
ondary building, 
between the area of the 
practice football field 
and the treeline to the 
north.

The new building 
would house the dis-
trict’s vehicles and 
transportation staff. It 
would be enclosed and 
provide a climate-con-
trolled facility to main-
tain those vehicles 
throughout the year. 
Construction is current-
ly planned for 2021.
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While there will be no 
face to face Worth County 
Fair this year, the young 
people that have spent 
weeks or months prepar-
ing for the shows that 
are a central part of the 
event learned more last 
week about how their 
participation can contin-
ue with a “virtual fair.”

ISU Extension and 
Outreach staff joined 
Worth County Fair and 
show judging represen-
tatives in a phone confer-
ence on May 21 to pro-
vide tentative plans, 
dates and information on 
how Worth County youth 
will still take part in 
some form of fair activi-
ties.

Extension 4-H Youth 
Development Specialist 
for the region Gail 
Castillo explained that 
the goal is to recognize 
and celebrate the accom-
plishments of the young 
people that would nor-
mally have the fair as a 
chance to share their tal-
ents and show what 
they’ve learned.

With that in mind, the 
participants in the vari-
ous shows will have more 
than the five days that 
they would for fair exhi-
bitions.

Worth County Youth 
Coordinator Mindy 
Tenold explained the 
process for the 4-H 
Exhibit and communica-
tion projects.

For non-communica-
tion 4-H exhibit projects, 
the current plan is to 
have from June 8-June 
30 to submit entries. 
Communication projects 
will have from July 1-15. 
Results would be 
announced in time for 
everyone to qualify and 
prepare for the Iowa 
State Fair, whether or 
not that fair is held in 
person or if there is a 
virtual option at the 
state level too.

Instructions for how 
to enter and take part in 
exhibit judging will be 

shared online and all 
4-H’ers will be contact 
with that information.

Extension office man-
ager Lacey Waller 
explained the plans for 
livestock entries. 
Electronic entry forms 
are being prepared and 
will be due by June 8. 
They will be sent to 
exhibitors based on the 
species of livestock they 
wish to enter. Completed 
entries can be returned 
by mail, in a dropbox at 
the Extension office or by 
sending a photo of com-
pleted entries via smart-
phone.

As to how the differ-
ent livestock shows will 
be held, it depends on 
the type of livestock, the 
number of youth taking 
part and whether the 
judges are local or mak-
ing their evaluations 
remotely.

In the case of the dairy 
show, a majority of the 
animals are already 
located on the same 
farm, which will serve as 
the judging arena. Social 
distancing will be 
observed and exhibitors 
will be required to wear 
masks.

The rabbit show pres-
ents its own complica-
tions. A disease has 
begun to appear amongst 
rabbits that is creating 
concerns above and 
beyond the threat of 
COVID-19 to the human 
presenters.

With the potential 
danger to the rabbits, 
they will be kept apart 
and local judges will 
travel to each home to 
view the animals. The 
judges will take COVID-
19, as well as well as rab-
bit disease, precautions, 
hygiene and health mea-
sures between their vis-
its.

For poultry, video con-
ferencing will be used to 
allow a judge to evaluate 
the showmanship skills 
of those taking part, as 
well as providing feed-

back.
Other shows, such as 

beef and swine, are cur-
rently looking at various 
online platforms, where 
those taking part will 
use their smartphones or 
tablets to video them-
selves presenting ani-
mals in a similar manner 
to how they would at the 
fair. There was also dis-
cussion about providing 
an opportunity for judges 
to provide feedback via 
video conference.

Worth County 
Extension education spe-
cialist Dennis Johnson 
explained that, while it 
may be possible to have 
one family or small group 
evaluated at a time, typi-
cal horse shows require 
the involvement of sev-
eral volunteers to coordi-
nate and conduct. He 
said that horse show 
organizers are trying to 
find a way to move for-
ward without gatherings 
of more than 10 people.

When all is said and 
done, the normal fair 
week would close with a 
ribbon auction. However, 
that will not be possible 
this year. The fair board 
has decided on an alter-
nate opportunity for local 
family members and 
businesses to show their 
support for the virtual 
fair exhibitors.

There will be an 
opportunity for ribbon 
buyers to instead donate 
towards a shared fund 
that will be divided even-
ly amongst all those that 
would normally be 
entered into a ribbon 
auction. The camarade-
rie and good-natured 
competition will be 
absent, but the support 
for the youth will not.

A portion of that 
money will also still go to 
Worth County Extension, 
to offset some of the lost 
fundraising from the 4-H 
foodstand and other fair 
events.

Virtual fair exhibit plans discussed
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Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. till 7 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

114 S. Broadway Ave. | Downtown Albert Lea
507-373-2060

We Carry Raleigh
Felt & Redline &

IZIP E-Bikes
We Repair All Brands of  Bikes

JOHNSON
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

–––––––– SINCE 1912 ––––––––
INSTILLING TRUST

INSTALLING
COMFORT

1430 Frank Ave, Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 373-2264

Brock Tufte
Owner

Phone: 1-507-373-6022
Cell: 1-507-440-9388

T-N-T
Used Appliance Store

Sales and Repair
121 N. Broadway

Albert Lea, Minnesota

Welcome to 
Albert Lea
The Land Between 

the Lakes
Mike Owens • Dustin Rafdal

Cell: 507-720-4114         Shop: 507-369-5292
Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. By Appt.

Get ready ????!
Come in today to 
check your tires!

Fuel – Stabilizers – Chargers

919 W. Main St.
ALBERT LEA, MN

LEWIS CHARLES CYCLES

Motorcycle Sales, Service & Accessories 316 Main Court, Albert Lea, MN
(Next to Fleet Farm Supply)

507-373-9446
Residential – Commercial – Industrial

Locks • Glass • Doors • Auto-Glass
Custom Shower Enclosures

We have unlocked the answer to Client Satisfaction.

See us on Facebook

THOFSON
PLUMBING, HEATING 

& COOLING

Full Service Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

Commercial, Residential 
& Remodeling

Tim Thofson
Bus.: 641-324-3253
Cell: 641-390-0864

2000 Central Ave. • Northwood, IA

• Diagnostics 
• Oil Changes 
• Tires 
• Engine Work 
• General Repair

Kirby Knudtson, Owner
616 Central Ave.

By Erin McCord
Northwood resi-

dents ready to bring 
back the bowl cut can 
put down the scissors 
and tableware- area 
professionals are open 
for business. 

Several local stylists 
report that they have 
been very busy since 
Governor KimReyn-
olds allowed them to 
open back up on May 
15. Salons had been 
closed since March 22 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Asked how busy he 
was, barber Kenny St-
ambaugh said, "I'm 

swamped. I've even 
had people calling from 
up by the Cities, look-
ing for a hair cut." 
Stambaugh has been 
extending his hours to 
get his clients trimmed 
up. 

Jolene Cotter of the 
Beauty Nook said she 
is booked two weeks 
out right now, and has 
been working through 
lunch getting her cli-
ents caught up. 

"It just  doesn't seem  
real," she said of the 
shutdown. "You just 
never expect some-
thing like this." 

Cotter said she has 

done a little kitchen 
beautician fixing, and 
she is grateful for her 
loyal customers who 
waited to come back to 
her. 

As for keeping their 
salons safe for custom-
ers, the Iowa Depart-
ment of Health has 
issued guidelines for 
salons to follow. The 
list includes  regular 
cleaning and disin-
fecting of non-porous 
surfaces, displays, con-
tainers, work stations 
and tools; throwing 
away used items that 
cannot be disinfected; 
washing linens and 

capes; having hand 
sanitizer available; and 
covering headrests and 
treatment tables with 
a clean towel, sheet or 
paper for each client. 

Donna Navratil of 
Mane Street Cuts said 
she and her co-worker, 
Lorna Christianson, 
"have been hosing this 
place down with Bar-
bicide, Clippercide, Ly-
sol... you name it." 

The stylists who 
spoke to the Anchor 
are also following the 
IDPH's guidelines for 
social distancing and 
customer interactions, 
which suggest that 

businesses only sched-
ule one client at a time,  
maintain six feet dis-
tancing between chairs 
when possible, leave 
time to clean between 
clients and not allow 
clients to gather in 
waiting rooms. 

Most of the salons 
also have signage 
asking clients to re-
schedule if they have 
any signs of fever or a 
cough. 

Many people- both 
clients and stylists- 
have been wondering 
whether they have to 
wear a mask. 

The IDPH checklist 

encourages workers 
to "consider" wearing 
a mask on their Op-
tional Ongoing Safety 
Considerations list. 
Kathy Christianson of 
Kathy's Cuts said that 
she chose to wear one 
while working, while 
some other stylists in 
town were forgoing 
them.

With precautions for 
hygiene and distancing 
being practiced, people 
in the Northwood area 
can look good and be 
safe, thanks to our lo-
cal stylists.

Shaggy heads getting sheared as Northwood salons reopen
Jolene Cotter gets a client trimmed up at the Beauty Nook. 

Tyler Nitcher, owner of Xquisite, washes Addie Bachtle's hair. Nitcher, like other 
stylists in the area, has been very busy since she re-opened.

Last Wednesday, 
May 20, Minnesota 
Governor Tim Walz 
announced the phases 
in his Stay Safe Plan, 
including a "cautious, 
strategic turn of the 
dial" to allow limited 
outdoor dining at res-
taurants and bars start-
ing on June 1. The gov-
ernor also announced 
that salons and barber-
shops will be allowed to 
open on June 1 at 25 
percent occupancy to 
ensure the safety of 
both the employees and 
the customers inside.

In both industries, 
customers will be either 
strongly recommended 
or required to wear 
masks, make reserva-
tions and adhere to 
social distancing 
requirements to keep 
themselves, other cus-
tomers and employees 
safe.

“Our restaurants and 
bars are an integral 
part of the social fabric 
of Minnesota, and it has 
been heartbreaking to 
see this pandemic 
wreak havoc on our hos-
pitality industry,” said 
Walz. “While the virus 
won’t yet allow for busi-
ness as usual, let’s do 
what we do best after 
winter in Minnesota 
and head outside. 
Whether it’s a Juicy 
Lucy, a plate of tama-
les, or a walleye dinner, 
Minnesotans can sup-
port their local restau-
rant by enjoying a 
socially distanced meal 
outdoors.”

Outdoor dining can 
begin on June 1, with 
restaurants maintain-
ing social distancing 
and seating no more 
than 50 patrons at a 
time.

In addition to out-

door dining, restaurants 
and bars will be able to 
continue to offer take-
out, curbside and deliv-
ery services, which have 
been permitted through-
out the pandemic in 
Minnesota. 

While Minnesota has 
ranked first in the 
nation for takeout and 
delivery patronage dur-
ing the outbreak of 
COVID-19, restaurants 
and bars have been 
closed for in-person din-
ing since March 17. 
Since then, the State of 
Minnesota has worked 
with the health care 
sector to expand health 
care capacity and pro-
cure ICU beds, ventila-
tors and personal pro-
tective equipment.

“This is a measured 
approach that matches 
the thoughtfulness and 
generosity of our res-
tauranteurs, who have 

found creative ways to 
safely feed their neigh-
bors throughout this 
pandemic – but making 
this work relies on all of 
us,” said Lt. Governor 
Peggy Flanagan. 
“Supporting your favor-
ite businesses means 
following health and 
safety rules at all times 
– making an appoint-
ment or reservation, 
maintaining social dis-
tance, washing your 
hands, and wearing a 
mask. It also means 
that workers are pro-
tected if they report 
concerns about the 
health and safety prac-
tices of their workplace. 
That’s how we can keep 
each other healthy so 
we can continue safely 
turning the dial in 
Minnesota.”

“It’s important for all 
Minnesotans to remem-
ber that they have a big 

role to play in making 
this reopening process 
successful,” said 
Minnesota Department 
of Health Commissioner 
Jan Malcolm. “By con-
tinuing to follow social 
distancing guidelines, 
wearing masks, wash-
ing hands and staying 
home when sick, we can 
limit the spread of 
COVID-19 and protect 
our most vulnerable 
friends and family 
members.”

Outdoor dining and 
limited salon occupancy 

are part of phase II of 
Governor Walz’s Stay 
Safe Plan. This phase 
will go into effect on 
June 1 and will include 
the opening of camp-
grounds and other rec-
reational activities. Also 
opening on June 1, 
according to the Stay 
Safe Plan, are school 
buildings, for the pur-
poses of summer learn-
ing, if they meet 
Minnesota Department 
of Health and CDC 
guidelines.

Minnesota governor announces plans for outdoor dining, salons

receptacle located 
underneath the water 
tower in downtown 
Northwood. Organizers 
say that these can dona-
tions have had a signifi-
cant impact on raising 

the funds needed for 
the annual show and 
they expect an enter-
taining display for this 
year's Fourth as a 
result.

Fireworks
Cont. from Page 1



tions for the Republican 
party will be, for U.S. 
Senator, Joni Ernst; for 
U.S. Representative for 
District 1, Thomas 
Hansen and Ashley 

Hinson; for State 
Senator from District 
26, Waylon Brown; for 
State Representative for 
District 51, Jane 
Bloomingdale; for 
County Auditor, Jacki 
Backhaus; for County 
Sheriff, Dan Fank; and, 
for those living in 
Supervisor District 2, 
three candidates are 
seeking the Republican 
candidacy for Worth 
County supervisor, 
including incumbent 
Mark Smeby, Gary A. 
Hanson and William 
Schulte.

Appearing on ballots 
for the Democratic party 
nominations will be, for 
U.S. Senator, Michael 
Franken, Kimberly 
Graham, Theresa 
Greenfield, Eddie J. 

Mauro and Cal Woods; 
for U.S. Representative 
for District 1, Abby 
Finkenauer; and for 
State Representative for 
District 51, Jane 
Podgorniak.

For the first time, 
Iowans who are 17 years 
old and will be 18 by 
November 3 can vote in 
the June primary.

Iowans can register 
to vote online or down-
load a printable voter 
registration form at sos.
iowa.gov/registertovote 
or at www.worthcounty.
org.

While voters were 
encouraged to vote by 
mail, polling sites will 
be open for the June 2 
primary election. 
However, many will be 
combined with other 

precincts. In Worth 
County, the Kensett 
Community Center will 
be the place for all in-
person voting on June 2.

Voting on the day of 
the primary will be open 
from 7 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Curbside voting is an 
option for Iowans with 
disabilities, those who 
might have trouble 
entering a polling place 
and Iowans who are in 
the Center for Disease 
Control’s at-risk popula-
tion for COVID-19.

More information is 
available online at 
VoterReady.Iowa.gov. 
People may also contact 
the Worth County 
Auditor's office at 641-
324-2316 for more infor-
mation.
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Northwood
Anchor Northwood

John Midtgaard

Northwood 

Insurance Agency
91 9th St. South • Northwood, IA 50459

Office Hours by AppointmentMonday through SaturdayPhone 641-324-1626

104 Fourth St. S.P.O.Box 194
Northwood, IA 50459

WELSH CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC, P.C.J. W. WELSH, D. C.

   UNIVERSAL CONTRACTORS, INC.

Bill Nicholson

641-390-0654

Commercial · ResidentialIndustrial · Farm · SolarNew and existing ConstructionL i c e n s e d  ·  B o n d e d  ·  I n s u r e dFREE EstimatesFor all your wiring needs call.641-324-2041— Northwood
Todd

Interior Custom Wallpaper Hanging & PaintingCall
Brenda Davidson641-390-1053 orJudy Hengesteg641-592-9502

Business Directory
Phone 
641-423-3960

FAX 641-423-3964

Distributors 
of:

Vinyl Replacement 

Windows - Aluminum 

Entrances Custom 

Glass and Mirror

Mason City Glass Service

LOIS NELSONGARY AKINS 2127 S. FEDERAL AVEMASON CITY, IOWA 50401

  PROMPT
  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE

641-324-9844 

fax: 641-324-9844

email:jamidtgaard@gmail.com

Shellrock RepairBest rates & highestquality parts & service
Troy HillmanASE Certified TechnicianComplete Engine Diagnostics80739 110th St.Gordonsville, MN 507-402-1415

www.LakeMillsDentist.com

    Northwood Dental   

802 9th Ave. N. • 641-324-1364

Dr. David  
Penfold, DDS

Open 
Monday - Friday

7 a.m. 
Appointments Available

Cell: 641-390-1529Office: 641-424-3005krisgordonrealtor@gmail.comEXITRealtyMC.com
2401 South Federal Ave.Mason City, IA 50401

Kris Gordon
Realtor®

EMERLEE 
STILLEY

803 9th Ave. N. • Northwood 641-324-1221

641-324-2452704 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas insurance needs for over 135 years

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203120 E. Main St., Suite 1Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

NICOLE 
SHEFFIELD

By Ann Hendrickson
Once again, it is 

spring and time to 
plant fields and gar-
dens. Colorful bluebells 
and violets can be seen 
in the wooded areas as 
the birds return to nest.

In the mid 1800s, 
pioneer families in this 
area planted, but not 
with an automated trac-
tor. They used a horse 
or ox to pull a break-
ing plow as the farmer 
walked behind. Their 
seeds may have come 
from the "old country" 
and were sown into the 
seams of their clothes 
for safe transport. The 
small village of North-

wood might have been 
miles from their cabin. 
Church and school at-
tendance was irregular. 
They hunted, cultivat-
ed a garden and raised 
a family. The work was 
hard and they perse-
vered.

Again, people were 
challenged.

Until next time…

Did you know?

According to Worth 
County Conservation 
Naturalist  Dakota 
Popp, all young natural-
ist programs and public 
programs in June have 
been cancelled due to 
COVID-19. 

The County Conser-
vation Board will meet 
in mid-June and dis-
cuss if programs will 
continue in July. 

County parks will 
be open to foot traffic. 

Everyone is asked to 
follow all rules about 
parking in streets and 
in parks that have 
parking lots.

Those with questions 
or concerns may call 
641-324-1624 or mes-
sage the Worth County 
Conservation Board on 
Facebook. 

Popp would also like 
everyone to remember 
to keep going outside 
and stay healthy.

Worth County 
nature programs 
canceled for June 

Iowa schools have 
been closed since March 
14. Following an 
announcement by Iowa 
Governor Kim Reynolds, 
made on May 20, build-
ings will reopen on June 
1, and students will be 
allowed to return for 
summer school and 
other activities at that 
time as well.

The Iowa Department 
of Education issued 
guidance for summer 
learning and activities, 
as well as the use of 
school facilities on May 
20, following the gover-
nor's latest proclama-
tion.

Schools will be 
required to develop 
plans for summer activi-
ties, in compliance with 
the DOE and Centers 
for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines.

That includes:
• Teaching and rein-

forcing handwashing for 
20 seconds after various 
activities, as well as 
reminding students to 
avoid touching their 
eyes, nose and mouth.

• Making tissues 
readily available, as 
well as hand sanitizer, 

when soap and water 
aren't.

• Students and staff 
will be encouraged, 
when feasible, to use 
cloth face coverings, 
with information on 
their proper use.

• Signs will have to 
be posted on how to stop 
the spread of COVID-
19, wash hand, promote 
protective measures, 
wear a face covering 
and stay home when 
showing any symptoms 
or after having contact 
with someone with a 
confirmed COVID-19 
diagnosis within 14 
days.

• Parents will be 
required to drop off chil-
dren at the front door, 
making accommoda-
tions for students with 
disabilities.

• Students and staff 
will be kept distant dur-
ing instruction by limit-
ing group size, increas-
ing spacing and limiting 
mixing between groups.

• Students and staff 
will be screened upon 
arrival, for temperature 
and other symptoms.

• Establish plans for 
when someone becomes 
sick, including isolation 

rooms and locations, 
cleaning procedures and 
sending sick staff home 
immediately.

• Ensuring ventila-
tion systems are operat-
ing, and increasing out-
side air exposure with 
open windows and 
doors, fans, etc.

• Encouraging stu-
dents and staff to bring 
their own water con-
tainers, or using dispos-
able cups and water 
jugs. Water fountains 
should not be used.

• On July 1, schools 
may begin their plans 
for returning to regular 
education.

Buildings will be 
open with specific guide-
lines that include:

• For use by school 
sports and other school-
sponsored activities or 
uses that can be consid-
ered a community bene-
fit or enterprise, not 
school related;

• Facility uses will 
have to be consistent 
with decisions made by 
the school board;

• Those affiliated 
with the school, includ-
ing students and staff, 
will not be allowed to 

use a facility unless 
they are doing so in a 
school-related function 
or as a part of a commu-
nity group using the 
facility;

• Those using facili-
ties must comply with 
policies and procedures 
set by the school, to 
make sure that State 
guidelines for social dis-
tancing, hygiene and 
other public health pro-
cedures are followed.

The DOE guidance 
also addresses gradua-
tion ceremonies.

It is noted that com-
mencement ceremonies 
are not required, 
enforced or regulated by 
the DOE, beyond rules 
about charging inappro-
priate fees.

As such, graduation 
ceremonies are left to 
local decisions, as long 
as schools work with 
local public health and 
safety officials. The 
DOE has also encour-
aged Iowa schools to 
postpone graduations 
until June, as state 
guidelines may change. 
Northwood-Kensett's 
graduation has current-
ly been postponed until 
June 28.

Iowa schools can reopen June 1

and administration for 
their support and help 
during my early days, as 
well as those in the com-
munity and agricultural 
industry members who 
have shared in this col-
lective vision of building 
and growing an 
Agricultural and STEM 
program. I’m very lucky 
to have had the support 
and help of great people 
during my early days.”

Nick graduated from 
N-K in 2010, then went 

on to earn his under-
graduate and masters 
degrees from South 
Dakota State University. 
He lives in Albert Lea 
and continues to farm 
with his dad, Leon, near 
the Glenville state line.

Nick’s mother, Polly, 
a much-loved special 
education teacher at 
N-K for 41 years, sadly 
passed away about a 
year ago. When nomi-
nated for this award, 
Nick’s wish was that his 

mom would have been 
there to see it.

“She would be proud,” 
Nick said. “She would 
say, ‘My son belongs in 
teaching, and he’s in the 
right area.”’

“Mom was my stron-
gest advocate, the per-
son in my corner, always 
there to support me. I 
have no doubt that she’s 
looking down and still 
with us today, knowing 
her legacy will live on.”

Primary
Cont. from Page 1

Schiltz
Cont. from Page 1
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Brad Martinson

507-448-2902

Glenville Plumbing
& Heating

CONGRATS 
G-E 

CLASS OF 
2020

507-373-6414
CELL# 

507-383-0668

Hayward 
and

Glenville

Way to Go!Best of luck 
to the 

Class of 
"2020”

101 1st Ave SW
Glenville, MN  56036

507-448-3717
800-795-1255

Color:  Gold, Black & White  ~  Flower:  White Gerbera Daisy 

GLENVILLE
SHORT STOP

Hwy. 65 South
507-448-3547

Marcia & Craig 
Rayman

24 hr. Pay at 
the Pump

Glenville
American

Legion
331 W. Main 
Glenville, MN

For God 
and 

Country

“Always providing
quality service to the 

construction industry”

2400 Myers Road
Albert Lea MN
(507) 373-1960

Glenville Scale
(507) 448-2047

Sara Kaye Allison

Dawson Dean Dahlum

Sydney Marie 
Rasmusson

Chloe Michelle 
Anderson

Dylan Wyatt Gerber

Kennedy Rae 
Severtson

Gage Jonathan 
Bremer

Dillon Darrel Jacobsen

Marcus Antonio Valdez Jadelyn Jo 
Williamson-Callaway

300 West Main, Glenville, MN

507-448-3981

The Following 
Businesses Wish 

to 
Congratulate the 

Glenville-Emmons 
"Class of 2020"

WELSH  
CHIROPRACTIC 

CLINIC, P.C.
J. W. WELSH, D. C.

(641)
324-1626

Troy Hillman
ASE Certified Technician

Complete Engine Diagnostics

Shellrock Repair
Best rates & highest quality parts & service

80739 110th St.
Gordonsville, MN

507-402-1415

Jayson Olson
jayson@tohins.com

Glenville Office	
120 E. Main St. Suite 1
Glenville, MN 56036
(507) 406-1203	

OLSON 
INSURANCE

Northwood Office
704 Central Ave., P.O. Box 287

Northwood, IA  50459
(641) 324-2452

Fax (641) 324-1229

olsoninsuranceia.com

Hats off to 
Glenville 
-Emmons
Class of 

2020

Celebrating the Glenville-Emmons 
Class of 2020

FALLGATTERS 
MARKET

Northwood 
641-324-1651

Congrats to 
Class of 

2020
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Northwood 
Anchor Church

NORTHWOOD 
ANCHOR

324-1051
Northwood, IA

DEWEY KRUGER 
MUSIC
324-1300

Northwood, IA

The Sponsors of this feature do so with the 
hope that more people will attend the

church of their choice on a weekly basis

TERRY AND JOANNE STEINMETZ

In the furnace and on the anvil
Often in life we feel that we are either in the 
furnace and being burned up or on the anvil 
and being hammered. Perhaps this metaphor is 
apt. In order to grow and develop we may need 
to be heated to the melting point and then 
pounded into shape. The trials and tribulations 
of life are often sources of growth and develop-
ment, if only we can learn from them. This can be an easy 
thing to accept in the cool of the afternoon, when things are 
going smoothly and we have time to reflect, or even when the 
trials and tribulations are small and are better described as 
irritants. As the trials grow and increase in size from mere 
irritants into serious problems—car crashes, deaths, and job 
losses—it becomes increasingly more difficult to affirm them 
as opportunities for growth. It may, at times, be wrong to 
think of them this way, as it would be heartless to say that 
someone’s loss of a loved one or a cancer diagnosis is an 
opportunity to grow and develop. But inwardly, we some-
times have to believe this, to believe that God is shaping us 
for higher things through this cosmic furnace and anvil. 
Otherwise, we despair. How strange and wonderful are the 
ways of God.  –Christopher Simon
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, when-
ever you face trials of many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
– James 1:2-4 NIV

706 8th St. North • Northwood • 641-324-0117

www.WorthLumber.com
info@Worth Lumber.com

BUILDING
SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sat. Closed

Check with your local 
church about online services, 

updates and changes.The Veterans Affairs Office is now 
open during normal posted hours.

Please phone ahead to make 
an appointment.

Worth County Veterans Affairs
99 B 9th Street North • Northwood, Iowa

Tues. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Wed. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. / Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

641-324-0480
Please call to confirm that your Veterans Service Officer is available.

An effort will be made to accommodate your schedule.

88th General 
Assembly: 

This weekend fami-
lies all across the state 
will be celebrating Me-
morial Day. While it 
may look different this 
year than others, I 
think it is important we 
remember what Memo-
rial Day is for and why 
we celebrate it. 

Memorial Day, 
which used to be known 
as Decoration Day, is 
much more than the 
unofficial beginning 
to the summer sea-
son. It became an of-
ficial holiday in 1971, 
but had been observed 
many years before, 
starting with tributes 
to soldiers who died 
during the Civil War. 
Over time a number of 
communities started 
holding their own cer-
emonies and placing 
flowers on graves. Now 
we use the day to hon-
or all those who have 
lost their lives fight-
ing for our country and 
the freedoms we have. 
We may take these 
freedoms for granted 
sometimes, and more 
recently we are learn-
ing more about what 
those freedoms mean 
to us and how they af-
fect our daily lives. Ob-
serving Memorial Day 
could be as simple as 
the freedom to go where 
we please, see our fam-
ily and friends, and go 
about our day as we see 
fit. Or this day could 
be spent celebrating 
the freedoms and prin-
ciples that our country 
has been built upon, 
like freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, and 
life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.  

 One Iowan, and one 
of my colleagues in the 
Iowa House of Repre-
sentatives, travels the 
state and paints murals 
on large boulders to help 
give some recognition 

to our state’s veterans. 
Ray (or Bubba as many 
know him) Sorensen, is 
known for painting the 
original Freedom Rock 
near Menlo and his tour 
across the state to put a 
smaller Freedom Rock 
in every county. You 
can find a map on the 
Freedom Rock website, 
www.thefreedomrock.
com. The website shows 
the location of the rocks 
in each county, as well 
as which ones are done 
and which ones are still 
a work in progress. I’d 
encourage you to see 
one in your area as part 
of your holiday celebra-
tions, and as a remind-
er of why we celebrate 
Memorial Day.

There is also a Na-
tional Moment of Re-
membrance on Memo-
rial Day at 3 p.m. local 
time. In lieu of the pa-
rades or public events 
common on Memorial 
Day, a number of events 
are happening online. 
However you celebrate 
this year, please take a 
moment to reflect and 
remember our coun-
try’s fallen heroes, the 
courage and bravery it 
took to go fight for our 
country, and the sacri-
fice they made to pro-
tect our nation and its 
freedoms.

The Constituent 
Connection

Waylon Brown
State Senator

District 26

By Morgan Johnson
Library Director

We are happy to an-
nounce that the library 
will begin opening to the 
public on a restricted 
basis starting on June 
2! Please work with us 
as we adjust to protocols 
deemed necessary by 
our new world with the 
coronavirus. We are ex-
cited to be working our 
way back to “normal.” 
Also parents make sure 
to read on to learn about 
our Summer Reading 
Program for this year!

Curbside services will 
still be offered on Mon-
days from 1-5 p.m. and 
on Thursdays from 1-6 
p.m. Please contact the 
library ahead of time to 
reserve your materials. 
We will run the items 
you have requested out 
to your car for you at 
your designated time. 

Starting on June 2 
we will begin offering 
entry to the library on 
Tuesdays from 1-6 p.m. 
and on Fridays from 1-5. 

Computers, the rest-
rooms, the reading room, 
kids’ toys/games and the 
makerspace will remain 
closed to the public. The 
number of patrons in the 
library at one time will 
be limited to 10. Those 
visiting must practice so-
cial distancing of main-
taining six feet distance 
from others and practice 
good hygiene. Masks are 
also encouraged but not 
required. We ask patrons 
to limit their time spent 
in the library and keep 
their visit to 15 minutes 
or less. Children under 
16 must be accompanied 
by an adult. All returns 
must be dropped off in 
the drop box. Do NOT 
set returned items on 
the circulation counter. 
We will be increasing our 
disinfecting of surfaces, 
and returned library 
books and DVDs will be 
set aside for 1 week to al-
low for decontamination.

Again due to the coro-
navirus, we have had to 
make adjustments to our 

Summer Reading Pro-
gram (SRP). We will still 
be offering a program 
but it will be a “no-con-
tact” type summer as we 
all know that gatherings 
are still not allowed. This 
year every child is en-
couraged to reach a goal 
of 1,000 minutes! Prizes 
will be awarded at 250, 
500, 750 and 1000 min-
utes. In lieu of our tra-
ditional programing and 
activities we will offer to-
go craft kits, online story 
times, fun challenges, 
and at times a “chap-
ter a day” read aloud. 
If your child wishes to 
participate please search 
Facebook for our private 
group titled “Northwood 
Public Library SRP 
2020.” All necessary in-
formation will be pro-
vided via this group. If 
you don’t have access to 
Facebook please contact 
the library by phone at 
324-1340, and we can 
get you the necessary in-
formation. 

For a list of new titles 

at the library this month 
please check Facebook 
as I continue to post new 
videos with the new titles 
we add to our collection. 
If you have any ques-
tions or concerns please 
contact us at 324-1340 or 
e-mail us at northwood-
library@mchsi.com. 

We hope you are all 
staying safe, healthy 
and happy! And we look 
forward to your return 
to the library as soon as 
you feel comfortable to 
do so!

Northwood Public Library

You are invited to 
access the “Bethel of 
Manly” Facebook page 
on Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. to see the 
live worship service 
with Pastor Cory Al-
lard, and  at a later 
time you are able to 
go to the Bolan Trinity 
UM Church Facebook 
page for the service. 

Bolan

Hours
Thurs. - Sat. 5-8 p.m.

324-1052

We can print 
your color 

copies.
 

Call for 
more details

324-1051

Curbside 
Service is 
Available!
324-2112

Hours
Mon. - Fri. 

6 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Northwood
Theatre

740 Central Ave
324-0064

Adults $5
18 and under $3

www.northwoodtheatre.com

WATCH OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE 

AND THEATRE 
WEBSITE FOR 

REOPENING DAY 
DETAILS

We will be showing the 
DVD 2007 Northwood-

Kensett State Basketball 
Championship Game

Thursday, May 28
Friday, May 29 &
Saturday, May 30

at 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 31 at 4 p.m.

This is a fundraiser for the  
Vikings Activity Center

Now Open for Dine-In 
at 50% Capacity

SHOP LOCALLY

Congregate 
Meals

CARQUEST 
Auto PartsTequila’sNorthwood

Theatre

Kathy Christianson, Stylist

Full-Service
Salon

Kuts
Kathy’s 
Located in Ken’s Barber Shop

Call  
641-390-1129 
for appointments

Kathy’s Kuts

Northwood
Anchor

VerHelst 
Drug Center

Sue’s 
Cornerpost

May 28-June 3
324-1244

Thursday: Tater Tot Hot 
Dish, Lettuce, Peaches & 
Pineapple, WW Roll
Friday: Cook’s Choice
Monday: Ham Loaf, Mashed 
Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Apple Slices, Rice Pudding
Tuesday: Minestone Soup, 
Lettuce, Peaches, 
Breadstick, Chocolate 
Pudding
Wednesday: Baked Cod, 
Baked Potato w/Butter & 
Sour Cream, Steamed 
Carrots, Pears

Wednesday
 Spaghetti Hot Dish

Thursday
 Chicken & Biscuits

Friday
Meat Loaf Dinner

Saturday
Sloppy Joe with Choice

Monday
 Swedish Meatballs

Thursday
 Ham & Noodle Hot Dish

 We are now open for 
dine-in at 50% capacity

641-324-2912
Signature’s 
Supper Club

Turkey 
Filets

$8
Open Thursdays 
& Fridays Only

Call for Reservations 
for Dine in Only

Hours
Friday — 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

641-323-0000

Daily Specials
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - Pollo Loco
Wednesday - Shrimp Burrito

Thursday
$1 Off Fajitas & 

1/2 Off Margaritas
Friday - Enchilada

Saturday - Burritos Deluxe
Sunday

Kids Free with 
each Adult Meal

Heroes at work
Just in case it was unclear, 
signs recently added at the 
Lutheran Retirement Home 
and Northwood Pines As-
sisted Living illustrate the 
heroic nature of the nurses 
and other staff members 
that support the senior 
members of the community 
that call the facilities home.



By Diane Julius, 
PA-c at MercyOne 
Mason City 
Pediatric & 
Adolescent Care

Iowa joined 19 states 
which are reporting 
at least one case of a 
new pediatric mul-
tisystem inflamma-
tory syndrome (PMIS). 
This rare condition is 
also known as multi-
system inflammatory 
syndrome in children 
(MIS-C). Once PMIS 
is detected, the child 
should begin receiving 
care. Fortunately, some 
characteristics of PMIS 
are similar to other 
treatable inflammatory 
diseases. Meanwhile, 
researchers are looking 
for possible connections 
to the COVID-19 virus.

"The providers feel 
that it is important for 
infants, children and 
adolescents to be seen 

when they become ill, 
and not delay care. This 
has become increasing-
ly important in light of 
the recent COVID-19 
pandemic. Infants and 
small children are un-
able to verbalize their 
symptoms, and should 
be checked when they 

are ill to identify other 
reasons for illness such 
as fever, ear infection, 
pharyngitis, cough, etc. 

We have completely 
separated our sick and 
well patients so that we 

can provide care with-
out undue risk to oth-
ers. Delay in being seen 
can increase a patient's 
risk for more serious 
infections and possible 
hospitalizations.

We have not seen as 
of yet, any cases of mul-
tisystem inflammatory 
syndrome in children; 
but please know that 
we are keeping up-to-
date on the information 
being presented and we 
are prepared to provide 
care if the situation 
arises."

Iowa joins 19 states reporting 
at least one case of PMIS

DIANE JULIUS
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Northwood
Anchor Society

It seems Coca-Cola® isn’t just for 
drinking anymore.  Of course, lots of peo-
ple have made the crock pot beef roast 
that calls for a can of real coke (no diet 
stuff here) but on a trip to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, I discovered a book at the 
official Coca-Cola Museum that takes 
this popular household stand-by to new 
heights.  “Coca-Cola® Recipes” (2016, 
Publications International, Ltd., Morton 
Grove, Illinois) has recipes for everything 
from appetizers to desserts containing 
Coke. The following were adapted from 
the chapter titled “Beef & Pork.”

Fruited Pork Chops
4 Iowa Chops, 3/4” thick	
1 medium cooking apple
1 medium lemon or orange
1 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons packed brown sugar
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1/8 teaspoon ground ginger
1/2 cup regular Coca-Cola®

Trim excess fat from the chops, 
then brown them on each side in an 
ungreased non-stick skillet. Lay the 
chops in a shallow baking pan. Make 
only one layer; don’t overlap. Sprinkle 
with the spices. Core the apple but 
leave it unpeeled. Cut it crosswise into 
4 thick slices and place one on each 
chop. Cut the lemon into 4 thick slic-
es, removing seeds, and place atop 
the apple slices. Sprinkle evenly with 
the brown sugar and pour the Coke® 
around the chops. Cover tightly with 
foil and bake for 45 minutes at 350 de-
grees F.  Remove pan from the oven 
but leave the oven on. Blend the corn-
starch with 2 tablespoons of cold wa-
ter and stir into the meat juices. Bake, 
uncovered for another 15 minutes or 
until the chops are fork-tender. Spoon 
the sauce over the fruit and chops to 
glaze.

Matchless Meatloaf
1 1/2 pounds 85% ground beef
2 tablespoons catsup
1 1/2 cups fresh bread crumbs
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup minced yellow onion
1/2 teaspoon basil leaves
2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 cup Coca-Cola®
1 egg, beaten	
1 1/2 tablespoons prepared mustard

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. In 
a large bowl, break up the meat a 
bit then add the crumbs, onions and 

parsley. Mix well. Combine the beaten 
eggs with the rest of the ingredients in 
a separate bowl. Pour over the meat 
and lightly toss to blend thoroughly. Use 
a fork or your clean hands but be gen-
tle. The mixture will be soft and moist. 
Place in a 9x5x3-inch loaf pan.  Bake 
for 1 hour; let the loaf rest for 10 minutes 
before slicing to redistribute the juices. 

Spicy Pork Po’ Boys
Rub:
1 tablespoon each of smoked pa-

prika, garlic powder, onion powder, ko-
sher salt and black pepper combined 
in a small bowl. Add 2 tablespoons chili 
powder, 1 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
and mix well. 

1 pound boneless pork ribs
1/2 cup regular Coca-Cola®
1 tablespoon hot pepper sauce
1/2 cup catsup
Dash of Worcestershire sauce
1/2 cup prepared coleslaw
4 French rolls, toasted

Coat the pork ribs evenly with the 
rub on all sides. Let them sit at least 3 
hours or overnight in the refrigerator. 
On serving day, preheat the oven 
to 250 degrees F.  Place the ribs in a 
covered baking dish or Dutch oven. 
Combine the cola, hot pepper sauce 
and Worcestershire sauce to make 
a sauce. Drizzle this evenly over the 
pork. Bake, covered for at least 4 hours; 
the pork should easily fall apart when 
shredded. Remove the meat from the 
dish or Dutch oven.  Add the catsup to 
the meat juices and cook for 4-6 min-
utes on the stovetop or until the sauce 
has thickened and combined. Pour 
the sauce over the pork and shred 
the meat while combining it with the 
sauce. Serve the pork on the toasted 
rolls topped with a spoonful of the cole-
slaw. NOTE: instead of using slaw, you 
can top with shredded lettuce, diced 
tomatoes or dill pickles. 

I long ago thought I had reached criti-
cal mass when it came to owning cook-
books.  I really, really didn’t need any 
more!  But, when friends offer me gifts of 
books that have been in their families for 
years or my sister finds one she thinks I 
would enjoy, who can refuse?  So, when 
we travel, which is often, I indulge my 
habit by being drawn to the cookbook sec-
tion of any gift shop, tourist trap or book 
store I happen upon. I guess there could 
be worse addictions; at least this one 
is legal and helps the economy!  And…
that’s all she wrote.

We may live without poetry, 
music and art; We may live with-
out conscience and live without 
heart; We may live without 
friends; we may live without 
books; But a civilized man cannot 
live without cooks.

Bulwer Lytton, 
Edward Robert

Cook Bookin’      by Sandy Olson

To contact Sandy Olson for comments or suggestions, please email her at: midwestfoodie@gmail.com

4VOTE
WILLIAM
SCHULTE

District 2 Supervisor
Republican Party

Your support on Tuesday, June 2 
would be appreciated!

Paid for by Schulte for Supervisor

A Million Questions. 
One Answer:

Conner Colonial
Chapel

1008 First Ave. S.
Northwood

641-324-1543

Bronze Memorials 
Granite Headstones
Funeral/Cremation 

Pre-planning

www.colonialchapels.com

We can help you design a Memorial 
for any North Iowa Cemetery

30% Off
Any Marker/ 
Headstone

641-324-2452
704 Central Ave., 

Northwood, IA 50459

Kory Olson and Jayson Olson

Serving the areas 
insurance needs for 

over 138 years

641-454-2292
103 N. Todd St.
Manly, IA 50456

507-406-1203
120 E. Main St., Suite 1

Glenville, MN 56036

WORTH MUTUAL/OLSON INSURANCE

olsoninsuranceia.com

In Kensett
“Where the sun always shines.” 641-845-2033

May SPECIALS
Beef Pizza $9.99

16 pc. Chicken $22

Store open 
7 days a week!

Hours: 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Cafe Open:
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. • 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Good through May 31, 2020

Sunday DINNER SPECIAL
2 pc. Broasted

Chicken Dinner $6.95

Serving

North Iowa

Since 1980

4350 Dancer Ave.
St. Ansgar, Iowa

We Take Pride In 
Our Quality 

Service!

Don't let an old system slow you down!
"Forget the Rest, Come See the BEST!"

New & Used
Computer Sales & Service

Windows 7 available on all systems!
• Custom Built Computers

• Custom Servers • Custom Networking 
• Upgrades on Older Systems 

• Websites

Call Nick or Tim Today: 
(641) 713-2141

Cleaning out the desk
Retiring Worth County Naturalist Dan Block was cleaning his desk drawer out 
when he discovered this old picture, featuring members of the Northwood Anchor 
family. According to Block, the photo was taken 25 years ago on a trip he took to 
Canada with some local fishermen of varying experience. Shown above are the 
late Anchor reporter/photographer Ron Olson, the late Anchor publisher emeritus 
Lloyd Madson and Jason Draheim.

Patrick Courtney, 
MD has joined Mer-
cyOne Family Medicine 
Residency as a faculty 
member and practicing 
physician. Dr. Courtney 
received his education 
from Missouri University 
of Science and Technol-
ogy, Medical University 
of South Carolina and 
Lincoln Family Medicine 
Program. 

Dr. Courtney is a na-
tive of Lansing, Kansas 
and looks forward to pro-
viding care to those who 
live in the community 

as well as the surround-
ing area. "I pursued the 
medicinal field because I 
like using knowledge and 
skills to help patients 
understand and manage 

their health concerns. I 
love Family Medicine's 
breadth: taking care of all 
ages with all conditions." 
– Dr. Patrick Courtney

MercyOne Family 
Medicine Residency of-
fers a wealth of educa-
tional opportunities and 
experiences in family 
medicine and is dedicat-
ed to providing continual 
and comprehensive care. 
They are currently ac-
cepting new patients 
with virtual visit options. 
To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 641-428-7766.

MercyOne Family Medicine Residency 
welcomes Patrick Courtney, MD

PATRICK COURTNEY
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Thirteen years at the Anchor 
covering four Davidson sisters

By Mike Simmons
Sports Editor

It doesn’t really 
seem possible, but 
the 2019-2020 high 
school sports season 
is my 13th as the 
sports editor at the 
Northwood-Anchor. 
In those 13 years 
I have many fond 
memories and have 
gotten to know so 
many kind people 
while covering their 
children through their athletic careers at North-
wood-Kensett High School.

And while I can’t possibly understand what 
the loss of most of your senior year is like for this 
year’s student athletes, I am nonetheless a bit 
sad at the prospect of the end of an era for me.

From my first day at the Anchor, way back in 
2007, there has always been one constant that I 
could count on, a Davidson sister playing mul-
tiple sports. Steve and Brenda Davidson, as most 
of you know, have four very lovely daughters, 
Kjirsti, Maren, Hattie and Clara.

Kjirsti, the oldest, was the starting guard on 
the Lady Vikings basketball team and was the 
very first student athlete that I interviewed. I 
remember it well, it was at Rockford and I had 
to call her out of the stands. I’m sure I was more 
nervous than she was but she handled it like a 
pro.

Following closely behind Kjirsti was Mar-
en, who in my opinion, had she not injured her 
shoulder early in her career, would have been 
the greatest softball pitcher in N-K history, and 

I only saw her pitch as an eighth grader.
After Maren came Hattie, the two actually 

played alongside each other for a couple of years. 
Hattie was a natural athlete from the time she 
was born, by all accounts she is the best youth 
football player ever.

And last but not least, there is Clara. Clara, 
in a way, is my favorite, not so much because of 
her athletic prowess, but because I really never 
expected to get to know her. 

Following in her three sisters’ footsteps had to 
be tough on her and I didn’t believe at the time 
that she would be willing to put in the time that 
her sisters were willing to do. But Clara surprised 
me, and by the time she was done she had become 
one of the better athletes in her class.

Just to put into perspective what the four sis-
ters have accomplished in their careers, in bas-
ketball alone they have played in 299 games, 
grabbed 985 rebounds and scored 2,850 points. 

Then there’s Steve and Brenda, who without 
them none of this would be possible. I’ve now 
known this great set of parents for 13 years, I 
can’t even remember how many times we talked 
in the gym or walking to our cars about the game 
that we just watched, but the one thing I do re-
member, is that not once did they criticize a coach 
or one of their kids' teammates. Never happened. 

So while I’m excited that it now looks like 
the state of Iowa will be starting summer sports 
soon, it will never again be quite the same for me 
without a Davidson sister to cover.

Front row seat

HATTIE DAVIDSON, 2012-2016 CLARA DAVIDSON, 2016-2020

 KJIRSTI DAVIDSON, 2006-2010 MAREN DAVIDSON, 2009-2013

By Mike Simmons
Sports Editor

Just when everyone 
thought that we may 
not see high school 
sports again until the 
fall at the earliest, the 
state of Iowa and the 
two high school 
leagues have come up 
with a plan to reopen 
abandoned baseball 
and softball fields. 

Just hours after 
Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds announced 
during a news confer-
ence on COVID-19 
that she would allow 
baseball and softball 
to get underway in 
Iowa, the Iowa High 
School  Athletic 
Association (IHSAA) 
and the Iowa Girls 
High School Athletic 
Union (IGHSAU) 
agreed to her plan to 
start the 2020 summer 
sports season, with 
guidance provided by 
the Iowa Department 
of Education (DOE).

According to the 
DOE guidelines, prac-
tices for both sports 
may begin on June 1, 
provided that teams 
take on the required 
mitigation efforts.

That includes post-
ing signage that 
makes it clear that no 
one is allowed to 
attend or take part in 
practice if they have 

any symptoms of 
COVID-19 or have 
been in contact with 
someone that has been 
confirmed to have 
COVID-19 in the last 
14 days. 

Players and coaches 
should check their 
temperatures before 
attending practices.

Dugouts will not be 
allowed to be used for 
practices. Instead 
players and their 
items must be lined up 
against fences, six feet 
apart.

Parents will not be 
allowed at practices, 
unless they stay in 
vehicles or are only 
there when it is time 
to pick up or drop off a 
student.

Players will be 
asked to use their own 
gloves, helmets and 
bats as much as possi-
ble. When that is not 
possible, coaches are 
required to sanitize 
any shared equipment 
before and after prac-
tices.

Also, players will be 
required to bring their 
own water or beverag-
es for during and after 
practice. Players will 
not be allowed to use 
drinking fountains, 
portable hydration 
stations or coolers.

Coaches will be 
responsible for ensur-

ing  that players are 
remaining socially dis-
tant as much as possi-
ble throughout prac-
tice. This includes 
while playing catch, 
drills and waiting to 
bat.

Coaches should also 
be knowledgeable of 
students with pre-
existing conditions 
and work with school 
and health officials to 
take additional pre-
cautions in those 
cases.

Players should 
bring their own hand 
sanitizer.

Coaches must ban 
the spitting of sun-
flower seed shells.

Coaches will be 
asked to track absenc-
es to help note poten-
tial COVID-19 cases, 
and report when 
COVID-19 cases are 
identified.

Baseball and soft-
ball games may begin 
on June 15. At games, 
the rules above will 
remain in effect, with 
a few exceptions and 
additions.

During games, 
teams may use the 
dugouts.

Schools are asked to 
limit the use of bleach-
ers by encouraging 
spectators to bring 
their own chairs or 
stand, and keep social 

distancing and other 
public health guide-
lines in mind while 
watching games.

Spectators will also 
not be allowed to 
attend if they have 
symptoms of illness.

There will be no 
concession sales 
allowed during games.

All other organized 
sports are to remain 
suspended until July 
1.

Play ball!
Gov. Reynolds, DOE, high school 
leagues bring back summer sports

1 MAPLE ST. • KENSETT, IA 50448 • 641-845-2199

Amazing Spring Sales

New Cub Cadet XT1 LT42
547 cc Cub Cadet Engine, 42” Deck, Hydro

New Cub Cadet Ultima ZT2
24 hp Kawasaki, 60” Fab Deck, 

Premium Seat, LED Light

Sale Price 
$3,950

D&L EQUIPMENT

New Gravely ZTXL42
24 hp Kohler, 42” Deck

Sale Price 
$2,950

Sale Price 
$1,699

Sale Price 
$10,500

New Cub Cadet PRO Z 560S
27 hp Kawasaki, 60” Fab Deck, 

Electronic Power Steering

A veteran and Anchor legend
Pictured above is Anchor employee Dawn Batton, who 
was at Sunset Rest Cemetery to take a photo of volun-
teers placing flags on veterans graves, and saw Lloyd 
(LOM, one of our own) Madson's gravesite and was 
honored to place a flag on it.
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10 years
ago

June 2, 2010
This year’s Relay For 

Life of Worth County 
includes two Northwood 
residents as honorary 
chairs. Sandy Madden 
and Kathryn Mills. The 
Relay For Life of Worth 
County will be held on 
June 12, at the Worth 
County Fairgrounds.

Diana K. Madson, 
daughter of Peter 
and Lauren Madson, 
Sacramento, California 
and granddaughter 
of Lloyd Madson, 
Northwood, graduated 

from the University of 
California, Berkeley, 
with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 
Environmental Science 
Policy and Management 
and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Rhetoric 
with honors - Phi Beta 
Kappa, on May 21 at 
Zellerbach Auditorium 
on the UC Berkeley 
campus. 

The Northwood Lions 
Club sponsored a Blood 
Center of Iowa blood 
drive at First Lutheran 
Church recently. A total 
of 48 people turned out 
to make donations and 
48 units of blood were 
collected. One of those 
making a donations was 

Daryl Love.
One of the 

fundraisers associated 
with Relay For Life 
of Worth County has 
several portable porkers 
making unexpected 
appearances in yards 
throughout Worth 
County. That included 
this group of pink pigs 
that made a stop in the 
lawn of Hal Johnson 
recently. While there 
was no official word as 
to what made the pigs 
swarm, there was a 
rumor that Johnson, 
a Relay volunteer, 
had missed a Relay 
committee meeting, and 
the pigs wee curious as 
to his whereabouts.

75 years 
ago

May 31, 1945
Funeral services 

for Norman Edwin 
Burtness, 44, native 
of Fertile Township, 
held at the First Shell 
Rock Synod Lutheran 
church in Northwood, 
were conducted by the 
pastor, the Rev. Martin 
Galstad. Burial was in 
the State Line Cem-
etery three miles north 
of Northwood.

Lionel Anderson, 
62, former resident 
of Silver Lake town-
ship, and an extensive 

farmer operator for a 
number of years, died 
suddenly of heart at-
tack at his home in 
Albert Lea. His death 
came as a great shock 
as he had apparently 
been in normal health, 
going frequently to his 
farm near Albert Lea 
where his son, Marion 
resides, he'll be dealing 
with the work and car-
ing for business mat-
ters. 

Worth County 4-H 
girls will hold their 
annual Rally Day pro-
gram at the high school 
auditorium in Kensett. 
The annual program is 
enjoyed by all. 

Repair work on roofs 
and sidings, and re-

placing of 100 of bro-
ken windows is under 
way at Manly, which 
was hit by a hail storm 
which lasted over 30 
minutes. Damage to-
taled several thousands 
of dollars, according to 
rough estimates. 

Mr. and Mrs. E.A. 
Rachut, Manly, where 
they operated the E 
and W grocery for 10 
years before they re-
cently sold the busi-
ness, have bought the 
Donal Wright grocery 
in Northwood and will 
take possession. The 
transaction does not 
include the building 
which is owned by Mr. 
Wright.

100 years 
ago

May 26, 1920
A County Livestock 

Breeders Association is 
a big factor in developing 
the livestock industry of 
a country. Worth County 
is in dire need of better 
livestock. There are a 
few fine herds, but the 
majority of them are very 
ordinary, stated Knute 
Bjorka, county agent.

Charles Connell’s 
house, west of Gordons-
ville, was struck by light-
ning, and considerable 
damage done, though the 
heavy rain following put 

the fire out. Colleen, the 
two-year-old daughter 
was stunned, as was Mr. 
Connell, but all recovered 
in a few moments.

Gilbert Hanson, one of 
Northwood’s rural mail 
carriers, and an old resi-
dent of the county, sur-
prised his friends when 
he returned to North-
wood with a bride. The 
marriage took place in 
Minneapolis. The bride 
was formerly Mrs. Nellie 
Webster, of Ray, North 
Dakota, and is an old 
friend of the Hanson fam-
ily. They will be at home 
on North Eighth street. 

J.S. Veenker and Miss 
Ilah Pease drove to Nora 
Springs and were guests 
of Mrs. Norma Banton, 

of Charles City, who was 
visiting her mother in 
Nora Springs.

Mrs. Laura Yoder is 
making preparations to 
leave Northwood after 
several years’ residence 
here, during which time 
she has endeared herself 
to a large circle of friends. 

Mrs. Ralph Moore and 
four little children left for 
their home near Athboy, 
South Dakota, after hav-
ing been in Northwood 
for several weeks. It will 
be remembered that Mrs. 
Moore was called here 
by the illness and death 
of her father, the late 
W.H.M. Keller and has 
since been assisting her 
mother and Miss Eva.

50 years 
ago

May 81, 1970
All Northwood firms 

observing holiday clos-
ings will not be open 
for business on May 20 
in observance of Me-
morial Day. In addi-
tion, the court house,  
ASCS, SCS and Ex-
tension offices will be 
closed on May 29. The 
post office will be open 
Friday but closed Sat-
urday. 

Dean Hendrick-
son, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Hen-
drickson, Northwood, 
was named winner of 

a two-year Ford Mo-
tor Co. scholarship, 
in an announcement. 
Dependents of Ford 
dealer employees are 
eligible and Dean was 
one of 50 recipients in 
the United States. He 
is a 1970 graduate of 
Northwood-Kensett 
high school and plans 
to enroll in NIACC 
next fall.

Steven J. Davis, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Emery 
Davis and Elizabeth 
Tenold, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 
Tenold, Northwood 
and Susan L. Gaarder, 
Kensett, were among 
members of the largest 
graduating	  class 
in Luther College’s 

history.
Kathryn Hagen, 18, 

daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Hagen of 
Wayzata, Minnesota, 
sustained injuries on 
May 16, and is hospi-
talized in St. Mary’s 
hospital, Rochester. 
Miss Hagen is a stu-
dent at Stout college 
at Menomonie, Wis-
consin. The girl was 
struck by a car, the 
driver of which claims 
he did not see her. She 
sustained severe head 
injuries and a broken 
leg and has not re-
gained consciousness. 
Miss Hagen is the 
niece of Mrs. Curtis 
Leidal and Mrs. G.J. 
Stumo, of Northwood. 

25 years      
ago

May 31, 1995
Old Glory lent all 

its red, white and blue 
splendor to Sunset Rest 
Cemetery here over the 
Memorial Day weekend. 
Members of Northwood 
V.F.W. “Our Buddies” 
Post 6779 and other vol-
unteers erected the tra-
ditional Avenue of Flags 
at the cemetery and 
struck the colors early 
on Memorial Day.

Wet weather in early 
and mid-May has re-

sulted in a later opening 
for the Northwood swim-
ming pool than original-
ly anticipated. The city 
crew had to delay filling 
the pool because paint-
ers couldn’t finish paint-
ing the pool bottom until 
the water table dropped 
enough to allow the deep 
end to drain completely. 

Northwood-Kensett 
superintendent Jerry 
McIntire shook Leona 
Kenison’s hand at the 
retirement party the 
N-K staff held to honor 
the school’s long-time 
head cook and fellow 
retirees cook Madelyn 
Lee, custodian Gene 

Weitzel and cook Galdys 
Groe. All told, the quar-
tet had 89 years of ex-
perience on the district 
support staff and N-K 
administrators, faculty 
and students agree that 
they will be missed. All 
four received miniature 
replicas of old-fashioned 
schoolroom desks as me-
mentos of their careers 
at N-K.

Northwood resident 
Alice Olson said good-
bye recently to a few of 
the 500 dolls she spent 
lifetime collecting. Olson 
sold the results of her 
life-long hobby at auc-
tion earlier this month.

ObituariesNorthwood  Anchor

Glen N. Curtis, 79, of 
Forsyth, Missouri, went 
to be with his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ on 
May 18, 2020, after a 
lengthy battle with can-
cer. 

Glen was born on 
July 21, 1940, in Mason 
City, Iowa, son of Wil-
liam and Rachel Cur-
tis. After high school, 
Glen married Elizabeth 
Wilbur and moved to 
Northwood, Iowa. Of 
this union, three chil-
dren were born, Hope, 
Lori and Brian. Glen 
worked at Wilson Foods 
in Albert Lea, Minneso-
ta, until his retirement.

After retirement, 
Glen operated a small 
antique shop in North-
wood and he and his 
partner Nancy Nieman 
enjoyed traveling the 
state, antiquing.    Glen 
was an avid trout fish-
erman and his favorite 

spots were Burr Oak 
and Strawberry Point. 
After Nancy’s death, 
Glen worked for Worth 
County Transit.

In 2002, Glen mar-
ried Henrietta Luppen 
and they moved to For-
syth, Missouri, where 
he worked for Tri-Lakes 
Motors in Branson. He 
was well-known in For-
syth and enjoyed his 
daily coffee with friends 
at the local café.  Never 
forgetting his many 

friends in Northwood, 
Glen always said the 
only thing he did not 
miss were Iowa’s win-
ters!

Glen is survived 
by his wife Henrietta; 
children, Hope (Curt) 
Enerson, Lori Thomas, 
Brian (Lena) Knapp; 
sister, Rhonda Wil-
liams; grandchildren, 
Caleb (Chelsea) Ener-
son, Christopher Thom-
as, Brittni (Tuan) Pham 
and Arianna Thomas; 
one great-granddaugh-
ter, Kinsey Enerson; 
his step-children, Doug 
Santee, Dennis Santee, 
Steve Santee, Sandra 
Reams and Cindy Jep-
son; and several step-
grandchildren. 

Glen was preceded in 
death by his grandson, 
Brandon Thomas and 
two nephews, Shawn 
and Shane Olsen.

Glen Curtis

GLEN CURTIS

Melody Anne Bak-
ken, 53, of North Liber-
ty passed away peace-
fully on May 7, 2020, 
at her home, following 
a courageous nine year 
battle with osteosarco-
ma. She was surround-
ed by her loving family.

To celebrate her life 
just as she wanted, 
services will be held at 
Terry Trueblood Rec-
reation Area after the 
Coronavirus pandemic 
restrictions have been 
lifted. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be 
directed to the family 
to be distributed to or-
ganizations that were 
important to Melody.

Melody was born 
on October 24, 1966, 
in Sioux City, Iowa, 
to Richard and Sallie 
(Raney) Carter Jr. She 
was raised in Sioux 
City, where she also 
graduated from Sioux 
City North High School 
in 1985 before attend-
ing Buena Vista Col-
lege in Storm Lake, 
Iowa where she met the 
love of her life. 

After graduating in 
1989 with her bache-
lor’s degree from Buena 
Vista, she continued 
her education at the 
University of Iowa to 
obtain her dream job 
of becoming an Embry-
ologist. In 1990, Melody 
began work as a Public 
Health Microbiologist 
at the State Hygien-
ic Lab in Coralville, 
Iowa. Six years later, 
Melody began working 
as an Embryologist at 
the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics 
where she worked until 
she passed.

Melody married the 
love of her life, Jeff Al-
lan Bakken on June 23, 
1990, in Northwood, 
Iowa. The couple lived 
in Cedar Rapids for 11 
years before settling in 
North Liberty for the 
last 20 years. Becoming 
a mother to her three 
children, Jakeb, Jaclyn, 
and Jayson was the 
best gift that she could 
have ever asked for.

Melody was dedi-
cated to her role as an 
Embryologist, work-
ing for the University 
of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics for 24 years. If 
you knew Melody, you 
know that no matter 
what cancer threw at 
her, it didn’t stop her 
from working. Even in 
her final weeks, Melody 
spoke in hope of return-
ing to work. She loved 

her job, the families she 
formed, and the friends 
she made during her 
time as an Embryolo-
gist.

She loved work-
ing with her husband 
around their house 
to make it a home for 
their family, spending 
time on the phone every 
morning with her oldest 
son, shopping with her 
daughter, and watch-
ing Marvel movies with 
her youngest son. Aside 
from the things she 
loved doing with her 
family, she also loved 
being outdoors, travel-
ing to Wisconsin Dells 
and Lake Okoboji in 
her children's early 
ages, flying to Can-
cun or Punta Cana for 
spring breaks, attend-
ing games at Wrigley 
Field to support the 
Chicago Cubs, reading 
any and all books she 
could get her hands on, 
and keeping her home 
clean.

Above all, Melody 
loved her family and 
time spent with them 
brought her so much 
joy. No matter how ill 
cancer made her, she 
never missed a school 
or sporting event. In 
fact, during her years 
as a softball coach 
she still made it to all 
games and practices 

even while undergoing 
chemotherapy. Melody 
was always the loud-
est parent in the stands 
and supported her chil-
dren wholeheartedly 
in anything they put 
their minds to. She was 
always the first per-
son her children would 
turn to in times of good 
and bad news. She was 
their person and they 
were hers. Her family 
will continue to live out 
through Melody by ask-
ing themselves “what 
would Melody do?”

She leaves behind a 
legacy which will live on 
in her loving family, her 
husband, Jeff Bakken 
of North Liberty; and 
their children, Jakeb 
Bakken of Ames, Iowa, 
Jaclyn Bakken and 
Jayson Bakken, both 
of North Liberty; three 
brothers, Richard Cart-
er of Hawthorne, Wis-
consin, Robin (Cindy) 
Carter of Omaha, Ne-
braska, Russell (Anne) 
Carter of Fernandina 
Beach, Florida; four 
sisters, Dawn Hoberg 
of Surprise, Arizona, 
Eve Carter of Phoenix, 
Arizona, Honey (Skip) 
Yates of Underwood, 
Iowa, Wendy (Jerry) 
Solberg of Des Moines, 
Iowa; her in-laws Jerry 
and Bonnie Bakken of 
Northwood, Iowa; two 
sisters-in-law, Julie 
(Bill) Cooney of Clear 
Lake, Iowa and Jenni-
fer (Tim) Haugebak of 
Anthem, Arizona; along 
with numerous nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, 
and great nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents.

Please share a mem-
ory of Melody or send 
your condolences to the 
family at www.lensing-
funeral.com.

Melody Bakken

MELODY BAKKEN
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While you’ll always have to 
worry about the weather...  
let us worry about your  
financial needs.
At NSB Bank we strive to make life easier 
for our customers when it comes to their 
farming needs. Our Ag lenders know the 
importance of understanding each farmer’s 
individual operation.

Stop in the bank or call either Aaron  
or Andy to visit about your operation.

Aaron Carman

Andy Julseth

900 Central Avenue, Northwood, IA  (641) 324-1023
www.nsbbank.com

Serving Two Great
Communities

The “Cow” Pie 
Coffee Shoppe

4705 Wheelerwood Rd. 
 Northwood

Enjoy BEEF & for Dinner

TO
P 
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F 

IO
WA WELCOME CEN
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R

641-324-3184

Tom & Amber Stevens
4561 Quail Avenue,  Northwood, Iowa 50459

Cutting
     Raking
          Baling

Hay
         Straw   

  Stalks           

(641) 390-0743Thank you Worth 
County Cattlemen 

for all your support 
and hard work

WORTH COUNTY 
VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

1600 Central Ave.
Northwood

641-324-1084

108 E. Industrial Dr.
St. Ansgar

641-736-2472
Home

641-324-1147

Supper Club
728 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 50459 • 641-324-1052

Choose queen or king cut every 
Friday and Saturday night 5-9 p.m.

We serve only the finest 
quality Iowa corn-fed 
beef at our restaurant

By JoAnn Lower
Some of life’s most 

important lessons, les-
sons that make strong 
values, come from lov-
ing cattle, and passing 
that tradition on.

Dwight Bruns’ love 
of cattle began when 
he was just 10 years 
old. “I was a member 
of Fertile Valley 4-H 
and showed my first 
calf at the North Iowa 
Fair, a Shorthorn/
Hereford cross I’d 
raised as a bucket 
calf.”

In the early 1970s 
Dwight’s father David 
bought a bare 80 acres 
between Hanlontown 
and Fertile. In 1976 he 
purchased a house 
from Kensett Homes 
in Kensett for his kids 
and his wife Lola, an 
RN at the Forest City 
Hospital. 

While the Bruns 
family was settling 
into their new home, 
David moved a barn 
from southwest of 
Forest City, built on a 
lean-to, tore down a 
silo and re-erected it 
beside the barn. 
Because he wanted to 
milk cows.

In 2010 Dwight 
bought the acreage 
from his dad. “I 
swapped houses with 
Dad. He moved to 
town, and Kay and I 
moved to the acreage, 
the place I’d grown 
up.”

Bruns now has 31 
head of fat cattle – 

mostly Angus, some 
A n g u s / S i m m e n t a l . 
“I’ve been raising them 
since I was a 4-H kid. 
I’ve gone all the way 
from cow-calf to feed-
lot.”

Along with raising 
and finishing cattle, 
Dwight partners with 
his brothers in grain 
farming. Warren lives 
just 1/4 mile south and 
Richard 2 1/2 miles 
west of Dwight’s place.

Like her husband, 
Kay Bruns is also a 
farm kid. She grew up 
on a grain and dairy 
farm near Burt, Iowa. 
She is employed at 
Mercy One in Mason 
City as a records clerk.

Sons Justin and 
Cody attended school 
in Forest City and as 
high schoolers were 
active in FFA. After 
graduation, they 
enrolled at NIACC. 

While in high school 
Justin received the 
American FFA Degree, 
a degree awarded at 
the National FFA 
Convention & Expo 
each year to less than 
one percent of FFA 
members, making it 
one of the organiza-
tion’s highest honors. 
Jason is also in the 
Worth County Sheriff’s 
Reserves, a member of 
the Fertile Fire 
Department and works 
as a security guard at 
Winnebago.

Cody has his own 
start of a cowherd and 
works for a farmer 

who raises baby calves. 
Both young men help 
Dad in their free time.

But cattle aren’t the 
only animals at the 
Bruns’ place; there’s 
Molly, the English 
shepherd. “We bought 
her to be a cow dog, 
but she’s more inter-
ested in being a 
friend.”

Why does Dwight 
Bruns raise cattle? 
“It’s certainly not for 
the money I make,” he 
smiled. “It’s something 
I learned as a kid 
growing up on a farm.”

DWIGHT AND KAY BRUNS CODY BRUNS

JUSTIN BRUNS AND MOLLY

A life in cattle is a family tradition for Bruns



By Allan Johnson
Each year the Worth 

County Cattlemen have, 
for a number of years, 
done a brief review of the 
previous year's activities.

May 2020 finds our in-
dustry in a very unusual 
position, market ready 
cattle, with no one to 
buy them, or the ability 
to slaughter them. Local 
locker facilities booked 
full out into next winter.

Local fast food restau-
rants, even with doors 
closed, cannot get ham-
burger enough to supply 
their drive thru traffic. 

Market cattle becom-
ing over weight and over 
conditioned, while con-
sumer demand  is not be-
ing met, even with inflat-
ed meat counter prices.

How many of today's 
shoppers can remember 
the last time beef was 
rationed at the local gro-
cery store? Probably in 
the 1940s, during World 
War II, when rationing 
was government oper-
ated and controlled for 
hundreds of items, in-
cluding meat.

Beef Month in May 
2019 was very normal 
for the Worth County 
Cattlemen's group. Prep-
arations for the Worth 
County Fair, with spon-
sorship of rate of gain 
monetary awards, halter 
presentations in coopera-
tion with Worth County 
Vet Service, Father's Day 
dinner served on the last 
day of the fair. They also 
sponsored a beef schol-

arship for the Animal 
Science Roundup during 
4-H State Conference. 
2020 will be dramatically 
different with regard to 
State Conference and the 
Worth County Fair.

July 2019 found the 
Worth County Cattle-
men hosting the an-
nual Cattlemen's picnic. 
Awards were presented 
that evening, along with 
a ribeye and corn on the 
cob supper. Long time 
supporter of the Cattle-
men's programs, includ-
ing managing the annual 
Club Calf Sale for many 
years in a most profes-
sional manner, was the 
Keith Braun family, be-
ing placed in "The Worth 
County Cattlemen's 
Hall of Fame." Also hon-
ored that evening, being 
named "A Worth County 
Cattlemen's Friend of 
the Industry," was Dave 
VerHelst, for his long 
term membership and 
support.

Worth County has 
also been involved and 
associated with the Iowa 
Cattlemen's Associa-
tion and several of their 
activities throughout 
the year. We were rep-
resented on three com-
mittees at their annual 
meeting in December. 
We also purchased from 
one of our members a 
steer, which was donated 
to the Carcass Challenge 
Program. Several other 
members also furnished 
a steer for this program. 
Both steers represented 

Worth County very well 
in competition with 80 
other steers. The money 
from this project helps 
fund "the Young Cattle-
men's Leadership Pro-
gram."

Several Worth County 
cattle were entered in 
the "ICA Performance 
Bull Test Sales" and sold 
this spring.

The ICA was repre-
sented every day this 
year in the Iowa legisla-
ture by our lobbyist and 
our legislative director 
as well. This has been a 
busy year for these indi-
viduals as cattlemen had 
a number of issues on the 
agenda this year.

As May Beef Month 
approached us this year 
of 2020, we have, in the 
cattle industry, many is-
sues and challenges fac-
ing us. We have extreme-
ly low cattle prices due 
to a more than adequate 
supply of market-ready 
cattle, and an unbeliev-
ably limited amount of 
slaughter and processing 
facility operating due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

These problems, 
coupled with packers 
taking advantage of the 
situation, by increasing 
prices to retailers and 
wholesalers creating ex-
tremely high profits for 

their industry, while cat-
tle feeders, farmers and 
ranchers struggle with 
unheard of losses.

The Iowa Cattlemen's 
organization has been 
the leading advocate for 
several years, to attempt 
to increase the percent of 
negotiated or cash sales 
of market-ready cattle. 
This is in an attempt to 
bring some transparency 
to this market and cut 
back on the number of 
formula marketed cattle.

How serious is our 
marketing problem? 
About two weeks ago, the 
cut-out value of choice 
beef carcasses, for sev-
eral days in a row, set all 
time record high prices, 
in the mid $4 a pound 
range wholesale, out 
the packing house door. 
Packers in the same 
days were buying choice 
steers on a grade and 
yield, carcass basis for 
about $1.70 per pound on 
the farm. A 1,400 pound 
yielding an 868 pound 
carcass, at $1.70 per 
pound, brings the feeder 
$1,475. The packer sells 
the 868 pound carcass 
at $4.40, which brings 
the packer $3,819. This 
leaves the packer over 
$2,300 for his slaughter 
and processing costs and 
profit.

Obviously the mar-
keting supply chain is 
broken and needs repair. 
What is the answer? We 
know a big part of the 
problem is the pandemic. 
There are several smaller 
problems, like too much 
consolidation of packers, 
creating a lack of com-
petition and too much 
packer control of market 
ready cattle through for-
mula marketing.

The solution will not 
come easy, but at this 
time the Iowa Cattle-
men's Association is 
leading the search for 
the answer and the Iowa 

senators, along with the 
senator from Montana, 
are working on the prob-
lem and searching for an-
swers. They have, with 
the help of several other 
senators, introduced 
Senate Bill S3693, which 
directly addresses solu-
tions to this marketing 
problem. 

Support your cattle-
men's organization. We 
can not solve this prob-
lem alone. Just like the 
virus, we will get through 
this together.

"Enjoy More Beef." 
It's what's for dinner just 
down the road.
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FALLGATTER’S
OPEN DAILY 7 AM - 8 PM

98 7th St. North, Northwood • 324-1651

The Perfect Meal
Grilled Steaks from Fallgatters

Ribeye, Sirloin &
New York Strip
Great Steaks

Available Every day!

We 
support Iowa & Minnesota beef farmers

1649 430th St.  Northwood, IA  50459
www.braunshowcattle.com

KEVIN BRAUN
641-390-0383

KEITH BRAUN
641-390-0384

The Iowa beef 
industry 

generates 
$5.1 billion 

annually and 
creates jobs 
for nearly 

40,000 
Iowans.

Worth County
Farm Bureau

601 Central Avenue Northwood, IA  
641-324-1472

We Salute our 
Beef Producers

STERLING CATTLE 
PARTNERS

After 48 years - still the place for 
performance bred quality Simmental, 

Angus and Sim-Angus breeding stock of genders and 
most ages.

THANKS to all of  the folks who have 
purchased our cattle over the years.

johnhq817@gmail.com   
Al Johnson  515-689-0790

STERLING CATTLE 
PARTNERS

BULLS FOR SALE NOW   
• Excellent 16 month old Simm-Angus

• Really high performance Pb Angus 15 month old

• Several good younger bulls

Directors
	 Randy Oswald	 Kevin Braun
	 President	 Vice President

	Dr. Mike Dierenfeld	 Keith Braun
	 Treasurer	 Secretary

Look forward to the Worth County 
Cattlemen’s Summer Picnic

Celebrating Beef Month and 
Supporting Local Producers

Board
	 Allan	 Bruce	 Chad	 Brian	 Nathan
	 Johnson	 Pixley	 Krull	 Wallin	 Moretz

Proud to 
be a member 
of the Iowa 
and Worth 
County 

Cattlemen 
Association

801 Central Ave., 
Northwood, Iowa 

641-324-1051

What a different May Beef Month



Farmers face finan-
cial uncertainty almost 
each year, with unex-
pected changes in the 
markets and unpredict-
able weather events.

Last year, farmers 
across the Midwest dealt 

with record rainfall and 
flooding. This year, 
they’re dealing with low 
commodity prices that 
have crept even lower 
amid the market dis-
ruption caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

One trusted resource 
available to help produc-
ers gain a clearer under-
standing of their farm 
financial situation is the 
Farm Financial Plan-
ning Program at Iowa 
State University Exten-

sion and Outreach.
Six financial plan-

ning associates are 
available to offer one-on-
one financial counseling 
to those who request as-
sistance. The associates 
conduct a computerized 

analysis of the farm us-
ing FINPACK software, 
and make recommenda-
tions about specific ISU 
Extension and Outreach 
specialists who may be 
able to help the opera-
tion improve.

Ann Johanns, pro-
gram specialist in eco-
nomics at ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach, 
said farmers are deal-
ing with low prices and 
disruptions caused by 
the pandemic. She said 
working with a finan-
cial associate may help 
the producer look at the 
situation differently, 
and possibly find some 
solutions that were not 
previously apparent.

The answer isn’t al-
ways what a producer 
wants to hear, but Jo-
hanns said the asso-
ciates give an honest 
assessment about the 
path forward.

The associate offers 
a big picture look at the 
farm, and it’s up to the 
farmer to make specific 
changes and to contact 
the specialists who can 
help. While working 
with financial associ-
ates is important, Jo-
hanns said it’s equally 
important to follow up 
with the specialists the 
associate recommends.

John Jensen, of Knox-
ville, Iowa, has served 
as a financial associate 

for about four years. 
He said he likes when 
clients invite him back 
after the initial visit, so 
he can produce a sum-
mary statement of what 
they’re doing, and what 
they should consider.

The summary is use-
ful for the individual, 
and can also be useful 
when working with a 
lender, Jensen said. In-
formation is kept confi-
dential, and he makes 
recommendations when 
appropriate.

But the decisions are 
still up to the farmer, 
including reaching out 
to the specialists Jensen 
recommends.

Jensen retired from 
ag and commercial lend-
ing in 2013, and like 
the other associates, he 
enjoys the opportunity 
to share his experience 
and offer up some mean-
ingful advice.

Farmers can locate 
a Farm Financial Plan-
ning Program associate 
in their area by contact-
ing their ISU Extension 
and Outreach county 
office or by visiting the 
Farm Financial Plan-
ning Program website. 
For questions on wheth-
er meeting with an as-
sociate is the right step, 
contact the farm man-
agement field specialist 
in your area.
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This Space available 
$10 per month

Farm Feature Section
Call today!

641-324-1051
anchor1@nwdanchor.com

By Erin McCord
erin@nwdanchor.com

As the 2019 crop sea-
son came to a close, a 
look at information from 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) showed 
the results at the end of 
the season in 2019 and 
how they compared to 
2018.

Estimates released 
include information on 
corn and soybean pro-
duction for both years. 

Both sets of estimates 
showed numbers for area 
planted, area harvested, 
yield and production for 
each season, listed by 
county and region. 

According to a NASS 
release: 

"The Iowa District re-
cording the highest corn 
for grain production in 
2019 was the West Cen-
tral District with 420 
million bushels accord-
ing to estimates released 
by the USDA. The West 
Central District had the 
second highest produc-
tion at 388 million bush-
els.

Kossuth County 
was the highest rank-
ing county for corn for 
grain production with 
61.6 million bushels pro-
duced. Plymouth, Pot-
tawattamie, Crawford 
and Woodbury rounded 
out the top five. Other 
counties with production 
of more than 40 million 

bushels were Webster, 
Buchanan, Franklin and 
Carroll.

Crawford led all coun-
ties in yield with an av-
erage of 234.7 bushels 
per acre. Linn, Marshall, 
Sac, and Carrol Coun-
ties rounded out the top 
five with yields over 219 
bushels. Thirty-five of 
the published counties 
surpassed the 200 bush-
el mark in 2019."

Worth County aver-
aged 196.5 bushels per 
acre in corn, slightly be-
low the state average of 
198 bushels per acre. 

Between 2018 and 
2019, Worth County 
increased at all data 
points, including in acres 
planted in corn, area 
harvested, production, 
and yield. 

Among Iowa counties 
in 2018, Worth ranked 
65th in area planted, 
65th in area harvested 
and 66th in overall pro-
duction.  In 2019, Worth 
ranked 66th in area 
planted, 66th in area 
harvested and 60th in 
production among coun-
ties for which data was 
available.

In terms of yield, a 
statistic not influenced 
directly by the size of the 
county, Worth County 
ranked 71st in 2018 and 
jumped to 48th in 2019. 

According to NASS 
county estimates, the 
area planted for corn in 

Worth County in 2018 
was 111,500 acres. In 
2019, the county planted 
112,000 acres, a .045 per-
cent increase. 

Worth County's 
acres planted was be-
low the average area of 
174,727.27 acres planted 
in the North Central re-
gion, and the statewide 
average of 136,363.63 
acres planted. 

The area harvested for 
corn in Worth County in 
2018 was 110,000 acres; 
the area harvested in 
2019 was 110,600 acres, 
a .55 percent increase. 

The North Central 
region, which includes 
Worth as well as But-
ler, Cerro Gordo, Floyd, 
Franklin, Hancock, 
Humboldt, Kossuth, 
Mitchell, Winnebago and 
Wright totaled 1,888,000 
acres harvested in 2019. 
The regional average 
was 171,636.36 acres. 
The statewide average 
was 131,818.18 acres of 
corn harvested per coun-
ty . 

Corn yields in Worth 
County in 2019 averaged 
196.5 bushels per acre. 
In 2018, the average was 
180 bushels per acre, an 
increase of 8.89 percent. 

The  average corn 
yield in the state in 2019 
was 196.5 bushels. The 
regional average in corn 
yield was 198.6.

NASS county esti-
mates  show corn produc-
tion in Worth County in 

2018 at 19,802,000 bush-
els. In 2019, estimated 
production jumped to 
21,732,000 bushels, an 
9.75 decrease. 

The average corn 
production for the 
North Central region 
of Iowa was in 2018 
was 19,802,000 bush-
els and 21,732,000 in 
2019. Statewide, Iowa 
produced 2,583,900,000 
bushels of corn.

The North Central re-
gion was the fourth most 
productive region for 
corn in 2018 and third in 
2019.

In soybeans, accord-
ing to the NASS release, 
"In 2019, two Iowa coun-
ties had total produc-
tion of over 10.0 million 
bushels of soybeans, led 
by Kossuth County, with 
11.7 million bushels. 
Pottawattamie (10.7 mil-
lion) also topped the 10.0 
million bushel threshold. 
Woodbury (8.67 million), 
Crawford (8.64 million) 
and Benton (8.56 mil-
lion) rounded out the 
top 5 highest production 
counties.

The West Central 
District produced the 
highest district aver-
age yield at 57.3 bush-
els per acre, followed by 
the East Central Dis-
trict at 56.6 bushels per 
acre. Five counties aver-
aged at least 60.0 bush-
els per acre. Crawford 
County had the highest 

yield with an average of 
61.9 bushels per acre. 
Sioux (60.8), Marshall 
(60.6), Scott (60.5) and 
Dubuque (60.2) rounded 
out the top 5. Webster 
County recorded the low-
est yield at 49.1 bushels 
per acre."

Between 2018 and 
2019, Worth Coun-
ty's soybean numbers 
showed decreases in 
acres planted and area 
harvested, as well as pro-
duction, but an increase 
in yield. 

Among Iowa counties, 
in 2018, Worth ranked 
61st in area planted in 
soybeans, 60th in area 
harvested and 58th in 
overall production.  In 
2019, Worth ranked 56th 
in area planted, 53rd in 
area harvested and 57th 
in overall production.

Worth County ranked 
55th in 2018 and 73rd in 
2019 in soybean yields.

The area planted for 
soybeans in Worth Coun-
ty in 2018 was 88,100 
acres. In 2019, the coun-
ty planted 83,600 acres, 
a 5.11 percent decrease. 

The average area 
of  acres planted in the  
counties of the North 
Central region  was 
155,000 acres. The 
statewide average was 
92929.29 acres planted 
per county.

The area harvested 
for soybeans in Worth 
County in 2018 was 

87,200 acres; the area 
harvested in 2019 was 
82,500 acres, a 5.7 per-
cent decrease. 

The regional average 
number of acres planted 
in 2019 was 106,090.9 
acres. The statewide 
average was 92,121.21 
acres of soybeans har-
vested per county. 

Soybean yields in 
Worth County in 2018 
averaged 53.7 bushels 
per acre. In 2019, the av-
erage was 51.0 bushels 
per acre, a decrease of 
5.03 percent. 

The state and region-
al average yields in soy-
beans in 2019, were 55 
bushels and 53.8 bush-
els, respectively.

In 2018 Worth Coun-
ty produced 4,686,000 
bushels of soybeans. In 
2019, estimated produc-
tion dropped to 4,205,000 
bushels, an 11.44 per-
cent decrease. 

The North Central re-
gion of Iowa produced a 
total of 62,221,000 bush-
els of soybeans in 2019. 
The total bushels of soy-
beans produced in Iowa 
in 2019 was 501,600,000.

The North Central 
region was the 4th most 
productive region for 
soybeans in 2015, 2016 
2017, 2018 and 2019.

All USDA crop reports 
are available at https://
www.nass.usda.gov/Sta-
tistics_by_State/Iowa/
Publications/County_Es-
timates/index.php.

Corn yields up in Worth County in 2019

With a May 29 appli-
cation cutoff approach-
ing, Iowa conservation 
partners are encour-
aging farmers to con-
sider utilizing a federal 
program that provides 
financial and techni-
cal assistance to estab-
lish habitat, benefiting 
Monarch butterflies 
and other wildlife.

The Monarch But-
terfly Regional Con-
servation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) ad-
ministered by USDA’s 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) helps landown-
ers establish milkweed 

and other nectar-rich 
plants that provide 
food for Monarchs and 
other pollinators, such 
as honeybees, that are 
vital to agriculture.

 The Monarch RCPP 
project is funded 
through the NRCS-
administered Conser-
vation Stewardship 
Program (CSP). NRCS 
accepts program appli-
cations on a continuous 
basis, but only applica-
tions filed by May 29 
are eligible for the next 
round of funding.

Jake Swafford, Co-
ordinating Wildlife Bi-
ologist with Pheasants 

Forever, says monarch 
plantings can be es-
tablished in areas of 
unproductive cropland, 
in sensitive areas such 
as buffers around wa-
terways or wetlands, 
in pastures, used to 
square up oddly shaped 
fields, and in other suit-

able locations. “The 
Monarch RCPP-CSP 
also supports new and 
existing conservation 
activities on cropland 
and pastureland,” he 
said, “helping to reduce 
erosion, improve soil 
health, control invasive 
species, provide qual-

ity livestock forage, and 
make agricultural op-
erations more resilient 
and productive.”

NRCS State Conser-
vationist Kurt Simon 
says Iowa is one of the 
national leaders in CSP 
contracts and acres. 
Last year, 412 farmers 
signed five-year CSP 
contracts that will help 
treat resource concerns 
on 119,000 acres. “CSP 
is a very effective tool 
for private landown-
ers working to achieve 
their conservation and 
management goals,” 
said Simon. 

More information 

about the RCPP-CSP 
monarch project, is 
abailable by visiting 
a local NRCS office or 
going to www.ia.nrcs.
usda.gov.

NRCS staff are 
working and available 
by phone or e-mail 
while taking safety 
measures in response 
to COVID-19. While ac-
cess is restricted to the 
buildings, our services 
are still available via 
phone appointment or 
by email. Please visit 
www.farmers.gov/con-
nect to find your local 
office and employee 
contact information.

Iowa farmers encouraged to establish monarch butterfly habitat

Managing a farm's financial condition takes an integrated approach
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“We a Little Hard to Find, But Worth It”

MARK TAETS, Owner    3785 Red Ball Road
Osage, IA                                 (641) 732-5044

Tractor and Implement Repair
Dealer for:

Glencoe • Farm Hand • Calumet
Kinze • GD Loaders • Hiniker • Gehl

FULL LINE OF POWER TOOLS & HARDWARE

507-448-3302

Trading Post
GLENVILLE, MN

LARSEN PLUMBING & 
HEATING, INC.

Fertile, IA  50428

(641) 797-2219
LEVI HANSON

President

  An Independent Dealer

1-20

Worth County
Veterinary Service

Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.
(641) 324-1084

Hwy. 105 E.
Northwood, Iowa  50459

(641) 324-20192106 Central Ave., East 
Northwood, Iowa  50459

Dan Hendrikson
801 8th St. North • Northwood, IA

(641) 324-2112

Monday-Friday 	 8:30-6:30
Saturday	 8:30-5
Sunday	 9-noon

PHONE 324-2116  FAX (641) 324-1032
98 10th STREET NORTH, NORTHWOOD, IA 50459

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Tom & Amber Stevens
4561 Quail Avenue,  Northwood, Iowa 50459

Cutting
Raking
Baling

Hay
         Straw   

  Stalks           
(641) 390-0743tastevens@wctatel.net

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Ph. (641) 390-0654 Bill Nicholson

608 8th St. N., Northwood, IA 50459

608 8th St. N.
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-2735

12/20

www.LakeMillsDentist.com

Cell: 641-390-1529
Office: 641-424-3005

krisgordonrealtor@gmail.com
EXITRealtyMC.com

2401 South Federal Ave.
Mason City, IA 50401

Kris Gordon
Realtor®

7-20

88 8th St. North
Northwood, Iowa
(641) 324-2141

Dave Osborne, Agent

Brad Brunsvold
Independent Sales Representative for

Pioneer® brand products
2030 Central Ave • Northwood, IA 50459

(641) 512-0822 Tel
brad.brunsvold@plantpioneer.com
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By Haley Jones
4-H Program 
Specialist
Cayla Taylor
4-H Youth 
Development

Iowa 4-H Youth 
Development has 
launched Gardening 
to Give — a hands-on 
educational gardening 
program designed for 
all ages and abilities. 
Gardening to Give is a 
six-month, immersive 
learning experience in 
gardening with educa-
tional resources shared 
weekly with registered 
participants.

“Gardening to Give 
focuses on encourag-
ing all Iowans to grow 
gardens statewide to 
provide food for their 
families as well as lo-
cal food pantries and 
food banks,” said Haley 
Jones, 4-H civic engage-
ment and leadership 
specialist with Iowa 
State University Exten-
sion and Outreach.

Registered partici-
pants will receive week-
ly gardening challenges 
and learning activities 
focused on a specific 
gardening topic, rang-
ing from planting, weed 
control and pollinators 
to examples of how to 
share harvested pro-
duce with others. The 
weekly educational 
lessons are designed 
to provide applicable 
learning for small con-
tainer gardens to large-
scale backyard garden 
beds using seeds and 
plants that are acces-
sible to the grower.

Participants are then 
encouraged to share 

their gardening suc-
cesses and plans to use 
their harvested produce 
through coordinated so-
cial media initiatives. 
Participants are also 
encouraged to connect 
with their ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach 
county office to obtain 
additional horticultural 
information, connect 
with local experts and 
participate in local gar-
dening workshops.

“Gardening to Give 
provides an extended 
learning opportunity 
for youth and adults 
alike to learn together 
and share their success-
es in the garden,” said 
Jones. “The great thing 
about this program is 
that participants can 
engage in this online 
learning opportunity 
when it’s most conve-
nient for them.”

While this educa-
tional experience ex-
tends over a six-month 
period, participants can 
register and choose to 
engage at any time in 
select portions of Gar-
dening to Give or the 
entire learning experi-
ence. There is no cost or 
commitment involved 
to participate.

Registration for the 
Gardening to Give pro-
gram is now open.

“Register now to get 
your hands dirty and 
pledge them to larger 
service by growing a 
garden with ISU Exten-
sion and Outreach and 
Iowa 4-H Youth Devel-
opment,” Jones said. 
Visit the Gardening to 
Give webpage for more 
information.

All ages may join 4-H 
Gardening to Give

Producers signed 
a record 1.77 million 
contracts for the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs for the 
2019 crop year, which is 
more than 107 percent 
of the total contracts 
signed compared with a 
5-year average. USDA 
also reminds produc-
ers that June 30 is the 
deadline to enroll in 
ARC and PLC for the 
2020 crop year.

“Producers for sev-
eral years have expe-
rienced low commodity 
prices, a volatile trade 
environment and cata-
strophic natural di-
sasters,” said Richard 
Fordyce, Administra-
tor of USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). 
“Farmers looking to 
mitigate these risks 
recognize that ARC and 
PLC provide the finan-
cial protections they 
need to weather sub-
stantial drops in crop 
prices or revenues.”

Producers interested 
in enrolling for 2020 
should contact their 
FSA county office. Pro-
ducers must enroll by 
June 30 and make their 
one-time update to PLC 
payment yields by Sep-
tember 30.

FSA attributes the 
significant participa-
tion in the 2019 crop 
year ARC and PLC 
programs to increased 
producer interest in 
the programs under the 

2018 Farm Bill and to 
an increase in eligible 
farms because of the 
selling and buying of 
farms and new oppor-
tunities for beginning 
farmers and military 
veterans with farms 
having 10 or fewer base 
acres. Enrollment for 
2019 ended March 16.

USDA Service Cen-
ters, including FSA 
county offices, are open 
for business by phone 
only, and field work will 
continue with appropri-
ate social distancing. 
While program deliv-
ery staff will continue 
to come into the of-
fice, they will be work-
ing with producers by 
phone and using online 
tools whenever possi-
ble. All Service Center 
visitors wishing to con-
duct business with the 
FSA, Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service 
or any other Service 
Center agency are re-
quired to call their Ser-
vice Center to schedule 
a phone appointment. 
More information can 
be found at farmers.
gov/coronavirus.

For more informa-
tion on ARC and PLC, 
download the program 
fact sheet or the 2014-
2018 farm bills compar-
ison fact sheet. Online 
ARC and PLC election 
decision tools are avail-
able at www.fsa.usda.
gov/arc-plc. To locate 
the nearest USDA Ser-
vice Center, visit farm-
ers.gov/service-center-
locator.

USDA reports record 
enrollment in key 
farm safety-net 
programs
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Commercial · Residential · Industrial

Farm · Solar

For all of your electrical needs call
641-324-2041

Villa Wood North
1 and 2 BD Apartments*

in Northwood 
has IMMEDIATE 

openings.
Call today at (641) 398-2524

TT 1-800-735-2942
and/or VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

We offer
• Private Playground &
  basketball areas
• Laundry on site
• Some utilities furnished
• Quiet, clean and
  professionally managed.

 *Must meet income guidelines
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Villa Wood South
Apartments*

in Northwood

Call today at (641) 398-2524
TT 1-800-735-2942 and/or

 VOICE 1-800-735-2943
www.keywaymanagement.com

Consider spacious, clean, 
and quiet atmosphere!

ADA Accessible
• Community room for 
	  family gatherings
• On site laundry
• Professionally managed
• Some utilities furnished
• Local Taxi Available
• Convenient access to
  medical facilities

*Must meet income guidelines
*For persons 62 or older, handicapped 

or disabled regardless of age.*
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

FOR RENT: Two bedroom 
apartment for rent in 
Northwood. Stove & Re-
frigerator furnished. Pay 
electric. No pets, no smok-
ing. $420 deposit. Avail-
able June 1. Call 641-390-
1394.                        22-tfTP

FOR RENT

Wanted to Buy 
or Trade
FREON WANT-
ED: We pay 
CA$H for cylin-
ders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 

R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-675-4818 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

PROFESSIONAL 
CARD

Business Announcements

VETERINARIAN
WORTH COUNTY

VETERINARY SERVICE
Michael E. Dierenfeld, D.V.M.

Clinic: 324-1084  
Home: 324-1147

PHYSICIANS

803 9th Avenue North
Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-1221
NORTHWOOD INSURANCE 

AGENCY
John Midtgaard, Agent

900 Central Ave., Northwood, IA 
Office 641-324-1023  Home 324-1391

Alcoholics Anonymous Alanon
Regular meeting each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.

Beginners/12 Step meeting 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday

First Lutheran Church
For more information call 324-3070

Congregate Meals
MEALS ON WHEELS

324-1244
NORTHWOOD 

PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday & Friday  1-5 p.m.
Tues. - Thurs.   10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Open Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
641-324-1340

Dr. Scott Bosacker DDS
For All Your Dental Needs
We Welcome New Patients!

Mon. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday Evenings • Some Saturdays
Emergency Appts.

www.LakeMillsDentist.com
206 E. Main St.

Lake Mills, IA 50450
641-592-1100

Northwood Dental
DAVID PENFOLD, DDS

Mon. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.,Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

641-324-1364
www.northwooddentistry.com

802 9th Ave. North
Northwood, Iowa  50459

AUCTIONEERS
REEDER 
AUCTION SERVICE

Coin, Antique, Household & 
Real Estate Auctions

Col. Dan Reeder
641-324-1692

JOB OPENING
Worth County Public Health

Registered Nurse
• Starting wage at $25/hr.
• Full Time position with benefits
• Monday through Friday, 
   8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Occasional weekend visit
• IPERS and Health Insurance

Applications available online at 
www.worthcounty.org, or at the 

Public Health Office
95 9th St. N., Northwood, Iowa

641-324-1741
Please call the Public Health Office ahead of 

time if needing to pick up an application.

Application deadline is June 1, 2020, 
or until the position is filled.

We are an equal opportunity employer.

SUMMER DRIVERS EDUCATION
ONLINE CLASSES

Call 641-420-3594 
for more information*

May 18, 2020
Twenty first Day

The Worth County Board 
of Supervisors met pursu-
ant to adjournment with A.J. 
Stone, Kenneth J. Abrams 
and Mark Smeby present.      

This was an electronic 
meeting pursuant to Iowa 
Code section 21.8 – In circum-
stances where such a meeting 
is impossible or impractical 
due to concerns about CO-
VID-19 and social distancing 
for the safety of board mem-
bers and the public.  Public 
access was made available by 
computer or telephone.    

Stone led the meeting in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Unless otherwise indi-
cated, all of the following mo-
tions offered at this meeting 
were carried with the follow-
ing vote: Ayes: Stone, Abrams 
and Smeby. Nays: none. 
Abstentions: none.  Absent:  
none.  

Motion by Abrams, second 
by Smeby, carried to approve 
the May 18, 2020 agenda.  

Motion by Abrams, second 
by Smeby, carried to approve 
the May 11, 2020 board min-
utes.   

Motion by Smeby, second 
by Abrams, carried to ap-
prove an agreement between 
Worth County, Iowa and the 
City of Fertile, Iowa regard-

ing project FM-CO98(77)- - 
55-98.	

Motion by Abrams, second 
by Smeby, carried to accept 
the engineer’s report for DD 
#46/Lat 9. 

Motion by Smeby, second 
by Abrams, carried to ap-
prove the warranty easement 
deed by and between Drain-
age District 21 W, Worth 
County.

On April 27, 2020 a mo-
tion by Smeby, and second 
by Abrams approved a quote 
by B & W Control Special-
ists.  The following is the 
portion of the quote that was 
omitted from those minutes:  
DD #11/M-A - $7,500.00; 

DD #11/M-C - $1,500.00; DD 
#11/M-D - $1,500.00; DD 
# 11/M-F - $3,500.00; DD 
#11/M-F/L-112 - $250.00; DD 
#11/M-G - $2,500.00; DD #11/
M-J - $3,500.00; DD #11/M-K 
- $3,500.00; DD #13 Lower - 
$3,500.00; DD #13 Upper - 
$3,500.00; DD #13 Upper/L-5 
- $750.00; DD #34/M-E - 
$750.00; DD #19 - $1,000.00; 
DD #1-22 - $3,500.00; DD 
#23 - $2,500.00; DD #8 - 
$1,500.00.  

Motion by Abrams, sec-
ond by Smeby, carried to ap-
prove drainage claims in the 
amount of $23,832.00 as per 
the following schedule:

Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 

#2/Main, Prof Services...........
................................ $2,208.00

Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 
#13/Ditch 3, Prof Services......
.............................. $18,033.00

Bolton & Menk, Inc., DD 
#46/Lat 9, Prof Services.........
................................ $3,281.00

Rogness Bros Excavating, 
DD #38, Repairs........ $310.00

Grand Total..... $23,832.00
Motion by Smeby, second 

by Abrams, carried to adjourn 
at 9:26 A.M.  The next meet-
ing of the Board of Supervi-
sors will be Tuesday, May 26, 
2020 at 8:30 A.M.

Jacki A. Backhaus, Auditor
Aaron Stone, Chairperson

Supervisors

Echoes from the 
Loafers' Club Zoom 
Meeting 

I got everything done 
on my list of things to do 
today.

How many things 
were on the list?

Just one — make a 
list of things to do today.

Driving by 
Bruce's drive

I have a wonderful 
neighbor, named Bruce. 
Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to 
me, such as: Life is neat, 
but not gaudy. I'm stay-
ing busy. Washing my 
hands for 20 seconds ev-
ery 20 seconds fills a day. 
I've cut my list of things 
to do to the point where I 
can see both ends. I can't 
remember that ever be-
ing possible before. New 
things have become fa-
miliar and old things 
have become strange. 
We're all in this together 
— albeit 6 feet apart.

"How are you?" we 
ask, politely inviting 
good news. "Are all you 
all OK?" is a brief medi-

tation of good wishes. 
Life isn't normal and it 
never has been, but we 
might be living in a "Twi-
light Zone" episode.  

I mowed the dande-
lions as they tried to 
watch the sun. Dande-
lions open early like a 
bakery. They will adjust 
to mowing  and flower on 
shorter stems. I pushed 
the mower under the 
lofty pole holding our 
brand new security light 
bulb. It was exciting to 
see it (I'm easily enter-
tained) and I tried not 
to compare it to the old 
bulb.

My wife gave me a 
mocha bar for my good 
work and, thanks to time 
spent together bonding 
while sheltering in place, 
I felt comfortable enough 
to tell her I don't like 
peanut-mocha cake bars. 
I never have. If she'd 
had made it, I wouldn't 
have said anything. My 
mother bought them for 
me too. I never told her 
either. It's hard not to 
accept things from some-
one being nice. 

The phone rang 
and I answered it

A customer of this col-
umn called to ask if I'd 
been to Whittier, Alaska. 
The town, named after 
the poet John Green-
leaf Whittier, is an hour 
south of Anchorage. The 
road between them in-
cludes a 2-mile long, 
one-way drive through 
a mountain tunnel that 
closes at 10:30 p.m. If 
you're late, you sleep in 
your vehicle. I've visited 
this beautiful place and 
watched black-legged 
kittiwakes, dainty gulls, 
look as if they were peel-
ing off rock walls before 
taking flight. Whittier 
has a year-round popu-
lation of 220 and chal-
lenging weather. The 
windy location gets 22 
feet of snow and 16 feet 
of rain annually. School 
should be canceled for 
good weather. About 
80% of the residents live 
in one 14-story building 
(that includes a clinic, 
convenience store, B&B, 
church, post office, po-

lice department and city 
government). A school 
is connected. The rest of 
the population lives in a 
smaller apartment com-
plex. There are no single-
family homes.

Those thrilling 
days of yesteryear

I was playing chess 
with my shop teacher 
and had decided to ask 
him how he'd lost a 
joint's worth of finger. 
Just as I was going to do 
that, he sent a classmate 
to the lumberyard to get 
a board stretcher. That 
was funny only because 
he hadn't sent me.

I've been reading 
Iowa authors

"The Universal 
Baseball Association, 
Inc., J. Henry Waugh, 
Prop." written by Robert 
Coover who was born in 
Charles City. Waugh is 
an accountant with no 
family, friends or future 
at work, who loves sta-
tistics and invented a 
baseball game similar to 
Strat-O-Matic.

"Andersonville" a Pu-
litzer Prize-winning nov-
el by MacKinlay Kantor, 
born in Webster City, 
captures the heartbreak-
ing story of a notorious 
Georgia prison holding 
50,000 Union soldiers.

"The Spectator Bird" 
by Wallace Stegner, the 
dean of Western writers, 
born near Lake Mills. 
It's a quiet, reflective, 
character-driven novel 
about the human condi-
tion. Stegner won a Pu-
litzer Prize for "Angle of 
Repose." 

Nature notes
There are collective 

nouns for warblers: bou-
quet, confusion, fall and 
wrench. The most abun-
dant warbler I see is the 
yellow-rumped warbler, 
nicknamed the butter-
butt for obvious reasons. 
It winters farther north 
than most warblers be-
cause it can digest the 
wax in berry coatings. It 
gleans insects from veg-
etation, ground, air and 
spiderwebs. It will eat 
suet and peanut butter.

Common grackles 
sometimes nest in loose 
colonies, exhibiting 

limited territoriality 
except in the immedi-
ate area of a nest. Og-
den Nash wrote this: 
"The grackle's voice is 
less than mellow. His 
heart is black, his eye is 
yellow. He bullies more 
attractive birds, with 
hoodlum deeds and vul-
gar words, And should a 
human interfere, attacks 
that human in the rear. 
I cannot help but deem 
the grackle, an ornitho-
logical debacle."

As I look out my win-
dow, I'm thankful for 
Winthrop W. Window, 
the inventor of the win-
dow.

Meeting adjourned
  You make all the dif-

ference. Be kind.
  © Al Batt 2020

 

Ponderings from the Batt Cave
By Al Batt writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist.

ESTATE GARAGE SALE: 
100 9th St. S., Northwood. 
Misc. items, 2 tables, desk, 
lift chair and more. Friday, 
May 29, 3-7 p.m. & Satur-
day, May 30, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

22-1t*

GARAGE

The Northwood The-
atre will be showing the 
DVD of the 2007 North-
wood-Kensett State 
Championship game on 
Thursday, May 28, Fri-
day, May 29, and Satur-
day, May 30, all at 7 p.m., 
and on Sunday, May 31, 
at 4 p.m. This showings 
are a fundraiser for the 
Vikings Activity Center.

More details about 
the Northwood Theatre's 
reopening day and the 
CDC guidelines will be 
shared on the theatre 
website at www.north-
woodtheatre.com and the 
theare's Facebook page.

Northwood 
Theatre shows 
championship 
game DVD on 
May 28-31
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