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Fleming House 
located at 1307 1st Ave. N.
This house was built in 1886. It is thought that 
it was built by the railroad to be used by the 
agent in charge of  the depot. T.R.W. Flem-
ming lived there from 1872 to 1902. The oral 
history of  Nothwood says that this house was 
once used as a stop on the Underground Rail-
road. Originally there was another room to 
the house that was halfway between the cur-
rent house and garage that was called a storage 
room. However, this room was twice the size 
of  the bathroom! There are still two stairways 
that go upstairs as well as two that go to the 
basement. One stairway to the basement was 
located in the main entryway and concealed as 
a closet door. Then there was another closet 
off  of  the kitchen where another stairway went 
upstairs. One of  the owners of  the house was 
convinced that the third floor was haunted. 
She said that she felt weird just walking by the 
door. None of  this can be proved. It just adds 
to the folklore of  Northwood.

Enjoy Your Visit and 
Come Back Soon!



White Gables 
located at 907 lst Ave. S.

As you come into Northwood from the south, 
you won’t miss this beautiful home. It is one of  
the few true Victorian homes in Northwood. 
Presumably, it was named White Gables by 
Rebecca Jackson who owned the house from 
1950 to 1970. It was built in 1874 by Edwin 
Collins who was the first lawyer in Worth 
County. Mr. Collins and his bride Mary lived 
in the home for over 50 years. According to 
old photographs, the house was once encircled 
with a wrought iron fence which was removed 
years ago. It has been recently replaced by a 
white picket fence. Found within this home is 
original hardwood floors and leaded glass win-
dows. At one time the property had a carriage 
house located in the southwest corner. This is 
a true treasure for Northwood.

Abbey House 
located at 511 Central

Villeroy Abbey and his brother Alonzo Ab-
bey came from New York in 1863 to settle in 
Northwood. Later when the Abbeys decided 
to enlist in the Civil War,  their parents John 
Abbey and his wife came to oversee the build-
ing of  their Stone House. It is one of  the old-
est habitable houses in Northwood. The two 
story limestone dwelling was built in 1865. It 
is thought that a stonemason from Gordons-
ville named Turbett was in charge of  the work. 
There are double walls of  solid masonry which 
is evident from the 16” door frames that con-
nect a rear addition added on in the early ‘60s. 
The addition features a limestone fireplace 
with spectacular views of  the Shell Rock River 
and Swensrud Park. The back of  the house can 
easily be seen from the driving path around the 
park. This is truly a beautiful house located in 
a beautiful setting.

Experience
Northwood

Located in Worth County, four miles from the 
Minnesota border, Northwood has developed 
into a sound community of  dedicated people 
who are optimistic about the future.

Founded in 1858, as a result of  two railroads, 
Northwood began as a trade center for the 
rural community. Today, located at the inter-
section Highway 105, Federal Highway 65, 
with interstate 35 seven miles west of  town 
and Interstate 90 fifteen miles north of  town, 
Northwood continues to serve an increasing-
ly important agricultural and manufacturing 
community. 

Because of  the attractive nature of  the area, 
with its numerous lakes and streams, airport, 
parks, campgrounds, golf  course, swimming 
pool and other recreational activities, North-
wood has grown to over 2,000 residents.
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The Haugen House 
located at 501 2nd Ave. N.
Here is one of  the gems of  Northwood. This ma-
jestic home was built in 1901. The owner, Gilbert 
Haugen, was the architect and the builder was the 
firm of  Omeyer and Thori located in St. Paul, MN. 
It was built on what was then Central Avenue. It 
was only later when the streets were replotted that 
the address changed to 2nd Ave North. Haugen’s 
wife had already died and he never remarried, so 
he had built the house for his two children. The 
house has been described as both distinctive and 
suitably imposing for a wealthy landlord, banker, 
and politician. The interior woodwork is made up 
of  oak, mahogany, walnut, sycamore, bird’s eye ma-
ple, and curly birch. Each room has its own spe-
cial flavor. The home has always been painted its 
distinctive red color. The family lore is that after 
painting the house, this shade of  red was called the 
Haugen Red. Originally there was a red barn with a 
hayloft which later was converted to a garage. Gil-
bert Haugen was well known in the politics of  the 
time. He was a U.S. Representative for 32 years only 
being voted out when President Roosevelt won the 
Presidency. The home is now occupied by Gilbert’s 
great granddaughter and husband James and Jane 
Bloomingdale. Jane Bloomingdale is following in 
her Great-Grandfather’s footsteps. She is now our 
state Representative. This is one of  the outstanding 
homes in Northwood and worth a drive-by to see. 

Enjoy Your Visit and 
Come Back Soon!

Cemetery Mausoleum
If  you feel inclined to visit our cemetery, you will see 
another unique structure. There are not very many 
cemeteries of  our size which has a Mausoleum. 
The Mausoleum was built by the Robertson family 
in 1930. The mausoleum is 17 feet square and 17 
feet high. It is made entirely of  Stony Creek granite 
from New Hampshire and the interior is lined with 
marble. The roof  slab is a single section of  granite 
and weighs about nine tons. There is room inside 
for 8 burials, but the Sunset Rest Cemetery records 
only indicate 4 actual burials. There are no longer 
any close family members living in Northwood. 
Over the years the mausoleum has needed some 
care. In 2017 an anonymous donor paid to have 
the mausoleum power-washed and cleaned. This is 
worth a little trip through the cemetery to see. 

Produced by the Northwood Historical Preservation Commission. 
Members are Linda Griffith, Lois Hogen, Sharlene Stoddard, 
and Shirleen Julson.

Historic Park Fountain



Anderson Nursing Home 
and Maternity Hospital 
located at 98 6th St. N.

This is just one of  Northwood’s homes that has 
a unique history. It was built in about 1897 as a 
traditional two-story Victoria style home. Very little 
is known about its earliest years. We do know that 
when Mrs. Williams, an R.N., purchased the home 
in 1941 it became a hospital. It was not the type 
of  hospital that we would see today. It was more 
just a place for the sick or injured to recover until 
they could go back to their own homes. This busi-
ness only lasted for about one year. Then Peder and 
Nora Anderson purchased the home. Nora offered 
her services and home as a Maternity Hospital. The 
Maternity Hospital soon became active with local 
doctors, with Dr. B.H, Osten and Dr. R.L. Olson 
delivering babies there. Nora prepared for the de-
liveries and attended to the mothers and babies. Her 
daughter recalls times when there were as many as 
4 new mothers and babies at the home at one time. 
The Maternity Hospital closed in 1945. Records 
are not available, but it is an approximate estimate 
of  250 or more babies born during those years. A 
few months after that closing, the home then be-
came a long-term care facility for elderly residents. 
It housed as many as 3 residents with each having 
a room with food and care. This continued until 
1952 when it again became a regular home which it 
remains today. This is a lot of  history for just one 
little home. 

Gary & Gloria George Home 
located at 208 10th St. N.

This is another one of  Northwood’s outstanding 
homes. It was built in the early 1900’s as part of  a 
new subdivision. The abstract shows that there was 
a Jenson family that owned it in 1943. It states that 
the ‘Old Age Assistant Taxes were all paid for 1914 
forward.’ We are not sure what taxes those were, 
but thankfully we no longer have to pay them. In 
1958 the home was purchased by Pastor Nels Lar-
son Otterstad and wife. Pastor Otterstad had been 
called as a Visitation Pastor for the First Luther-
an Church that was located just across the street. 
He served as Visitation Pastor until his death in 
1960. His wife lived on there until 1966 when it 
was purchased by the George family. When Glo-
ria George first saw the home, she described it as 
being just a square house with a GREAT inside. 
The Otterstads had been living downstairs and 
there were outside steps that went to an upstairs 
apartment. The George family immediately started 
with a number of  updates. They first made it into 
a single-family dwelling. Then in the early 1970s 
they included what was the front porch into part 
of  the living room. There was originally a little red 
barn that was used as a garage. This was torn down 
and all of  the lumber used for their new garage. 
While being interviewed, Gloria often said that she 
just wished the walls could talk for what a tale they 
would tell. With all the improvements the George 
family have done, this is truly one of  Northwood’s 
beautiful homes.

Have a Drive Through

Northwood
Located in Worth County, four miles from the 

Minnesota border, Northwood has developed into 
a sound community of  dedicated people who are 
optimistic about the future.

Founded in 1858, as a result of  two railroads, 
Northwood began as a trade center for the ru-
ral community. Today, located at the intersection 
Highway 105, Federal Highway 65, with interstate 
35 seven miles west of  town and Interstate 90 fif-
teen miles north of  town, Northwood continues 
to serve an increasingly important agricultural and 
manufacturing community. 

Fountain
In 1903 Congressman Haugen did more than build 
a beautiful home in Northwood. He donated a 
horse fountain to the city. It actually was a lot more 
than just a horse fountain. It was made of  iron and 
had three compartments. One for people, another 
for horses and one for dogs. It was first located 
at the main intersection in Northwood. When the 
highway was paved in 1928, it had to be moved. 
After much discussion, the fountain was moved to 
the entrance to Crescent Park where it remains. To-
day we have very few horses who use the fountain, 
but people and dogs still find it refreshing to get a 
drink.
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Hotel Winifred 
located at 98 8th St. S.

Ground was broken for the Hotel Winifred on Au-
gust 21, 1912. It had been a dream of  Northwood 
people for many years to build a modern hotel and 
with the help of  the business men, William Lar-
son was able to set forth with the plans. The ho-
tel opened on April 7, 1913 and was named after 
the Larsons youngest daughter.  The building is 
of  Gladbrook pressed brick and construction was 
overseen by contractor EBC Wright of  Charles 
City. The first floor consists of  a 26x40 lobby, din-
ing room, cloak room, landlords apartment and 
kitchen. There are 20 guest rooms on the second 
and third floors with hot and cold water in every 
room, steam heat and a bath on each floor.  The 
hotel is the longest continuous running hotel in the 
state of  Iowa serving the community for over 100 
years until November 2014. When the original boil-
er, which was still heating the building, broke and 
the landlord had to close the doors. The Waking 
Miss Winifred group formed and was able to raise 
the monies from the support of  the community to 
purchase the historic building. Waking Miss Win-
ifred is an affiliate of  Worth County Historical So-
ciety which continues to work to restore the hotel.  

Enjoy Your Visit and 
Come Back Soon!

Rodman Cannons
A landmark for Northwood is the Civil War  
Rodman cannons. One of  which is  
predominately located on the Courthouse lawn. The 
picture we have here is the other cannon that you 
can find in the Sunset Rest Cemetery. Both cannons 
were used in the Civil War and then, according to  
records, they were both secured for Northwood by  
Congressman G.N. Haugen in 1903. These two 
cannons are unique in that there are only 15 of  
the 8 inch Rodman cannons still known to exist. 
At one time, Northwood had a third cannon, a  
Parriott, which was mounted in Swensrud Park. That  
cannon was melted down for the WWII war effort. 

Produced by the Northwood Historical Preservation Commission. 
Members are Linda Griffith, Lois Hogen, Sharlene Stoddard, 
and Shirleen Julson.

Gazebo in Swensrud Park



Randall House 
located at 99 11th St. N.

This beautiful house was built in 1912 by Clarence 
Christiansen as a one family home. For a few years 
it went back and forth between the Christiansen 
family members. Then sometime in the 1940’s, they 
decided to trade houses with the Randall family 
who had just built a house two blocks away. The 
house has been in the Whitney and Opal Randall 
family ever since, currently being occupied by 
Amos and Loraine (Randall) Mix. Whitney Ran-
dall had started a Redi-mix company just west of  
Northwood. It has changed hands over the years, 
but it is still considered Randall’s Redi-mix. Opal 
busied herself  with her family as well as teaching 
piano to a number of  Northwood children, includ-
ing her granddaughter Loraine. At some time in the 
1950’s, a house remodel was done to include two 
apartments upstairs. Whitney died in 1982, while 
Opal remained in the home with her renters until 
her death in the 1990’s. When Amos and Loraine 
purchased the home, they did an extensive remod-
el. They took out the two upstairs apartments to 
make room for a large master suite and bedrooms 
for their boys. They also took down walls, replaced 
windows, added new electrical, along with replac-
ing all the painted wood with oak. This house has 
gone through a lot of  changes in the 100 years, but 
the bones of  the house have handled it all.

Wright House 
located at 305 8th St. N.

This Queen Anne style home was built in 1903 by 
Henry Toye and it has adorned highway 65 (8th 
St. N.) ever since. Originally it was built as a single 
dwelling home which included a maid’s room up-
stairs. At one time the upstairs was remodeled into 
a small apartment. It was around this time that the 
Wright family purchased the home. Their son and 
his new wife lived in the upstairs apartment when 
they were first married. Eventually moving to their 
own home, but they and their children still spent a 
considerable amount of  time in their grandparent’s 
home. One grandchild that I spoke with still calls it 
Grandma’s house. The home has been remodeled 
a number of  times. It is now back to being a sin-
gle-family dwelling. The present owners are Mike 
Ingersol and Ann Crusts. One of  the first things 
that they redid was the porch. The original was torn 
down to make room for the beautiful porch you see 
now. The upstairs now has three bedrooms along 
with a full bath and laundry. The front living room 
is called the Sun Room because it has sun shining in 
for most of  the day. The other living room contains 
an original fireplace with a metal surround and a 
fancy iron grate. The kitchen at some point was ex-
tended and enlarged and is described as wonderful. 
All in all, this home has added a special touch to 
Northwood.

Have a Drive Through

Northwood
Located in Worth County, four miles from the 

Minnesota border, Northwood has developed into 
a sound community of  dedicated people who are 
optimistic about the future.

Founded in 1858, as a result of  two railroads, 
Northwood began as a trade center for the ru-
ral community. Today, located at the intersection 
Highway 105, State Highway 65, with interstate 
35 seven miles west of  town and Interstate 90 fif-
teen miles north of  town, Northwood continues 
to serve an increasingly important agricultural and 
manufacturing community. 

Gazebo in Swensrud Park
Several decades ago, when times were simpler, 
every town had a park and in the center of  that 
park was a gazebo. Northwood was no exception. 
At one time, we even had two gazebos. The one 
double decker gazebo located at Central Park was 
torn down many, many years ago since it was con-
sidered “useless.” Luckily, we have managed to 
save the other one which is located in the middle 
of  Swensrud Park. It is still used today, but only 
sporadically. Hopefully it can be saved for future 
generations. Take a drive through our park to check 
out our Gazebo. 
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